








Lusty Korean farmers are seen enjoying the plentiful harvest 
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H.E. Bum Suk Lm 


My dear readers, 

I extend to you all my most 
sincere Season's Greetings 
and best wishes for a happy 
New Year 

I am thankful to you for your continuous support and encouragement given to our magazine KOREAN NEWS, 
a modest effort on our part to promote mutual understanding and further strengthen the friendly relationship 
traditionally existing between our two peoples 

It gives me great pleasure to note that enthusiastic response keep pouring m our office from all sections of 
society—students, teachers, news correspondents, traders, industrialists, tourists, and common readers interested 
to know more about Korea—even from the remote and far-flung villages in India This has encouraged us to cover 
all subjects of interest to our readers in their respective fields 

I must also express my sincere thanks to all those who have shown very keen interest in our Paintings and 
Handicrafts Exhibition held recently in Bombay and Madras by visiting in large number, which will be held again 
in near future in other parts of India 

I have been strongly impressed by the most friendly and hospitable people of India, whom I have met and 
addressed on various occasions dunng my visits to Bombay. Madias, Calcutta Srinagar Coimbatore Ahmedabad. 
Jaipur, Bangalore, Varanasi Lucknow Meerut. Faridabad and Hapur during my short period of one and a half 
year in India My desire to visit more places, meeting still more people in India in order to promote even closer 
relationship between our two peoples has become ever stronger 
During the recent years, exchange of visitors between our two countries has been increasing consistently 
Bilateral trade has expanded from a mere one million dollars in 1961 to $45 5 million (Rs 396 million approxi¬ 
mately) in 1976 While we import raw materials and heavy machineries from India, we are exporting to India such 
finished products as fertilizers, steel and cement Prospect for increased economic relations is bright in the field 
of joint ventures, third country cooperation, as well as economic and technical cooperation in various fields 

With our faith in peace and willingness to closely cooperate, I am strongly convinced that we will be able to 
witness in the forthcoming year unprecedented increase in our cooperation in all fields to serve our common cause 
of peace and prosperity 

BUM SUK LEE 
AMBASSADOR OF THE 
REPUBLIC OF KOREA 




Seoul Cultural Centra—Greatest Dedication to Art 

The Seoul Cultural Centre to be opened sometime in April will surely be a landmark in Koreas Cultural 
History The opening in April will be followed by a two month gala Arts festival celebrating the dedication 
This unique and spectacular centre will serve the 7 million citizens of Seoul, the Political. Economic and 
cultural capital of Korea This beautiful edifice, located in the centre of the city, will have all the facilities to 
serve the performing arts as well as national and international conferences and conventions Like the city 
of Seoul itself the Seoul cultural centre is a delicate blend of East and West, of the ancient and modern 
and is a tribute to the people of today to the 600 years old historical capital 


Atom for peace—Rok's massive efforts 

In order to strengthen the Korean capability to cope with rapidly increasing energy demands, there is keen awareness of the necessity 
to establish an effective long term nuclear energy development plan To meet long term.energy requirements the best techno-economic 
evaluation of the Government of the Republic of Korea indicates that nuclear power must play a dominant role in the future It is 
embarking on major nuclear programs that envision appoximately twenty five nuclear power plants generating 2b.000 MWe of 
electricity by the year 2000. 

Ths glory that is Korean art 

Korean art is both very creative and realistic The mam theme running through it is religion and man s 
faith. The Korean paintings in existence today combine the richness of Korean Folk style and Imagery 
with ancient Chinese classicism Each painting has a story to tell and a meaningful one at that The 
i following article by a prominent young artist of Delhi will surely enlighten and instruct the reader 


lF ront Cover: The chest insignia was for third government officials and is believed to have been used 
htptff about 17th century, judging from the insignias extant and the portraits of 76th and 17th century 
Mdyhasty officiate remaining today. Near the bat on the upper right part is red circle symbolizing the sun 
Grand site of Kyung-bok palace in Seoul is one of the example of traditional Korean arch/tec- 
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T op The fan dance of Korea is one of the most popular 
dance Here beautiful girls make a fantastic design with the 
tan they are holding 

Above Participants tn a classical dance pose :n front of the 
National Theatre m Seoul 

Right Scale model of the Seoul Cultural Centre which 
is under construction will serve 7 million citizens <yf Seoul 
It is designed by internationally known architect. Aum Duck 
Moon Conveniently located in the heart of Seoul[ it is spread 
over 18 500 square metres and the overall complex is 6 stones 
above the ground and 3 underground ft opens tn April 
1978 with a gala two months' Arts festival celebrating the 
dedication * ’ 












H. The Seoul Cultural Centre, to be opened sometime in April 
? 1978 will surely be a landmark in Korea's Cultural history. 

The opening in April 78 will be followed by a two months’ 
gala Arts festival celebrating the dedication 

This unique and spectacular centre will serve the 7 million 
citizens of Seoul the Political. Economic and Cultural capital of 
Korea This beautiful edifice, located in the centre of the city, 
will have all the facilities to serve the performing arts as well as 
national and international conferences and conventions 

After a conflagration destroyed the old citizens Hall on 


Dec 2. 1972 it was decided to replace that structure with a new 
home for the Arts on the same site In 1973. a design by the 
internationally renowned Aum Duck Moon Architect and 
associates were selected from a large number of submitted 
architectural plans and construction promptly began in 1974 
This magnificent complex, serving the citizens of a long and 
proud cultural heritage, was designed with the idea of retaining 
traditional Korean beauty and elegance in a modern structure In 
particular, the graceful colums supporting the front of the structure 
were designed after those of the ancient palaces The facade 












performers at one time, the main stage area includes a rotating 
stage, a sliding stage, two elevating stages and an orchestra pit. 
All the latest equipment and facilities wilt enhance concerts 
operas, dramas, musical and dance productions. Motion Piqtur* 
facilities and international convention facilities are installed at 
well. 

One of the finest pipe organs in the world is located to the 
right of the seating area near the front of the auditorium, and the 
auditorium was designed to ensure the finest in acoustics, 
including acoustic panelling. 

The small auditorium designed like a stadium h^ a seating 
capacity of 500 and the stage can hold up to 100 performers at 
a time. The small auditorium is perfectly designed for recitals, 
dramas, dance, traditional music and cinema productions. 

Another of the attractive things is the main conference hall. It 
has simultaneous interpretation system for six languages 
Cinemas and other necessary equipments necessary for a 
Conference Hall have been installed. The total seating capacity for 


These two reliefs (left and below) on the outer walls of the 
theatre are m granite . Done by the Korean sculptor Kim 
Yong Jung it greets the eye as one approaches the budding 
Depiction is of a freely flowing angel playing a wind * 
instrument, symbolising the concept of freedom and peace. 


behind the colums is done completely in traditional Korean 
latticework, and the extended top of the building resembles the 
traditional Korean roof. The exterior of the building is granite, a 
traditional Korean building material, lending the building an air 
of dignity and beauty while balancing gracefully with the form of 
the structure. 

Like the city of Seoul itself, the Seoul cultural center is a 
delicate blend of East and West, of the ancient and modern, and 
is a tribute to the people of today and to the 600-year-old historical 
capital. 

Conveniently located in the heart of Seoul, the centre is easily 
approachable from all parts of the city by bus and subway An 
underground parking area provides ample space for private 
vehicles. 

The site is 18,500 square metres, and the overall complex. 
6 stories above ground and 3 underground, occupies a total of 
53,130 square metres. 

> MAIN AUDITORIUM 

.The main auditorium has a seating capacity of 4.200, including 
|W|end second balconies."Capable of accommodating unto 500 





An outstanding feature is the magnificent pipe organ. One 
Of the biggest organ in Asia with 98 ranks and 6 manuals, 
a total of BJOBBpipesifmac^ bdtis—is located 

%o as to give maximum acoustic effect and to provide 
Accompaniment with the orchestra. 



delegates is 270 with an additional capacity of 100 9 eats at the 
higher level lor observers and newspaper reporters. 

Similarly, there is one small conference hall catering to small 
conferences or seminars with a neat and spacious seating 
capacity of 85. 

There is an annexe for the main auditorium and the main 
conference hall, the Reception Hall for banquets, cocktail 
parties. The reception can hold from 2,000 to 3,000 people. 

The Exhibition Hall conveniently located near the small 
auditoriunv occupies part of the ground level and the first 
underground level arxl ie perfectly Suitable for all art, industrial 

arW puWta information display* 1 
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TRADITIONAL FLAVOUR 

The Seoul centre for arts will become the home for all the 
municipal performing Art groups. Among these groups is the 
Seoul Philarmomc. one of Asia's finest orchestras, consisting of 
over 100 members. 

i The Traditional Korean Music Orchestra, with 70 members is 
another group that will make the Seoul cultural centre its home 
This group not only performs classical Korean music that has a 
1,300 year history but also composes and performs new arrange¬ 
ments on the classical instruments, appealing to old and young 
alike. 

The city Dance troupe, composed of 20 members, performs 
classical and traditional Korean dance, yet constantly strives to 
produce new numbers and new choreography while retaining 
traditional flavour. 













































































































































































Research rand development for the 
peaceful uses of atomic energy are being 
carried out with particular emphasis on 
nuclear power related sectors to ac¬ 
commodate Korean post oil-crisis needs. 
Demands for energy in Korea have been 
sharply increasing during the past decade 
due to rapid progress in the national 
economy. The electric power demand has 
continuously and rapidly increased 
parallel with the stepped-up development 
of the heavy manufacturing and chemical 
industries. Since Korea has very limited 
energy resources, it is becoming in¬ 
creasingly important to diversify the 
sources of energy. 

The world oil supply and demand has 


become quite undependable, so Korea 
has made great efforts to diversifying its 
energy sources. In order to strengthen the 
Korean capability to cope with rapidly 
increasing energy demands, we are keenly 
aware of the necessity to establish an 
effective long-term nuclear energy deve¬ 
lopment plan. To meet long-term energy 
requirements, the best techno-economic 
evaluation of the Government of the 
Republic of Korea indicates that nuclear 
power must play a dominant role in the 
future. The Republic of Korea is embark¬ 
ing on a major nuclear program that 
envisions * approximately twenty-five 
nuclear power plants generating 26.000 
MWe of electricity by the year 2000. The 


In order to meet the** tremendous^ 
financing requirements. as well as to 
improve the balance of payments, manu¬ 
facturing localization of nuclear power! 
and associated fuel cycle technology: 
should be maximized. At the same time. , 
the future energy crisis can be surmounted < 
through active cooperation with resource; 
abundant and power technology of 
advanced countries by sharing energy 
resources and technological experience. 
KORI NO. 1 Nuclear Power Plant is due 
for commercial operation by the end of 
1977 KORI NO. 2 (PWR Unit) and 
Wolsung No. 1 (CANDU Unit) are both 
under construction. The scheduled con¬ 
struction of nuclear power plants will 
contribute not only to filling demand for 
electricity but also to developing the 
related nuclear power industry. Parallel | 
with the Heavy and Chemical Industry 
Development Plan, the Government is 
pushing an ambitious program for 
localization of construction, design, 
equipment and facilities in the nuclear 
power plants. 

In the developing countries! there is 
always a shortage of well trained and 
competent personnel. 

We will be facing a possible shortage 
of uranium and related fuel cycle services, 
so to assure the stable supply of nuclear 
fuel and fuel cycle services, the sources 
of supply should be diversified. In this 
regard. CANDU type reactor has been 
selected along with light water reactor 
systems in Korea and to meet the fuel 
demand efforts are being made to secure 
nuclear fuel from abroad. At the same time 



Left: Inside view of the new atomic 
plant of Korea . The history of Korean 
atomic energy activities for peace and 
welfare of human beings is detailed 
here . Such efforts are made through 
cooperation with international 
organisations and friendly nations. 


Above: Here we see a scientist working 
on the Thermal Neutron Scatterings 
research section. 
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funds required for thd implementation of 
this project would fee In the order of 36 
billion dollars or .more with nuclear fuel 
cost* amounting to - another 15 billion 
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exploration of domestic uranium ore 
deposits and extraction of yellow cake 
are in progress. 

(Table on page 30^ 



NEWS 

FROM 

KOREA 


Bonn Honours Nun in Korea 

German Sister Caritas Hopfenzits. 
who has been working with deaf- 
mutes in Korea for the last 40 years, 
was honoured with her home 
country's medal, the Federal Order of 
Merit, First Class, in a ceremony at 
the Federal Republic of Germany 
Embassy in Seoul Amb. Karl 
Leuteritz presented the medal on 
behalf of German President Walter 
Scheel. She is the first German 
resident in Korea ever decorated 
with the order. Amb Leuteritz said 
the citation was in recognition of her 
"outstanding service" to the welfare 
of poor Koreans, which contributes 
to the interest of both the Korean 
and German peoples. She now 
operates the Aehwa School (for 
deaf-mutes) on the northeastern 
outskirts of Seoul. 


KNRC-72 Years Strong 

The Korean National Red Cross 
(KNRC) recently celebrated its 72nd 
birthday in a ceremony at its Seoul 
chapter auditorium. Prime Minister 
Choi kyu hah. National Assembly 
Speaker Chung ll-kwon and Chief 
Justice Min Pok-ki were on hand for 
the event along with representatives 
of foreign missions in Korea and 
hundreds of KNRC members. The 
ceremony was highlighted by the 
presentation of a Florence 
Nightingale Medal by KNRC 
‘.President Lee Ho to Prof. Lee Yong- 
;ljok of the Ewha Women's University 
.College of Nursing. The Red Cross 
jQrder of Humanity was conferred on 
Miss Ella Jordan, a British nurse who 
worked at the Seoul Red Cross 
Hospital, 1983-^55. and Kim Hak- 
muk; former vice Resident of the 


KNRC. Mrs. Lee Pang-ja who runs 
the Chahaeng-hoe. a welfare society 
for the handicapped, and Miss Grace 
Vera Bennett, a British woman who 
works with leprosy patients in Taegu, 
were awarded the Red Cross Medal 
of Philanthropy. Later in the day 
Miss Park Keun-hae, the eldest 
daughter of President Park Chung 
Hee, opened a bazaar of native pro¬ 
ducts designed to raise funds for 
programs to help unfortunate 
youngsters 


will deliver under a $3,400,000 
export contract with a U.S. firm 
Kyongdong Shipbuilding Co. signed 
contracts with companies in the 
United States, Australia and the 
Netherlands for some 500 plastic 
yachts valued at $14 million. The 
association expects that exports of 
yachts, will reach $30 million next 
year. 


Asan Power Plant 


318,000 Take Qualifying Exam 

Over 318,000 college education 
aspirants recently took the prelimin¬ 
ary qualifying examinations held 
simultaneously in major cities 
throughout the country. The state- 
run tests were termed "generally 
difficult" by many examinees. Since 
1968, the Ministiy of Education has 
administered the state examinations 
to choose about twice the number 
of approved college freshmen quotas. 
This year, about one half of the 
examinees will pass the tests and 
they will again be reduced by one 
half through entrance examinations. 
Five subjects were tested in two 
school hours in the morning and 
three others in two school hours in 
the afternoon The final entrance 
examinations are to be conducted by 
individual colleges for those who 
are successful in the official prelimi¬ 
nary tests. 


Construction of a 700,000kw 
thermal power plant was started 
near Asan on the west coast as the 
first turn-key project of the kind to 
be undertaken by a local construction 
firm. Hyundai Construction Co. will 
be responsible for the whole process 
of this project—designing, supply of 
construction materials, installation of 
generators, and construction of the 
plant building. 

Officials of Hyundai said that only 
the main equipment such as turbines 
will be imported from abroad to 
achieve a 42 per cent localization 
ratio of the project in terms of the 
value of materials and equipment 
used to complete the thermal power 
plant A total of 110.990 million 
won including $89 million in foreign 
loans will be invested in this project. 
The first 350,000kw generating unit 
is to be completed by early 1980, and 
the second unit with the same 
capacity by the mid-1980s. 
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Yacht Exports Go up 

Yachts have emerged as a pro¬ 
mising export item as orders from 
foreign countries show a steady rise. 
The Korea Shipbuilding Industry 
Association reports that local ship¬ 
yards concluded export contracts for 
$23,400,000 worth of yachts during 
the first 10 months of this year. 
Until last year, not a single yacht 
had been exported from Korea. 

Korea Tacoma exported $776,000 
worth , of yachts this year. The 
exports are part of the 20 high-class 
aluminum yachts the local shipyard 


Foreign Capital 

Eight foreign loans totalling 
$115,379,000 and three cases of 
foreign investment involving 
$5,355,000 were approved by the 
government's Foreign Capital 
Inducement Deliberation Committee 
last week. The largest of the eight 
loans involves $78,138,000 which 
will be induced by Chungnam 
Textile Co. from Co. Cloth Co, of 
London and. three other foreign 
companies. This loan will be used jo 
finance ^fr^^ation pf capital ■$$$$' 
for a cott&h spihhihg and 
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manufacturing plant which is now 
under construction at Taedok, 
Chungchong Namdo. 


Foreign Bank 

The Seoul Branch of the Bank of 
Credit and Commerce International 
was opened last week to become the 
first Middle East-financed foreign 
bank to do business in Korea. 
Officials said that 70 per cent of the 
capital stock of BCCI is owned by 
Middle East countries including 
Saudi Arabia. Kuwait, and the United 
Arab Emirates. The other 30 per cent 
is invested by the Bank of America. 
The head office of BCCI is located in 
London. 

With the formal opening of this 
bank branch, the number of foreign 
bank branches in Korea has in¬ 
creased to 15. In addition, there are 
11 foreign bank representative offices 
here. The Ministry of- finance is 
encouraging foreign banks of an 
international scale to open their 
branches in Korea with a view to 
forming an international foreign ex¬ 
change market in Seoul. Several 
more foreign banks are preparing to 
open branches here' this year or early 
next year. 

In one of the three authorized 
foreign investment cases, Societe 
Generate Bank of France will invest 


$.3,106,000 in a joint-venture 
merchant bank to be formed with 
Korea Air Lines and a number of 
Korean shareholders. The French 
investment will account for 50 per 
cent of the paid-in capital of the 
projected merchant bank. The com¬ 
mittee also endorsed applications for 
introduction of 13 items of foreign 
technology including computer pro¬ 
grams for designing and construction 
of ships. 


Koreanization Aim 
To ba Achievad by '80 

Koreanization of plant and in¬ 
termediate facilities through active 
heavy and chemical industrial deve¬ 
lopment projects is one major 
objective which Korea has to achieve 
before 1980 to attain a self-sufficient 
economic structure, the Korea Deve¬ 
lopment Institute (KDI) said recently. 

In a study report entitled "The 
Necessity of Heavy and Chemical 
Industries," the semi-official research 
organization stressed that more in¬ 
vestment body by the government 
and the business sectors should be 
made in the R&D (research and 
development) areas which are 
directly concerned with the long¬ 
term development Of the technology¬ 
intensive heavy industry. 


"It is true that the nation's heavy 
and chemical industries have made 
great strides since the 1960s. thanks 
to the government's vigorous in¬ 
dustrialization effort but there are 
still many problems which have to 
be solved immediately." the report 
argued. 

The report also took note of the | 
fact that only Pohang Iron and Steel 
Company (POSCO) has economica¬ 
lly feasible steel-making facilities by 
international standards, POSCO is : 
capable of producing some 
2.600,000 tons of steel products 
annually on a crude steel basis. 

Taking into account these and 
other facts, the report recommended 
that the government come out with 
an integrated heavy industrial deve¬ 
lopment plan under which the related 
industries are encouraged to inter¬ 
lock. 

This comes at a time when the 
happy news of Korea's exports 
touching the 100 billion dollar target 
is on everybody's lips. It is a great 
effort, aided by perfect planning and 
sustained hard work on the part of 
the Korean people And with 
Koreanization of all major industries 
the exports will surely go up ten¬ 
fold putting Korea right on top of the 
industrial map of the world. 


A Warm 
Gesture 


Mrs Lae, wife of the 
Amb*t**iiorH.E Bum BukLee 
tes#«n dl*tributfna Diweif 









Old Monuments 
Embody National 

Identity 




Visitors to Kanghwa-do Island off the central west coast will v 
be surprised to find that the whole island appears remarkably 
different from the way it did just a few years ago. The ancient 
ruins of walls, fortresses and public office structures have been 
restored to their original appearance, roads have been expanded 
and paved, and tourists have notably increased. 

This transformation of the island, which was once the wartime 
capital and the frontline of national defence, is just one example 
of the extensive historical remains renovation projects being 
launched by the government A number of major antique 
monuments across the nation have also regained their original 
grandeur, and many others are either under reclamation work at 
the moment or on the list of imminent projects, under the 
government's three-year master plan for rehabilitating historical 
assets, * 

The all out face-lifting work on the historic monuments has 
Cpmd a$ part of the present administration's ever-stressed policy 
for rediscovering the national identity. Announcing the initiation 
of a three-year plan In January this year. Minister of Culture and 
Information Kim Seong jin told the press, The program will be 
W$Wyemphasized because the cultural remains constitute the. 
very heritage of our national culture This is the basis of our 
efforts to rediscover the* national identity.'* Drawing a new 
definition as, to "who we are really" has been a fundamental idee 
Cf the present government's cultural policy over the past yearsi 
Has always been the purpose of providing the 
Hadpjy yyjlth renewed pride and cpursge as spiritoti arn^mem td 
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Two Korean Art shows including 
Dolls. Handicrafts and Photographs 
were held—one at Bombay from 
Nov. 7 to Nov. 13 and the other at 
Madras from Nov. 21 to 27— 
organized jointly by the Embassy of 
the Republic of Korea in India and 
the Indo-Korean Society, Bombay 
and Madras respectively. 



Minister and the ambassador are going round the exhibition which was held 
in Bombay. 

Mr. Rupawate showed a keen interest in the exhibits particularly the traditional 
crafts of Korea. 
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Maharashtra Social Welfare 
Minister. D.T. Rupawate while 
inaugurating the show in Bombay 
had said. "There was cultural bonds 
between Korea and India. Korea had 
shown that although it had passed 
through wars to gain and maintain 
its freedom, centuries old crafts, 
paintings and culture remained 
intact." 

The South Korean Ambassador 
H.E. Mr. Bum Suk Lee who was 
present observed that the cultural 
ties between the twocountries would 
be further strengthened. 

Similarly in Madras Miss P.T. 
Saraswatr. Tamil Nadu Minister for 
Social Welfare said while inaugurat¬ 
ing the exhibition that imaginative 
exposition of a country's cultural and 
artistic mores was a powerful medium 1 
that could "more than anything 
else" promote friendship with other 
states. 












Korean Art Stows In Bombay And Madras 

A Feast Fop Art Lovers 


"AND HERE 18 WEALTH THAT HAS TO BE PATIENTLY READ OFF 
FROM EACH PICTURE." 

INDIAN EXPRESS. MADRAS 



Miss P T Saraswati Tamil Nadu The minister along with the Korean along with the ambassador cutting 

Minister of Social Welfare is seen ambassador Mr. Lee going round the the tape to inaugurate the exhibition 

appreciating a typical Korean vase exhibition. The minister is seen (below) open. 


The paintings displayed, both at 
Bambay and Madras are mainly 
18th and 19th century paintings 
showing the unique amalgam of 
distinctly Korean Folk style and 
imagery with the enormous intellec¬ 
tual base of Chinese classicism. 

The main content of the paintings 
is folk religion and belief. Each of the 
paintings are replete with immense 
artistic wealth which can only be 
analysed through deep perception. 

The paintings are innovative and 
evident of native genius within the 
larger classical tradition. 

It go^s without saying that both 
at Bt^npay and Madras, it attracted 
.;huj|i .‘Crowds:%»m‘ alt walks of life 
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Seared Buddha in gold ts from Kuhwang. 
Kyong-ju 


Until recently Korean art was 
scarcely thought to have an identity 
distinct from that of Chinese and 
Japanese art. This ignorance was 
largely due to the awkward geo¬ 
graphical situation of the country. 

Korean art became known to the 
Western world only in about 1910, 
when Korea was overpowered by 
Japan Japanese archaeologists and 
art historians were fascinated by 
the extraordinary merits of art 
treasures of this remote country. 
Like any other example of Oriental 
art the aesthetic qualities of Korean 
art were also explored; and soon 
many scholars and specialists came 
forward to evaluate the merits of 
the great art traditions of this small 
couhtry. 

In 1920. the German Christian 
missionary and scholar. Andreas 
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The Glory of 
Silla 

Sculpture 

By KUKKOO 


Eckardt. made the first attempt to 
write a comprehensive history of 
Korean art And for about 30 
years, his work remained the only 
available source of information about 
Korean art. Since then, a flood of 
publications has appeared in Europe 
seeking to repair their ignorance 
of the rich traditions of Korean 
art. 

The influence of Chinese and 
Japanese culture on Korean art 
cannot be totally ignored, but Korean 
artists never merely copied the 
foreign norms and proportions they 
also contributed their own original 
interpretations and expressions. The 
tribal states in the vast area between 
Sungari river in northeastern Man¬ 
churia and the Naktong river in 
southern Korea, were consolidated 
into three powerful kingdoms, some¬ 
time before seventh century Bud¬ 
dhism. which came to Korea in 
about 742 through India, made 
a great impact on Korean life The 
unification of the Three Kingdoms' 
by Silla in 668, led to a completely 
new concept of culture and art 
in Korean life Soaring and majestic 
pagodas, and massive sculptures, 
of this great dynasty are some of 
the very fine example of East Asian 
artistic games. Since Buddhism was 
the driving force over the social 
life of the people and its influence 
on art of this period is very much 
visible. The, works of art produced 
under such circumstances became 
dominantly Buddhistic. The sculptu¬ 
res created during this period were 
mostly Buddhist idols. 



Sculptures of Silla period: 

From 668 to 935. Korea gradually 
developed its own style, which 
was started in the Three Kingdoms 
period. The influence of their pre¬ 
decessors was very much apparent 
in the early Silla sculptures- It was 
in the mid-eighth century that Silla 
period achieved brilliant perfection. 
We come across many fantastic 
sculptures like Sokkuram Grotto, 
which is one of the finest examples 
of Asian stone carving The influence 
of Indian and central Asian art, 
however, is not significant. Many 
changes were made by the Korean 
sculptors which truly reflected their 
own genius and their own canons 
of beauty. This also showed that 
the Indian style had been, to a 
unmistakable degree, superimposed 
on the T'ang style. 

Stone sculpture of Amitabha. 
which was discovered at Piam-sa 
temple, in Tabang-ni, Chongdong- 
myon. Yon'gi-Kun south Ch'ungch- 
ong province, is a set of three 
sculptures. In this sculpture, the 
main Buddha is flanked by the 
images of two Bodhisattvas stahdirt# ’ 
on lotus pedestal. The main Buddha 
is protected by twg flame shaped 
nimbus. However, this sculpture Still 
retains the style of .three kingdoms, 
which .is characterized by .:the, 
symmetrical arrangement of the^frapfv; 
ery of the figure and the formation!’ 
of the nimbus. This also;contains''. 


inscriptiohist bearing a date, which 
shows 1 •jhqt/iit'. was 
year of the .SiMa period 






triad are fine examples of Korean art 
showing the transitional style which 
emerged in the initial period of 
Unified Silla. The inscriptions also 
bear the names of Paekche officials 
and Paekche government positions, 
which denotes that this sculpture 
was created by Paekche artists. 
The seated Buddha of Kuhwang- 
hi of Kyongju shows a style which 
is more Korean. Masculine character 
of the figure, while retaining the 
traditional smile of the East, tends 
towards more individual style of 
Silla period. The other major 
sculpture of this period—the stand- 


The significance of these figures 
are. that they were executed shortly 
after the unification and that the 
dates of their creation are also 
recorded. 


Cave temples 

In this period we also 
see the emergence of the cave 
temples and sculptures. Many big 
and small caves were carved and 
were adorned with various re¬ 
presentations of the Buddha. The 
seated Buddha in Pulgok valley 
on Namsan mountain in Kyongju. 



One d the earliest example d Cave temple d Kunwi & a Triad depicting Bodhisattva 
as the main figure. 


ing Buddha of Kuhwang-ni, Kyong¬ 
ju—is in gold. Though the figure 
retains the smile, the eyes are in a 
shape of apricot seeds. There are 
no neck creases and drapery also 
observes the symmetry. These two 
sculptures with the characteristics of 
the eves, mouth surplices and nimbi 
style of represents * 
^ ".■they' 

W‘. of creating 


is enshrined in a recessed niche 
cut into a rock. The execution of 
this figure shows that this sculpture 
was carved immediately after the 
unification of Silla dynasty. Although 
the niche is not broad enough to 
be called a cave temple, it. neverthe¬ 
less. suggests that the idea of cave 
temples had already sprouted in 
Unified Silla by that time. 

The first full-fledged cave temple 
Constructed in Korea is located in 
Namsandong. Pugye-myon, Kunwi- 
gua This traid of Kunwi was carved 


out of the waist of a rocky mountain 
called Hakso-dae. This cava contains 
three figures of Buddha and 
Bodhisattva. The main Buddha which 
is carved on the rear wait is flanked 
by two Bodhisattvas. All these 
three sculptures are carved out in 
three different stones. The main 
Buddha has got a masculine facial 
expression and has got three creases 
around his neck. An undisputable 
development of new style is very 
much visible by the clearly delineat¬ 
ing contours of his body. The two 
Bodhisattvas are slightly turning 
toward the main Buddha. Their 
draperies droop down concealing 
the lotus pedestal. The folds of 
the drapery of the front portion 
show a transition to a new style. 

The cave temples which were 
first constructed in about 700 of 
the Christian era ultimately found 
their permanent home in Kyongju. 
the capital of Silla. This was started 
with the creation of Skkulam. which 1 
is one of the finest example of 
Korean sculptures. The cave, in 
which this sculpture is done, was 
artificially built. Ten bas-reliefs adorn 
the ablong shaped antechamber 
of the cave. There are three Vajrapani 
on right and left walls, while facing 
each other. Two more Vajrapanis 
are on the wall facing the front 
principal hall. As usual the four 
guardians are placed on both walls 
of the corridor. The huge main 
figure of Sakyamuni bears a calm 
look, which is a typical representa¬ 
tion of the Asian art. It displays a 
sublime beauty of harmony. The 
surroundings of this sculpture are 
tastefully decorated with various 
lotus padestals and medallions and 
monastic robe which covers only 
his right shoulder. The Bodhisattvas 
wear thin clothes and are richly 
adorned with jewellery. With 
sokkulam, Korea's Buddhist 
sculpture achieved the zenith of 
development as a result of absorp¬ 
tion of T'ang style and style of 
Unified Silla period. 


• • • 


Hunt lillinttN 
in nakin-ra 




The bio sun just appearing on the 
horizon of the East Sea reddens a 
giant, white granite statue of a 
bodhisattva. 

The seaside bodhisattva—the 
biggest of its kind in the Orient— 
stands high within the compound 
of Naksan-sa Temple, one of the 
Eight Sights in the "Kwandong" 
(Kangwon-do) district. 

On Nov. 5, it was formally 
dedicated in a religious eye- 
attachment ceremony with the 
attendance of Supreme Patriarch 
Sue Ong of the Korean Buddhist 
Chogye-jong Order, other leaders 
and about 5,000 lay believers. 

The dedication of the 15-metre- 
high Bodhisattva erected on a six- 
metre-high granite pedestal came 
after six years and six months of 
foundation and sculptural work with 
a total fund of nearly 160 million 
won. 

Wearing a holy smile and staring 
into the southeastern sky, the 
bodhisattva is located on Sinson- 
bong Peak in Chon-jin f-ri, Kanghyo- 
myon. Yang-yang-gun. Kangwon- 
do. It is a sculptural work of Kwon 
Chong-hwan. 46, of Pusan. 

The religious saga dates back to 
one spring day in May, 1972, when 
chief priest Choe Won-chol of 
Naksan-sa Temple came to think 
about the building of the statue after 
dreaming of an old high monk 
who strongly suggested it to him. 

The old monk, resembling one of. 
the Buddha images enshrined at the 
temple, visited him in a dream for 
three consecutive nights and then 
disappeared, according to Choe, 
after taking him out of the temple 
site and guiding him to Sinson- 
bong Peak. 

Vea Choe. 47. reported his dream 
immediately to the religious affairs 
board of the Chogye-jong Order 
headquartered in Seoul, and the 
project started with 80 million won 
initially donated by believers from 19 
denominations of Korean Buddhism. 

For the structure, huge granite 
rocks weighing some 700 tons in 
total Were brought by land aH the 
way from Mt, Hwangdung*san in 
irif it also heeded an 

persons including 
athichber ^skilled masons. 


Considering that the Bodhisattva's 
face should have an expression of 
great mercy and compassion, 
sculptor Kwon gave it detailed final 
carving again and again. The holy 
statue holds a nectar bottle in the 
right hand and the train lightly in 
the left hand. 

The octagonal pedestal supporting 
the mammoth Bodhisattva has a 
relief of the four Devas and other 
Buddhist sculptures. The statue is 
regarded as the greatest achievement 
of Buddhist arts by Naksan-sa. which 
was built in A.D. 671 by the great 
monk Uisang of Silla. 

From the day when the granite 
standing Bodhisattva was solemnly 
dedicated, Naksan-sa Temple went 


Stone Buddha in seated posture at Kunsu-ri 


into a thousand-day prayer for 
national’peace and security. 

Buddhist sculpture has been 
handed'down to 46-year-old Kwon 
for three generations, and he 
expressed satisfaction with his latest 
holy work because it is the biggest 
of its kind in Asia and is erected 
within the compound of Naksan-sa. 
the main temple of Avalokitesvara. 

With the dedication, the giant 
Bodhisattva is expected not only to 
boost the religious minds of the 
eight-million-member Korean 

Buddhist family but also to appear as 
one of the major tourist sights for 
summer holiday-makers and foreign 
sightseers who visit Naksan-sa and 
nearby beaches. • 
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Tale F rom Three Kingdoms 

Kyebaeh, The Loyal General 


Uija-wang. the 31st and last sovereign 
of Paekje, was seated at his usual gala 
banquet surrounded by a galaxy of 
Paeje's beauties singing, dancing and 
pressing cups to the royal lips. Wine 
flowed freely and music pounded wildly 
The king laughed and drank merrily 
till his sensual blood ran in his veins and 
flooded his face His dreamy eyes sparkled 
for joy and his glittering dragon's robe 
fluttered in the wind, interlaced with the 
jeweled skirts of his favourite court - 
ladies. He began the picnic party on the 
eastern terrace of Pusosan at moonrise 
and continued the noisy revel on the 
western terrace of the same mountain 
with the dying moon, which cast its 
last rays on the thundering stream of 
Saja-su below the overhanging rock 
whereon the king and his fair companions 
sat. The king looked on the ruffling 
wavelets reflecting the shadows of the 
lovely faces and loosened skirts of his 
women, and loudly sang. "The flowing 
wavelets make a sea of flowers for aye ” 
All of a sudden, there arose a shriek 
of alarm—The enemy! The enemy* 
T'ang! Sillai Kyebaek. commanding the 
defending forces, urged the king to take 
action. 

Ktng. (dreamily) "What! Two enemies 
are coming to war while I am drinking in 
peace." 

Kyebaek. "Your Majesty* It is no time to 
joke. The allied enemy is coming 
because you drink day and night 
You like flatterers and hate loyal 
courtiers and patriotic soldiers, who 
are now groaning in the prison I also 
memorialized the throne to be on 
the alert with military preparedness 
instead of indulging in tender de¬ 
lights, but to no purpose Now it is 
too late, and we have no time to 
lose. You order out battalions to 
fight Su Ting-fang coming over the 
sea from T'ang. and I will lead five 
” thousand brave sons of Paekje under 
my command to a decisive battle 
against Kim Yusins Hwarang troop¬ 
ers, from Silla. bjow I am going—per¬ 
haps never to return. Long live the 
king!" 


Kyebaek drew his sword and cut off 
the head of his wife with a loud cry 
— "It is better to die at my hand 
than to become the slave of the 
enemy " 

He led his five thousand brave warriors 
into four pitched battles against the 
Silla invaders on the plains of Hwangsan 
(now Yonsan. South Chungchong Pro¬ 
vince) and hurled back the enemy with 
arrows and fists, and kept him off 
Kim Yusin retreated to a safe distance 
and issued an order to his defeated 
soldiers 1 

—The Paekje warriors are die-hard' 
units before whom the Silla attackers 
lost their fighting spirit We have 
called in hundreds and thousands 
of reinforcement from T'ang to fight 
side by side with Silla against our 
sworn enemy ~ Paekje. but if we 
fall back, scatter and flee, the T'ang 
generals will return home without 
fight So the rise or fall of Silla depends 
on this single action. Now is the 
time for every son of Silla to offer 
his life for fatherland and to de¬ 
monstrate valor 

General Humsun (Kim Yu-sin's young¬ 
er brother) called his seventeen-year- 
old son, Pan'gul, to go and fight. The 
young Hwarang brandished his sword 
on horseback and charged into the 
Paekje position and slashed a dozen 
heads but at last he fell to the enemy 
swords 

Then General Pamil called his youthful 
son, Kwanchang. to go and fight. Kwan- 
chang spurred his steed against the 
Paekje defenders 

Kyebaek admired the 'Hwarang' for 
his valor and watched his feat, but 
soon the little enemy was taken alive 
and with both hands bound on his back 
was brought before kyebaek. 

Kyebaek was movecMby the dauntless 
spirit of the enemy yputh, and sent 
him home free on foot Kwanchang was 
very ashamed and asked for his father's 
thundering steed and lightning sword 
With these he charged back to the 
Paekje position and whipped off the 
heads of several enemy cavalrymen 


including General Unsok. Tfien Kyebaek 
roared 

—This is no horse racing tournament. 
Cut off the head of the bold Silla 
youth 

So his head was cut off instantly 

and was returned to the Silla head¬ 
quarters by tying it to the tail of his 
own steed. 

At this sight. Kim Yu-sin bellowed 

to his men to charge in a general 
offensive, and the Silla forces of over¬ 
whelming numerical superiority made 
a shock attack like roaring waves 

The Paekje soldiers were driven back 
in scattered companies, but Kyebaek 

drew his sword and tried to rally his 

fleeing soldiers 

—Man dies but once, and must 
die an honourable death You are 
expected to fight valiantly for king 
and country, and fall on the field of 
honour 

Then his staff officers murmured 
— General, let us pull back. The 
enemy is a butcher today He is 
slaughtering our men. To fight m 
suicide, and suicide means defeat. 
Kyebaek roared 

"Defeat your defeatism. But if you 
feel life is dearer than honour go away 
I will fight and die alone." 

Kyebaek climbed a hill and shot to 
death the Silla invaders in countless 
numbers with poisonous arrows and 
his strong bow. which he twanged 
and whizzed by employing all his might. 
When his bow was broken and his 
arrows were all gone, he bowed toward 
the king's palace in Puyo, slashed his 
own belly with his sword and then 
fell upon it. * 

With the tragic death of Kyebaek and 
the collapse of the defense on every 
front the allied troops of Tang and Silla 
occupied Puyo without meeting any 
more resistance. Uija-wang surrendered 
to the victorious enemy and was carried 
away to Tang in captivity, but the three 
thousand/cdurt beauties ran before the 
pursuing enemy end Jumped from "the 
Rock on the Moon-Farewell Hill, into 
the Sajp River below as falling flowers.. 









Saemaul 
Undong in 

Urban 

Areas 



Left: Early morning cleaning oftyyong* 
(Jong* Chung ku street & an exempts: 
at cooperative venture under Sterna*ft 
progriw'jj^ri'aa6dri : irees: ' 

Tdpr '( tyeafitfpm /s next fa gqcttfhe&s-* 
paptfcj&ri'hir^n Meaning of 
Semchonpo road 


Above: Employees of the various trade 
also participate in early morning 
Cleaning of their areas * Cleanliness 
drive hes a very important place in 
sckpgi curriculum. 


It is generally admitted that the 
Saemaul programme in the Urban areas 
has not been of that magnitude as ii 
has been in the rural areas. Nevertheless, 
Saemaul programme have been briskly 
carried out in Urban ar.eas. giving rise 
to a number of successful cases. 

It is also known that there are some 
Urban Saemaul leaders who have been 
presented with medals and citations. 

It is obvious that the conditions 
peculiar to urban arejs make it difficult 
for them to carry out the programme the 
way the rural population have done. 

The Urban Saemaul movement which 
was initiated in 1974 has been responsi¬ 
ble for giving the urban areas a new 
look 

The urban movement was started 
after sensing the need for the creation 
of a prosperous nation based on co¬ 
operation of all people in the country 

Farmers were more or less trained 
to accept the basic spirit of the Saemaul 
movement, but the more sophisticated 
urban people were difficult to convince 

Since there is no special community 
concept defined by a small cluster of 
* households, no specific co-operation 
is required with neighbours who have 
different occupations and living 
standards 

In rural areas the village is the centre 
of activities, but in urban areas offices 
or factories are the centres of common 
interest and activities. For the urban 
Saemaul movement different criteria and 
different policy guidelines were required. 

Therefore, the emphasis of the urban 
Saemaul was on such activities as 
1) maintaining order in urban life. 2) help¬ 
ing less privileged neighbour, 3) saving 
energy material. 4) cleaning the city. 

5) fostering friendship with neighbours. 

6) helping the rural Saemaul movement 
etc. In 1974 itself 5.300 schools, offices 
and factories participated in the Saemaul 





| movement by initiating various activities, 
| Since then the Saemaul movement 
f in urban areas has m^fbe great strides 
' and the movement has become very 
: popular with the people who nowadays 
; show, great enthusiasm in participating 
? in large numbers 

The most significant achievement has 
been the cleanliness and beautification 
. drive in urban areas. Foreign visitors 
to Korea are always impressed with 
its clean environment in the urban 
areas—a rarity in other parts of the world 

The photographs given in this article 
clearly illustrates the enthusiasm and 
spirit of the Urban Saemaul movement 

The 'lov* your neighbour' move¬ 
ment aimed at fostering co-operative 
spirit among the urban people has been 
a great success. Especially leaders of the 
society such as heads of government 
offices, presidents of business firms, 
university professors, lawyers etc were 
encouraged to participate actively in 
the movement. 

The Urban Saemaul movement also 
emphasises promotion of sound morals as 
a healthy discipline of citizens, and the 
establishment of a firm social order 
The private institutions Saemaul Undong 
Consultative Council would gradually 
take over the planning and co-operation 
of the urban Saemaul movement, and 
those social leaders who received train¬ 
ing at the Saemaul leaders training 
institute would be kept persons in promot¬ 
ing the movement. Improvement of slum 
areas, establishment of sound and healthy 
morals and ethics in trade, beautification 
of city roads, promotion of usage of 
common facilities etc 

Urban Saemaul also aims at political 
awakening of the people, and publicity 
on the effectiveness of the Saemaul 
movement and on the usefulness of 
practice and doing rather than theories 
and words The specific targets are 
urban areas and backward villages m 
rural areas 

The urban Saemaul Undong in 1977 
emphasised the basic philosophy that 
no citizen should be excluded from a 
popular movement designed to bring 
about common prosperity Urban socie¬ 
ties are advanced in material development 
but lacking in mental development The 
Urban Saemaul laid also stress in 1977 
bn renewal of thinking, morality and 
environmental purity. 

In' Korea the Saemaul Undong is 
used as a training vehicle for the people 
to solve their own problems. After 
five years of the ^movement the initiative 
is being turned over to the people in 
urban areas now. 


Catt/e grazing in the Sunghwan pasture 
Kyongju Children waving at tourists 




Korean Naval Knit VisitsBeirtay 







When 
Winter is 

•m 

For 

Fun-Frolic 





Korean people in vary much In love with winter sports: 
Theycome out whenever there is snowfall, end enjoy verious 
types of winter sports, in these few pictures we see Koreen 
femjps# tWtoiSrthemselves In the eeteof skins end ice skstlng 
etfcVftniW Jjfap Mesne is tot of, fun to Koreen children. Korea 
i^ie^j^ii^y.uitnier hdMdey resorts. Deep snowfall also 
IseMnwty i thick cost of snow. 
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HISTORY OF KOREA'S NUCLEAR PROGRESS 


Feb. 

3.1966 

Mar. 

9.1966 

Aug. 

8.1967 

Jam 

21.1969 

Mar. 

1.1969 

JuJ. 

14.1959 

Mar. 

30,1962 

Dec. 

17,1963 

Nov. 

30.1966 

Apr. 

12,1967 

Jan. 

6.1968 

Dec. 

31.1971 

May 

19.1972 

Oct. 

12,1972 

Feb. 

17.1973 

Feb. 

17,1973 

Oct. 

19.1974 

Mar. 

20,1976 

Apr. 

23.1976 

Sep. 

22,1976 

Nov. 

14.1975 

Jan. 

26.1976 

Feb. 

12.1976 

May 

10,1976 

Oct. 

1.1976 

Dec. 

1.1976 

.Dee. 

10.1976 

Apr. 

26.1977 

M«V 

26.1977 


Jut. IS, 1977 


30 


Signed Agreement for Cooperation between Governments of Republic of Korea and United States 
of America Concerning the Civil Uses of Atomic Energy. 

Established Atomic Energy Section in Ministry of Education. 

Affiliated with International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). 

Established Office of Atomic Energy (OAE) under direct control of President. 

Established Atomic Energy Research Institute (AERI) in OAE. 

Started Construction of TRIGA MARK-II Research Reactor (100 KW). 

TRIGA MARK-II Research Reactor went critical. 

Established Radiological Research Institute (RRI in OAE). 

Established Radiation Research Institute for Agriculture (RRIA) in OAE. 

OAE attached to Ministry of Science and Technology (MOST). 

Agreement between IAEA, Governments of Republic of Korea and United States of America for 
safeguards in use of nuclear material entered into force. 

Started construction of Kori Nuclear Power Plant Unit# 1 (595 MWe) by Korea Electric Company 
(KECO). 

TRIGA MARK-III Research Reactor went critical. 

Established Korea Atomic Industrial Forum (KAIF), Inc. 

Established Atomic Energy Bureau (AEB) within MOST. 

Established Korea Atomic Energy Research Institute (KAERI) incorporating AERI, RRI, and RRIA. 

The Agreement for Technical Cooperation in Atomic Energy between the Ministry of Science and 
Technology of the Republic of Korea and the Commissariat A 1‘Energie Atomique the Republic of 
France entered into force. 

Ratified the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons. 

The treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons entered into force. 

The Agreement between IAEA, the Government of the Republic of Korea and the Government of 
the French Republic for the Application of Safeguards entered into force. 

The Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Korea and IAEA for the Application of 
Safeguards in connection with the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons entered into 
force. 

The Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Korea and the Government of Canada 
for Cooperation in the Development and Application of Atomic Energy for Peaceful Purpose entered 
into force. 

The Subsidiary Arrangements to the NPT Safeguards Agreement between the Republic of Korea 
and IAEA entered into force. 

Established the National System of Safeguards fir International Cooperation Directorate In MOST. 
Established the Korea Nuclear Engineering Services, Inc. a 

Established the Korea Fuel Development Institute. 

Signed the Complimentary Agreement of Cooperation between the Atomic Energy Commission of 
the Republic of Korea and the La Junta De Energia Nuclear of Spain for Development fir Application 
of the Peaceful Uses of Atomic Energy. 

Started initial core loading at Kori, Nuclear Power Plant Unit#1. 

Started construction of Kori Nuclear Power Plant Unit #2 (560 MWe)byKores Electric Company 
(KECO). / V:V/< •; : -v' 

Started construction of Wo!suing Nudear Power Plant Unit 1 (575.7 MWe) by Korea Electric 
Company (KECO). ' ' 
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reading matter peritfifoatT irt ydUr ■ 
esteemed journal always gives us great 
pleasure, ft Jy ftcbfettaAt 

kmfiesH ch. bhattacharya 

EDITOR. Bl WfEKlY NEWSPAPER 

‘DANKA* 
KARIMGANG, ASSAM 
l happen to go through your October 77 
issu& of the Pictorial Korean News. It 
was realty interesting. 

KINGSLEY ARUNOTHAKUMAR 

ASSOCIATE EDITOR 
ARAIKOOVAL, MADRAS 
I am a regular reader of your esteemed 
"Korean News" which come to our 
newspaper regularly. The informative 
articles in your magazine are of immense 
use to us as a newspaper. 

P. SUNDARARAJAN 
SUB-EDITOR 
ALAI OSAI. MADRAS 
Thanks for the regular bringing out of 
Korean News which throws light on 
Korean Culture. Social. Political and 
Economic life. 

MASHKOOR MOYA QURESHI 
EDITOR "AZAAD" PAPER 
DHALWAS. PAlZANPUR 
I read Korean News regularly. It is the 
best magazine on the subject for Indian 
readers. It has many helpful articles in 
every issue. The Editing and production 
is excellent. 

EDITOR " P/L/BHIT REPORTER " 
PILIBHIT. U.P. 
After a long period of reading "Korean 
News", I am glad to say that compared 
to other Embassy publications. Korean 
News is superb. I am much impressed by 
its fine photographs, good printing and 
informative articles. 

LJ. GANDHI 
SURENDRANAGAR 
I have been a regular reader of the 
Korean News for well over a year. Your 
well produced and enlightening magazine 
has greatly enhanced my knowledge 
about ypur beautiful country. I am sure 
you will continue your positive efforts to 
provide some lively topics to countless of 
readers. 

MRS, NANCY KOUL 
LEO HOUSE 
SHAKTI NAGAR 
JAMMU-1 TAWI 



The Korean News is really interesting and 
inspiring. It gives immense information 
about the modern world and the Korean 
people in particular 

K. KOYAKUTTY NAHA 
PARAPPANANGADI. 

KERALA 

We find your Korean News very excellent 
and interesting. Really, it is the best 
magazine published by any embassy in 
India. 

YASH PAL CHUGH 
CENTEX PUBLICATION 
* NEW RAJINDER NAGAR 
NEW DELHI 

We thank you for sending us your well 
produced magazine. I express my 
heartiest gratitude on behalf of my 
executive committee. In particular and 
that of the members In general. 

MOSHRAFF HUSSAIN 
GENERAL SECRETARY 
ISLAMIC STUDENTS ORGANISATION 
BELGACHIA, CALCUTTA 


readers on Socio- 
set up and developments in 
surniy a useful' cominunicetldn medial 
that helps strengthen the friendship ' 
between the two countrlss. - 

S. SUNDARA RAMAN, LiCttfRtti ; 
THIAGARAJAN SCHOOt-(JiP, v 
MANAGEMENT. MADliffiM' 

I recently chanced to come across 
copy of the October 1977 issue of yPMf 
Pictorial Korean News. I went through Hf 7 
very carefully and found it highly inf<xtt»e* v 
tlve. My compliments to you on your 
excellent production, 

M. ANJAN 
READER IN HISTORY; 
OSMANIA UNIVERSITY 
HYDERABAD 
The Korean News received by this office 
gives good news about all round 
advancement of Korea. We shall be 
further benefited it you arrange to give 
some more information on the Medical 
and Health position as managed by the 
Republic of Korea. 

DR. RK. BHARDWAJ 
MANAGING EDITOR. INDIAN 
MEDICAL PRACTITIONER. 
BAHADURGARH ROAD 
DELHI-6 

This institution is grateful to receive 
regular copies of your esteemed journal 
.which is so beautifully produced and 
contains so many useful information 
on Korea 

P*S.N. RAJ U 
PRINCIPAL. KENDRIYA VIDYALAYA 
KHURDA ROAD. JATHI 
Korean News is enjoyable to read because 
it contains useful and interesting informa¬ 
tion about the Republic of Korea and its 
people. I am really impressed by your 
colourful magazine 

G. ROY CHOWDHURY 
B-14/B PRASANTA AVENUE. 

CHITTARANJAN 
BURDWAN DlST.v 
WEST BENGAL 
I have found your magazine very interest¬ 
ing and informative and have been 
using some of its contents by translating* 
them into Hindi. 

RAM ADHIR 
JOURNALIST 
BRAHMINP^A. RAIPUR 
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Alt India Fina Arts and Craft 
Society, New Delhi held its 
International Art Exhibition at 
their galleries. Korea also parti¬ 
cipated with four Modern 
Painters. Korean Paintings were 
widely acclaimed by Indian art¬ 
ists and art critics. Here we see 
President of India along with the 
Korean Ambassador seeing one 
of the paintings done by a Korean 
Artist. In this international 
Exhibition of Art more than 30 
countries had participated. 
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Korean Exports Cross 10 Billion Dollar Mark, papa 6 

The year 1977 has been a significant year for Korean trade when exports crossed the target of 10 billion 
dollars. This achievement can only be summed up by a recent City Bank report which said "one of the 
outstanding Economic stories of recent decades". 

This, as experts say clearly illustrates South Korea as a shining example of how poor countries can climb 
to self sufficiency and compare the 10 per cent annual growth rate of its economy to Japans spectacular 
development in the 1960'$. The surge even concerns such leading trading giants as Japan, which is begin- 
ning to find Korea a formidable rival in exports ranging from ships to industrial machinery. A recent study 
by the Mitsubishi Economic Research Centre of Tokyo observed that Japans share of Asian markets has 
dropped slightly since 1970, while those of other semi-industrialised countries, led by South Korea have 
increased. 


Obul Island Turns Richest in Nation, page 8 

•The spirit of Saemaul Undong has converted a tiny island village into the nations richest with three times as much the nations per 
capita income this year. Obul-li village with only 421 inhabitants of 63 household is expected to mark a record. 2700 dollars in 
per capita income this year. This means that every household is to make. 5.700.000 won this year, which far exceeds the average 
income of middle class homes in large cities. 


Mors Meat, Fish snd Lssi Rios, page 12 

Following decades of struggle to achieve self sufficiency in rice, Korea faces a "food problem" with a different twist. It is how to 
cope with the apparently rising demand of people for an improved diet pattern. Three years ago. the staple food produced here was 
about 10 per cent short of meeting its total consumption. So the government continued to import wheat and stimulated people to eat 
more bread, noodle and other wheat related food items in place of rice. The major reason behind a greater demand for high proteins 
as well as processed food is a rising Ivel of personal income-—a phenomenon verified in any advanced country without exceptions. 


KBS Audiences Growing Abroad, page 13 

One year after it moved into the newly constructed broadcasting centre on Voido. the Korean Broadcasting System is now reaching 
various parts of the world as an effective medium for international understanding. Established in 1927 as a public corporation financed 
by the public, the Broadcasting station celebrated the first anniversary of its new location recently. 

"We are deeply encouraged by the favourable responses from abroad." said an official in charge of public relations for the system, 
"we receive thousands of letters from foreign audiences a month. Some foreigners interested in our shows have also visited the 
centre to express their interest in our programs. 



Noteworthy Inventions by Koreans, pege 14 

The Koreans are a very innovative race. They are credited with many firsts in the history of the world 
including the first ironclad battleship. They were the ones to have contributed much to improve on the art 
of printing. In this interesting article one will read with amazement about the noteworthy inventions made 
by the Koreans. 
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PRESIDENT 
PARK’S 
NEW YEAR 
MESSAGE 


Dear compatriots at home and abroad 

An eventful year has passed, and the 
Morning of 1978. a new year full of hope, 
has dawned 

I extend my warmest New Year's 
greetings to you. my fellow country¬ 
men. in a sincere appreciation of the 
efforts you made to accomplish signi¬ 
ficant achievements in national 
development despite many difficulties 
during the past year. 

I also join all the people at home to 
express our heartfelt thanks and new 
year's greetings to our compatriots abroad 
who contribute to the honour of our 
nation in foreign countries. And we 
extend the same gratitudes and season's 
blessings to our construction workers, 
technicians, export businessmen, and 
deep-sea fishermen who proudly 
demonstrate our nation s capabilities and 
spirit all over the world, especially in the 
middle east. 

In retrospect although we encountered 
numerous difficulties and also trials last 
'year, we wisely surmounted them all 
accomplished many, excellent achieve¬ 
ments. 


Our economy continued to grow while 
achieving considerable stability despite 
many uncertainties in the international 
environment and challenges arising from 
the world economy. 

Last year, there occurred a series of 
heartbreaking disasters such as droughts 
and floods, accidents at Iri and 
Changsung. and the sinking of fishing 
boats in the east sea. 

Nevertheless, it was extremely heart¬ 
warming to see all of our people react to 
such unforeseen disasters with speed 
and courage, participating with a sense of 
brotherly love in relief efforts for disaster 
victims. We have shown by deeds our 
national unity as a civilized people. 

We were firmly determined not to 
tolerate any damage from the unprece¬ 
dented drought of last year, and as a 
consequence, we achieved the world's 
highest unit rice production of 4,940 
kilograms per hectare on the average and 
the record annual harvest of 6,006,000 
tons of rice. 

Furthermore, it was during the past 
year that we came to mark a milestone 


in the course of industrialization toward 
national renaissance by breaking the point 
of ten billion dollars in annual exports. 
This was a reward for hard work shared 
by all the people 

The heavy and chemical industries 
which supported the high growth of 
exports were substantially expanded last 
year, and the construction of the Kori 
Atomic Power Plant opened the nuclear 
age in our country. 

The growing strength of our nation 
was also proved in international arena 
through such meaningful events as the 
conquest of the summit of Mt. Everest 
by our alpinists who manifested the 
Korean people's strong*spirit before the 
whole world, and victories by our young 
people at the world skill Olympics and in 
various international sports games. 

Besides, we have continued our efforts 
to repair or revive various, cultural assets 
and historical sites in which our fore¬ 
fathers' wisdom and spirit are emodied. 
We want td qse these cultural symbols 
in consolidating our spirit of 
self-reliance. 





President Park Chung Hee 

At the same time, our citizens have 
voluntarily launched a nation-wide 
campaign for the protection of nature in 
order to prevent the pollution of 
environment by industrial development 

They have also successfully partici¬ 
pated in the Saemaum Undong (New 
Spiritual Movement) and tried to preserve 
virtuous customs and practices which 
can be found in our cultural tradition 
and yet liable to be swept away by the 
wave of industrialization 

The Saemaul Undong (New Commu¬ 
nity Movement), based on the action- 
oriented philosophy of diligence, self- 
help and cooperation, has now taken a 
firm root in every walk of our national 
life, transforming our consciousness as 
well as material conditions both in cities 
and rural villages. 

We have thus achieved national deve¬ 
lopment not only in quantitative terms 
but in the sphere of spiritual culture as 
well. 

As I am convinced that all these 
achievements are fruits of our citizens' 
sincere efforts* efforts made in order to 
fulfill respective roles each of us plays 
while pfactteiog; the ethical values of the 
Yushln philosphy. t wish to repeat my 


warmest appreciation and congratulations 
to you all. 

Fellow countrymen : 

In the new year, which happens to 
mark the 30th anniversary of the founding 
of the Republic of Korea and the second 
year of the fourth five-year economic 
development plan, we have set the goal 
of attaining the per capita gross national 
product of more than 1.000 dollars 

We rpust take this year a time when 
we further accelerate our endeavors to 
achieve a self-reliant economy and 
defense with pride and confidence as 
an independent nation, 

Evern though we live in peace today 
we must not for a moment weaken our 
determination and readiness to cope with 
any contingency. 

Such a posture, which alone can 
prevent national tragedies, provides a key 
to guaranteeing the continuation of our 
march forward. 

It is the ardent aspiration of our nation 
to achieve peaceful unification of the 
fatherland. 

For this purpose, we have been 
fostering our national strength to safe¬ 
guard peace and prosperity on this (and. 

We must expedite consolidation of 


national strength, which has alreadv 
taken superiority over that of the north 
Korean's, because only our superioi 
capabilities can deter their aggression 
and oblige them to agree to a south- 
north competition of goodwill toward 
peace, prosperity, and eventually peaceful 
unification. 

Fellow countrymen. 

Today we have moved a step closer 
to construction of a prosperous welfare 
society, which constitutes an interim 
objective on our way to national 
renaissance. 

In our tenacious devotion to the 
construction of a strong and wealthy 
fatherland, we have courageously over¬ 
come countless difficulties. As we have 
regained our pride and confidence, we 
are not afraid of whatever ordeals and 
challenges may lie ahead of us 

The invaluable blood and sweat shed 
by our generation will surely be inherited 
by our posterity as precious assets, on 
the basis of which a new era in the 
history of the Korean people will open 

Before us there can only be resounding 
marches toward the creation of new 
history 

On the New Year morning of 1978. 
I pray that many blessings will be with 
every, family, my fellow countrymen, and 
that this new year will become a reward¬ 
ing year in which all of your wishes may 
be fulfilled. 

# • • 


KIST Develops New 
Process 

The Korean Institute of Science and 
Technology has recently developed a 
technical process to extract raw materials 
for antibiotics at an "economic cost" ancj 
entered into an arrangement with Hoech- 
st. a West German pharmaceutical firm, 
to seek an international patent for it. 

Sources of the institute said that the 
process, developed by Dr. Chae Yongbok 
and his research staff, will cut the cost of 
antibiotics production by half. 

The process is mainly concerned with 
ways to dissolve Levo-type of Phny- 
glycin and P-Hydroxy, main elements for 
such antibiotics as Ampicilline and Amo- 
xilline. from Dextro-type. 

A researcher of the institute explained 
that the dissolution accounted for about 
30 to 50 per cent of total raw material 
manufacturing costs," 

Dr. Chae and his staff found it possible 
to obtain Levo-type easily by using waste 
from the manufacture of Ethanbutol. a 
medicine for tuberculosis. • , 
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Korean-made cars are exported to a/most all corners of the world Korea is now emerging as one of the leading car exporters in 
the world . 





Ships have always been one of the most popular export items manufactured in Korea. 


The attainment of $10,000 million in 
annual merchandise exports is just 
another solid sign of what economists 
now routinely speak of as the new 
economic miracle. 

In fact in 15 years Korea has gone 
from an impoverished agricultural nation 
to a semi-industrial country that is be¬ 
coming one of Asia's trade powers. 

As one prominent foreign economist 
put it, Korea is a shining example of how 
poor countries can climb to self-suffi¬ 
ciency. 

One decisive factor behind such a 
spectacular economic upswing was. of 
course, prominent play of the export 
industry which has long been described 
by many as the "engine” of the economic 
miracle. 

The nation's exports during the past 
15 years have grown at an average annual 
rate of 42.4 per cent This phenomenal 
performance' is attributed to a number of 
factors, such as an industrial policy 
oriented toward export promotion, 
growth of the merchant class, which 
gradually receded foreign commission 
land banking policy 
that favdtea exporters, end on. 

During the cited period. Korea hever 


failed to hit its annual export targets 
except in 1975 during the worst days of 
the global recession brought about by 
the oil price rises. 

Consistent success has bred a sense 
of confidence, a conviction that targeted 
exports will be fulfilled. 

With the nation's annual merchandise 
export volume surpassing the magic mark 
of $10,000 million, the status of Korea in 
the world trade arena has been improved 
impressively 

The annual growth rate of global 
export between 1962 and 1976 was 15 
per cent on the average. The figure is 
comparable to 42.4 per cent which Korea 
managed to achieve during the same 
period. 

Thanks to the spectacular export per¬ 
formance. the ratio of Korean export 
volume against the global total increased 
from 0.04 per cent, in 1962 to 0.85 per 
cent in 1976. 

Accordingly, Korea was placed 30th 
among the 128 International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) member countries in the 
ranking of annual commodity export 
performance for 1976. Korean exports 
totaled $7,716 million that year. 

TW number of foreign countries to 


which Korean-made products are shipped 
has increased from a mere 33 in 1962 
to 133 this year 

One characteristic feature of the export 
performance this years was emergence of 
Latin American and Africaln markets as 
new outlets for Korean-made products. 

Despite the growing tide of protection¬ 
ism against Korean-made commodities 
in the United States and European coun¬ 
tries, the nation managed to further soli¬ 
dify its marketing foundation in those 
countries this year by stepping up 
the diversification of commodities and 
overseas marketing activities. 

Exports to Latin American markets, for 
instance, increased by 149.5 per cent 
during the first 11 months of this year 
while those to Middle east countries rose 
by 74 3 per cent. 

These are among the major indications 
that the market diversification effort is 
comfortably paying off, industry sources 
said. 

Many individual and organized trade 
promotion teams have been dispatched to 
African countries this year to explore new 
potential markets there. 

(Continued to page 18 ) 






Woman Fishers on way to shellfish farm 


The spirit of Samaul Undong has 
converted a tiny island village into the 
nation's richest with three times as much 
as the nation's per capita income last 
year. 

Obul-li village with only 421 inhabit¬ 
ants of 63 households is expected to mark 
a record $2,700 in per capita income this 
year. This means that every household 
is to make 5.700.000 won this 
year, and far exceeds the average income 
of middle-class homes in large cities 

Each household now keep at least 2 
million won in its bank deposit. As long 
as their will to live better oft remains, the 
Qbul-li village is likely to continue to lead 
the nationwide income race. 

Their present prosperity makes a strik¬ 


ing contrast to the poverty-stricken life 
which the villagers lived merely five or six 
years ago. Obul-li was merely a tiny poor 
hamlet at the start of the 1970s. It provid¬ 
ed the residents with scarce resources of 
livelihood. The land was barren and the 
sea was beyond their capability for 
exploitation 

An old resident here recalled that all the 
islanders could do to make a living was to 
fish for small octopus, shellfish, seaweed 
and the like. The residents did not have 
any motor-propelled boats, which could 
make a big catch. Worse yet, the soil of 
the islet was so barren that it could not be 
relied for farming 

"As we could not find capital and 
technology enough to enhance oUr 


fisheries, we rather thought we were 
destined to the fate of poverty. All sat idle, 
doing nothing, therefore." a resident 
explained. 

REHABILITATION: However, a few 
of the residents, including Park Tae-min, 
were not discouraged. Park, now 41, 
who got halfway through college in Seoul 
returned home making up his mind to 
work for the rehabilitation of the village. 
As soon as he returned home, he success¬ 
fully appealed to the provincial govern¬ 
ment to set 4 up a branch of a primary 
school on the islet. It had been his "'long¬ 
standing jtfream" to see the islet located 
42 km southwest from Haenam-up. find 
easier access route to the mainland. 





Park thought the children of the island 
should receive at least secondary educe- 
tion. He could acquire 800 pyong (2.640 
sq m) of land, to be used at campus for 
the branch primary school. 

He was also concerned with how he 
could encourage his fellow residents to 
make efforts to launch war on poverty 
It was in 1967 that he successfully 
persuaded 22 household to organize a 


inner hdrbpr .and constructed a 460- 
meter'long seaside approach route lead¬ 
ing to the wharf during the three months 
since September last year. 

Hignly elated by the dedication of the 
wharf, the islanders launched another 
challenge to the sea. They built up two 
motor-propelled fishing boats with the 
incomes they raised from cultivating 
laver and partially with loans they bor- 


another major source of income. The 
villagers cultivated 20 hectares of waste¬ 
land and tried to raise there a species of 
garlic which can easily survive harsh 
sea winds. 

Many attempts were made to turn 
the barren soil fertile. The soil of the farm, 
covered mostly with clay, was made 
fertile when villagers ceaselessly was 
providing lime, rice bran, sand containing 



Obul villagers drying seaweeds 


private mutual credit body and raise 
750.000 won for financing the building 
of a 5-ton motor-propelled boat 

"That boat was finally launched. It was 
designed to catch mackerels Every body 
on the islet was pleased to see the boat 
sliding into the sea. But the boat could not 
fish as much as it could owing to our lack 
of experience and technical know-how." 
Park said. 

"What was worse was that an 
unexpected typhoon hit the shore of the 
islet hard in 1968 and wrecked the boat 
and left it crippled. This disheartened us so 
badly. Many of the residents came to be¬ 
come reluctant in' organizing another 
cooperation." 

However, the spirits of Saemaul (New 
Community) Movement came up. making 
up for a disastrous setback in the minds 
of the residents. The movement landed 
on the islet in 1971. Park and his fellow 
islanders decided to construct a wharf on 
the shore for themselves, taking the 
mtehap as a lesson. 

The tslapders carried 40.000 stones 
with hands down from a hill to build up 
a 136 r meter-long wherf protecting the 


rowed from their relatives living in the 
mainland. 

"This time we were able to make the 
best of the two boats. We had sufficient 
experience and adequate technology in 
the fishing of mackerels. We were care¬ 
ful enough not to invite another mishap 
Mackerel fishing has made progress and 
we are confident now that we will make a 
big hit in the future thanks to the in¬ 
creasing demand for fish overseas." the 
village's Saemaul leader said. 

The income coming from mackerel 
fishing are placed on deposit in prepara¬ 
tion for implementing a plan to build more 
fishing boats. This year alone, the two 
boats are used to earn 160 million won. 
according to the residents. 

Islanders came to raise edible seaweeds 
such a laver at the same time. A total of 75 
million won 9 f income is to be added by 
laver-raising. Female islanders raise shell¬ 
fish on a farm of seven hectares and they 
are to earn 64 million won from the farm 
this year. 

The sea is not the only source of 
prosperity now. The land, which had 
been abandoned, was converted into 


shells and other elements. As a result, the 
garlic paddy now generates some 57 
million won of products annually. 

Such an energetic cooperation among 
the islanders has helped themselves live 
better off The income per household has 
risen from 240.000 won in 1970 to 
1.490,000 won in 1974. to 3,872.000 
won in 1976 and over 5.700.000 won 
this yeai according to Park. 

Park maintained that the key to the 
village's success was a well managed 
reinvestment of the added income as 
soon as they are made in various projects 
which will increase income. Besides 
money placed on deposit, the villagers 
have purchased 20 hectares of rice paddy 
in the mainland. 

As the earnings increased, the villagers 
have come to stage a massive campaign to 
ameliorate their living facilities and en¬ 
vironment last year. Roofs and fences 
were ameliorated. The length of the roads 
rebuilt amounted up to 1.350m. Twelve 
houses were rebuilt while 700 meter- 
long sewage system reconstructed. 

+ 
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some carried placards reading "Hurrah, 
Hong Soo-hwan. The unyielding boxer 
who rose for the fifth time after four 
falls.” 

The ceremony was followed by a 
motorcade from the airport to down¬ 
town Seoul with thousands of men and 
women lining the streets to see him. 

Under the shower of colorful 



Holding the large champion's trophy. Hong Soo-hwan. the WBA junior 
featherweight division's first king, deplanes along, with Yang Chong-gyu (nght). 
the KBC President . 


Hong Returns 
To Big Welcome 

Receiving a hearty welcome. Hong 
Soo-hwan, the first world champion in 
the World Boxing Association junior 
featherweight class, returned home 
recently. 

Some 3.000 people were at Kimpo 
International Airport to see him. They 
included Hong's family and Vang 
Chong-gyu, president of the Korea 
Boxing Commission. 

"Thanks to your help. I return 
triumphantly although I fell four times 
in the title bout. Hong Soo-hwan 
eaid, {fleeting the press upon his arrival 
at Kifhpo International Airport. 

At the bhef welcoming ceremony. 


confetti from high rise buildings, the 
day's hero answered to the well- 
wishers with his two arms waving high. 

The traffic at Seoul City Hall Plaza 
was blocked when the motorcade 
reached there while crowds of people 
swarmed the area. 

Hong won the title of the newly 
created World ' Boxing Association 
junior featherweight class in Panama 
City writing a new record in Korea's 
professional boxing circle. 

He suffered four consecutive falls 
by Panamanian Hector Carrasquilla in 
the second round of the scheduled 12- 
round play, but he rallied immediately 
to canvas the Panamanian "Devil from 
the Hell" fa good in the next round. 

'Please don't praise me too much 


just because I clinched the title. The 
world title can be taken away from me 
and nobody knows when I am to fall. 
However, what I am proud of is the 
fact that I planted Korea's pride among 
some 40 Korean residents in Panama." 
said the new champion. 

He said he would do his utmost to . 
defend his title. "The attitude I have 
now is different from the one that I 
possessed when I returned from South 
Africa three years ago." Jdong said. "I 
will not stop my endeavor to keep the 
championships." 

Hong made himself a world king in 
the WBA's bantamweight class by 
defeating Arnold Tayldr by a decision 
in July 1974. 

But his champion life was short¬ 
lived when he was floored by Mexican 
Alfonso Zamora in Los Angeles in 
March the next year. 

Hong became the first Korean to 
clinch two weight class titles of the 
world as he topped the four-nominee 
elimination round step by step in WBA 
junior featherweight. 

"Please help me to create the second 
Hong Soo-hwan. unlike the previous 
one. Thank you very much. With 
everybody's support I promise to 
defend the title," the champion con¬ 
tinued. 

He said he did not do boxing in the 
third round in which he kayoed the 
then known K 0. king. Carrasquilla, 
but said he did fight. ' When the referee 
asked me if I could fight. I said yes." 

"I was in my best shape ever since I 
started boxing on that day. After 
fighting the first round. I thought that 
the Panamanian was not so strong. 
But in the second round. I saw a blue 
light in my eyes and fell," Hong 
explained the day's situation. 


Hilton to Holp Daewoo 
Run Hotel in Seoul 

Hilton International Corp. and the 
Daewoo group signed a hotel 
management contract in Seoul 
Wednesday in whfch the noted U.S. 
hotel chain will provide advanced hotel 
operational know-how to Daewoo 
which will build a big hotel within this 
year. 

Daewoo said yesterday that the 
contract was signed by Kim Woo- 
choong, president of the Korean com¬ 
pany, ahd Curt R. Strand president of 
Hilton, 



Ground will be broken for the 32- 
storey. 810-room hotel within this year 
for completion by the end of 1979, 
according to Daewoo. The site of the 
new hotel will be a 13.000-pyong lot 
behind the Daewoo Center Building 
across from the Seoul Railroad Station, 
it added. (One pyong equals 3.3 
square meters.) 

When completed, the hotel will be 
the tallest structure in Korea. 

Daewoo observed that the advance¬ 
ment of Hilton to Korea will contribute 
to the promotion of the nation's 
tourism industry. 

Saoulites Annual Income 

The annual per capita income of 
Seoul citizens during the year of 1976 
exceeded $1,000. the Seoul City 
government announced recently. 

. According to the announcement. 
Seoul citizens' per capita income 
calculated on the current price reached 
507,048 won or $1,048, a gain of 
approximately $219 over the previous 
year 1975 

The capital city's gross national 
product (GNP) last year on the current 
price totaled 3.632,410 million won. 
up 33.2 per cent over 1975, the an¬ 
nouncement quoted a report by Korea 
University researchers as saying. 

According to an analysis by the 
Statistics Institute of Korea University 
in Seoul, the city's GNP last year 
totaled 1,526.810 million won at the 
1970 constant price, a 16.24 per cent 
increase over 1975. 

Meanwhile, the research report 
analyzed that the personal income of 
Seoul citizens for the same period 
averaged $763 on the current price 
while that for the previous year totaled 
$599. 

The announcement also revealed 
that the population of the capital 
increased from 6,800,721 in 19 7 5 to 
7,163,843 last year, a 5.3 per cent rise 
over one-year period. 

By industry, social overhead and 
service industries accounted for 68.4 
per cent while the agroforestry and 
fisheries industries for 23 per cent and 
the mining industry sector for 29.3 
per cent, the research report disclosed. 

National Medals 
For 1,33a Patriots 

The Office. <rf Veterans Administra¬ 


tion (OVA) recently identified a total 
of 1,330 patriots who will receive 
government rewards for their meritori¬ 
ous service for the cause of national 
independence. 

Director of the OVA Ryu Keun- 
chang said the independence fighters, 
326 of them deceased, will be award¬ 
ed with Order of Merit for National 
Foundation Medals and Presidential 
Citations according to the degree of 
their merits. 

The award presentation ceremonies 
will be held before the end of this year 
in major cities and provinces, Ryu said 

The newly added independence 
fighters include Suh Jae-pil, also 
better known as Dr. Philip Jaison, 
who will receive posthumously the 
Order of Merit for National Foundation, 
Republic of Korea Medal and Lee 
Sunghi, who will be awarded with the 
Order of Merit of National Foundation. 
Presidential Medal, Ryu said. 

Kim Tae-gyu and 84 others will 
receive the Order of Merit for National 
Foundation, National Medal. The 527 
others including Yun Kuk-bom will be 
conferred with National Foundation 
Medals and 716 persons with Presi¬ 
dential Citations, according to the 
OVA director. 

Ryu also said that those newly 
acknowledged independence fighters 
of their bereaved families are to register 
applications for a subject of govern¬ 
ment relief between Dec. 15 and the 
end of the year. 

Asked about the financial problem 
for relief support for the newly listed 
independence fighters, Director Ryu 
replied that the new year's budget has 
already been compiled including the 
additional expenses 

"I cannot but feel that it might be 
too late for those brave ancestors. 
There will be no more collective 
screening for the applications for 
government rewards on independence 
movements, but the screening for 
individual applications will be conti¬ 
nued," Ryu said 

ROK Exports to Reach 
$110 Bil. by '91: Yoon 

Korea will be listed in the front rank 
of exporting countries in 1991 with its 
annual export volume reaching 
$110,000 million and per capita GNP 
income passing the $8,000 mark. 

This picture is projected in "Korea's 


Tomorrow—long-Cheri8hed 1980s" 
published by the Policy Research 
Center of the Yujong-hoe headed by 
Rep. Yoon Chu-yung. 

The nation is estimated to register 
an economic growth rate of 9,2 per 
cent during the Fourth Five-Year 
Economic Plan ending in 1981 and 
then nine per cent for the next 10 
years, according to the book which 
was introduced to a joint cabinet¬ 
ruling camp session held at Chong 
Wa Dae yesterday. 

Rep Yoon projected that Korea will 
see its per capita GNP income increase 
to $2,343 in 1986, a figure recorded in 
1973 in Japan and England. 

The 401-page book envisages an 
overall picture of Korea in the next 
decade covering its economy, science 
and land development programs. 

Ideas and data were culled from 
those offered by some 100 scholars 
and experts at home and abroad in 
various methods including 40 rounds 
of panel debate 

As for the industrial structure of 
Korea, the book predicts that the heavy 
and chemical industries will occupy 
65.7 per cent of the nation's industrial 
entirety in 1991 when it will become 
heavy industry-oriented one. 

In 1981, Korea will produce 300,000 
cars as compared with 40.000 recorded 
last year, the projection says. 

This annual capacity will be hiked 
to more than one million cars in 1986 
and two million in 1991. the book 
foresees 

The projection figures out the rural 
picture in the 1980s when a farming 
family at our higher than an average 
economic standard will enjoy "own 
car." 

The book predicts that the average 
life span of Koreans will reach 72 in 
1991 compared against the present 65, 
thus posing another social welfare 
problem for the aged. 

33% Students Get 
Privilege Of Lower Fees 

Thirty three out of every 100 uni¬ 
versity or college students received 
scholarships or were privileged to pay 
reduced tuition fees last year, the 
Ministry of Education said. 

The ministry said a total of 14,286 
students received various scholarships 
totaling 2,376.770.000 won while 
62.250 others were given tuition fee 
exemptions and reductions last year. 




DIETARY PATTERN 


More Meat, Fish and 

Less Rice 


Following decades of struggle to 
achieve self-sufficiency in rice. Korea 
faces a "food problem" with a different 
twist. It is how to cope with the apparently 
rising demand of people for an improved 
diet pattern. 

Three years ago, the staple food 
produced here was about 10 per cent 
short of meeting its total consumption 
So the government continued to import 
wheat and stimulated people to eat 
more bread, noodle and other wheat- 
related food items in place of rice. 

A rice surplus now in the making 
should allow the government to reverse 
this policy 

The central issue is. however, 
in neither of the two directions, but, as 
most agree, "how to let them eat more 
meat, fish and perhaps processed fruits " 

The major reason behind a greater 
demand for high protein as well as 
processed food is a rising level of 
personal income—a phenomenon 
verified in any advanced country without 
exception 

An interesting case study was given 
by a Japanese research group a few 
years ago. On the basis of per capita 
national income of $1,000. its findings 
show, cereals accounted for 65 per cent 
of the average people's total calorie 
intake. Meat and poultry met 10 per 
cent of the total food consumption in 
calori terms. 

When the income rose to the 1.000- 
$1,500 range, the pattern changed to a 
ratio of 37 to 27 in favor of cereals. On 
the basis of the income between $1,500 
and $2,000. the combination split even 
at 30-30 From that point on. the ratio 
Changed in favor of meat and poultry, 
according to the study. 

Although it may vary slightly from 
country to country, such a pattern 
should hold water universally. 

For many years, theorists have largely 
blamed tradition and thus habit on the 
high rate of Korea's per capita rice 
poftsumption. While tfyis can not be 


denied, it is admittedly cost considera¬ 
tions that have prevented many Korean 
households from shifting from a 
stereotyped breakfast made of bowls of 
rice and soup and kimchi to a combina¬ 
tion of , Korean and. say. continental 
types 

The rapid pace of industrialization in 
Korea and the subsequently rising income 
of people clearly points a way in the 
future toward more and more con¬ 
sumption of "better" food This in fact 
has already been happening in recent 
years nationally, and more visibly in 
urban areas. 

Research and statistics on the subject, 
though scanty and fragmentary here, 
documents are there. In addition, there 
are a lot indications that second-genera¬ 
tion Koreans are eating more meat, 
dairy and processed food 

FOOD BUDGET: In 1961. for instance. 
Korea had a total of 1.095.208 heads of 
cattle of indigenous stock, according to a 
survey The cow population rose by 
43 per cent by last year. During the 
15 years, its beef consumption jumped 
by 474 per cent, from 13.303 tons in 
1961 to 76.384 tons in 1976. Beef is 
still in short supply and imports of about 
8.000 tons of beef this year and 20.000 
tons more next year are likely. 

A recent survey of the National 
Agricultural Cooperatives Federation 
(NACF) is more comprehensive. In 1975. 
it shows, the average urban household 
spent 46.3 per cent of its budget 
allocated for food to purchase cereals 
followed by 13 8 per cent for meat and 
fish and 11 5 per cent of vegetables and 
sea weeds. 

It spent further 8.8 per cent for 
seasoning materials. 4.7 per cent for 
confectionary and non-alcoholic drinks. 
3.8 per cent for fruits and 3.4 per cent 
for other processed food items. 

The ratio of cereals had decreased 
from 60 per cent in 1965 to 43.1 per cent 
in 1971 but shot up to 46.3 per cent in 


1975. The proportion of meat, fish and 
shellfish had steadily risen from 12.6 
per cent in 1965 to 17.7 per cent in 1971. 
but downed to 13.8 per cent in 1975, 
according to the survey. The only reason 
for the reversed trend during the 1971 — 

1975 period seemed to be a pricey 
fluctuation. During the last 10 years, the 
survey said, the price of food grains 
went up by 4.5 times and that of 
non-cereal food items by 3.6 per cent. 

About 1 4 per cent of the food ex¬ 
penditure in cities went to milk and 
eggs in 1965, compared with the three 
per cent in 1975 The same survey also 
indicated that there was a clear difference 
in diet pattern among contemporaries 
depending on their income levels. 

In 1975, those urban households with 
a monthly income of less than 20,000 
won spent 48 per cent of their food 
expenditure for cereals. The ratio was 
38.8 per cent for those with income of 
more than 110,000 won. The former 
group spent 11.2 per cent for meat and 
fish compared with 16.6 per cent of the 
latter. With regard to milk and eggs, the 
ratio was 2.2 and 4.1 in favor of the 
higher income bracket. 

The above figures were in money 
terms. A similar trend was also true in 
material terms. In 1965. the average 
Korean ate 504.3 grams of cereals per 
day, including 354.5 grams of rice. The 
figures changed to 528.6 grams and 
328.3 grams in 1975. The increase in the 
consumption of meat and dairy products 
during the period was particularily 
conspicuous. 

The daily consumption of meat in¬ 
creased from 15.9 grams in 1965 to 25-4 
grams in 1975, an increase of 59.7 per 
cent Milk and eggs from 10.7 grams to 
19 7 per cent representing a growth of 
84.1 per cent. A total average calori - 
intake durrng the 10 years also increased 
by 9,2 per cent from 2,189 calory to 
2,390 calory. 


(Continued to Gage 1 




Here we see one of the studios of the Korean Broadcasting System, where a TV 
programme is being televised. 


cident which demolished in Irt Railroad 
Station was also aired on the NHK TV 
network in Japan last month through a 
satellite broadcast. 

In close collaboration with such foreign 
broadcasting stations as CBS Of the 
Republic of China. NHK of Japan. TF-1 
of France, the system offered facilities 
for the convenience of foreign reporters 
from the broadcasting field. It provided a 
team from BBC of Britain with the 
equipment necessary for the production 
of a documentary on Korean culture. Such 
teams from Egypt Germany, China 
and Japan also contacted the system for 
help to film what they want to cover in 
this country. 

UNIQUE TRADITION: To help many 
Koreans working in overseas countries 
like the Middle East keep in close contact 
with their fatherland, system produces an 


KBS AUDIENCES 


GROWING 

ABROAD 


One year after it moved into the newly 
constructed Broadcasting center on 
Yoido, the Korean Broadcasting System 
(KBS) is now reaching various parts of 
the world as an effective medium for 
international understanding 

Established in 1927 as a public cor¬ 
poration financed by the public, the 
broadcasting station celebrated the first 
anniversary of its new location at the 
Broadcasting Center last week 

Equipped with a multichannel auto¬ 
matic transmitting system, seven studios 
for both monochrome and color TV 
broadcasting and 19 radio studios occupy 
a total of 55.700 square meters of floor 
space. The system now beams various 
radio and TV programms on three radio 
channels (KLKA, HLSA. HLCA) and a 
TV network consisting of 20 branch 
stations across the country. Some 3.000 
employees are currently working on the 
staff of the center. 

Besides, responding to the needs of the 
Korean public 'With various programs 
consisting of hews, entertainment, com¬ 
mentaries and sports programs, KBS has 
especially striven to promote interna¬ 


tional understanding by fully utilizing 
the ultramodern facilities of the center 
since it was dedicated last Dec 1 To 
reach more foreign audiences abroad, it 
now airs Radio Korea programs in nine 
foreign languages including English, 
French. Russians, Japanese and Arabic 
39 hours a week 

For Such a purpose. KBS and Radio 
France, for instance, produced a program 
introducing the 32nd General Assembly 
of the Federation Internationale des 
Jeunesses Musicales (FIJM) and a per¬ 
formance by the Jeunesses Musioales 
World Orchestra during its Seoul Con¬ 
gress and concert held in Seoul in August 
As part of the joint venture, the French 
network also relayed a telephone inter¬ 
view with French conductor Serge Baudo 
who led the youth orchestra in Seoul. 

Besides broadcasting all international 
sports events held in Korea through its 
satellite system for foreign TV viewers. 
KBS also broadcast live TV programs 
featuring Jordanian Crown Prince Hasan 
Bin Telal's official tour of this country for 
the benefit of Jordanian viewers. 

The recent dynamite-explosion ac¬ 


hour-long package of TV programs to be 
aired on TV networks in the area on a 
weekly schedule. 

The system s serious efforts to feature 
the unique folk tradition of this country 
this year paid off recently. A documentary 
"The Straw Tomb” won the system a 
special commendation award at the 11th 
Golden Harp TV Festival in Dublin in 
early September It also ‘won two more 
prizes for its serious searches for the 
character of a tenacious Korean in the 
ABU Prize Contest held in Cesme. 
Turkey, in September ' A TV entry-Love 
Flows to No End” won the Hoso Bunka 
Foundation Prize and a radio program 
Child Kisaeng ’ won a special prize at 
the contest 

We are deeply ecnouraged by the 
favorable responses from abroad.” said 
Kim Hyon. an official in charge of public 
relations for the system "We receive 
thousands of letters from foreign 
audiences a month Some foreigners 
interested in our programs have also 
visited the center to express their interest 
in our programs. Some 10 Japanese, for 
instance, met with the working staff for 
overseas programs recently.” Kim said. 

"We are also pleased at the fact that 
our TV programs produced by the system 
won favorable attention at the inter¬ 
national TV Programs Market held in 
Cannes in April. "Foreign buyers from 
various countries bought 10 of our TV 
programs including 'Beauty of Korea,' 
Human Triumph,' and 'Ancient Korean 
Clothes Show" Kim said. 



NOTEWORTHY 
INVENTIONS 
BY KOREANS 


Sketch of the Turtle boat designed by 
Admiral Yi as part of Naval strategy 
against Japanese invasions 




The Koreans can boast of a long and 
impressive list of many inventions, most 
V of which date back many centuries, 
including a unique alphabet the art of 
printing and publishing, the first ironclad 
warship and other scientific firsts. 

The art of printing and publishing 
books is among the oldest of Korean 
achievements. Stored at the temple of 
Haein near Taegu is the world's oldest and 
most comprehensive collection of Bud¬ 
dhist scriptures known to exist called the 
Tripitaka consisting of 86,600 large wo¬ 
oden printing blocks. Each block contains 
two pages of the text. This work was 
begun in Kanghwa Island at Chondung 
* Temple near Seoul in 1237, taking 
sixteen years to complete. 

Printing of books illustrates a fascinat¬ 
ing aspect of the true inherent genius of 
the Korean people. Though the first 
movable type made from clay was 
originally developed during the Sung 
Dynasty in China in the 11th century, 
this new idea was not put into mass 
production, as the Chinese preferred 
woodcut printing to type printing. 
However, in Korea the demand for 
large quantities of printed J>ooks was 
limited; thus type printing became more 
popular than the carved block style. 

At any rate it can safely be said that 
movable type made of some kind of 
metal was an original Korean invention 
which first occurred probably in the 
latter part of the 12th century or early 13th 
century, placing this invention about two 
hundred years earlier than the Gutenberg 
type in Germany. The date of this inven¬ 
tion of movable metal type is given as 
1232, the year that the royal court of 
Koryo was forced to flee to Kanghwa 
Island because of the Mongol invasion. 
It is recorded that the scholar and minister 
Yi Kyu-bo before his death in 1241 had 
twenty-eight copies of a book printed on 
Kanghwa Island using a cast type. 

It appears that the government publi¬ 
cation office did not utilize cast metal 
types until 1403 when Teajong (2nd Yi 
Dynasty King) ordered the work to be 
done. The king was quoted as saying. In 
order to have a good government 
we must read widely. Since Korea is far 
to the east of China, books are seldom 
obtained. To reprint books, block printing 
is too laborious, and even after being 
engraved the blocks are easily broken. It 
is hard to print all the books we need. I 
therefore intend to cast movable types 
with bronze so that whenever we come 
to get new books we can reprint them. If 
k we succeed, it would do a great service 
to the jnetjop, 

In the T 5th qentury. about three hund¬ 
red years before the French began 


work on the first European encyclopedia, 
a 112-volume encyclopedia, the first 
produced anywhere, w*s published by 
Korean scholars. A copy of this historical 
work is in the Library of Congress, 
Washington, D.C. 

Koreans invented a spinning wheel and 
various astronomical instruments in the 
14th century. During thb 15th century 
came instruments for surveying and a 
water clock that indicated the times of 
day, seasons, and hours for the rising 
and setting of the sun and moon. The 
remains of this clock are seen on the 
grounds of the Toksu Palace in Seoul. 
There were ice houses in Korea as far back 
as the first century. Koreans spanned the 
Imjin River with a suspension bridge one 
hundred years before this type of 
bridge was built in the west. Today, one 
of the Orients longest suspension bridges 
is located at Namhae Island. 

Koreas most important historic 
structural remains is a bottle shaped 
astronomical observatory located in the 
ancient Silla capital of Kyongju. Build in 
634 during the region of Queen Sondok, 
this unique twentynine foot structure is 
considered the oldest existing observatory 
in the Far East For well over two thousand 
years in Korea the movement of stars and 
known planets were carefully studied and 
charted. Sun and moon eclipses were 
predicted as well as the course of 


comets which came within view of the 
Silla astronomers. 

The keeping of records of reinfdll is of 
fairly recent origin even In the most 
advanced Western nations. But in Korea 
these records have been kept for nearly 
four hundred years. In 1442 King §ejong 
had a bronze instrument madefor measur¬ 
ing precipitation. In 1770 another king 
had these instruments installed on the 
palace grounds and at key points in all 
Korean provinces. Officials have 
maintained records of rainfall from that 
time on. Korea has the oldest and most 
continuous record of rainfall in the world 
which is a valuable source of meteorolo¬ 
gical information. 

Though Koreans are not known as a 
seafaring people, nevertheless, when 
Japan attempted several invasions of 
Korea in 1592 the Korean Admiral Yi Sun 
Shin build the worlds first ironclad war¬ 
ship and with these vessels shapped like 
turtles he was able to soundly defeat the 
Japanese armada 

Admiral Yi is the most famous of 
Korean heroes and one of the Worlds 
outstanding naval strategists. His life is 
more fully discussed in another chapter, 
An elaborate shrine called Hyonchung-sa 
near Onyang which honors Admiral Yi 
has become one of the major tourist 
attractions. 
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Mora Meat, Fish and Lass Rica 


SUPERMARKETS: The share of calory 
from cereal and starch decreased from 
91.9 per cent in 1965 to 84.6 per cent in 
1975. Total protein intake increased by 
23.2 per cent during the years to reach 
71.1 grams per day in 1975. The share of 
animal protein reception from 15.9 per 
cent in 1965 to 21.4 per cent in 1975. 

Korea's per capita consumption of 
cereals, averaging 193 kilograms, is 
said to be about three times more than 
that of the United States and 1.6 times 
more than that of Japan. In contrast. 
Korea's per capita meat consumption is 
said to be one thirteenth of that of the 
United States. 

The Fourth Five-Year Economic Plan 
projects that the average Korean will be 
eating nine kilograms of meat in 1981. 
compared with 6.4 kilograms in 1975. 
and drinking 13 kilograms of milk or 
nearly three times more than in 1975. At 
the end of the current five-year plan. 
Korea's per capita GNP should reach 
$1,500, 


All these facts suggest that food 
processing will soon emerge as one of 
the fastest-growing and very promising 
industries in Korea. Increasingly visible in 
supermarkets in most cities are canned 
and other processed food items. Food 
processing in Korea, however, has 
admittedly a long way to go. 

At the present its growth is restricted 
by the lack of supply of raw materials in 
abundance "Particularly meat and fish 
here are consumed before they are kept 
for future processing," a food expert 
says. 

Since the country will not allow 
conversion of the land currently in use 
for raising crops into livestock raising, 
it seems certain that Korea will continue 
to depend on imports for the supply of 
meat and wheat for their processing. The 
country's growing reserve of foreign 
exchange increases chances for this 
option. 

Important processed food items in 
Korea originate from wheat. A few 
examples are "ramyon" and many forms 
of instant noodles and bread products. 
The present stock of rice, which is 
always a good substitute of wheat, 
means a better supply of raw materials 



Advent off Medicaid* Health Insuranc 


'77: YEAR OE 
AWARENESS! 



The medical aid programme and health insurance scheme greatly facilitated the 
peoples access to medical care this year. 


77 Marked the opening of a new 
chapter in the nation's medical history as 
the government initiated the medicaid and 
health insurance programs. 

The two schemes proved to be of great 
help to many persons who had felt in the 
past that their economic hardship com¬ 
ing from the inability to meet medical 
expenses were no less serious than their 
physical disorders. 

They also signaled a nation's march 
toward the development of a social 
welfare state, which will be accelerated 
in line with the economic growth 

"We opened a new era when access to 
medical care is regarded as one of 
necessities for the people, just like food, 
clothing and housing/' remarked a high- 
ranking health official 

Early this year, a total of 2.095.000 
persons were designated as beneficiaries 
of the medicaid program. It called for the 
government's payment of all medical ex¬ 
penses for 318,000 supportless persons 
and 51.000 persons under the care of 
public facilities, in case of sickness. 
The government was also required to pay 
30 per cent of medical expenses for 
1.726.000 persons in the low-income 
bracket and to loan the rest to them on a 
long-term, no-interest basis 

Unofficial statistic of the Ministry of 
Health and Social Affairs show that a 
4.693.000 men days were benefited from 
the medicaid program this year The 
ministry had contracts with 2,202 hos¬ 
pitals, clinics, health centers and other 
medical institutions for the execution of 
the medicaid. 

The health insurance program, man¬ 
datory for enterprises with 500 or more 
employees nad factories in industrial 
zones, covered some 1.100.000 employe¬ 
es and their dependents estimated at 
2.400.000. 

Members of 513 insurance unions 
were responsible for one half of the re¬ 
quired premium payments which ranged 
from three to eight per cent of their 
monthly salary. The remaining costs were 
shared by their employers. 

The insurance covered illness, injuries 
and child births. It even granted sub¬ 
sidies for funeral services and for the daily 


living costs of union members while 
absent from their jobs for illness. 

It covered more than 60 per cent of 
medical expenses charged for outpatient 
treatment and more than 70 per cent of 
hospitalization costs. For dependents, 
the percentage was lowered by 10 per 
cent. 

Data on the number of people who 
benefited from the insurance and how 
much insurance funds were used, which 
are essential for the modification of the 
details of the scheme, are not yet 
available. 

Though not to a satisfactory point the 
two schemes triggered the improvement 
of medical care in provincial areas—es¬ 
pecially outlying villages and islands. 

Ambulance Project: The ministry 
helped 195 out of 200 health centers 
throughout the country to obtain ambu¬ 
lances to be used for the transfer of 
patients from remote areas. A 


total of 1 100 million won was 
pumped into the ambulance project. 
It also presented many health 
centers with modern X-ray machines, 
medical test facilities and respirators. 

This year saw the start of construction 
of modern hospitals in two provincial 
cities—Chongup and Vongdok and the 
dedication of a 128-ton hospital ship. 

However, provincial areas still need 
more improved medical facilities and 
manpower. 

The ministry plane to spend 16.400 
miliion won next year to boost medical 
facilities in rural areas and industrial zones. 

Reduced Charges: The effect of the 
health insurance program was also seen on 
the reduction of medical charges. Amid 
strong protests from first-class hospitals, 
the minuter set up charges for insurance 
subscribers at a level .some 46 per cent 
lower than charges of Seoul general hos¬ 
pitals. The protests have been calrhecf 



As social welfare programme is emphasised, special attention is given to treatment of the handicaped. 


considerably and its impact on charges 
for general patients is expected to be 
seen in the future. 

What appeared as a serious problem 
durihg the, implementation of the health 
insurance,program was the concentration 
of ihfbrance patfents on hospital-level 
institutes, the /government's policy of 


encouraging patients to go to clinics at 
the initial stage of their illness did not 
work satisfactory 

Another problem was that not a few 
doctors showed discrimination against 
patients with insurance union member¬ 
ships. 

However, health officials and other 


specialists hold the optimistic view that 
such problems will be eased as the public 
understanding of health insurance grows. 

The government plans to expand the 
compulsory insurance system to enter¬ 
prises with 300 or more employees and to 
government officials and school teachers 
in 1979. 






(Continued from page 7) 

Thanks to these and other positive 
efforts, exports to African countries in¬ 
creased by 457 per cent during the cited 
period. 

Though not impresive, exports to north 
American and Oceanian markets also in¬ 
creased by 25.9 and 22.1 per cent 
respectively. 

Until recently, Korea's export drive was 
characterized by the prominent play of 
light industry products which were ship¬ 
ped abroad on a sight bill basis rather 
than on usance terms. 

Thanks to the government's vigorous 
heavy and chemical industry develop¬ 
ment projects, such an export pattern is 
fastly switching to a heavy industry- 
oriented one, the degree of which is 
sometimes referred to as one major yard¬ 
stick of a nation's industrialization caliber. 

In the early stage of Korean export 
drive in the 1960s, export ratios of 
agricultural, fishery and mining products, 
for instance, took 23.0 per cent, 22.0 
per cent and 28.0 per cent respectively 
while that of manufactured goods 
amounted to a mere 27 0 per cent. 

Reflective of the nation's impressive 
economic upswing during the past two 
decades, the ratio of manufactured goods 
now stands at 90.3 per cent. 

Korean firms now manage to export 
such sophisticated products as super oil 
tankers, roiling stock and plant packages 
which have emerged as promising export 
items. 

Unlike the exports of soft-ware pro¬ 
ducts which are normally shipped on a 
letter of credit basis, however, overseas 
sales of such hardware involves sub¬ 
stantial financial risks as they are usually 
shipped on a deferred payment basis. 

At present, the Korea Export-Import 
Bank is supporting local exporters with 
such banking facilities. 

Also noteworthy is the emerging of 
heavy and chemical industrial products 
as key export items both in terms of 
quantity and quality. 

The ratio of heavy and chemical in¬ 
dustrial products against the nation's 
total export amount in 1973 was 25.5 per 
cent. The ratio improved to 33.2 per cent 
in 1976 and 35.9 per cent this year. 

The growth rate of heavy and chemical 
industrial products last year was 66.2 per 
cent as against the overall export growth 
rate of 49.5 per cent. 

The government hopes that heavy and 
chemical industrial products will play 
more important role in the nation's export 
drive in the 1980s. 

According to the Fourth Five-Year 
Economic Development Plan (1977- 
198t), export ratio gf manufactured 


products inclusive of heavy chemiqaJ 
industrial products is projected to reach 
92 per cent of the nation's total export 
amount of $20,000 million by 1981. 

This transformation in the industrial 
structure is also reflected in the export 
commodity pattern which was slowly 
yet steadily transformed from the previous 
primary industry-oriented to the 
secondary one. 

According to statistics available at the 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry, ex¬ 
ports of rolling stock, chemical fertilizer 
and cement, for instance, increased more 
than 200 per cent this years over those of 
the like period of last year. 

Korea's export performance is so im¬ 
pressive that more importing countries 
are moving to interpret the upturn trend 
as a threat to their own economies. 

Already. 122 categories of Korean 
manufactured goods are subject to import 
restrictions by the 17 OECD member 
countries. 

Manufactured Goods: The list en¬ 
compasses the entire gamut of manu¬ 
factured goods exported from Korea, 
such as textiles, garments, socks, gloves, 
processed fish, ginseng products, tinned 
mushrooms, photograph albums, um¬ 
brellas, table-ware, steel sheets and 
plates, car tires, television sets and shoes. 

More and more advanced countries 
are expected to come up with further 
import barriers against Korean products, 
usually on the grounds of market 
disturbance, industrial dislocations, 
and increased unemployment even 


though such undesirable phenomena 
may more often be of political and social, 
rather than purely economic origin, 

In this connection the attainment ol 
$10,000 million in annual exports this 
year marks a major turning point for the 
Korean export industry as a whole, 
industry sources observed. 

On the occasion of the $10,000 million 
export attainment, exporters should renew 
their determination to overcome the 
various obstacles lying ahead, they said. 

"It should be noted that Korea is now 
looked upon by many as a growing eco¬ 
nomic power." one export businessman 
said. 

That is why more export firms are 
turning their attention to heavy and 
chemical industrial products. 

So far. such labor-intensive products 
as textiles and foot-wear were the star 
players in the nation's export arena. 

Such products, however, should give 
way to capital and technology-intensive 
heavy and chemical industrial products to 
keep the ongoing export drive in high 
gear, export officials insisted. 

Korea is supposed to challenge the 
$20,000 million export goal with renewed 
determination. 

Realignment of the nation's export 
industries both in terms of quantity and 
quality should be made on the occasion of 
the attainment of the $10,000 million 
export goal, they added. 

As one leading economist put it, it is 
only the beginning and the nation still 
has long way to go until its economy 
advances to the forefront. 


Some of the export items which ere very popular among the Asian and European 
countries. 



Wealth Survey 

A statistical survey of the national 
wealth existing on Dec. 31. 1977 will 
be conducted across the country in 
March of next year following a 
four-month preliminary survey begun 
in November. The Economic Planning 
Board said that the purpose of this 
national wealth census is to measure 
results of past economic development 
and obtain basic data needed to 
formulate the fifth five-year economic 
development program (1982-0). 

Assets to be conveyed by this 
wealth survey include buildings, 
vehicles, shipping, machinery, equip¬ 
ment. and household goods. Under 
the overall control of the Economic 
Planning Board, the survey will be 
conducted by the Bank of Korea. 
Korea Development Bank, Ministry of 
Agriculture and Fisheries. Medium 
Industry Bank, and Citizens National 
Bank. The outcome of this survey is 
to be made public toward the end of 
1989 Selected for the survey are 
15.000 government organizations. 
20.000 corporations. 40,000 private 
enterprises, and 21.000 households. 

Overseas Exhibitions 

Overseas exhibitions of Korean 
export merchandise sponsored by the 
state-run Korea Trade Promotion Corp. 
have become a significant way of 
promoting exports. According to the 
corporation, export contracts totalling 
$284 million were materialized this 
year through participation in 36 inter¬ 
national general or specialized trade 
fairs and the corporations sponsoring 
of 20 overseas exhibitions for Korean 
export commodities. 

The total of export contracts realized 
through such overseas exhibitions 
represents an increase of 69 per cent 
over 1976. The corporation expects 
that export sales assisted by overseas 
exhibition activities will increase next 
year as it plans to expand such 
activities substantially in both quality 
and number of such exhibitions. 
Electrical and electronic products 
topped other items in exhibition- 
originated export contracts by register*. 


- BUSINESS BRIEF - 

Developmantlmport 

The smooth supply of essential 
industrial raw materials is becoming 
increasingly important to Korea’s 
export industry now that its annual 
export volume has exceeded the 
monumental mark of $10,000 million. 
In this connection, the Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry plans to make 
it obligatory for general trading com¬ 
panies to develop overseas natural 
resources with a view to importing 
them to Korea This obligation is 
likely to be imposed on them early in 
1978. 

Earlier, the government designated 
six major mineral items as targets for 
development imports They are 
uranium, bituminous coal, copper 
iron ore, manganese, and phosphate 
ore. Non-mineral resources such as 
logs raw rubber are included 
in the list of items for development 
imports At present 11 companies 
have the status of a general trading 
house To be designated as such, each 
trading house has to fulfill, among 
others, exports corresponding to two 
per cent of the annual national 
merchandise export total. 


Foreign Capital 

Seven foreign loans totalling 
$48,753,000 and one foreign invest¬ 
ment case $2,577,000 were 
approved by the government's Foreign 
Investment Inducement Deliberation 
Committee recently. Hyundai Inter¬ 
national Inc. was authorized to induce 
a loan of $5,850,000 from Hanover 
Trust Co. in the United States to 
construct a cement plant capable of 
producing one million tons per year. 
Tongyang Cement Co. will 
introduce $3,426,000 in loans from 
Tcyo Corp. in Japan to finance the 
import of remicon transportation 
facilities. The one foreign investment 
case calls for Triad Holding Corp. of 
Saudi Arabia to invest $2,577,000 in 
the First Merchant Ranking Corp. to 
be established in Korea. The Saudi 
investment will account for 50 per 
gent of the projected joint-venture 
corporation's paid-in capital. 


mg S116.342.000. 
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Brazil Fishing 

Some 90 Korean shrimp trawlers 
will soon operate in the 200-mile 
economic sea zone of Brazil under a 
tripartite joint venture involving 
Korean, Brazilian and U.S. fishing 
interests. Basic terms on the 
materialization of this joint venture 
were agreed upon in a series of 
working-level meetings in Seoul. This 
agreement is viewed by local distant- 
water fishing circles as significant 
in light of the fact that many Korean 
shrimp trawlers are losing their fishing 
grounds due to proclamation of 200- 
mile economic sea zone by coastal 
countries. 

A number of Korean deep-sea 
fishing firms including Korea Marine 
Industry Development Corp. and 
Koryo Deep-Sea Fishery will team up 
with three Brazilian fishing firms and 
one U.S. fish marketing firm for the 
joint venture which will offer the 
Brazilian fishing ground to Korean 
shrimp trawlers 

Export Advances 

The Ministry of Finance has put 
into effect measures that will greatly 
restrict receipt or collection of export 
proceeds in advance. Under the 
measures, the local banking institu¬ 
tions have been instructed not to 
issue payment guarantee for export 
advances. Overseas branches and 
Korean firms incorporated in foreign 
countries are also not allowed to 
receive advance payments for com¬ 
modity exports. 

Officials said that small business 
establishments, so defined under the 
Medium Industry Bank Law. are 
exempt from these measures as long 
as they receive advance payment of 
$500,000 or less per case. Basically, 
the government's regulatory measures 
on receipt of export advances are 
intended to curb expansion of the 
money supply in the foreign sector. 
Another reason that has permitted 
the government to take such measures, 
officials said, is that many of Korea's 
large trading companies have 
established good credit* ratings with 
which they can borrow money without 
payment guarantee by local banks. 
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Korea is expected to record a growth in its gross national product (GNP) of an annual average of 10.1 per cent 
through 1991 with the GNP in that year reaching about 185,134,000 million won at the current price and 47,826.000 
million won at the 1975 constant price, presumed to be 20th largest in the world. 

These prospects were contained in a. long-range economic and social development plan (1977-91) reported to 
President Park Chung Hee by Minister of Economic Planning Nam Duck-woo when the Chief Executive* made the 
New Year inspection tour of the board recently. 

The 15-year plan has been worked out by the Korea Development Institute (KDI). an economic research organiza¬ 
tion affiliated with the EPB 


The plan envisages that the per surplus of S 3.100 million with the emerging as one of the 10 largest 

capita GNP in 1991 would rise to foreign exchange holdings amounting export countries in the world. 

$7,700 ($3,900 at the 1975 price). to $13,600 million, the long-term plan The long-term plan also showed that 

an amount close to the per capita indicated. the per farm household income in 1991 

GNP of Britain in 1975. In order to help achieve these targets. would average 15.600.000 won. 15 per 

k Population is projected to grow at an Nam reported, efforts should be rendered cent more than that of urban wage 

annual average of 16 per cent during to record a sustained high-rate 10 per cent earners 

the period, increasing from 35,860.000 economic growth annually and further The steel and iron production will 

in 1976 to 45.251,000 in 1991. develop export industries. The potential go up from 4,700.000 tons in 1976 to 

Employment will grow by 3.3 per cent for the growth is judged from the 37 million tons, according to the plan, 

annually, thus clearing joblessness by productivity. employment. industrial Nam reported that the nation will 

the target year, according to the plan technology and manpower structure, the face various difficulties in hitting these 

The plan provides more bright data EPB minister said projections. The difficulties he cited 

foi the future of the country. By 1991. Commodity exports will reach involve the procurement of raw materials 

the housing shortage will be completely $115,000 million in 1991 if the current and energy on a secure basis, growing 
solved, and cars will be owned by export promotion drive is successfully trade protectionist measures taken by 

one out of every 17 persons carried out. sharing two per cent of the foreign countries and narrowing the 

The current balance will record a total ‘global trade volume and income gap among the people 

Cement industries of Korea are backbone of a/round progress of the country. Here 
we see mounted concrete mixtures giving full supply of cement concrete direct on 
the site. 





Compulsory education will be ex¬ 
tended to middle schools and the number 
of students in each classroom will be 
reduced to between 40 and 50 by 
1991. Nam reported 

Thanks to improved medical facilities, 
the life span will be hiked from an 
average of 67 years in 1976 to 72 in 
1991, Nam reported. 

This 15-year plan comes at a very 
happy time when Korean exports have 
crossed the 10 billion dollar mark in 1977, 
bringing very bright prospects for 1978. 
It would be worthwhile here to analyze 
some of the achievements that are 
expected in 1978. 

The government has an ambitious 
economic development plan for the new 
year as envisaged in the 1978 budget 
plan, scaled at 3,550.046 million won. 
the largest in the history of the country 
The government s economic planners 
predict that this year's economic growth 
rate will be about 11 per cent, almost 
the same target level of 1977 but far 
above the world s average growth of six 
per cent expected for this year 

They said that the government's 
economic policy emphasis will be placed 
on stabilizing commodity prices, 
strengthening international competitive¬ 
ness and expediting social development 
projects 

Going into detail, the officials explain 
that increased efforts will be given to 
boosting savings deposits, expanding 
trade volume, up-grading the export 
structure, stepping up Saemaul (New 
Community) projects, accelerating pro¬ 
jects to boost the incomes of farmers 
and fishermen and increasing supports 
to small and medium industrial firms. 

Also to be emphasized will be active 
exploration of locally available natural 
resources, development of manpower 
resources and expansion of medical 
facilities. 

Various construction activities will be 
carried out continuously under the 
government attempt to bring the nation's 
economic status to the upper portion of 
the semi-advanced countries through the 
successful achievement of the current 
five-year economic development plan. 

Among the projects involved are the 
continued construction of the Taechong 
Dam. Yongsan River development pro¬ 
ject. electrification of rural districts and 
completion of two thermal power plants 
in Inchon. 

Development Projects: Construction 
of an industrial city at Panwgl near 
Suwon will be stepped up while ground 
will be broken for two, more atomic power 
plants and for a large-scale stadium in 


the southern outskirts of Seoul. 

The economic and industrial develop-' 
ment projects scheduled for the new 
year are many in number and vary in 
types. This, in a sense, is an annual 
repetition in a country vigorous with 
nation-building activities for years. Con¬ 
cerns in Korea, therefore, appear to 
lie in commodity prices and prospects for 
trade performance 

The government managed to peg 
the price increase below the target level 
of 10 per cent last year This year, it 
plans to do the same 

Korea's exports have grown by an 
annual average of 42 4 per cent since 
the early 1960s, according to the Ministry 
of Commerce and Industry. 

The ministry expects that 14 more 


countries will take similar measures in¬ 
volving 29 additional Korean products. 

WeH aware of the unfavorable trade 
future. Korea Trade Promotion Corp. has 
recently proposed a set of measures to 
help tide over the situation. It emphasized 
the need for working out comprehensive 
measures to strengthen the international 
competitiveness of Korean commodities, 
realigning the export strategy, working 
out a long-term export strategy, im¬ 
proving the quality of export goods and 
diversifying export markets. 

A grand economic plan likg that of 
Korea can hardly be devoid of issues, 
and many economists forecast a suc¬ 
cessful year ahead as they have confi¬ 
dence in the government's economic 
planners and cooperation by the people. 


The great achievements of Korean exports are the results of great dedication Of Korean 
worket T hey are highly skilled and welt trained and are always prepared to work 
hard in * of hardships. 



29 Deluxe Hotels To Be Opened 

Local Tourism Industries Busy 
Preparing for PATA Meeting 

article starts from next page 



The Korean tourism industry will write 
an epoch-making chapter this year with 
the opening of large-sized deluxe hotels 
and the completion ot 'major tourism 
development complexes. 

The year 1978 will also be one of the 
busiest years in recent tourism history for 
local tourism businesses as they have 
to play host to the Pacific Area Travel 
Association (PATA) general meeting to 
be held in Seoul in April, 1979. The 
last being held in New Delhi in Jan, 1978. 

The Korean travel industry throughout 
last year suffered an unprecedentedly 
serious shortage of lodging facilities to 
accommodate foreign tourists. 

The shortage of accommodation facili¬ 
ties was pointed out as one of major 
factors hampering rapid growth of the 
national travel industry. 

Insufficiency in lodging facilities was 
also blamed for failure to achieve the 
government's ambitious tourism goal 
of one million foreign arrivals last year, 
tourism experts say. 

Some 950,000 foreign tourists were 
estimated to have visited Korea during 
the last year, and spent $370 million 
here, according to Transportation Ministry 
Statistics. 

The exact number of foreign arrivals 
last year is expected to be announced 
early this month. 

Now with the expected sharp increase 
in hotel rooms this year, rapid expansion 
of travel business is in sight. 

Twenty-nine tourist hotels, mostly 
deluxe, will be opened this year, adding 
5.709 rooms to the existing 11,714 
rooms in 117 Transportation Ministry- 
registered tourist hotels across the 
country. 

It will be the largest addition of tourist 
accommodation facilities in a single 
year. 

Highlighting the Korean hotel industry 
will be the opening of the Hotel Lottee 
with 1.019 rooms to become the largest 
hotel in the nation. 

The 37-story mammoth hotel whose 
construction started in 1973 at a total 
cost of 44.000 million won. financed 
by a Korean tycoon residing in Japan, 
will dominate as the highest edifice 
in Seoul for the time being. 

The Hotel Lottee and five other hotels 
have been designated by the Korean 
National Tourism Corporation (KNTC) 
as lodging places for delegates to the 
forthcoming 28th PATA meeting* 

Some 5,000 tourism delegates are 
expected to attend the Seoul PATA 
meeting to be held fpr eight days from 
•jtfprif 19 In &eouf njjaxt year The five 
pother hotels are the Cj\o*un. Plaza. 

President and tioyal. 


Other large hotels to be opened in 
Seoul within this year ere the 676-room 
Silla Hotel, the 659-room Seoul Mi¬ 
ramar Hotel, and the Arirang Hotel with 
381 rooms. 

These hotels were originally scheduled 
to open last year or earlier, but their 
construction work could not go on 
smoothly because of financial difficulties 
mostly due to changing attitudes of 
foreign investors after the oil shock. 

Construction of the Silla Hotel has 
been delayed for about two years because 
the Japanese financiers suspended sup¬ 
plying funds as contracted. The hotel is a 
project of Samsung Group, one of 
Korea's largest business conglome¬ 
rates. 

The Miramar Hotel situated on 
Namsan Hill was originally scheduled 
to open early last year after construction 
work started in 1973. But the project 
was delayed as its foreign investor 
Japanese Fujita Industrial Co. disconti¬ 
nued its investment. 

The hotel is still negotiating 


with the Japanese investor on the 
investment. 

Construction of another deluxe hotel 
started late last year by the Daewoo 
Business Group after many troubles in 
obtaining foreign capital for the project 

Daewoo first contracted with the 
Saudi Arabian Triad Corp. to build a 
hotel named Hyatt-Sihe. but it was 
scrapped. 

Late last year, Daewoo signed a 
management contract with the Hilton 
International Corp. for its projected hotel 
and plans to draw funds frdfh a West 
German subsidiary of the Japanese Toyo 
Menka Corp. 

in a bid to boost the hotel industry, 
the Ministry of Transportation will supply 
20.000 million won next year for the 
construction of hoteis and improvement 
of hotel facilities. 

Half of the fund will come from the 
government budget and another half in 
bank loans. 

On the strength of the expected vast 
increase in the nation's accommodation 




The Kyongju BomuhTourwh Complex undergoing intensive lesions in five 
costing * total of 30.000 mHIfon won hotel sen/ice coursesfortraim 
including S25 million in a loan from the of six months. 


capacity, the Transportation Ministry has 
tentatively set the goal for tourism 
promotion this year at 1.1 million foreign 
arrivals and $460 million in foreign 
exchange income from them. 

Besides the emergence of deluxe 
hotels, the Korean tourism industry will 
be greatly reinforced by the completion 
of some major tourism complexes. 

The Kyongju Bomun Tourism complex, 
the largest man-made tourism resort in 
Korea built on a vast area of 3,100,000 
pyong will be completed around the end 
of this year. The immense project started 
in 1974 as part of the mammoth 10-year 
program for the development of Kyongju. 
the ancient capital city of the Silla 
Dynasty. 

However, construction of auxiliary 
facilities by private businesses for further 
development of the large-scale tourism 
resort around Bomun Lake will continue 
until the early 1980s 


International Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development (IBRD) will be able 
to receive travellers from 1979 coinciding 
with the 28th PATA meeting. 

The complex, to be run by the 
Kyongju Tourism Agency, a subsidiary of 
the Korea National Tourism Corporation 
(KNTC). will have two highclass hotels 
with some 300 guest rooms each, 
international-level golf courses, condo¬ 
miniums, a marina, a heliport, sporting 
facilities including tennis courts and 
various recreational establishments. 

Folk villages and deluxe Western and 
Korean-style restaurants will also be 
built at the complex. 

The Kyongju Hotel School, located in 
Pomun, is already in operation to train 
qualified hotel employees to upgrade 
hotel services. Now 125 students are 


The nation's first hotel schools has 
a practice hotel with 30 rooms, a large 
language training room, a library end 
other modem training facilities. 

The two hotels—Chosun Bomun Hotel 
and Kyongju Bomun Hotel—will be 
used as main lodging facilities for dele¬ 
gates to the forthcoming Seoul PATA 
meeting next year, KNTC officials said. 

The Sorak Tourism complex will also 
be almost completed within this year. 

The project will require a total of 3,300 
million won for development of a vast 
area of 368.600 pyong around the 
foot of the scenic Mt. Sorak. Its cons¬ 
truction started in 1976. 

A feature of the Sorak development 
project will be the Soraksan Tourist 
Hotel with 100 rooms, which is a joint 
venture by the KNTC and Daewoo Group, 
and a monorail system connecting 
Norumok and Sorak-dong at the foot of 
the mountain. 

Puyo Youth Hostel, now being built as 
part of a project to develop the Puyo- 
Kongju area abundant with ancient 
Paekche Dynasty relics into a tourism 
area, will be opened in May this year. 

The hostel with 54 rooms will be 
used mostly for accommodation 
of foreign student tourists, mostly from 
Japan. The hostel, whose construction 
started in June last year, will be able 
to accommodate up to 400 people. 

The Transportation Ministry will conti¬ 
nue its on-going project for the develop¬ 
ment of Korean War battlefields as tourism 
spots. 

The government completed its first 
development of three battlefields in 
Chunchon. Waegwan. and Yongsan last 
year, the starting year of the five-year 
program. 

According to the Transportation 
Ministry, a total of 50 battlefields will 
be developed as tourism areas by 1981 
in cooperation with the Defense Ministry. 

The Transportation Ministry, along 
with the KNTC and the Construction 
Ministry, will start the development of the 
Cheju-Chungmun area, a scenic beach 
near Sogwipo, on the southern tip of 
Cheju-do Island with various tourist 
amenities. 

The project to continue until 1981. 
will cost a total of 98 million won. 

The KNTC also completed a feasibility 
survey of the Hallyo waterway area last 
year for its facelift as a tourist attraction. 
The plan is now being studied at the 
Transportation Ministry. ^ 



Many New hotels are being constructed to accommodate guests coming to attend 
PATA conference. 
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Chu Cops Figure 
Skating Title 

Chu Yong-sun, 17, the burgeoning 
Korean figure skating starlet, won 
1978 national championships with 
seven ordinals and 139.24 points in 
final standings recently. 

The sophomore of Duff Miller 
College in London received 
four 5,4 marks in technical merit and 
artistic impression to finish first with 
seven ordinals and 73 40 points in 
the freestyle event. 

Shin Hye-suk of Shenshu University 
in Tokyo skated an impressive program 
to finish second to Miss Chu. She 
earned 69.70 points in freestyle for 
a total 131.78 points with 19 ordinals. 

Lee Pu-yong. also from Shenshu 
University, was third in the women's 
freestyle with 70.50 points for a total 
133.58 points with 20.5 ordinals. 

Miss Shin is positioned ahead of 
Miss Lee despite the latter's higher 
points total because the former had 


fewer ordinals, meaning that more 
judges rated Shjg No. 1. in the 
freestyle. 

Shin and Lee was coached and 
trained by a former Japanese 
Olympic star, Higuchi Yutaka, who 
also brought up Lee Hyon-ju. who 
had been national athlete from 1968 
through 1977, and reigned domestic 
championship for the last seven years. 

Champion Chu Yong-sun also took 
part in the Richmond Trophy in 
London last year and finished 10th. 
while Japan's fourth ranking girl came 
out ninth 

Chu, who started figure skating 
10 years ago, was near perfect in 
technique but rather weak in jumping 
power, compared to the international 
athletes, commented the Japanese 
coach and trainer. Higuchi Yutaka. 

Shin, who was speedy and powerful 
in jump, needs much improvements 
in technique, said the Japanese, ad¬ 
ding that. "Korean girls are com¬ 
paratively stronger than Japanese." 

Asked about the future of the 
Korean figure skating in the world 
arena, Yutaka said. "If Shin. Lee 
and Chu try hard one more year, then 
they could be competitive in a world 
championships " 

Shin and Lee were scheduled to 
enter international championships in 
France and West Germany in August, 
said Yutaka. 


636,000 ha Tide Land 
To Be Reclaimed 
by 2000a 

The government plans to convert 
a total of 635.000 ha of tidal land 
along the west and part of south 
coastlines into farmland by the early 
2000s. 

Of this total, 401,000 ha would be 
reclaimed into rice fields, bringing 
to 1.601,000 ha of the nation's total 
acreage of farmland, informed govern¬ 
ment sources said. 

Earlier. President Park Chung Hee 
had called for an active development 
of the west coast as a means of 
expanding paddy fields. He then 
stressed the need for bringing back 
home the construction equipment 
Korea's contractors used in overseas 
projects for mobilizing them into the 
tidal projects. 

According to the sources, the re¬ 
clamation projects will need a total 
investment of 1,620.000 million won, 
of which a lion's share of 1,320.800 
million won will be financed from * 
the sale of reclaimed farmland and 
196,200 million won from the govern¬ 
ment treasury. The rest will be met 
with foreign loans. 

The 635.000 ha of tidal land 
slated to be developed breaks down 
to 368,200 ha in Cholla Namdo, 
119,500 ha in Kyonggi-do, 94,100 ha 
in Chungchung Namdo. 52,000 ha 
in Cholla Pukto and 1.200 ha in 
Kyongsang Namdo. 

Feasibility studies on the ambitious 
projects, already began in 1976. are 
scheduled to be completed by 1980. 

The project. according to ^ 
the sources, will lead to the production 
of an additional 2,760,000 tons of 
grain and 11,400 million tons of 
water to be used for both farming 
and industrial purposed. 

the blueprint for the coastal deve¬ 
lopment also calls for creation of new 
roads covering 792ljjn. As a result 
of the project the sources said, the 
coastline, now spreading to as much 
as 2,750 km, will be curtailed to 
reach 1,060 km. This means the map 
along the coastline invofvid will be 
changed, they obebryed; 

The reclamation project also Is 
expected/to ,p<mtffbutegr4atiy ibottte } 





President Park Chung Hee. joined by his son Chi-man (right) and two daughters 
Keun-hae (third from right) and Keun-young (unseen), unveiis a white marble 
statue of the late First Lady, at a ceremony held at the Childrens Hall in eastern 
Seoul. Mrs. Pak Sun-chon (fourth from right), president of the Memorial Associa¬ 
tion for the late First Lady, also joined. 


Statue 

of Mrs. Park Unveiled 


President Park Chung Hee attended 
an unveilling ceremony for a sitting 
marble statue of the late First Lady, 
nee Yook Young-soo. held at the 
Munwha (Culture) Hall of the 
Children's Hall in eastern Seoul 
recently. 

Upon arrival at the hall, the Chief 
Executive exchanged greetings, one 
by one. with some 100 attendants, 
including Mrs. Pak Sun-chon, 
president of the memorial association 
for the late First Lady who died 
Aug. 15. 1974. President Park was 
accompanied by hi$ son Chi-man. a 
cadet of the ROK Military Academy 
who is on vacation, and two daughters 
Keun-hae and Keun-young. 

Before unveiling the statue. 
President Park was briefed by Shin 
Myungrsun director of the associa¬ 
tion. on the construction of the 
209om-high white marble statue. 
President Park then unveiled the 
statue, joined by his children and 
Mrs., Pak. 

\ President Park laid a wreath before 
^ statue and then offered a silern 
wti&M i.m. Lady^v^lted 

wtentfan^ HA togked around the 
itetpe, su^unded by yellow 


chrysanthemums, with his son and 
daughters. 

In the meantime, the construction 
of the white marble statue was 
started in October last year by the 
association in memory of the solemn 
contributions to the society by the 
late First Lady. The statue was made 
of Italian white marble. 


21 Win 'Idea Awards' 


.Twenty-one civil servants, who 
invented 12 devices contributory to 
savings programs and enhancing effi¬ 
ciency in the government's admi¬ 
nistrative 'function, received "Idea 
Award," for this year. The 12 creative 
items were selected from among 
253 originated by government 
employees. 

Receiving the gold medal at a 
ceremony held at the Ministry of 
Government Administration were Kim 
Chang-jin and Lee Yang-soo. officials 
of the Ministry of Communications 
who also were given cpsh prizes of 
2 million won each. ^ 

Kim originated a neW manpower 
Control system for pdft offices and 
Leo invented an automate, telephone 
relay system for use cjose 

telephonestations. 


: Silver . medal, afong^|Mth a cash 


prize of 600,000 won, went to Kim 
Song-uri of the Ministry of Transporta¬ 
tion and Lee Hyung-jin of. the Office 
of National Tax Administration. 

Kim invented a new lighthouse 
system at the isolated uninhabited 
islands and Lee contrived a new 
receipt system for collecting value 
added tax. 

Eight other officials were also cited 
for research on various subjects in the 
administrative systems and science. 

Adm. Yi Fortress 
Discovered 

A historical survey team from Chon- 
nam University excavated the ruins 
of a seaside fortress in Kohung re¬ 
cently, one of major naval head¬ 
quarters along the southern coast, 
where the patriotic admiral Yi Sun- 
shin was once based during the 
Japanese invation in the 16th century. 

The survey team said it discovered 
the remains of two office buildings 
and a stone wall on the hilly seaside. 
The team worked on the historic 
battle site, called Ponpo Fortress, 
from Nov. 25 to Dec. 13 last year. 

According to the Yijo Shilok, a 
royal court record of the history of the 
Yi Dynasty (1392-1910). the fortress 
was constructed in 1490. and func¬ 
tioned as one of the major naval 
bases of the southern province of 
Cholla-do during the following four 
centuries. 

The excavation team revealed that 
the stone wall was four meters high 
in average, and about 560 meters 
long. 

Acupuncturist 
for Bahrain 

A Korean acupuncture specialist 
will be sent to Bahrain this year 
under a three-month program to train 
acupuncturists there. The dispatch is 
in response to a request to that 
effect by Dr. Ali M. Fakhro. Bahrain 
minister of health, to the Korean, 
government. The government 
authorities plan to nominate two or 
three eligible persons for the Bahrein 
program. Dr. Fakhro reportedly was 
impressed by the professional capabi¬ 
lities of Korean acupuncturists when 
he was briefed by assistant ' 

secretary Mohamad Rahman fajlr on 
his trip to Korea last year. ~ 




New Year Press Conference 

FRESHEN PARK CRUS ERR 
PEACEFIL BNIFICATIOH 


President Park Chung Hee stated 
on 18th January. 1978. that unifica¬ 
tion should be achieved in a peaceful 
manner under any circumstance, and 
that the south and north of Korea must 
coexist peacefully until all conditions 
become ripe for national unification. 

In his New Year Press Conference 
held at the capitol building. President 
Park said. "We advocate peace first 
and unification later because any 
attempt to settle the issue of unifica¬ 
tion before conditions are ripe will 
surely entail the danger of war." 

"Our firm stand is that we. who 
have experienced the bitter taste 
of the Korean War, cannot again 
tolerate the scourge of war," he said. 

For a peaceful solution to the 
Korean question, the President said 
the most realistic and reasonable way 
is for the south and north to expand 
mutual exchanges in all fields and 
restore the homogeneity of the people 


before any issues of a political nature 
can be taken up. 

The nationally televised press con¬ 
ference. which began at 10 a.m. 
and lasted for two hours and 
48 minutes, was attended by all the 
cabinet members led by Prime Minister 


Choi Kyu-Hah. and leading members 
of the ruling Democratic Republican 
Party and the Yojong-Hoe. 
Unresponsive North: Emphasizing 
that the essence of a peaceful solution 
to the problems between the two 
sides is to tackle easy issues first 
through dialogue, President Park said, 
"We have proposed the resumption 
of the suspended dialogue time and 
again, but north Korea has rejected 
each proposal." 

The Chief Executive explained that 
it is because north Korea has some¬ 
thing other than unification in its 
mind that it calls for a "direct negotia¬ 
tion" with the United States, adding 
that the objective it really pursues is 
communization of the whole Korean 
peninsula by force of arms. 

The President said that "the only 
thing which can thwart such a wild 
scheme is the overwhelming national 
strength of the Republic of Korea. 
The north Koreans will renounce such 
bellicosity when our national strength 
grows to the point where they clearly 
realize there is no chance of over¬ 


President Park Chung Hee giving a press conference. 


throwing us." he said. 

In this respect the victor is already 
known, the President said. He ex¬ 
plained that today south Korea is about 
10 to 15 years ahead .of north Korea 
in terms ci economy, and in the 
next 10 to 15 years the Republic of 
Korea will emerge as a major economic 
power. 

"The time is not too^ar off when 
the north Koreans will be obliged to 
respond favorably to our call for 
dialogue/' President Park said. 

Op m Door Policy: The Chief Execu¬ 
tive also said that this year the. 
government will exert stepped-up 
efforts to efttyk closer relations with 
all nrtt-allg^pd^bCintFies while bond* 
nupusV P^wng the open-door potfcy 
toward last European countries based 




policy of June 23.1973 a* well as on 
the principle of reciprocity. 

Noting that third world nations 
increasingly tend to favor improved 
relations with south Korea, the 
President said that they will realize 
it is utterly unrealistic to maintain 
ties with north Korea alone on the 
Korean peninsula. 

In this way, he said, the government 
will Carry out external policies in such 
a way as to be contributory to 
further cementing the national security 
posture, expansion of economic and 
cultural relations with all countries 
and consolidation of the groundwork 
for peace, prosperity and peaceful 
unification. 

Turning to the issue of national 
security. President Park said the nation 
cannot slacken its security prepared¬ 
ness so long as north Korea remains 
belligerent. 

Irrevocable fact: "Some foreigners 
naively say that Kim ll-Sung will 
never be able to invade the south 
because the Soviets and Red 
Chinese do not want to see him start 
a war, but the irrevocable fact is that 
Kim-ll-Sung has been seeking and 
will continue to seek aggression," he 
said. 

One danger, the President said, 
is that Kim-ll-Sung may decide to 
play with fire as an outlet for his 
mounting troubles at home and 
abroad. He said that in addition to 


a persisting economic crisis, north 
Korea faces a power struggle over 
the issue of Kim II-Sung's heir. 
People are growing restless because 
of living conditions, and externally 
north Korea remains isolated from 
the rest of the world because of such 
acts as drug trafficking by its 


diplomats. 

President Park said the time has 
passed when a country could depend 
on others for its security, and Korea 
has long prepared for withdrawal of 
American troops, achieving a subs- 
substantial progress in the 
military modernization program and 
in the buildup of the combat ability 
of its armed forces. 

According to the President, a 
mass production system has already 
been completed for basic weapons 
including some large-caliber field guns 
arjd ammunition, and preparation is 
going oft for production of electronic 
rbenreod warpJenepby , 

/'V*. 

in additl^ me^e r 
thes.^plfpwfng remarks at t^e Preas 
Co^fMoor/-* 


Redaction: On the possibility of his 
seeking reelection and on the Vushin 
(revitalizing reforms) system: our 
constitution was amended in 1972. 
In the old constitution, the President 
was elected directly by the populace, 
but in the new constitution, the 
President is elected by the National 
Conference for Unification. 

Therefore, the candidacy for 
president is an issue to be determined 
by a majority of the delegates of the 
national conference upon its formation 
in new elections. So this is no time 
to discuss my running again. 

The significance of the October 
Vushin is that it has successfully 
facilitated the firm consolidation of 
unparalleled economic growth. It ap¬ 
pears that there still are some people 
who are rather negative toward the 
Yushin system, but none will be able 
to deny the development and growth 
we have achieved. 

We shall continue to maintain the 
Yushin system. 

On the economy the 10 bill ion- 
dollar export goal originally set for 
the early 1980s was achieved at the 
end of last year. With 10 biilion 
dollar in exports, we have come to 
occupy a distinct position in the 
world's economy. Our international 
payments' position has become 
balanced ahead of original expecta¬ 
tion. and our foreign exchange reserves 
are new at 4.3 billion dollars. 

The New Year will see our per- 
capita GNP surpass the 1.000 dollar 
Mark. We shall build 100 sound 
medium or small industries and the 
country will become one of the 
10 largest shipbuilding nations with 
the dedication of the Okpo and 
Jukpo Shipyards 

The 80,000-barrel-daily-capacity 
Korea-Iron oil refinery will be dedi¬ 
cated within the year, and the second 
Naphtha cracking plant and down¬ 
stream petro-chemical factories will 
be finished next year. Besides, the 
present fertilizer capacity of 16 million 
tons is projected to be expanded 
to 21 million tons. 

On Rural housing Improvement: 

This year 50,000 houses in rural areas 
will be refurbished at a cost of 75 
billion won. In the next five years, 
aH the rural house#requiring repair 
wit) be turned into rriodern houses. 

AH rural villages will have electricity 
jSftd cbnwfcunicafto this 

year; With the improvement of rural 
.;$vtog>. atandard. telajw&rv sets have 
%»eh to rate of one 

ftir every three families* By the end of 


1981, the per household income in 
farm and fishery villages .wilt be 
increased from the present 1,400.000 
Won to 2,800,000 to 3>000,000 Won, 
On social development: The: basic 
guideline for social development this 
year is to ensure (1) balanced dis¬ 
tribution of medical benefits, (2) equal 
educational and employment opportu¬ 
nities. and creation of comfortable 
living. 

' Mora Madioal Benefits: More 
medical insurance benefits will be 
provided while the insurance system 
itself shall be modified to cover greater 
beneficiaries. Fifteen hospital ships 
will be constructed for offshore 
islanders and 14 public health centers 
shall be repaired or constructed. More 
medical equipment shall be provided 
to 804 medical centers across the 
country. 

On projected construction of 
a new administration oapital: 

Presently 7,500,000 people live in 
a city within the range of enemy 
guns. Since the Seoul population 
has exceeded the optimum level and 
the population dispersion policy has 
failed. to register any effectiveness, 
it is inevitable to build a temporary 
capital elsewhere pending national 
unification. 

Even if the administrative capital 
is moved elsewhere, Seoul will remain 
the capital of the Republic of Korea. 

On factory and urban Saamaul 
llndong: The factory Saemaul Un¬ 
dong has spread to all parts of the 
country, registering satisfactory 
results. 

The factory Saemaul Undong has 
contributed to increasing the inter¬ 
national competitiveness of our 
industries as well as to overcoming 
the economic recession in the wake 
of the oil crisis. 

Management should look after 
employees as if they were family 
members. 

On promotion of the spirit of 
self-reliance: There has been a rising 
call for the establishment of cultural 
integrity. Since this is the 30th year 
after the national foundation, it Is 
time for us to establish cultural 
integrity. Here the word "integrity*' 
means the spirit one can be responsible 
for one's posterity. It is also the 
spirit in which one can safeguard 
the nation against aggression to the* 
end. 
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ROKtoHost 
78 International 
Skill Olympics 
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With the sublime aspiration to 
renew social respect for technicians, 
. the Korea Committee of the inter- 
r national Youth Skill Olympics (IYSO) 
is now preparing to host the Olympics 
this year, 

"Through the event/' remarks Com¬ 
mittee Chairman Lee Nak-sun, "we 
hope Korean skilled workers' friend¬ 
ship with their foreign counterparts 
and tlje public esteem for their crucial 
roles in the national economy will be 
enhanced." 

The committee plans to use a fund 
of over 611 million won for the 
event which will be held at the 
^ Pusan Mechanical Technical High 
School for 17 days beginning Aug. 30. 

A total of 337 young but top-notch 
skilled workers from 17 countries will 
vie in 31 trades during the skill 
contest, which is widely known as the 
International Vocational Training 
Competitions in its quarter-century 
history. The contest is expected to 
attract a total of 904 participants 
including juries, official delegates and 
observers. 

Lee's first concern lies in the for¬ 
mation of proper environments where 
contestants can fully demonstrate their 
f skills. "We will furnish top-quality 
equipment at the competition site. 
Most equipment will be Korean," 


he says. The committee* however, set 
aside some 190 million won to buy 
milling equipment and other machines 
from foreign countries. 

Food problems: The committee 
chairman ft also concerned about 
food problems participants may have 
in this country. "We wit) do our best 
to help them in obtaining everyday 
meals." he pledged, disclosing a plan 
to ask the Chosun Hotel to prepare 
meals. 

The Chosun Beach Hotel, where 
participants other than competitors 
will stay, is a sister to the Chosun 
Hotel operated as a joint venture of the 
Korean National Tourism Corp.. and 
American Airlines''* Americana Hotel. 
While meals will be prepared by the 
cooks of the famed hotel, competitors 
will stay at the modern dormitory of 
the Pusan Mechanical Technical High 
School. 

During intermissions of the 
Olympics participants will have op¬ 
portunities to visit historical sites 
and industrial zones throughout the 
country. They will also view the 
process of machine knitting, machine 
embroidery, wooden craftsmanship 
and Oriental-style embroidery de¬ 
monstrated by Korean technicians. The 
four trades are excluded from the 
competition. 


Training: When asked about ( tt^e 
training of Korean 
said, A We don't conduct any ipedift 
training for them In accordance with 
the rules of international competition " 
But the committee devised a system 
of encouraging Korean entries to /be 
diligent in self-training and study 
by not deciding in advance who 
will definitely compete in the competi¬ 
tion. 

"Both gold and silver medal winners 
of national level competition, held last 
September, have been named candi¬ 
dates. We will select final entries at the 
last minutes reviewing the progress 
of their self-training," Lee confided. 

The high workability of the system 
was proved last year when Korean 
delegates won top place in the 23rd 
IYSO held in the Netherlands, garner¬ 
ing a total of 21 medals. 

Another strategy employed is to 
screen outstanding skilled workers at 
the national competitions on the 
basis of not only their results but also 
how well they read and understood 
drawings presented as tests. 

As for the prospect for the Korean 
team's place in the next Olympics, 
the chairman only expressed his strong 
commitment of doing the best. 
Dynamic administrator: Keenly 
aware of Lee's achievement-oriented 
dynamics, many people seem confi¬ 
dent about the successful hosting of 
the IYSO in Korea and the demonstra¬ 
tion of the Korean techniciaris' 
competency. 

He implanted his image as a 
dynamic administrator while serving 
as the minister of commerce and 
industry during the 1969—73 period 
and as the director of the Office of 
National Tax Administration from 1966 
to 1969. 

Lee is an ex-cabinet minister who 
helped lay the foundation for the 
dazzling economic growth the nation 
has achieved in recent years. "Behind 
the dazzling economic growth," he 
notes, "are technicians' endeavors to 
produce sophisticated goods which 
are attractive to foreign buyers/' . 

In this regard, he advocates skilled 
workers deserve enhanced public 
respect. 

Lee is now deeply involved in 
improving the status and quality df 
Korean technicians heading the Korea 
Technical Qualification Testing 
Agency and the board of directors of 
the newly inaugurated Korean^ Indued 
trial Masters! College in addition to 
the Korea IYSO Committee. * K / : v v 


in Korea, a sound vocational guidance is given to students of advance classes Korea 
is going to hold the 1978 skill Olympic. 




The Isle of Beautiful Girls 

ULL0N6-D0-A TOURISTS HEARTTHROB 
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Korean girls of the island are engaged in traditional kite-flying game. U/logdo island 
is known for their beautiful women and natural scenery. 


cosmetlcs/\ says $ manner of the 
Ullung Supermarket In central aik 
ministrativ* Tb*dong town. 

Only two beauty salons exist in the 
town which has some 8,000 residents. 
This demonstrates that the island 
females emphasize natural beauty. 

Casual visitors have many op¬ 
portunities to see healthy, beautiful 
woman divers gather abaione. sea 
cucumbers, top shells and other 
shelfisti and seaweed round the year. 

Probably because of their excellent 
beauty, females on the East island 
never know the notion of male su¬ 
premacy which has reigned in the 
nation. Even more, the socalled 
Women's Lib movement has no op¬ 
portunity to land on the island. 

The weaker sex has long enjoyed 
equal rights with the stronger sex in 
every respect of life. Compared to 
their counterparts in the oountry, a 
girl college graduate says. "The island 
women enjoy honeymoons with their 
husbands until they go to their tombs." 

Male breadearners on the island 
feel satisfied that their beautiful wives 
do wifely duties successfully. Oevoted 
and cooperative attitudes of women 
help men lead cordial family lives to 
the end. 

A heart-warming atmosphere hangs 
over piers around the island in the 
mornings. When fishermen bring 
cuttlefish they have caught in the 
night their attractive wives eviscerate 
the sea products, skewer them on 
bamboo rods and carry them to 
nearby places to hang out in the sun 
to dry. 

Many fish fresh from the crystaline 
sea have made both women and 
men chefs. A husband or a wife 
provides delicious seafood and other 
cuisine for their dining table. Ac¬ 
cordingly visiting tourists here can 
also enjoy a diversity of exotic gourmet 
dishes around the year. 

Apart from seafood, tender beef 
may help {island girls develop their 
charming beauty. There are at present 
some 1,800 bead of cattle on the 
island* which boast of having tender 
. meat The supply of beef overflows 
the island into the mainland. 

The island's see-girl isolation has 
tept folklore traditions of long 
efSnding. 

jVfbr instance, a marriage for the 
gop^ftempered men and women is 
beW in a traditional rite. If 
vishdrs .ars 4ucky>, they see. jbest 

their 
newbouple 


The colourful, traditional marriage 
costumes the newly weds wear create 
a memorable atmosphere in the wintry 
season complete with red camellia 
flowers which adorned the sedan 
chair. 

The wedding procession with a 
pallanquin was necessary on the 
island, which has no cars to carry 
the new couple to and from the 
wedding place. There are also no 
formal wedding halls, except altars 
in churches. So a wedding rite is 
often held at the house of the bride. 

The traditional wedding will die 
hard because the present geographic 
condition of rugged terrain did not 
allow the islanders to build roads or 
imDort cars in the earliest days. 

On the island, there is a tendency 
to marry in younger age than their 
counterparts on the mainland. The 
relatively early marriage derived from 
the bygone tragedy in which young 
fishermen on the island frequently 
lost their lives in rough seas in the 
old days. 

Gone are the days when a grand¬ 
mother lullabys her granddaughter 
wlth a whisper of "you should marry 
e ;men ph the mainiapjft'* The oft- 
iised grandma’s murmuring indicates 
thehJKtfrife on the Jslandih the past. 


For a good future for tourism, the 
island has a prize human resource— 
a large number of beautiful girls. They 
will surely attract a stream of tourists 
from the mainland and overseas, 
playing a pivotal role in accelerating 
tourism. 

According to satisfies compiled by 
the Ullung County Administration, 
women account for 13.106 or 47.7 per 
cent of the total 27.469 population 
on the island, which covers a space 
of 72 square kilometers. 

Behind the driving force to produce 
beautiful girls with sound souls is 
education which emphasizes sincere, 
good human beings and infuses the 
spirit of loving ones home town. 

"The current educational policy 
places priority on educating students 
to prevent the unpolluted and un¬ 
explored island from being smeared 
by human pollution." says Kim Hyo* 
jin. head of the Ullung Education 
Office. 

There are at present 11 primary 
schools four middle schools and one 
high school. The number of students 
breaks down to 4.232 in primary' 
schools 1.677 in middle schools and 
469 in high schools. Of tha totaff 
6,422 students, girls stand* at £008; 



I THE BEAUTY THAT IS MODERN KOREAN POETRY 

1( ’ - v 

Korean poatry & as rich, beautiful and wholesome 
! as the landscape of Korea. In this issue we present 
| you these four bits of beauty and thought that is modern 
Korean Poetry. These poems will also be presented in 
an anthology of Korean poems to be published in Sydney 
and London. Ed 


Kim Dong - whan 

When the River Melts 

When the ice breaks up the boat will come. 

And the boat will bring my love. 

Maybe, a letter at least, if not my love. 

/ leave the bank, having waited all day in vain. 

Will the ice break up when my love comes ? 

Surety, it's time the river began to flow again 
Even if frozen in the cruelest winter, 
leave the bank, having waited all day in vain. 

Dream 

We live within the same wall. 

But they let me see you in my dream only. 

That's one way only. 

Even that, tonight only. 

Kim Jong-sam 

The Poet's Apprentice 

My clown loitered 
Around the cathedral where 
Cezar Franck once lived, then 
Among his bones now resting in the past. 

My down paused at Stephane Ma/larme's home 
And stole the pipe he used to smoke. 

With the pipe in his mouth. 

He wandered through the very lane in the suburb 
Which Van Gogh had strolled in the autumns. 

There, the autumn leaves were strewn here and there. 
Maybe, his footprints, 
with some lying overlapped. 

My down found work 

In the coal-factory run by Jean Paul Sartre. 

He got fired. 

\ Kim Nam-jo 

TJie Love Scripts 

tffTW excerpts from 

y 

■ 1 , ■", , 

f&had of desertihg. 

[ bet me be the deserted. 


If /'m to be in love. 

Let me be the first to love. * 

// 

In the place of sufferers only. 

/ run into thee. 

Had / not come to the torture chamber of love. 

/ might have never known it. my lord. 

Hi 

If heart could answer heart. 

If soul could echo soul : 

For the thought alone. I whimper 
For / m a starved silly child. 

Kim Hyun-seung 

Easter 

Love reborn April. 

The month of labour: 

Booted deep in your tomb. 

We rise into bloom once more. 

Love returned April, 

The month of marriage : 

Our soul and body hitherto apart. 

Our brothers and our enemies, and 
Our citizens and our aliens become one 
In your tomb. 

This victorious month: 

You shed your body burdened and lone. 

To spread your wings into the free sky 
Evermore blissful. 

This benvolent month: 

You cast off the Jewish garb 
To be among all peoples and 
To be in all places. 

% 

April, the month of witness; 

A fallen seedling now already in relief. 

Already tall now to chant in the wind 

The chorus of the dawn, the verse of the soul. ' ■ 

. Though so loud and pleat' : , * :h 4 ;!■ $ 
Though so abundant. ^ 

the world cries formiracle* 
thppodd ■ /.■ 



■'Shipping 0ooft 
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1 Ippa^dlelwith the country's rapidly 
growingexport volume, the govern- 
■ rheht 'hid decided to increase the 
total tonnage of Korean ocean-going 
vessels. «f$cjudfng cpntafnerships. to 
3,900.000 tons this year from the 
previous 3.384,000 tons. 

Under the program, the rate of 
cargo transportation to be handled by 
; ; Korean flag carriers will be increased 
up to 44 per cent from the present 
42.4 per cent! 1 

Under the catchphrase of "Let's 
transport our export goods by domesti¬ 
cally made vessels.'' the Korea Mari¬ 
time and Port Authority (KMPA) . 
decided to release a total of 
74,000 million won this year to 
finance various shipping develop¬ 
ment projects. Some 226,000 tons 
of foreign-bound vessels and 
10,000 tons of coastal cargo ships 
will be built at domestic shipyards. 

/ it said. . 

In an endeavor to meet the ever- 
growing cargo volume. KMPA plans 
to build' vessels totaling 1 million 
tons at domestic shipyards by 1981, 
the final year of the Fourth Five-Year 
Economic Development Plan. • 

' / When the plan is completed as 
planned, total tonnage of the ocean- 
4 'going, vessels .will be about 6 million 
/Jlgha'to .earn some $1,600 million 
•Q^itijelJy in the 1080s. Korea will 
'earn $790 million through shipping 
jgb cargo, handling services this year, 
'■/^•ffttiresse- of 40 pgr cant, over the . 
. ^phsviousyear. ’ 

' WitiMn this .year, e total of . 
564,000 tons pf ehipe^will be able to 
handle ^ , shipment ‘of import raw 
'.,.|0ateij>lsi:«gegrdi%’to the KMPA ■ 
.program to'expand 
■(.$$ fbjgtilar shipping libs*,' two more 
-:^^pgHf»'^.b«' : eteted to the 


'T.JL 'JBl ' A .kl i ' 


Korea wiU be able to 1 build full 
contalnerships from this year for the 
first time. Three full contairterships will 
be built within this year With an 
outlay of $66,200,000 for operation 
on international routes. 

Meanwhile, a plan Is now under 
study to join in the Inter-Governmental 
Maritime Consultative Organization 
(IMCO). Korea wilt seek shipping 
cooperation from France and Denmark 
designed to meet the dual goals of 
including foreign loans and promoting 
cargo-handling skills. 

The KMPA expects that the cargo 
volume to be handled in the nation's 
ports will rise to 66 million tons. 


Kotra to Set five 
New Centers Abroad 

The . Korean Trade Promotion 
Corporation (KOTRA) will establish 
five more trade centers mostly in 
the African and Latin American regions 
in the course of nerd year in a bid 
to hefe local businesses and industries 
boost exports to these regions. Chang 
Sungwhan, president of the KOTRA 
said. 

Chang said that the five new 
trade centers will be 'Set. up in Zaire, 
Sudan. Bolivia. TrinidatjLand Tobago, 
and Bangladesh. 


Overseas Banking 
To Be enhanced 

- Jt i 

.. . The Ministry of Finance plans to 
Authorize local banks: to establish 
overseas offices this j^ar in order 
. to help internationalize'this domestic 
banking business and bloater banking 
' support for djversifyjhg Korean trade 
activities. If the planned., increase is 
effected, the overseas s *wtwofk of 
I^JTMn.^jsnking instftudpps wilt in- 
the priep§r*, 71 to 
$Sdbatrrohes and 91 ;*£ito*rt itative 





insurance Butinoafr 


The total value of life insujanpaV 
contracts in effect at the end of Jest 
year amounted to 2.419.600 mllltgn 
won. an increase of 69 per cent pyer 
the end of 1976, according to fifriSw..,, 
statistic# compiled by the Ministry of 
Finance. Premiums collected by the 
nation's life and damage Irisurairtce / 
firms totaled 264,900 million, ...an' ./ 
increase of 43 4 per cent over the 
preceding year. 

The premium total breaks down 
to 137,400 million won collected for 
life insurance policies ■ end 
127,600 million won for damsgs; , 
insurance policies. Insurance • pa^V/: 
ments also increased accordingiy. Thev^ 
nation's life insurance firms patd^V 
60.100 million won in 
payments, while the damage insurahcd.; '/. 
companies 57,400 million won,..The/§J 
insurance cancellation ratio dropped// : 
by 5.7 per cent last year from 29,3 per . 
cent in 1976. / 

■ - ■'#( 
Car Export# 
To Ba Boosta$£ 

The Ministry of Commerce and/;-; 
Industry expects that exports of locally // 
produced vehicles will be tripled this/' 
year to reach 30,000 units, Last' * 
year. 10.000 Korean-made cars were 
exported. Earlier, the ministry an- ' 
nounced a long-term automobile^ 
export promotion plan which calls for ^ 
raising annual automobile exports to ;/,< 

100.000 cars by early 1980s. ,,/ ? 

Diversification of markets for locally./// 
assembled cars is receiving emphasi#;// 
id the export promotion drive; Last.',; 
year, locally produced vehicles wens'- 
exported to 86 countries. Thd triifttyrtty -|< 
is encouraging the nation's 
automakers to cultivate outletsup’lo/f 
46 countries by the end of. .$# 
to realize the longterm export goal/; 
of 100.000 cars. Tfje. k^al 
assembly plants are also ^ 

to jctivety take'pan irr/inte^riH^d;^ 
autpmobil^ows.;-'- 
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' Th# tuneful, harmonious romance of Korea's music and mudfd Instruments: Pago 6 

Music is the very essence of fife. It is the most ennobling form of hqman expression coming down to u$ 
from time immemorial In eveiy country music has shaped the destiny of the people. 

Korean music, like music in other countries of Asia is very ancient but with a slight difference. Here music 
is deeply rooted in the life of the people, the landscape itself emanates a music of its own, lyrical bewitching 
and seductive. It is also very original unlike many cultures where the bulk of musical compositions are 
results of alien influences. 



Indian Speaker visits Koras: Psgs 8 

An exclusive interview to Korean News by the Speaker of the Indian Parliament Mr K S. Hegde on his recent visit to the ROK ?n 
February 1978. 


Ths History and Advancsmsnt of Solanos and Tschnology in Koras: Psgs 12 

The beautiful, lush and evergreen landscape of Korea is deceptive to many. It is difficult for foreigners to even conjure that this 
Hermit Kingdom has a very ancient history of science and technology which in modern times have caught up with big industrial nations. 

The earliest evidence of technology can be traced to the third and fourth century 8.C when Iron Technology came to Kpreafrom 
China which quickly replaced bronze for both weapons and tools In this informative story one wiH get a glimpse of the unique ad¬ 
vancement of science and technology in Korea. 

Exhibition of Korean Paintings in India: Page 18 

This article written by the Exhibition officer Mr C.V. Dharmaratnam of the Lalit Kala Akadami throws light on the richness of Modern 
Korean painting which were recently exhibited in India last month. It is a scholarly attempt to evaluate the Korean Painting in the 
correct perspective. 

Korea, Ths Land of Religious Harmony: Psgs 20 

Korea is one of the rare countries in the world where every religion is practised and where no particular 
religion is given special treatment, all are equal in the eyes of the law. This has helped bind the nation cul¬ 
turally in spite of many religions. The main religions of Korea are Confucianism. Buddhism and Christianity. 

Mass Madia in Koras—An Inspiring Story: Psgs 24 

In this very interesting article the history of mass media in Korea has been traced from its very early inception. It starts with the 
newspaper and unfolds the heroic birth of Newspaper in Korea who in the early stages had to continousfy fight Japanese oppression. 
It also traces the growth of News Agencies, the Radio Television and ends up with brief sketches of its present picture when we find 
that every branch of mass media is very developed in Korea. 




Calligraphy, An ancient Korean Art: Page 26 

Calligraphy, the art of brush writing is a definite art Jorm in Korea, as it is in China and Japan, Calligraphy in Korea has exerted.a 
strong influence on social and cultural life, and even today it is respected as an art. In recent years it has even received an unexpected 
tfooat through the stimulas of Modern abstract painting. In this article the entire history* as also the modem Status of Calligraphy In 
Korea has been traced. 
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"If music be the food of love, play on 

—Shakespeare 



Music is the very essence of life. It is the 
most ennobling and civilised form of 
human expression coming down to us 
from time immemorial. In every country 
music has shaped the destiny of it's 
people, it has symbolised it's art, culture 
and ethos. Music has brought relief to 
many a forlon heart music has also united 
warring factions. 

Korean music, like music in other 
countries of Asia is very ancient but with a 
slight difference. Here music is rooted 
deeply in the life of the people, the land¬ 
scape itself emanates a music of its own, 
lyrical, bewitching and seductive. It is also 
very original, unlike many cultures where 
the bulk of musical compositions are 
results of alien influences. In fact Korean 
music is so innovative and original that 
even in this jet age it retains it's old world 
charm and innocence. 

Traditional Korean music is divided into 
A-ak and folk music. A-ak is sometimes 
called Hyang-ak. 

Folk music normally denotes music 
that is sung by the general mass of people, 
more so in rural areas and Korea being a 
traditional rural society saw the early 
flourishing of Folk music which is one of 
the richest in the world. Jap-ga, folk 
songs, farmers music and Pansori are 
classified as folk music. 

Hyang-ak: A-ak or Hyang-ak has been 
played in courts for at least a thousand 
years. This music is the music of the elite 
class, of the nobility, the artists and intel¬ 
lectuals. King Sejong the great of the Yi 
dynasty ordered Yon Park, one of his 
eminent scholars to identify Hyang-ak 
to be purely Korean. 

As the Yi dynasty came to a close both 
folk music and Hyang-ak began to lose its 
appeal due to the influence of western 
music. In recent years, however Hyang-ak 
has been encouraged greatly. The govern¬ 
ment now assists in developing Hyang- 
ak. Hyang-ak pieces are now being 
written in western notation for purposes 
of recording and makinqrt popular. 

While folk music involves rather simple 
melodies and only a few instruments. 
Hyang-ak is played in concert with many 
wind and string instruments. Primarily 
played for royalty, this music though 
solemn is yet graceful. 

Hyang is in use since unified SJIfa days , 

It isr made of pauiownia wood and 
chestnut This four strihQ instrument is 
played with a stick of aza/ea. 



Folk music appeals to the senses while 
Hyang-ak moves the soul and stimulates 
f the intellect. Since the days of Sejong 
the great Hyang-ak played on ceremonial 
occasions at the mausoleums of deceased 
kings have undergone changes in playing 
method and composition of orchestra. 
However, these changes have never been 
fundamental. Chwita. or Royal March, 
and Gochi. played in the court also un¬ 
derwent minor changes. 

Samhyon Yukkak. a celebration music 
is played today in the same manner as it 
was played hundred years ago. One can 
recognise in the paintings of Oanwon or 
Dongwon that the composition of in- 
i struments for this music was same as it 
is now. 

Folk music seldom requires orchestra. 
Sinawai, played in the southern regions 
is one of the exceptions. It requires 
flutes, drums and string instruments. 

One should also remember that while 
speaking of Korean music, it should also 
include sorcerers dances. There are also 
numbers which require dancing to go with 
the music. 

Janggo: Primitive Korean music had 
Janggo as a percussion instrument and 
pin as a wind instrument There evolved 
the string instrument called 'go'. When 
* compared to neighboring nations. 
Korean music is believed to have attained 
a higher standard. 

During the three kingdoms period new 
musical instruments were introduced to 
Korea from China. Mongolia and west 
Asia. Added to this Buddhism brought 
highly developed form of music. 

Some of the good musical instruments 
and musical notations were lost during 
military campaigns in the last days of 
the Koryo dynasty. 

King Sejong the great of the Vi dynasty 
was responsible for the reconstruction of 
Korean music. He had musical instru¬ 
ments developed, new music composed, 
and new musical rules set up. 

The king also had performances by 
musicians, new instruments, new scores 


illustrated with pictures put in govern¬ 
ment publications. During the reign of 
King Sejong (1470-1494) Akhakgabeom 
was published. It was an encyclopaedia of 
Korean music, discussing Korean music 
in detail. The book was a cultural achieve¬ 
ment not only for Korea but also for the 
music of East Asian countries in general. 

Sortie Korean instruments look like 
instruments of some Asian countries. But 
Korean instruments produce sounds 
peculiar only to them. 

There are two ways to classify instru¬ 
ments. One way is by the material used 
in the instrument and the other is by the 
type of music the instrument is used for. 
According to the material, instruments are 
divided into gold, stone, string, bamboo, 
clay, leather, wood, and gourd. They are 
called eight sounds 


Classification: According to the kinds 
of music the instruments are 
classified as for Hyangak. for 
Chinese music, and for folk music. 
Most wind instruments are bamboo 
instruments. There are 32 different percus¬ 
sion instruments and 18 different drums. 

Korean music is a general term. It is 
used against western music. As western 
music began to make inroads in the late 
18th century, it was necessary to define 
Korea's own music. 

Great care and efforts are taken to pre¬ 
serve A-ak or Hyang-ak and transmit it to 
future generations. Smce Folk music 
expresses emotional characteristics of the 
Korean people, young composers today 
look towards it for inspiration for their 
works. 
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Above : Daegeum is made of a good 
quality brass. A wood rod is covered 
with deer hide is used as stick. It is 
used for Martial music and memorial 
rituals . 
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Indian Speaker Visits Korea 



The speaker of the Korean National Assembly Mr. Chung II Kwon greets the Mr. K.S. Hegde. 

speaker of the Indian Parliament Mr. K.S. Hegde during Mr. Hegde's official visit Speaker, 

to Korea in February 1978. Indian Parliament. 


South Korea today is one of the most advanced industfiai nation in the Eastern Hemisphere. Its deve¬ 
lopment has been possible due to very pragmatic policy of its rulers and the sustained hard work by its 
people. For any visitor to the Republic of Korea the most impressive sitee are those of smiling, happy 
people-men and women working hard. 

"I had read much about Korea's development but what I saw with my own eyes was more than my 
expectations", the Honorable Speaker of the Indian Parliament Mr K.S. Hegde told AMITAVA 
MUKHERJEE of KOREAN NEWS in an exclusive interview recently. The interview which was taken 
immediately after his return from Korea touches upon all aspects of Korean life as also discusses certain 
bilateral points of interest between India and Korea. 

The interview which is reproduced below will, it is hoped, prove very stimufating and informative for 
our readers. 


KOREAN NEWS: Please give us your 
impressions on your first visit to the 
Republic of Korea. 

K.S.HEQDE: I was greatly impressed by 
the development in South Korea. I had 
read before but what I saw with my own 
eyes was much more than my expecta¬ 
tions. It is now a fairly advanced indus¬ 
trial nation, more so in certain particular 
areas. In road construction and building 
of houses it has made tremendous 
advance* Even multistoreyed buildings 
are completed within a year's time What 
I gathered was that if a contractor com¬ 
pletes his work earlier he is given bonus 


but if he cannot do it in time then he has 
to pay heavy penalties. The roads and 
the road system in Seoul, the capital is as 
good as any developed nations. South 
Korea has also made rapid strides in 
electronics Qualitywise they are as good 
as Japans. The country has also advanced 
much in shipbuilding. The shipbuilding 
yard at Ulsan which commenced work in 
1973 is today one of the most advanced 
in the world, with a capacity to build 
sixty ships a year—which includes even 
the building of a ship of I million ton 
Dead weight. This very shipyard has 
built a repairing yard for Bahrain and is 


building a floating harbour in Saudi- 
Arabia It is also very much advanced in 
textiles. They are now diverting their 
industries to the rural ar^as in the form of 
Model villages, by putting up industries 
in rural areas and in those industries the 
rural people are provided jobs. This helps 
them to eliminate underemployment On 
the whole I must say the nation has 
progressed tremendously. 

KOREAN NEWS: What struck you as 
the most singular aspect cf Korean Ufa 
and how far do you think this Is tesponsl - 
bis for tha present development of Korea} 







K.6. HEGDE: The people are very 
hardworking. I believe they work ten 
hours a day. We were told that the Korean 
Television starts telecasting programmes 
at 4 in the morning as that is the time 
people get up from sleep to go to work 
They are also very disciplined and to cap 
it all the leadership at the top is excellent 

KOREAN NEWS: What in your opinion, 
keeping in view Korea's improvement 
in its economy and technology—would 
be Korea’s future role in the context of 
the non - aligned mo vement ? 

K.S HEQDE: My knowledge of world 
politics is limited. I think in the years to 
come Korea will be an important member 
of the non-aligned club 

KOREAN NEWS: Which are the areas 
in your opinion where the Republic of 
Korea can contribute to m India’s deve 
lopment and vice versa ? 

K.S HEDGE: The economy of Korea and 
India are to a large extent complementary. 
Each can assist the other. Korean know 
how about road and house construe 


tion appears to be highly advanced It has 
taken up large number of works in the 
Middle East Its work force is limited 
India on the other hand has a large num¬ 
ber of competent and trained Engineers 
This country can also provide technically 
qualified work force. In this sphere there 
is a large scope for joint ventures. Korea 
is also highly developed in electronics. It 
could provide that necessary know how 
to India. It can also supply us ships which 
we require In return India can give them 
the machine tools they require We can 
also provide them know how about the 
manufacture of machine tools and 
Agriculture. India is in a position to supply 
the necessary raw materials which Korea 
needs It is also easy for these two 
countries to work together because of the 
similarity in the two cultures 

KOREAN NEWS: How far can India 
and the Republic of Korea contribute 
jointly to the further development of (he 
region as a whole ? 

K.S HEGDE: Korea and India are 
fairly developed nations. They, alongwith 


Japan can do a great deal for the further 
development of South-East Asia. 

KOREAN NEWS: / am sure you had the 
chance to view the work of Saemaul 
Undong in Korea. What do you feet 
about this unique system and how far do 
you think th/s method can help solve 
some of the rural programmes in India ? 
K.S HEGDE: The Saemaul system is 
more or less similar to our community 
projects. Its success depends upon the 
enthusiasm which can be shown by the 
rural population and the guidance pro¬ 
vided by the Government The project 
is not new to India If the community 
projects here have not been as successful 
as desired—the main reason has been 
the illiteracy of the masses in India and 
the vastness of the country We visited 
some of the Saemaul projects. It is very 
well conceived, though still in its infant 
stage It will be some time before proper 
assessment can be made of its success 

(Continued to page 30) 
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New Envoy 
From India 

President Park Chung Hee said that 
India is an important partner of Korea 
in promoting prosperity and peace in 
view of the growing importance of 
international cooperation and inter¬ 
dependence among nations 

The Chief Executive said that the 
recent development of ever-expanding 
trade relations between the two 
countries is eloquent testimony that the 
two countries will continue to expand 
their cooperation in all fields of in¬ 
terest. thereby bringing greater bene¬ 
fits and prosperity 

President Park made the remarks 
while receiving credentials from Indian 
Ambassador Vasant Vasudeo Paranjpe 
at a Chong Wa Dae ceremony "The 
historical and cultural relations bet¬ 
ween India and Korea date back for 
many centuries With such a historical 
background the friendly relations 
between our two countries have been 
dramatically strengthened ever since 
we entered into full diplomatic 
relations in 1973." the President said 
In the meantime. Ambassador 
Paranjpe told President Park. "Today. 
Korea has become an important trad ■ 
mg partner of India and the future 
holds promise of wide-ranging colla¬ 
boration and closer contacts between 
the two countries "A natural reflection 
of these ties, he said, is to be found 
in the exchange of visits by several 
high-level delegations between the 
two countries. 

Gov't to Build, Improve 
50,000 Farmhouses in '78 

A total of 50,000 farmhouses will 
newly be built or improved next year 
under the government's long-term 
plan to enhance the living environ¬ 
ment of farm populace. 

According to the Ministry of Agri¬ 
culture and Fisheries, the housing 
project will cost an estimated 75,000 


million won, of which 67,500 million 
won will be supplied mostly by the 
central government, agricultural co¬ 
operatives and the Korea Housing 
Bank The rest, 7.500 million won, will 
be met by loans due to be extended 
from the International Bank of Re¬ 
construction and Development 
(IBRD) 

The size of farmhouses, ministry 
officials said, will range from 15 pyong 
to 25 pyong (One pyong equals 3 3 
square meters ) 

Beginning 1979, the sources said. 
75,000 homes are due to be newly 
built or undergo improvement in rural 
areas every year 

In addition, organs which will 
exclusively handle matters relating to 
dwellings for farm households will be 
established at every country and 
"myon" throughout the country, ac¬ 
cording to The ministry 

Large Airport Planned 
In Cheju-do by '82 

Minister of Transportation Mm 
Byung-kwon disclosed that a large- 
scale airport will be built in Cheju-do, 
the southernmost island province, by 
the end of 1982 with an outlay of 
80.000 million won. 

He also said that tourist hotels and 
other accommodation facilities will 
be greatly expanded to attract more 
than 800,000 foreign and domestic 
travelers. 

Min made the remarks while in¬ 
specting tourist facilities in the island 
province He said that deluxe cruisers 
of up to 300 tons will be operated 
along the island. Underwater sight¬ 
seeing facilities and cruise boats will 
be established, he said. 

Pollutant Firms to Be 
Removed 

Business firms, whose factories 
are located in the downtown areas 
of Chung-gu and Chongno-gu. will 
be ordered to relocate their factories 
from their present locations if their 
factories are determined to discharge 
more pollutant waste than permissible 
The municipal government has also 
decided to relocate all pollutant-dis¬ 
charging factories in residential 
districts according to a year-by-year 
plan. 

According to the city authorities, 


a total of 173 factories, plants and 
workshops are located in Chung-gu 
and Chongno-gu districts that are 
subject to be relocated from the 
present sites. The types of the business 
firms include textile chemical, metalic 
and food manufacturing industries, 
the authorities said 

Among the 726 factories stationed 
in residential areas, 215 are subjected 
to orders for relocation from their 
present sites The remainder will be 
removed by the end of 1980, accord¬ 
ing to the authorities 

Work to Start Early 
On 'Kangbuk' Subway 

Constiuction of the 18 8 km stretch 
of the projected second rapid transit 
line north of the Han River will begin 
toward the end of next year, two 
years ahead of schedule, officials of 
the Seoul City government said 
The officials explained that the 
"Kangbuk" (north of the river) subway 



Leaders of the SeemauJ (New 
Community} Movement in Seoui 
get together at Chang-chung 


construction project to be undertaken 
in early 1982. appears to be the only 
efficient way for mass passenger 
service to resolve the ever-worsening 
traffic situation in Seoul. 

The route of the subway line 
starting at the present train car base 
terminal will go through Ulchi-ro, 
City Hall to Smchon. 

The officials said that the subway 
construction will be completed in 
1984. 

Officials' Kids to Get 
Hiked Education Subsidy 

The government-furnished subsidy 
loans for school expenses of the 
children of civil servants and the an¬ 
nuities will be increased by up to 
50.000 won this year. 

For the loan increase, the govern¬ 
ment has secured a fund of 6.000 
million won. about twice that of last 
year amounting to 3.100 million won. 
according to ministry sources 



Gymnasium tp start aff-out drive 
designed to extend the movement 
to diies. 


An oceangoing chemical carrier, 
the first of its kind built in Korea, 
was christened the "Stott Seoul" 
at the shipyard of Korea 
Shipbuilding and Engineering Corp 
(KSEC) this week The 32.000- ton 
class carrier is the first of six modern 
parcel tankers to be built by the 
shipyard for Far Easter Marine 
Transport Co in Seoul . But this 
local firm has signed a contract with 
Parcel Tankers Inc of Norway for 
chartering the ship to it for 15 years 
The six chemical carries are 
designed to transport such 
chemicals as acetic anhyride. ally 
alcohol, aceton cyanohydrin and 
phenoihn They are to be delivered 
to the local shipping firm over a 
period of two years before they are 
based to the Norwegian shipping 
firm 



The government has also lowered 
the interest rate for the loan of school 
costs for the civil servants families from 
9 per cent to 8.4 per cent annually. 

Linder the subsidy increase, more 
than 40,000 government officials, who 
have their children in schools, will 
receive the benefits, the sources ex¬ 
plained. 

They said that the civil servants as 
well as the annuitants, who have their 
children in state run and private-run 
colleges, will be eligible to govern¬ 
ment subsidies of up to 220.000 won 
and 450.000 won, respectively 

Musical Instruments 

Exports of various musical instru¬ 
ments are expected to reach $40 
million this year The Koreart Musical 
Instruments Industry Cooperative re¬ 
ports that exports of musical instru¬ 
ments amounted to $29,200,000 last 
year, an impressive increase of 47 per 
cent over the preceding year. The 
cooperative believes that demand for 
Korean made guitars and pianos will 
continue to show tangible increases 
this year as in last year. 

It projects that exports of two major 


items, guitars and pianos, will reach 
$23 million and $12 million, res¬ 
pectively. this year Exports of Korean 
made pianos had been sluggish until 
1976 but registered a 100 per cent 
increase last year by tallying 
$8,300,000 

Private Sales Missions 

Ten private trade missions will be 
dispatched to some 40 countries be¬ 
tween March and September to pro¬ 
mote sales of Korean export merchan¬ 
dise The Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry, which is supporting the 
private sales promotion tour scheme, 
said the private salesmen teams will be 
encouraged to cultivate new markets 
for Korean products 

Industrial manufacturers who will 
be asked to join in the proposed sales 
promotion tour will be those who are 
engaged in the production of electro¬ 
nics. machinery, chemicals, construc¬ 
tion materials, fiber, iron and steel 
products, automotive parts, footwear, 
metallic products, farming implements, 
household furniture, plywood, leather, 
sporting goods, and industrial art 
goods. 




The History and 
Advancement 
of Science 
and Technology 

in Korea 





Kim - 


' ■V"' C 


im 

. 3 > ,- 


■ ,Mf.e r 


•v / ,4 , v jR'.jwuKc*'. < % H 

'• f, > * *1* / :. ' ; "5S#i3 




s :.y«*.vi^ ' - “' 



* v> ■ ,• \v ■' 


,m■. 


• 7 -. : 


.vyv 





The beautiful, lush and enchanting 
landscape of Korea is surely deceptive to 
many It is difficult for many foreigners to 
even conjure that this Hermit Kingdom 
has a very ancient history of science and 
technology which in modern "times have 
caught up with big industrial nations. 

The earliest evidence of technology can 
be traced to the third and fourth century 
B C. when Iron technology came to Korea 
from China which quickly replaced bronze 
for both weapons and tools 

In the initial stages the Chinese influ¬ 
ence was rather predominant and under 
such Chinese influences more so in 
astrology that successive Korean King¬ 
doms began to evince curiosity about the 
phenomenon of the solar system and the 
universe. These astronomical concepts, 
alongwith the development of agriculture 
—contributed to the development of 
astronomy and metereology. At first, 
Korean astronomy developed as a branch 
of Chinese astronomy but, since Chinese 
astronomy after the Han dynasty stressed 
on calendrical studies-Korean astronomy 
proceeded along similar lines, based on 
the Chinese calender. However scientific 


Above: Scientific researches are 
essential in the development of modern 
technology. Here we see scientists are 
working in a research laboratory. 

Left Inside view df a vast workshop of 
an engineering factory. 

Right: Modem packing facilities have 
eased the handling problems , Here we 
see an automatic sealing plant of an 
Injection factory 


methods of astronomical and weather 
observations and data processing unique 
to Korea were developed during this 
period 

The Wonder of three Kingdoms: The 

technological developments during the 
three Kingdoms era (57 B C 676 AD) 
are exemplified in the construction of the 
Chomsong-dae observatory, the 
Sokkuram cave Temple of Silla (57 B C 
-935 A D). the beautiful metalwork and 
bronze bells as well as the recently found 
oldest surviving printed scroll of the 

Korea is also manufacturing sophisticated 
towards a self supporting economy. 


Dharani scripture. The Chomsong-dae 
observatory is amongst the oldest in East 
Asia as also the astronomical obser¬ 
vation center of Silla. which served as the 
standard of the meridian. 

The highly creative technique of the 
Silla artisans is revealed in a Buddhist 
bell of superb beauty. The bell combining 
the functions of the traditional chung 
and to bell of China, was an original 
device of Silla. The bell is ample evidence 
of the unique scientific skill and inno¬ 
vativeness of the Silla artisans 

mechmeries and is fast progressing 




The excellence of Silla technology can 
also be assessed from another remarkable 
invention This was their printing tech 
nique. The printed scroll of the Dharani 
scripture which was found in a pagoda of 
the Pulguk Sa temple in 1966-was found 
to be printed in wood block, possibly be¬ 
tween 704 and 751 A D Since it proved 
to be the oldest evidence of wood block 
printing known it can be safely assumed 
that Korea was the first inventor of wood 
block printing 

In the field of Medical science also 
Korea has unique distinctions. Evidence 
lies in an 18 volume herb prescription 
called Hyangyak Chipsonbang or great 
collection of Korean prescriptions which 
was published in 1433. This collection 
presented for the first time a systematic 
study of Yi dynasty medical science on a 
thoroughly academic grounding. 

Further, it would be interesting to know 
that Korean's first invented rain gauges 
and water marks in the reign of King 
Sejong of the Yi dynasty. 

The Korean scientific tradition which 
reaches its apex during the days of King 
Sejong remained at a standstill until the 
17th century when western science and 
technology—which offered a new pros- 
spect and orientation were introduced. 
Western Influence: The first western 
work to reach Korea was a map of Europe 
by Matteo Ricci s which was brought by 









It was only after the liberation of 
Korea and after the termination of the 
second world war that modern science 
and technology really made its presence 
felt whose happy results can be seen all 
over Korea today 

Investments in science and technology 
have markedly increased over the years 
The Republic of Korea made systematic 
efforts for the development of science and 
technology by a realignment of policy 
making mechanisms and administrative 
machinery. The inauguration in 1967 of 
the Ministry of Science and Technology 







a system of examinations and certificates- 
regularizes the professional status of 
engineers and technicians. 

In pushing ahead with its research and 
development programmes, carrying out 
administrative duties, and executing scie¬ 
nce and technology policies, the Ministry 
has under it s control the Central Meteor¬ 
ological Office the National Science 
Museum and the National Astronomical 
Observatory In addition the Ministry has 
six other agencies all working towards 
the betterment of science. 

What better evidence can one have of 






Above Contribution of women workers 
is of no iess importance. Here is a inside 
w tew of a feather garments factory 
Right ■ Latest experiment equipment and 
facilities are installed m natural science 
departments. 

Yi-Kwang Chong in 1603. In 1630 the 
Korean envoy to China. Chung Tu-won 
became acquainted with Johannes Rodri¬ 
guez, an Italian priest in Peking. Rodrigez 
presented Chong with books on astrology, 
the calender, geography, and also a tele¬ 
scope. an alarm clock, and a cannon-all 
of which were presented to the King upon 
Chong's return 

Till however the late 19th century there 
was more penetration of western religion 
than science The first reaction among 
confucian scholars was to identify Catho¬ 
licism with western technology, but they 
soon became a ware of the utility of 
western technology and came to regard 
religion as different from technology, 
which resulted in Korean scholars re¬ 
jecting western religion but learning 
voraciously western technology 

In 1876 Korea discarded her isolation 
and began to go out into the world which 
gave a tremendous boost to the develop¬ 
ment of her modem science and techno¬ 
logy. 'But all these were to receive set¬ 
backs in the 20th century due to Japanese 
occupation and oppression. 


(M.O S T) perhaps the first in any deve¬ 
loping country, cleared the way for 
realignment 

Aggressive Zeal: This reflected the 
nation's aggressive zeal for the develop¬ 
ment of science and technology and to 
provide policy leadership, a series of 
fundamental laws are playing a major part 
in the implementation of scientific and 
technological development plans. 

First there is the Technical Develop¬ 
ment Encouragement Law wfwch supports 
private and public corporate enterprises 
through tax privileges and other incenti¬ 
ves. Then we have the Engineering 
Services Promotion Lew which ensures 
opportunity and equality performance for 
professional engineers. Lastly, the natio¬ 
nal Technical Qualification which through 


the advance of Korean science and 
technology than the basic fact that it has 
exceeded the 10 billion dollar target in 
exports much before thescheduled period 
Only such Mpid development in 
modern science and technology can 
cause such miracles In fact the term 
"Economic Miracle" which is voiced all 
over is the direct result of the immense 
strides Korea has made in this field. 

Thus, we see how it has been able to 
maintain its tradition and traditional 
science and also accept modern science 
when it came The main motive as all 
agree is the scientific brain or the aptitude 
behind it all. The Koreans have always 
been innovative —always eager to carve 
out new forms and ideas. 





























































Award for Korean Painting 

Korea in Indian 
Triennale 


& Shutting" Black on Black White on 
White. Black thread on black canvas and 
white thread on white canvas One could 
speak of these paintings with spiritual 
connotations or Tantrik terminology. But 


By DHARMA RATNAM * 

Photographs Prabjit Smgh 

The twenty eight paintings presented by 
Korea are thematically gathered but for 
one or two exception, by their Commis¬ 
sioner Se-Ok Suh. Stylistically they 
could be categorised as minimal, op, 
cyborg, surfacial or even Tantrik The 
collection as a whole still bear an identity 
to their "Land of morning calm" 

The water colours by Doo-Sik Rhee "The 
Origin of Life" are construction of biotic 
forms of germinal flesh set in a vast 
expanse of cosmos They are charged 
with strong sensual sensitivity, silently 
throbing vibrations tempting the urge 
for creation. These "Origins of Life" are 


paying homage to glory of life. The brush¬ 
ing do enhance the intended feel 

Ku Lim Kim has two raw canvases "Still 
Life" A & B The basics are simple parts of 
architectural plans with a road roller in 
the foreground of one and bottles and 
tumbler in the horizon of the other with 
some patchy doodlinq of direct paint 
tubes The graphic quality of lines and 
painterly quality of doodling elevate 
these canvases to the level of painting 

Hong Seok Kim wins one of the six 
awards of Rs. 20.000.00 and the gold 
medal for his paired canvases "Opening 


Award winning painting by Hong Seok Kim is titled Opening and Shuting 


i&m 






w 

^ 'V 










v;*>*l£** 













the fact remains that Hong Seok has 
shown an angle of aesthetic experience of 
an ordinary. 



Water colour by Doo Sik Rhee titled 
the origin of life. 



' Product ’ by Jong Kim painted with match on canvas 


'Traces" white on white reduces its own 
existence by being small and least 
eloquent There are two more minimalists 
Seong-Hiy Shin and Jong-IL Kim. 

Special mention is to be made of two 
very fine works by Jong-Gum Kim titled 
Product-Match on Canvas. Here the 
match imply the burning of match stick on 
the canvas like Jeram Patels' (INDIA) 
blowtorch on wood. In one canvas the 
match stick is held close leaving a burnt 
mark on the canvas and in the other the 
match stick is held a bit away allowing the 
flame and the smoke to leave their 
impressions. These works are much 
detached from the accepted symbols of 
beauty. May be all these over patterns 
could be exploited by textile designers. 


* The author is a well known painter and 
sculptor. He has widely traveled abroad 
and has held many exhibitions in India 
and abroad He won National Award in 
1972. He has also participated in This 
Triennale Presently he is Exhibition 
Officer df Lath Kale Academy New Delhi. 


Tae-Hyn Lee's OP works. Se-Duk Lee's 
Fabulous Periods and hard edges of 
Seung Wn Suh do not fit into the total 
ensemble of Korean presentation though 
they are good in their own standing. 

There are two excellent paintings in 
acrylic by Borg Real Lee. The process is 
with some water resist undercoat. They 
are significant with an extensive textural 
quality and tonal distribution. Espace 
75-3 is more successful for its varying 
depths on planes while Espace 74-1 is a 
silent poetic whispering. 

Hyung-Gun Yun's oils on linen are pure 


experiments in achieving tonal values in 
monochrome The spread of oil beyond 
the pigment part is exploited to advan¬ 
tage Out of the two works. Umbler-Blue 
77 has an undefined horizon which is a 
strong point here. 

The most silent in the Section that cannot 
be ignored are two works by Jang-Nyun 
Park Oil on hempcloth. Very competently 
executed drapery effect with see through 
effect adges merging into the surface and 
vanishing at the same time with its 
subdued tones and limpid harmony. 





Korea - The Land 
of Religious 
Harmony 


Korea is one of the rare countries in the 
world where every religion is practised 
and where no particular religion is given 
special treatment, all are equal in the eyes 
of the law. This has helped bind the nation 
culturally inspite of many religions. The 
main religions of Korea are Confucianism. 
Buddhism. Christianity and now also 
Islam. 

To start with Confucianism, one can 
say that there is no early record of 
Confucianism It is presumed that Chinese 
culture including Confucianism must 
have been brought to Koree by the 




Chinese over a period of time. According 
to some history books Confucianism 
began to be introduced to Korea on a large 
scale in the 2nd century B.C. when China 
set up four countries in the northwestern 
region of the Korean peninsula. 



Above: Buddhism is one df the main 
religion in Korea. Thousand buddhas of 
Jikji-sa temple. 


Left Number of churches may be found 
across the country. In Korea freedom of 
religion is practised. 
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Confucianism has traditionally been 
regarded as a system of philosophy or the 
source of knowledge. Officials studied 
Confucianism to gain knowledge of 
Government After Silla established a 
single kingdom, Confucianism played a 
great part in enlightening the people, who 
enjoyed stability following unification. 

It was during the period of the Koryo 
Kingdom that Buddhism was adopted 
as the state religion. The new Kingdom, 
however did not discourage the study 
of Confucianism nor did it persecute 
Confucians. Both the religions developed 
and flourished side by side. 

The most unique feature of that period 
and sometime after was the propagation 
of the Dangun, a mythical divine being, 
who is said to have descended from 
heaven to establish the Korean nation on 





Right above' Muslims in Korea have 
their full religious freedom. They pray 
towards Mecca five times a day. 


V* \ 




October 3. 2333 B.C. Historians call this 
period ancient Chosun. The legend has it 
that Dangun promulgated a law of more 
than 360 articles governing the peoples 
living, sickness, hardship, punishment 


and good and evil. There are shrines exist¬ 
ing even today dedicated to Dangun. In 
Korea today there is a strong movement 
today to turn back to the ideals of Dangun. 

(Continued to page 30) 


Right: A-ak performance helps create 
solemn atmosphere during memorial 
service honoring Confucious. 




Tales from the three Kingdoms 

Nohil Poodeuk and Tal Tal Pak-Pak 


Paegwol san or the White-Moon 
Mountain rises on the north of Kusa 
County of Silla Thousands of grotesque 
peaks soar into the sky in a never ending 
undulating ridge of the mountain range 
overlooking Ten Thousand deep ravines 
along several hundred //. making it a 
veritable fairyland 

Hoary mountain dwellers say that long 
long ago the Tang emperor carved a lotus 
pond in the valley, with a Lion-Rock in 
the middle, and under the moon light 
the majestic rock cast its shadow over 
the glimmering wavelets that reflected 
the dancing flowers of the hills all around 

The T'ang emperor commanded a 
painter to draw a picture of the mountain 
and the pond and he dispatched an envoy 
to compare the picture with the real 
landscape of renowned grandeur and 
beauty The envoy visited Silla and looked 
round at the wonderful mountain where 
he found the lotus pond and the Lion- 
Rock with a three-peaked hill called 
Hwasan (Flower Mountain) nearby, just 
as they were drawn in the picture 

But as he was unable to judge the truth 
in the picture, he hung one of his shoes on 
the Lion-Rock and returned to his home 
country to report on his adventure in Silla 
The shadow of the T'ang envoy's shoe 
was also reflected on the pond in the full- 
moon. so the T'ang emperor called it the 
White-Moon Mountain. Strange to say. 
the shadows were all gone from the pond 
ever afterwards 

Approximately three thousand paces 
southeast of this mountain there was a 
quiet village called Sunchun-chon 
(Village of Fairy Stream), inhabited by 
two men Nohil Poodeuk and Tal-Tal 
Pak-pak, who possessed uncommon 
physical beauty and had deep thoughts 
on life. At the age of twenty both of them 
became monks, shaving their heads and 
living with their wives at two temples 
close to each other, working their farms 
by day and worshipping Buddha by night 
Food was plentiful and married love was 
overflowing with joy and their sweet 
homes were like paradises on earth, but 
they thought the earthly pleasures not 
half so good as the joy in the lotus pond in 
heaven where he could chant the call of 
everlasting life with a thousand of 
Buddhas, and could play with parrots and 
peacocks. 


The two men left their homes and 
wives behind in the mundane world and 
hid themselves in a deep valley. After 
their long journey they fell fast asleep 
The dying moon in the west flooded their 
faces with its brilliant white rays and in its 
beaming light a golden arm descended 
from heaven and smoothed the foreheads 
of the sleeping monks. In great astonish¬ 
ment they awoke and told each other of 
their dreams. When the dreams were 
found to be exactly the same, they were 
exceedingly delighted and entered a 
deeper valley called 'Mudeung-gok' in 
the White-Moon Mountain Pak-Pak 
built an eight-foot-square one-room log 
cabin by the Lion-Rock under the 
northern peak, for his residence of wor¬ 
ship, and Poodeuk made his cloister in a 
rocky cell under the easter peak 
Poodeuk worshipped Maitreya and Pak- 
Pak devoted his heart and soul to 
Kwannon, the goddess of mercy. 

Three years passed and. in the eighth 
year of King Sungduk. on the Buddha's 
Birthday (Eighth Day of the Fourth 
Month), a young woman of twenty came 
to the cloister of Pak-Pak. She was not 
only graceful with elegant beauty but 
fragrant with the scents of rock-orchid 
and musk-deer that emanated from her 
body in the twilight breeze. 

Woman “ Where the traveler goes the 
sun sets too soon . 

A thousand mountains are 

veiled in the evening mist: 

The way is long and the city is 
far— 

f wish to rest my weary feet 
under your celt , 

O, merciful monk, be kind and 
do not chide me!' 

She sang this song In a beautiful voice, 
which almost melted the lonely heart of 
the monk in long celibacy. 

Pak-Pak. "A Buddhist temple . targe or 
small. 

Should be kept clean, and 
you are not 

Qualified to enter my cell. 

Go away without delay lest 
your 

rosy flesh tempt my flushing 
passion 

The woman blushed with shame and 
bent her steps towards the cell of the 
other monk and sang her song again. 


Poodeuk "My beautiful lady, where are 
you from on this night so deep?" 
Woman: "Under the clear sapphire sky I 
come and go as I please. I heard your 
wish and I admired your high moral 
conduct so I am here to help you 
become a Bodhisattva. Listen to my 
song 

"The sun is down and a 
thousand mountains are dark. 

As / go and go my lone heart 
knows no bound. 

Where the pine bamboo deepens 
greener shadow /n the valley. 
The blue water sings with afresh tune 
The weary traveler asks for a night's 
hospitality 

Not because she is gone astray 
But because she wants to lead you to 
a noble path — 

Listen to my request, but do not ask 
me who / am." 

Poodeuk (Surprised)- "This is a holy place 
that cannot be defiled by women. But 
to comply with the request of myriad 
creatures is one of the commandments 
of Buddha, much more the appeal of a 
woman who seeks an asylum in this 
remote valley. Come in. You can rest in 
my cell though it is bare and humble for 
a noble lady like you " 

The woman entered the cell and the 
monk lowered the wick of the burning 
candle in the niche and chanted his 
Buddhist prayer without stopping a 
moment, to keep out all temptations of 
the pretty woman from his clean mind. 

At midnight the woman called the 
monk 

Woman ■ "I am sorry but I am going to 
deliver a baby unexpectedly and un¬ 
fortunately in your presence tonight. 
Kindly bring a straw mat for me." 
Poodeuk "Women are most pitiful when 
giving birth. Let me r^jse the wick of 
the flickering candle before I do as you 
ask A-a-ah. the baby is already born. 

I hear its loud cry." 

Woman: "Yes. the baby is born, earlier 
than I expected. Now please bring me 
a tubful of hot water, so I can bathe 
myself and the baby." 

Poodeuk was ashamed to see the 
naked body of a woman and trembled 
from head to foot but he took pity on her 
and having brought a tubful of hot water 



gave her a good bath by seating her in the 
middle of the tub and washing her milk- 
white body with his trembling hands. He 
stood astonished when he saw that the 
tub was filled with the sweet scent of 
perfume and that the water was changed 
into a golden liquid. 

Poodeuk "Ah wonder of wonders!" 
Woman: "You, too, take a bath in this 
water." 

The monk was even more ashamed to 
bare his body before a woman, but he 
obeyed. While bathing he felt that his 
mind was enobled with a fresh spirit, his 
skin was turning to gold and the bath tub 
turned into a lotus pedestal 
Poodeuk "Ah, wonderful sight 1 " 

Woman. "Dear monk, be seated on this 
lotus pedestal. I am Kwannon-Bodhi- 
sattva Goddess of Mercy, and I have 
come to help you become a great 
Bodhisattva yourself." 

Saying these words the woman dis¬ 
appeared in the twinkling of an eye On 
the following morning Pak-Pak thought 
that Poodeuk had surely broken the 
Commandment of Buddha and enjoyed 


the woman during the night so he called 
on his fellow-monk to deride him. To his 
great astonishment his friend was seated 
on a lotus pedestal as Maitreya Buddha, 
radiating brilliant rays from his golden 
image. 

Pak-Pak (bowing) "Who has made you a 
Bodhisattva?" 

Poodeuk’ "A beautiful woman. She 
wanted to rest in my cell, so I suffered 
her to come in; She wanted to take a 
bath after childbirth, so I gave her a 
hot bath, she wanted me to take a bath 
in the same bathtub and in the same 
golden water, so I did, and then I 
became a golden Buddha. When she 
was leaving, she said that she was 
the Goddess of Mercy Because I 
showed her mercy, she returned my 
kindness by making me an image of 
mercy " 

Pak-Pak (sighing) You are not Only a 
kind-hearted man but a strong-hearted 
man indeed As for me, I was too weak 
to resist the temptation of her 
charming beauty, so I turned her out 
for fear of falling in love with her and 


going to hell instead to paradise. My 
inhumane treatment of a fellow-human 
creature has caused me to lose the 
golden opportunity of becoming a god 
of mercy " 

Poodeuk■ "Don't be so sad, There is some 
golden water left in the bathtub, so you 
too can take a bath." 

Pak-Pak took bath in the aromatic 
golden water and no sooner had he 
emerged from the bathtub than he was 
transformed into another Maiterya and 
stood face to face with his friend. The 
villagers flocked before the twin-images 
and looked on them with wondering eyes. 

The two gods of mercy opened their 
mouths, giving sermons with golden 
sayings, then flew up to heaven riding 
their chariots above the clouds. 

In the first year of Kyongduk-wang or 
in the fourteenth year of Tienpao of T'ang 
Ming-wang. the King of Silla heard this 
wonderful story and he had a large 
temple created on the dramatic scene and 
called it the South Temple of the White- 
Moon Mountain 


Mass Media 

in Korea 


in the spread of new ideas and 
technology. 

Alien influences flooded in and foreign 
cultures penetrated Korean soil. It was 
quite understandable that Korea needed 
some kind of communication medium 
in order to assimilate the heterogeneous 
foreign cultures into her indigenous own 


When talking about the history and 
development of Mass Communications 
in Korea we have to start with the News¬ 
paper, which is the oldest form of mass 
media, anywhere 

The birth of Korean journalism can be 
traced to a news sheet called Kibyoljt 
which was published in 692 A D The 
next venture m this field was when the 
royal court issued the Chobo (Court 
Gazette) in 1 392 in order to communicate 
to the people such state information 
as court resolutions, imperial edicts and 
appointments find transfers of Govern- 
rnent officials 

However, the newspapers as we know 
them today did not appear in Korea until 
after the middle of the 19th century 
The 19th century is regarded by many as 
the most significant period in Korea s 
history During this period Korea shed 
her isolation and came in touch with the 
modern, advanced world which resulted 

Right Korean TV network is a well 
organised mats commune anon media 
It has got many channels and modern 
equipments at their service 
Below KBS-the radio network of the 
state Here we see a control centre on 
the studio 




F-inally. a group of progressive reformers 
began publication of the Hansung Sun 
bom in 1883, the first Korean newspaper 
m the modern sense, with the intention of 
enlightening the people. This paper was 
an organ of the Haehwa-dang (Progres¬ 
sive Party) one of the two political 
factions then existing in Korea. 

First Paper: It was in 1896 that a truly 
modern newspaper made its debut The 
nations first modern tri-weekly run news¬ 
paper, the Tongnip Shinmun (The Inde¬ 
pendent) came out under the Editorship 
of Dr So Cheap'il (Philip Jaisohn). Dr So 
was formerly a member of the pro- 
Japanese group which had attempted a 
coup against the unpopular pro-Chinese 
monarchy of the time. 

In 1898. the Maeil Shinmum, the 
nation s first daily newspaper, appeared. 
Like the Tongnip Shinmun, the news¬ 
paper was published by a few young 
intellectuals and devoted itself mainly 
to enhancing the nations civilization 
and independence. 

During this period the newspapers had 
to fight against Japanese oppression and 


under these trying circumstances the 
Daehan MaeiI Shinbo was born in 
y 1904.1 n order to avoid press suppression, 
the newspaper appointed Ernest 
T. Beth ell. special correspondent of the 
London Daily News in Seoul as President 
Publisher of the paper and continued it's 
resistance against Japanese military do¬ 
mination. 

The first dark age of Korean journalism 
was the period between 1910 to 1920. 
No newspapers were allowed to be 
published except those which were the 
organs of the Japanese government. 
However, Korean independence fighters 




A performance is being recorded at a recording centre. 


continued to publish the Kongnip Shin- 
mun and Shinhan Minpo in San Francis¬ 
co, the Sisa Shinbo and Kukminbo in 
Honululu and the Daedong Kongbo 
Haeche Shinmum in Russia. 

To write in detail it would need taking 
up too much space, since the history of 
journalism in Korea is very long and 
interesting. Suffice it to say it has grown 
over the decades and today it is a 
flourishing and Jbealthy profession. At 
present there ere 30 daily newspapers 
in Korea The total breaks down to 21 
general papers, four financial and econo¬ 


mic papers, two English language papers, 
one sports paper and one Chinese 
language paper 
Newspapers Today 

The national papers are the Dong-A 
ftbo. Chosun i/bo. Hankook //bo. Joong- 
ang Hba Seoul Shinmum, Kyunghyang 
Shinmum,, and Shin-A Ubo. The two 
English language dailies are the Korea 
Herald and the Korea Times. Hancheng 
jihpao, is the sole Chinese language paper. 

Next we come to news agencies. With 
the national liberation in 1945, the 
first Korean News agency, the Haebang 


One of the rare photos of Korean 
journalism. Korean Subeditors in old 
days working in a newspaper office. 

Tongshin or liberation press was es¬ 
tablished by Korean staff members of the 
Domei News Agency, previously run 
by Japanese rulers. On September 4. 
the Chosun Tongshin or Korea Press 
was organised. The braches of the 
Domei News Agency in Seoul and 
Pusan were reorganised into the Kukje 
Tongshibn or international press and 
the Yeonhap Tongshin merged to become 
the Hapdong Tongshin the present 
Hapdong News Agency, which enjoys 
the largest unbroken history in Korea. 

Today, there are two major news 
agencies in Korea, the Hapdong news 
agency and the Orient press, each with 
nationwide distribution. Apart from these 
two Korea has four news agencies 
specialising in economic, financial and 
trade news. They are Sisa news agency. 
Economic news agency. Trade News 
service and Sanop News Agency 
Radio Er T.V. 

Next we come to Radio and Television. 
Radio broadcasting started in Korea m 
1927 when the Japanese rulers estab¬ 
lished a radio station in Seoul after two 
years of experimental broadcasting. 

There is today a total of 54 Radio 
stations including five F.M stations and 
34 relay stations in Korea. KBS has the 
largest network with 17 local stations 
and 34 relay stations The Munhwa 
Broadcasting company MBC has the 
largest commercial broadcasting network 
with the key station in Seoul and 19 
affiliated provincial stations, followed 
by the Christian Broadcasting service, 
with five. 

Television Broadcasting in Korea began 
in 1956 with the opening of a privately 
owned and comercialiy operated tele¬ 
vision station in Seoul. 

On December 31, 1961 the official 
KBS TV was set up by the Government 
in Seoul as the first fufl scale Television 
center in Korea. # 


An Ancient Korean Art 

—Calligraphy 



Calligraphy is an an by itself. The free movement of the brush strokes make • 

writings more flowing and painting tike. In Korea special stress is given on 
traditional calligraphy. 


Calligraphy, the art of brush writing, abstract painting The history of Korean calligraphy is as 

is a definite art form in Korea, as it is in Historically, calligraphy flourished old as the introducation of Chinese 

China and Japan, Calligraphy in Korea most during the Yi dynasty, as Confucian- characters themselves, even though the 

has exerted a strong influence on social ism became the philosophy of the state. exact dan it as yet undetermined. One 

and cultural life, and even today it is Confucian learning became the driving of the oldest inscriptions In Korea, oh a 

respected as an art Especially in recent force in the development of Vi dynasty tombstones is thet of King Kwangseto in 

years, it has even received^ unexpected arts, just as Buddhism nurtured Koryo T’ung-kou. Koguryo's capital city in 

boost through the stimulus of modern dynasty arts. south Manchpria, which Was built in the 






fifth century A.0 

The antique And simple style of the 
inscription is a flood illustration of ancient 
KoguryO calligraphy. 

Paekche. another of the Three King¬ 
doms. left to posterity one of the most 
significant inscriptions in the history of 
Oriental calligraphy. The inscription is 
carved on the Sataakchi jok Monument. 
Written in the style of the Chinese Six 
Dynasties, it's solemnity, correctness, and 
elegance, are as fine as any inscription 
in contemporary China. 

Clear and Simple 

Among Silla's remaining inscriptions, 
the four hunting monuments of King 
Chinhung (540-576 AD.), written in 
Hae Characters of the Six Dynasties, are 
notable for their clear and simple style. 

There are three basic styles of writing, 
Hae, Haeng, and Cho. Hae is the 
square (print) style, Cho is cursive 
writing (also known as running grass), 
and Haeng is semicursive. In addition, 
there are two fancy print styles—C/?on 
(Chuan in Chinese) and Ye (Li in 
Chinese). 

Another inscription on the tombstone 
of King Taejong Muyol. comes from 
Unified Silla, but the main par? has been 
lost and there remains only a tortoise 
shaped pedestal and capstone, which 
bears eight characters identifying the 
monument. 

Generally observed. Korean calligraphy 
has been affected by the respective 
contemporary Chinese writing styles. 
In the Unified Silla period, the Haeng style 
took after that of Wang Hsi-chih of 
China, and the Hae style was influenced 
by the three masters of T'ang China, 
namely. Ou Yang-hsua Yu Shin-nan, 
and Chu Suiliang. The Buddhist scripture 
Hwaom Sutra, engraved on stone at the 
beginning of the Unified Silla period, is an 
outstanding example of the Ou style. 

Ch'oe Ch'i-won. a famous scholar of 
the Silla dynasty, was also noted for his 
excellent calligraphy as evinced in the 
inscription done in his hand on the monu¬ 
ment of High Priest Chingam. The writing 
is a dignified, powerful example of the 
Ou style of Hae. Another great calli¬ 
grapher was Kim Saeng, who was as 
celebrated in Silla as Wang Hsi-chih was 
in China. 

The Koryo dynasty inherited from Silla 
the Ou-style Hae writing and the Wang- 
style Haeng. The calligraphers of Koryo 
produced many distinguished works, 
especially during the earlier period of the 
dynasty.: 

Mfhy h^lble calligraphers appeared 
in tbieari&dAyiof Koryo. ThelnscHpripn 
on the tombstone of High Priest China* 

juriji4$ Chenfl So-yol is one of the most 

: - '■ '■ * - 


correct graceful and yet powerful among 
tombitone inscriptions; 

Nobler titan Fainting: Calligraphy was 
a distinct and dfstinguiahad form of art in 
the Yi dynasty. As an art it was regarded 
as nobler than painting, since calligraphy 
was part and parcel of scholarly learning 

Yi Yong (1418-1463, Prince Anp 
yong) had a great talent for writing and 
a few of his priceless works remain with 
us today. 

Kim Ku (1488-1534) was another 
great calligrapher of early Yi dynasty 
days. He studied the styles of the great 
Chinese Calligrapher Wang Hsi-Chih and 
others, and created his own style, which 
is still admired for its forceful strokes. 
This style is called the insu style, after his 
home village. His calligraphy still remains 
on an old Yi dynasty epitaph at Yesan, 
South Chungchong Province. 

Yang Sa-on (1517-1684) is another 
of the important names in the history 
of Yi dynasty calligraphy. His calli¬ 
graphy is unique, almost reaching the 
level of the master calligrapher of T'ang 
China, Yen Chen-ching (709—840). In the 
writing of large characters he was second 
to none. There is one story about his 
beautiful execution of large characters: 
He once wrote on a piece of paper a large 
Chinese character meaning "to fly" and 
hung it on the wall of his room. One day 
the piece of paper suddenly began to 
float around the room for no apparent 
reason, and then disappeared altogether. 

It was later learned that Yang had died 
on that very day. Today we can appreciate 
his magnificent style on the stone 
inscription at Wolchong-sa Temple near 
Mt. Odae. Kangwon Province. 

There was also Han Ho (1543-1605). 
who is considered the greatest calli¬ 
grapher not only of his own time but 
also of the whole Yi dynasty era and 
whose writing has often been compared 
to that of *Wang Hsi-chih and Yen chen- 
ching. He has a good hand for both the 
square and the semicursive styles. Kim - 
chong-hui. the famous scholar-calligra¬ 
pher, praised him saying: "Han Ho 
understands the touch of Chao Tzu-ang's 
writing as well as classical writing. While 
his hand shows dignity, it also presents 
plainness. I cannot discuss his writing 
with those who do not understand it." 
Today we can see his writing on many 
tombstones and monuments dating from 
the middle of the Yi dynasty era. 

Yun Son, mentioned above, was a 
great name in 18th century -Yi calli¬ 
graphy. He executed works of great 
refinement. He studied the style of the 
Chinese artists and at the same time 

(Continued to page 30) 





The Korean people love dances 
and songs. In the past music in 
Korea was very much connected 
with dance. At the behest of 
President Park Chung Hee the 
government has initiatad a 
series of cultural promotion pro- 
grammes aimed at further deve¬ 
lopment of traditional folk arts 
and at their dissimination among 
people. Korean folk dances re¬ 
tain local colour richly. Many 
types of dances such as Fan 
dance, mask dance and chariot 
game of Andong is very popular 
among men and women of 
Korea. 




technology. The family life has not been 
much disturbed by western influences, 
mainly due to Korean Culture and the 
attachment of the people to their culture. 
It is only in those nations whose civilisa¬ 
tions were not advanced that alien in¬ 
fluences dominated Both in Korea and 
India foreign influences have not seriously 
touched our wav of life. 


We were particularly impressed by the 
speaker of the Korean National Assembly* 
A dynamic person—who has been the 
Commander In Chief of the Armed Forces. 
Korea's Ambassador to such important 
nations as the USA, France, Turkey etc 
and Foreign Minister of Korea and Prime 
Minister for six years. A very charming 
person indeed. 


(Continued from page 9) 

Indian Speaker visits Korea 

KOREAN NEW8: White in Korea you 
must have come in touch with various 
aspects of Korean Cutture. Don t you feel 
encouraged to see that inspite d modem 
and western influences this is one country 
that has kept its traditions intact What in 
your opinion is the reason for this and 
how do you find it different from other 
countries who had undergone simitar 
cross currents of influence hut have not 
been able to keep intact its own cultural 
identity ?. 

K.8 HEQDE: Korea has kept intact its 
own culture while taking to modern 
methods. The western influences have not 
damaged the real culture of Korea Surely, 
Korea has adopted many western methods 
—but that is mainly in science and 

(Continued from page 21) 

Religion in Korea 

The supporters of the movement place 
great importance on National foundation 
Day. October 3 every year, which is a 
national holiday in Korea 

Next we come to Christianity which 
was first introduced in Korea in 1783. 
when Seunghun Lee. the son of Dong 
tyook Lee, a Korean envoy to the Chinese 
court in Peking brought home with him a 
Bible and a holy statue 

Christian propagation in many coun¬ 
tries was made by Christian missionaries 
In Korea, however, the situation was 
different Korean Christians studied the 
Bibie for themselves and spread their 
religion to fellow Koreans. Early Korean 
Christians present a unique case in the 
history of Christian propagation. 

The first hundred years of Christianity 
in Korea was one of persecution. Despite 
such persecution the number of Christians 

(Continued from page 27) 

Calligraphy 

developed his own writing which is so 
characteristic that every single stroke 
is identifiable. 

New Ere: Yi Kwang-sa learned calligra- 
phyfrom Yun Son and also studied various 
styles of Chinese writing by himself and 
excelled in all styles of calligraphy. In his 
days, together with Kim Chong-hui. Yi 
dynasty calligraphy reached its second 
peak more than 200 years after Han Ho 
Kim went to Peking when he was 24 years 
old and during his stay in China, he studied 
the core of Chinese calligraphy. Kim 
Chong*hui opened a^new era for Korean 
calligraphy with his excellent works in 


KOREAN NEWS:/ am sute our readers 
would be delighted to know your opinion 
as an able Parliamentarian something 
about the Parliament in Korea 7 
K.S HEQDE: When we went to Korea its 
Parliament was not in session but we met 
many Parliamentarians We had long 
discussions with them and were very 
impressed with their knowledge Many 
of them, particularly the Presidents of 
various committees are highly qualified 
men. 

grew steadily, and the Pope sent in 
priests in all possible disguises It is 
estimated that m 1863 there were 20,000 
Christians in Korea. 

In 1882, the Yi court concluded an 
agreement of friendship and trade with 
the U S A The hermit kingdom of Korea 
began to be opened up and Christians 
were at last given freedom to worship and 
spread the teaching of their religion 
Persecution finally ended. Catholic priests 
were followed by protestant missionaries 
of all denominations. 

Buddhism was first introduced into 
Korea in 372 A D.. the seventeenth 
year of the reign of king Sosurim of 
Koguryo. Buddhism was made the state 
religion in all three kingdoms, and a 
great number of temples. Buddhist sta¬ 
tues. and pagodas were built. Buddhist 
inspired art works of the three kingdoms 
are still loved and admired today 

Lastly, we come to Islam. It was first 
brought to Korea by the Turkish troops 

the square, semicursive. Ye (li) and 
Chon (Chuan) styles that reflect his 
strong character as well as refinement. 

Now we come to modern Korean 
calligraphy There are three generations 
and types of calligraphers in Korea today. 
The first group is that of the old calli- 
calligraphers 70 to 80 years old, such as 
Kim Yong-jin and Yi Pyong-hui. 

The second is a group of calligraphers 
in their 60s Typical is Son Chae-hyong. 
who was a disciple of Kim Tong-hui. His 
followers are Kim Ki sung. Chong Han- 
sop, and Cho Su-ho, 

The third is a group of calligraphers 
seeking a sound base for the develop¬ 
ment of Korean calligraphy in the study 
of the classics and Calligraphic theory. 


KOREAN NEWS: Any other opinion 
you have formed which would interest 
our readers ? 

K.S HEQDE: They are a very Hospitable 
people and they seem to have great regard 
for India Every man knows one thing — 
that their principal religion, Buddhism 

came from India via China. This very fact 
makes them respect and like Indians. I 
was very touched by their kindness, 

hospitality and frankness. 

a 

who came to Korea as members of the 

16 nation U N. force to fight in the 

Korean war against North Korea 

The number of Korean Muslims began 
to go up with the years The -Libyan 
Government sent Mohibara Hak Siriki 
brothers as missionaries. There are at 
present 4.000 muslims in Korea. 

It is surprising that there are many ** 
university students and intellectuals 
among the Korean Muslims who include 
494 office workers. 823 university 
students, 63 government employees and 
99 self employed businessmen among 
them Korean Muslims are found in such 
major cities as Seoul. Incheon, Pyeong- 
taek. Daejon. Kyongju and Busan. 

Buddhism and Christianity are influen¬ 
tial in Korea today. In addition there are 
minor religions including the Denri Sect 
of Japanese Buddhism Islam is also 
gaining popularity today. 

a . 

trying to overcome the tendency to place 
too great an emphasis on technique 
Such calligraphers are Pae Kil-gi, Kim 
Chung-hyon. and Pak Pyong-gyu. 

Korean calligraphy suffered a period 
of decline after World War II. but it 
has experienced a renaissance since the 
1960s. and is steadily regaining its old 
pride of place as Korea's most revered art 
form. 

Calligraphy has uniquely appealing 
qualities for Koreans. It is an art form 
requiring so few materials (brush, paper, 
and ink) and demanding so much in 
spiritual attainment. A good calligraphic * 
work must have harmony, refined simpli¬ 
city, and powerful character* Ajl this - 
transcends mere skin and technique, + 


I had a chance to go through your 
Jan 78 issue of the PictoriaL Korean 
News and found the publication 
interesting, informative and extremely 
enjoyable^ 

RAJ/NDER MATH UR 
ADVOCATE 
DELHI 

Korean News indeed throws light 
on the multi-faceted life of the 
Korean people in a well illustrated 
and informative manner and helps 
to bring the people of India and 
Korea nearer. 

T. K. NARAYANAN 
EDITOR. SAMAYA JYOTI. 

MADURAI 

It is very informative and helpful to 
our activities. The colourful photos, 
pictures illustrations, news items 
etc are very helpful to the readers. 

I think this is the best magazine 
published by any Embassy in India. 

SUDHAKAR RAO PEJAVER 
ASST SECRETARY, PLANNING 

FORUM 

AKHIL BHARATI VIDYARTHI 
PARISHAD 
MANGALORE 

^On reading your magazine one gets 
the impression of seeing Korea in real 
rather than in reproductions. The 
accompanying texts are also highly 
informative, in lucid style. I was 
really happy to learn about the glory 
of Silla sculpture. 

A. S. JAGANNATHAN 
INDORE 

I am very impressed with your 
publication, the Korean News. The 
contents in your January. 78 issue 
were really good, more so the 
article on Korea's Nuclear progress. 
It is very useful and interesting for 
those who are interested in the study 
of Korea's nuclear progress. The 
News from Korea column is also very 
interesting. 

V. LAKSHMANAN 
THANJAVUR 

After reading your superbly printed 
and well edited Korean News one 
really gets enlightened. I am sure 
you shall always strive to maintain 
the excellence of your magazine. 

ANIL KUMAR NARANG 
ALLAHABAD 



Your esteemed magazine which is 
one of the best amongst the Em¬ 
bassy journals m India is really a 
superb effort and I feel you should 
have every reason to feel proud. 
RAJENDRA KUMAR AGARWAL 
JOINT SECRETARY 
INDORE PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

INDORE 

I have very carefully gone through 
the January issue of Korean News 
and found it highly informative 
I am really grateful and thankful 
to you for sending this magazine. 
It is a great effort on your part to 
promote mutual understanding and 
further cement the friendly relations 
between the two countries. 

THE PRINCIPAL 
GREENFIELDS PUBLIC SCHOOL 

DELHI 

I find your Korean News very sti¬ 
mulating. The articles are very useful 
It is in my opinion one of the best 
monthly magazines having excellent 
pictures. 

A. S. ARUNACHALAM 
MADRAS 


My congratulations to you for taking 
out such a beautiful and interesting 
publication. I am a regular reader 
of Korean News. Your magazine 
helps one to have a complete and 
clear picture of Korean social, poii* 
tical economic and cultural events. 

S. K. DUTT 

CALCUTTA 


It gave me immense delight to read 
the Korean News. It is really an 
excellent magazine and one of the 
best amongst the Embassy publica¬ 
tions in India. I have very much 
profitted by your magazine 

MR. V. S. BEMA 
MANIPUR 


I am greatly impressed by your 
great magazine. I receive other ma¬ 
gazines from other Embassies but 
reading your magazine has been 
a great experience to me. It’s content 
matter, editing and the layout are 
all excellent. 

ARUP KUMAR CHOUDHURY 
CALCUTTA 


Reading Korean News is an Enjoya¬ 
ble experience. As it contains so 
much of useful information on Korea. 
The articles are very topical and 
refreshing. It is so useful for children 
as also for people from all walks of 
life 

C. ILAMARAN 
MADRAS 


What a useful publication your 
Korean News is. I think it is one of the 
best in India. One never gets tired 
of reading this magazine of yours. 
It is so refreshing and lively. 

T. SHARTHAN RAO 
GANJAM 


Korean News gives me a very clear 
picture of Korea and her advance¬ 
ment towards a well developed 
country. I feel that this magazine 
brings India and Korea more close. * 
KANWAL SONI 
DEFENCE COLONY 
NEW DELHI. 
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Korea 




Grand Children's Park is a specially designed park for children. Here authorities provide various 
amenities to them. 






KOREAN 8PEAKER VISITS INDIA, PAGE 6: 

A Partiamentary delegation of Six from the Republic of Korea led by the Speaker of the Korean National 
Assembly H.E. Mr. II Kwon Chung paid a visit to India from March 26th to March 30th. 

During the course of their visit the delegation called on the President of India, the Prime Minister of 
India and attended sessions of the Lok Sabha where they were given a big ovation. 

In this writeup we give a report of the visit of the delegation. 

NEW ECONOMIC DIMENSIONS, PAGE 7: 

Since its establishment in 1974, the National Investment Fund (NIF) has been recognized by many people as having played a key 
role in attaining the nations economic self sufficiency by lending its funds to major industries. 

The fund is mainly intended to extend equipment and working capital loans to many industries specified in the NIF law. enacted in 
December 1973. and financial assistance to various industries to promote exports by deferred payment and to facilitate the purchase 
of domestic plants and machinery. 

This article discusses in detail all about the recent economic development of Korea. 

6th MAY—CHILDREN'S DAY, PAGE 12: 

To.children, it will be an amusement park. For adults it will serve as a recreation center where they can 
forget all the stresses and strains of their daily bustle in confused downtown office areas To foreigners—it 
will be an attraction that might make them feel like coming to Korea again 

It is the South Seoul Grand Park to be constructed in this metropolitan city by the end of 1986 with 
multiple purpose under a long range city plan to improve its environmental conditions. On 6th May Children 
all over Korea celebrate Children's day. It is a much awaited affair and the children celebrate it with great 
enthusiasm and gusto. 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL FINDS, PAGE 16: 

Records had it that ancient Korea had the custom of sacrificial burials as was the custom of sacrificial burials in ancient China, 
Mesopotamia and Egypt. In those societies a high lord, whether the chieftain of a tribe, the head of a clan or a noble family was 
privileged to have his personal things buried in his tomb when he dies. The personal effects included, not surprisingly in those days— 
his living wife and servants, not to mention his personal belongings. 

In this very informative article relate we the discoveries recently made by an eminent Korean historian, 

PANSORI—THE MEANINGFUL MUSIC, PAGE 16: 

Many people today tend to consider Pansori music as just the traditional musical heritage of this country. But for a few number 
of young musicians the traditional Korean narrative music means their life long theme of research Among those who are serious 
aDout the study of the music is Miss Chung Yujin. a pan fori singer 
In this story we give her views on this beautiful musical form of Korea. 
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Above The Parliamentary Delegation from the Republic of Korea is being welcomed by the Indian speaker Mr K S. Hegde at 
the Airport The delegation is led by H.E Mr 11 Kwon Chung speaker of the Korean Assembly 

Below The Korean Parliamentary delegation called on the Prime Minister Mr. Morarji Desat on March 29. 1978. 

Facing page Korean speaker HE Mr II Kwon Chung is seen with Mr. Sanjiva Reddy the President of India. 





KOREAN SPEAKER VISITS INDIA 

MM-Seaal Ties 

StreMhcMd 


A Parliamentary delegation of 
six from the Republic of Korea 
led by the Speaker of the Korean 
National Assembly H.E. Mr. II 
Kwon Chung paid a visit to 
India from March 26th to March 
30th. 

During the course of their visit 
the delegation called on the 
President of India, the Prime 
Minister of India and attended 
sessions of the Lok Sabha. 

The Lok Sabha gave onjthe 27th 
a grand ovation to the delegation 
„ who watched the proceedings of 
the house from the special box. 
The presence of the delegation in 
the box was announced by the 


Speaker of the Indian Parliament 
Mr. K.S. Hegde who extended a 
warm welcome on behalf of the 
house and his own behalf and 
conveyed the greetings to the 
President, Prime Minister and the 
people of Korea. 

The Party paid a one day visit 
to Bangalore where they were 
hosted to a dinner by the Governor 
of Karnataka and on 28th paid 
a visit to the factory of the 
Hindustan Machine Tools. They 
also called upon the Speaker of 
the state assembly and the Chief 
Minister. 

They were hosted to a dinner 
by the Honourable Speaker of the 


Indian Parliament Mr. K.S. Hegde 
on 26th night and another dinner 
was hosted in their honour by the 
Ambassador of the Republic of 
Korea H.E. Mr. Bum Suk Lee 
on the night of 29th March. 

The visit was successfully 
rounded off with a 75 minute talk 
with the Prime Minister of India 
Mr. Morarji Desai when 
Mr. Chung conveyed to Mr. Desai 
greetings of the Korean Prime 
Minister and expressed the hope 
that the relations between the two 
countries—economic and cul¬ 
tural—would be further streng¬ 
thened. 

The delegation also met the 







Minister for External Affairs, Mr. 
A.B. Vajpayee, where the area of 
cooperation in the sphere of 
foreign relations was discussed. 

The delegation also met the 
Parliamentary Affairs Minister, Mr. 
Ravindra Verma. Mr. Verma 
explained to the Korean M.Ps 
the salient features of Parlia¬ 
mentary Democracy in India and 
the functioning of the Indian 
Parliament. 

H.E. Mr. II Kwon Chung speak¬ 
ing on the occasion of the dinner 
hosted by the Ambassador of 


the Republic of Korea on 29th‘ 
March thanked Mr. Hegde and 
the Indian Parliament for all the 
courtesy shown to the delegation 
during its stay in India. 

Responding to the toast Mr. 
Hegde said that the need of the 
world today was the establish¬ 
ment of enduring peace and went 
on to say that these should be 
nourished and strengthened 
through exchange of such visits 
between Parliamentarians and 
people. 

The delegation was warmly 


received wherever they went right 
from their arrival to the visit to 
Bangalore and the visit to the 
Hindustan Machine Tools factory, 
to the sessions of the Lok Sabha. 
The national press gave extensive 
coverage with Photographs and 
news stories on the lead page. 

Apart from H.E. Mr. II Kwon 
Chung the delegation consisted of 
Mr. Sam Chul Park, M.P., Mr. 
Sang Cho Shin, M.P., Mr. Sang 
Sin Lee, M.P., Mr. Young 
Pyo Lee M.P. and six Korean 
Newsmen. 

The delegation was given a 
warm send off on 30th morning 
by Mr. K.S. Hegde and other 
Indian Parliamentarians. 


H.E. Mr. II Kwon Chung speaking at the dinner hosted by Mr. Hegde in honour of 
the Korean Speaker. 




New Economic 

Dimensions 

In this article we discuss three major aspects of development in Korea. In the first 
place we give the achievements of the national investment Fund (NIF) in attaining 
the nations economic self sufficiency by lending its funds to major industries. 

In the second place the article focuses on the new computerized Data Banks in 
feeding up science tasks, thirdly we survey the growing electronics Industry. 


The huge furnace of the Pohang Steel Co . is one of the largest steel producing 
unit in Korea. 


Since its establishment in 1974. the 
National Investment Fund (NIF) has 
been recognized by many people as 
having played a key role in attaining the 
nation's economic self-sufficiency by 
lending its funds to major industries 
such as the heavy and chemical industries. 

Statistics wise. 72.700 million won was 
extended in the NIF in 1974. the first 
year of its operation, 137,400 million won 
in 1975. 186.300 million wqp in 1976 
and 246,150 million won in 1977. bring¬ 
ing the total over the past four years to 
711.400 million won. 

The fund is mainly intended to extend 
equipment and working capital loans to 
major industries specified in the NIF 
Law, enacted in December 1973, and 
financial assistance to various industries 
to promote exports by deferred payment 
and to facilitate the purchase of domestic 
plants and machinery. 

It has been extending loans to the 
heavy and chemical industries—includ¬ 
ing steel, nonferrous metals, shipbuilding, 
chemicals, machinery, electronics and 
defense industries—and to the electric 
power and food-production industries. 

The food-production projects include 
the development of farm machines and 
construction of agricultural product store¬ 
houses. 

The national fund also gives loans to 
Saemaul (New Community) factories to 
help expand their agricultural-product 
processing facilities. 

Terms and conditions of the NIF 
loan are determined differently depending 
upon the industries involved. But the 
investment organization usually offers 
favorable terms on loans fa agriculture 
and fisheries exports by deferred payment 
ahd projected shipbuilding. 

Interest rate fa loans fa deferred- 
payment export toflxed at seven per cent 
annually; while the rates fa shipbuilding 
at nine per cent. 

These rates am substantially low 


compared with the bank loan rates. 

The loss caused by the reverse margin 
between the lending rates and the financ¬ 
ing rates is covered by funds from the 
government's general account. 

The principal financial sources of the 
NIF include deposits and NIF bonds 
witit an annual interest, rate of 16.2 per 
cent per annum. 

Subsidies and contributions by the 
government municipalities and other 


public entities such as pension funds for 
government officials and veterans are the 
major sources fa the NIF. 

The NIF is financed and giving loans 
in line with an annual financing and loan 
program. 

This annual program stipulates the 
scope and subject and is prepared by the 
minister of finance, the legal administrator 
of the national fund, and then is examined 
and resolved by the NIF Council. 




After approval by the council, it is 
deliberated at the cabinet meeting before 
turning it over to the President for final 
approval 

The NIF Management Council, headed 
by the prime minister, is composed of 
members of the cabinet, the governor 
of the Bank of Korea, the governor of the 
Korea Development Bank and other 
specialists 

The council examines and sets up the 
operational criteria for the NIF, the 


Data 


annual financing and loan program, the 
statement of accounts and other 
important matters 

But most of its business such as the 
issuance and delivery of bounds, receipt 
of deposits, loans to banking institutions, 
accounting and settlement of accounts 
are delegated to the governor of the 
Bank of Korea 

The Fund Operation Department of 
BOK. therefore, actually manages the 
NIF 


Bank 


Already completed for it is a data 
base storing information on the achieve¬ 
ments and backgrounds of over 3,000 
scientists in this country. Also underway 
for the data base is the filing of scientific 
and technological documents, patent 
rights and manufacturing goods produced 
in Korea. 

One of the merits of this computerized 
services system. KORSTIC officials said, 
is to check in advance the possible 
duplication of research projects. The 
saving of space and manpower needed 
for the preservation of materials is another 
merit. 

The KORSTIC also plans to import 
foreign-made data bases regarding 
nuclear energy, engineering services, 



A new computerized data bank and a Latest designs of computers are used in the development of modern Korea, 
science library will be integrated into the Korea has also started making her own computers 
Korea Scientific and Technological Infor¬ 
mation Center (KORSTIC) to boost the 

information services system for the He said that an umbrella agency to 
development of science and technology. embrace the three will be organized, 

according to Kim Doo-hong. director indicating that the planned data bank 

general of the center and the science library will maintain an 

In a news conference Kim said that equal status with the large-scale 

the two new systems will be established KORSTIC 

at Daeduk Science Town by 1981 Under a blueprint for the expansion. 

"The expansion of the center, costing the data bank calls for the computerized 

over 5,000 million won. is planned to linkage between data bases and terminals, 

develop the information services system It will mark a drastic Improvement from 

into something like that of advanced the conventional-type services of the 

countries." he said, assuring that Korea KORSTIC mainly concentrating on 

will achieve the status of .an advanced manual literature search, reprography 

country by 1981. and publication services. 


electronics, chemistry, physics, computer 
science and other fields. 

Director General Kim ^disclosed that 
the terminals will be established at 25 
institutes such as universities and 
industrial zones. "The terminals will be 
also used by other institutes in neighbor¬ 
hood," he added. 

Meanwhile, the planned science library 
will mainly collect books published in 
advanced countries and will not deal 
with journals. 

Kim said that the library will deliver 
books to ■ aspirants within three days 







after they apply for the loan by telephone 
or telex. The book loan service of the 
science library will be in parallel with the 
reference service of the KORSTIC, he 
said. 

Another ambitious project of the 
KORSTIC Kim said, will be the expan¬ 
sion of information services networks 
among academic circles. "The service 
networks of our organization are too 
much tilted to industrial circles." he 


said disclosing that 60 per cent of 
reprography services. 80 per cent of the 
selective dissemination of information 
services and 90 per cent of technical 
consultation services have been offered 
to industrial firms and staffers. 

According to him, the center will 
receive registration from 1,000 selected 
professors regarding information they 
want to obtain and will give service to 
them. 


Boom in Electronics 


of the products are too much concentrat¬ 
ed on a small number of countries. 

But, the nation has to bring up 
industrial products as strategic export 
items as the electronics industry will be 
suitable to Korea due to its economic 
peculiarities. 

To achieve the goal, the investment 
for technical development has to be 
substantially increased in order to improve 
the industrial production structure. The 
need comes from the fact that qualified 
technical manpower among total 
employees of the industry represents 
about 5 6 per cent. However, the ratio 
has to be leveled up to 27 per cent. 

The prospects for the electronics 
industry are bright in the future. The 
industry is expected to mark a real 



Electronics is used almost in every field of life. Korea manufactures very high 
sophisticated electronic items. 


Korea’s electronics industry started 
to be developed actively with the pro¬ 
mulgation of the Electronics Industry 
Promotion Law in 1969 

With the increase in the export 
electronics items, the industry made rapid 
progress from the early 1970. 

The output of electronics products 
to 781.200 million won in f 1976 from 
64.900 million won in 1971 to record a 
real annual average growth rate of 64 5 
per cent during the period. The rate 
sharply contrasts with 20 6 per cent 
growth shown on the average in other 
manufacturing industries 

Accordingly, the portion of electronics 
industrial output in the manufacturing 
field jumped to 6.1 per cent in 1976 
from 3.0 per cent in 1971. 

Exports of electronics products reached 
$1,037 million in 1976. when the Third 
Five-year Economic Development Plan 
ended, in comparison with $88 million 
in 1971. representing an annual growth 
of 66.9 per cent. 

The exports account for about 64 per 
cent of the total yield of the electronics 
industry in 1976. 

However, one peculiar feature of 
electronics production structure in Korea 
is that the production of household 
electronics items has been larger than 
that for industrial purposes. 

The unbalanced production structure 
has been further deepened during the 
Third Five-Year Economic Development 
Plan period. 

The improvement of competitiveness 
in the world market was caused by 
advanced foreign technology introduced 
in the form of direct or joint investment. 

However, the technical development 
and international Competitiveness of the 
domestic electronics industry are still 
in the embryonic stage due to the weak 
foundation for digestion of the introduced 


foreign technology 

The foreign electronics technology 
introduced between 1966 and 1976 
totals 94—20 for household electronics 
items. 23 for industrial items and 51 
for electronics fittings—in comparison 
with 1,761 cases in Japan between 1966 
and 1974. 

The rate of investment for research 
activities reached only 0.5 per cent here 
in 1976 among the industry's total 
turnover, compared with 2.5 and 3.6 
per cent in the United States and Japan, 
respectively 

In addition, the electronics industry 
in the country has defects—low value- 
added rate and underdeveloped model 
designs of electronics items. And. exports 


growth rate of 20.1 per cent a year 
between 1976 and 1991. 

The production of electronics items 
including communications materials will 
be considerably increased in the coming 
years*And the production ratio between 
household and industrial electronics items 
will be changed from 31:11 in 1975 to 
39 20 in 1991. 

The export portion against total elec¬ 
tronics products will be lowered from 
67.5 per cent to 45.9 per cent between 
1976 and 1991 due to increase for their 
demand. 

In case of household electronic items, 
the production of such items as TV sets. 

(Continued on page 18) 
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Patriot An Photos 
Found In Japan 

— Ten photographs of Korean 
patriot An Chung-kun depicting him 
on a trial were discovered in the 
Joshinji Temple in Kasaoka. 
Okayama Prefecture. 

The photographs include those of 
trial scenes and Hirobumi Ito, an 
influential Japanese politician assas¬ 
sinated by An in Harbin, Manchuria, 
in 1909. 

Also found in the warehouse of the 
temple was a pistol used by An. 

Last week, a diary written by An 
in a prison was donated to the Korean 
government by Shojiro Watanabe, a 
retired businessman in Nagasaki. 

An was executed in a Japanese 
prison in Port Arthur. Manchuria for 
his assassination of the Japanese 
politician who had been one-time 
I governor general of Korea. 


Govt, to RmcrIo 
I mport Volume 

The government plans to rescale 
this years import volume from 
the original 13,200 million dollars 
to 14,500 million dollars on 
account of the brisk export per¬ 
formance and comfortable sur¬ 
plus in the invisible trade balance 
during the first three months of the 
year, according to the Economic 
Planning Board, recently. 

Korea's exports during the first 
quarter of this year amounted to 
2,93,200.000 dollars, up 28.4 per 
cent from the same period of 
last year, while the invisible trade 
surplus totaled 134,900,000 
dollars, a 134.9 per cent increase 
over that of last year, to boost 
the nation's foreign exchange 
holdings. 

Brisk construction activities by 
Korean contractors in Middle - 
East countries and a growing 
inflow of hard currency generated 
by the tourism industry are also 
factors of the burgeoning foreign 
exchange holdings position, said 
the Economic Planning board. 


By increasing the import 
volume, the government hopes to 
dampen the inflationary pressure 
in the monetary sector and to 
stabilize commodity price as well. 


Korean Bible 

Translation of the Bible into Korean 
for propagation of gospel among* the 
Koreans can be traced back to 1839 
when a French bishop produced a 
transcribed version of excerpts from 
the Bible in Korean, a specialist 
asserted recently. 

Discussing the history of the trans¬ 
lation of the Bible into Korean. Prof. Lee 
Won-sun of Seoul National University 
said though the transcribed version 
of the Bible, entitled "Choniusonggyo 
Konggwa." was meager in many 
aspects including the quality of the 
content, the early Korean version 
played a crucial role in encouraging 
Korean believers to endure difficult 
times under the severe anti-Catholic 
government policies of the Vi 
Dynasty (1392-1910). 

"Copies of the translation complied 
by French bishop Joseph Imbert, 
were distributed among the believers 
in secrecy." he said. "The translation 
was published along with other pass¬ 
ages from the Bible in an independent 
volume in 1862 under the sponsorship 
of French bishop Simon Berneux 
in Seoul." 

Previously, the Korean Roman 
Catholic church had its own Korean 
version of excerpts from the Bible in 
1853- and the excerpts were con¬ 
tained in "The Interpretation of the 
Bfble" in Korean which is based on 
"The Chinese Edition of the 
Interpretation of the Bible" which 
was originally published in Peking 
in 1830. he said. 

He said that serious attempts 
to translate the Bible into Korean 
in a more complete way were made by 
British missionary John Rose. 

"With substantial support from 
Korean Christian Lee Ung-chan, Ross 
completed the translation of the New 
Testament in 1887. Because of his 
mein efforts for the work, the version 
is often called "Ross Edition'." he 
said 

He said many Korean Christians also 
showed keen interest in the trans¬ 
lation of the Bible at that period 


Korean patriot An Chung-kun (facing camera) is interrogated by Japanese 
military police after he assassinated Japanese politician Hirobumi Ito at 
Harbin Railway Station in Manchuria Oct. 26, 1909. This photograph was 
discovered at a temple in western Japan. 





"On* of th*m is U* Su-jong who 
translated Matthew Into Korean in 
1684 and first adopted the term 
'chonju' (God) instead of 'sangje' 
formerly used by Rost." he said. 

Deeply spurred by the treaty bet¬ 
ween Korea and the United States in 
1887 the translation was vigorously 
undertaken by leading members of 
’Korean Catholic and Protestant 
churches, he said. 


Another Tourist Hotel 

Toyo Menka Co. of Japan has 
announced that it will build a 34-story 
tourist hotel in front of the Seoul 
Railroad Station in a joint venture 
with Daewoo Development Co. of 
Korea. The proposed hotel, with a 
double basement and a total floor 
space of 44.000 sq. meters, will be 
built on a plot of 16.000 sq. meters and 
will have 680 rooms. Construction of 
hotel, estimated to coat $14 million, 
will start sometime in August this 
year for completion in 1980. The 
announcement said Korea's Daewoo 
Development Co. will put up 67 per 
cent of the total required investment 
with the remaining 33 per cent coming 
from Toyo Menka 


Tripitaka Ralic 

A Buddhist classic in the possession 
of Pak Yong-sun of Chongno. Seoul, 
has been confirmed to be the first 
woodblock version of the Tripitaka 
Koreana. Choe Sun-hi, a member of 
the Cultural Property Research Com¬ 
mittee. said that the book in question 
is the 69th fascicle of Tripitaka 
Koreana the Buddhist scriptures ori¬ 
ginally carved on over 80,000 wood 
blocks which are being preserved in 
Haein-sa temple The book was 
printed between 1239 and 1241. 
Choe said. "Some of the other ear¬ 
liest volumes of Tripitaka Koreana are 
being kept in Nanzen-ji and Todai-ji 
temples in Japan." he said. The 
81.268 wood blocks engraved with 
scripture qri Jf6th sides we* comp¬ 
leted in l ist'.during it* reign et king 
Kofong of the Koryo Dynasty. 


Nation Raya 
Cradlt to Workara 

The nation s 6 million workers ob¬ 
served Worker’s Day recently as a 
proud foroa driving the economic 
development on the one hand and 
seeking better treatment on the other. 

Though not distinctive enough to 
fully satisfy the rising expectations of 
workers, government officials together 
with management are accelerating 
their moves to build up a ’’society 
where sweating workers will lead 
better lives” as advocated by labor 
union leaders. 

The move is further spurred by 
President Park Chung Hee's special 
comment on the need for the im¬ 
provement of welfare programs for 
workers made during his New Year's 
inspection tour of economy-related 
ministries. 

One phase of the move calls for 
the raise of the minimum wage level to 
above 30,000 won. Labor officials are 
now taking steps to enable employers 
to pay at least 30.000 to lowest-level 
workers by June and to drastically 
increase overall wage scales for other 
workers. 

Sajong Cultural Center 
opens in Seoul 

The three-month sejong cultural 
centre arts festival opened with the 
dedication concert inaugurating the 
newly built Sejong Cultural Center 
at the centers main auditorium, at 
7 30 p.m. on April 21, 

In celebration of the opening some 
126 performances of various perform¬ 
ing arts programme were presented 
by thousands of Korean and Foreign 
artists at the main auditorium, which 
seats 4,200 and the small auditorium, 
seating 530. during the festival. 

The opening night programme 
feature the Yongbiochon -ga 
symphony by Kang Suk-Hee and 
Korean Fantasy by the Late Ahn 
Ik-Tai. The New Work by Kang for the 
dedication concert performed by 
some 260 performers from the Seoul 
Philharmonic Orchestra joint choral 
groups from the National Choral 
group and the Seoul Metropolitan 
Chorus, four soloists and a pansori 
(kotean narrative song) performer 
udder the baton of conductor Chung 
Chai-Dong. 


The dedication concert fa invited 
guests was followed by the premiere 
of a Korea opera The Tale of 
Shimchond by Kim Tong-Jin 
Members of the Kim Ja-Kyung Opera 
Company in Seoul performed the 
opera based on the traditional vocal 
music of thi9 country at the main 
auditorium on April 24 and 25. 

The highlights of the arts festival 
sponsored by the Seoul City Govern¬ 
ment also include a concert by the 
N.H.K. Orchestra presented on 
April 30 The performances of Verd's 
Opera Aida by the Parma. Italy 
Teatro Regio Opera Company on 
May 5 through May 7. A production 
of Tcnaikovsky's swan take choreo¬ 
graphed by Kenneth Macmillan by the 
royal ballet with Dame Margot 
Fonteyn from London on May 12. 
13. 16. A production of manon by 
Massenet by the same ballet company 
from May 16 through 19. dance pieces 
especially choreographed fa Dame 
Margot Fonteyn during the period A 
voilin recital by Miss Chung Kyung- 
Hwa on May 21. a piano recital by 
American pianist Van Chilbum on 
May 26. two concerts featuring dif¬ 
ferent programmes by the Philadelphia 
Orchestra Undehson of conductor 
Eugene Ormandy on May 27 and 
May 28, the performance of the 
Vienna Children's Choir on June 5. 
Korean pianist Paik Kun-Woo's recital 
on June 10, Soprano Joan Suther¬ 
land's recital on June 13, three-day 
performances of Johan Strauss's die 
fieder maus by the Vienna Opera 
Company from June 1 through 17. a 
dance drama princess pari by Whang 
ByongGi, by the Seoul Metropolitan 
Dance Theatre on June 2. Ensemble 
music by the Eastman Wind Ensemble 
under the baton of conductor Donand 
.Hunsberger on June 23. 

Finalizing the three-month arts 
festival conductor Leonard Bernstein 
will lead the New York Philharmonic 
Orchestra at two concerts featuring 
two different programmes at the main 
auditorium on July 7 and 8. 

In between the major art events to 
be staged at the main auditorium more 
than 60 programmes featuring tradi¬ 
tional Korean performing arts numbers, 
productions of theatrical works and 
operas by Korean and foreign groups, 
including the Chinese Opera Company 
and the Turkish Folk Arts Troupe 
will be presented at the small and 
main auditoriums during the festival. 


56 th Children's Day - 
When The Young Go Gay 


On 5th May Children all over the 
Republic of Korea will be celebrat¬ 
ing the 56th Children's day. 

Children's day is a very much 
awaited affair and it is celebrated 
with great enthusiasm. They have a 
week long gala programme spon¬ 
sored by many societies for children 


and institutions Virtually all parks 
and playgrounds are flooded with 
kids, accompanied with their parents 
On this day all the parks including 
Children’s grand park is thrown open 
free to all kids Changgyongwon 
Zoo becomes one of the main 
attraction to children because of 


its various animals they have got 
to play with It is also open free to 
kids during the day. 

The Korean government has desig¬ 
nated Children's day as a public 
holiday. On this day citations are 
awarded to many children from 
various associations. Children's 
day is celebrated with a lot of fun 
fare. All the barbershops cut theirs 
prices half for children below 13. 
They never forget to visit to the 
giave of the Late First Lady Yook 
Yong Soo to pay their Homage on 
this day All parks, palaces and 
playgrounds were jam-packed as 
youngsters and their parents turned 
out to enjoy the holiday in a 
pleasant and buoyant mood in spite 
of wmdly and chilly weather. 

From early in the morning, in 
most Seoul streets children head for 
parks and resorts, including the 
Children's Grand Park which is 
opened free of charge to children. 
More than 730.000 children and 
citizens thronged to the Children’s 
Grand Park and 340.000 others 
visited the Changgyongwon Zoo. 
Police said an estimated 2.000 
million won were spent during the 
day last year. 

Meanwhile, under the motto 
"gratitude to Ancestors, Filial Piety 
to Parents and Respect for Elder 
Men " commemorative ceremonies 
and entertainment programs are 
held. 

Most ancient places in Seoul are 
open free to old folks during the 
day. On the streets and in recreation 
areas, many senior citizens, with 
carnations on their bosoms or 
lapels presented by their sons and 
daughters, are seen, citizens visit 
places and public squares in Seoul, 
together with their families. Police 
estimated th«ij 200.000 persons visit¬ 
ed Changgyongwon zoo and the 
Children's Grand Park. 





New Park Envisioned 


as 

Luring 

Resort 


"The park is designed to chiefly build 
up a green landscape, a salubrious and 
healthful breathing space as a relief from 
the densely populated and industrialized 
Seoul/' an official of the city government 
said 

The park is also expected to contri¬ 
bute to easing the worsening traffic 
conjestion, which is emerging as the 
number one problem of the rapidly- 
developing Seoul metropolis, according 
to the official. 

Different from other existing parks in 
Korea, the South Seoul Grand Park is 
designed to be open to the public 




May 5 is Children s day m Korea. 

Various functions are held in many parts 
of the country to celebrate the 
occasion Zoo and various public 
parks are thrown open free to the 
children South Seoul Grand Park is 
being constructed specially for 
children will be completed by 1986 


To children—it will be an amusement 
park. For adults—it will serve as a 
recreation center where they can forget 
all the stresses and strains of their daily 
bustle in confused downtown office 
areaa To foreigners—it will be an auc¬ 
tion that might make them feel like 
visiting Korea again. 

It is the South Seoul Grand Park 
Id be constructed in this metropolitan 
city by the end of 1986 with multiple 
purpose under a long-range city plan 


to improve its environmental conditions 

Seoul City recently disclosed its basic 
plans for construction of the mammoth 
Park that will occupy a total of 1,635,000 
pyong (approximately 5,396.000 square 
meters) of land and mountain slopes in 
Kwachon-myon. Shiheng-gun. Kyonggi- 
do. 

Some 85,000 million won will be 
invested in the construction project and 
30,000 million won of it is expected 
to be met by private investment 


during night hours as well as in the 
daytime It will also provide amusement 
and enjoyment to visitors no matter what 
the weather conditions may be People 
can enjoy the park not only in sweltering 
summer heat but also in a snow- 
covered severe winter cold 

The park will contain abundant lodging 
facilities such as hotels and inns, 
allowing people from provincial dis¬ 
tricts to frequent it and enjoy themselves 
as long as they want 



The projected mammoth park will also 
be characterized by a diversity of pur¬ 
poses. It is designed to provide people 
with chances for amusement education, 
learning and physical exercise. 

To meet all these needs, the park will 
be divided into six major parts that 
accommodate 1) amusement facilities 
for families, 2) educational facilities, 
3) children’s playgrounds. 4) amusement 
facilities for companies. 5) sports center 
and 6) research establishment. 

A 15-meter-deep existing reservoir, 
located in front of the entrance plaza 
with some 250.000 square meters of 
area, will be developed as a lake for 
boating and angling. Turtleshaped boats, 
and submarine boats will operate in the 
lake with people aboard. 

Parents will be able to teach their 
children while they are looking around 
zoo where wild beasts will greet them in 
elaborate aviaries and cages The city 


government plans to move the animals 
in the Changgyongwon Zoo to the 
newly-built zoo before the partial opening 
of some facilities in April 1981. according 
to city officials. 

A 060,000 square meter "Disney Land" 
for children is planned to accommodate 
a total of 26 recreation facilities such as a 
dolphins show stage, a house of fairy 
tales and a maze of magic. 

For a large number of employees of 
companies visting the park in a group, a 
wide area occupying some 75.000 square 
meters of open land will be located near 
the zoo. Together with the open ground, 
a gymnasium, tennis courts, roller skat¬ 
ing rinks, indoor and outdoor swimming 
pools are also planned to be installed 
on some 1,150,000 square meters of 
land for sports activities. 

A 5.58 km-long circular double- 
tracked monorail will provide transporta¬ 
tion for visitors. Some 50 oldfashioned 


coaches at each of the four monorail 
stations will carry people to other spots 
in the park. 

People can view the entire park 
from cable cars to be operated between 
the Ongnyobong hilltop and a 150- 
meter-high observation tower. It will 
be a 30-minute ride to travel in the air 
on the 2.75 km cable car line. 

A heliport will be constructed for 
VIPs, while two other monorail lines, one 
of them an underground track, are 
planned for convenience of viators. 

Also included among the character¬ 
istics of the projected South Seoul Grand 
Park are camp areas and green belt areas. 
The 72.600 sq. m camp area will ac¬ 
commodate more than 1,000 tents at 
the same time. The green belt area 
occupying some 3,300,000 square meters 
of mountain slopes is specially designed 
to provide abundant fruit any stroller 
can eat the fruits at will. 

The mammoth park will be equipped 
with a large parking area for more than 
10.000 vehicles 


Children's Hall in Seoul is a hall for children Not only recreation it also gives 
them Education 






Archaeological Finds 

Reveal A 
King’s Love Story 


Records had it that ancient Korea 
had the custom of sacrificial burials as 
was the case in ancient China and other 
ancient empires including Mesopotamia 
and Egypt In those societies, a high 
lord, whether the chieftain of a tribe, 
the head of a clan or a noble family, 
was privileged to have his personal 
things buried in his tomb when he dies 
The "personal effects" included, not 
surprisingly in those days, his living 
wife and servants, not to mention his 
personal belongings. 

Considering that there were sacrificial 
burials during the Silla Dynasty (57 
B.C.-688 A.D.). it is not difficult to 
reason that many of the huge Silla 
royal tombs in Kyongju. Silla capital, 
had sacrifices buried inside. 

But a leading archaeologist went 
further. Prof Kim Won-yong of Seoul 
National University put forward a hypo¬ 
thetical theory that the southern mound 
of a Silla royal tomb, designated 
"Tumulus No. 98." contained a king 
and his young mistress as one of his 
burial sacrifices. According to his reason¬ 
ing. the king and the lady might be 
Silla's 21st king. Soji. and his 16-year- 
old lady. Pyokhwa 

The tumulus comprise two mounds, 
called the southern tomb and the north¬ 
ern tomb. In 1975. a government team 
from Cultural Property Prservation Bureau 
excavated the southern tomb, where a 
total of 24.900 various priceless artifacts 
and other items were found. While such 
old treasures satisfied the curiosity of 
archaeologists their one-time owner was 
a mystery. 

It was generally presumed the southern 
tomb was a king's and the northern tomb 
was that of queen. But when the southern 
tomb was excavated, there were two 
skeletons. Who were they? Curiosity 
rriounted among archaeological circles 
as well as the lay people. 

Judging from the anatomical analysis 
about the bone fragments retrieved from 
that southern mound. Prof, Chang Shin- 


hyo of College of Medicine of Seoul 
National University and Prof. Kim Bong- 
taek of Dental College of Kyunghee 
University recently concluded that these 
were bones of an old man aged about 
60 and a girl at around 15. 

According to their report, entitled 
"research on the human skeletons found 
in the southern mound of Tumulus No. 
98." about 48 bones including 28 teeth 
were retrieved from there. The girl's 
bones were on the top of the wooden 
burial chamber and the man's were inside 
it when they were first excavated. So 
the excavation team thought the tomb 
may be evidence of one of the last 
primitive burials of sacrifice. 

It is known that the practice was for¬ 
bidden by King Chijung. the successor to 
King Soji. in 502 If it holds true, the 
people buried in this tomb must have 
died prior to the reign of Chijung 

Quoting from the "Samguk Sagi (The 
Chronicles of the Three Kingdoms) 
written by Kim Pu-sik during the Koryo 
Dynasty (901-1392 A.D.). Prof. Kim 
Won-yong bared an interesting episode 
of a romance of the ancient Silla 
monoarch. 

One day in September. 500 A D. 
King Soji made an inspection tour to 
Nagigun. -now in Kyongsang Pukto's 
Yongju area. There lived a man named 
Paro, who had a beautiful daughter aged 
16. Her name was Pyokhwa (Blue 
Flower), and her beauty was enough 
to entrance the king 

Paro offered his daughter to the King, 
with a beautfully embroidered silk dress 
around her. The palanquine in which 
Pyokhwa was being carried was wrap¬ 
ped in silk. Receiving a gift from Paro. 
the king opened it wtah an expectation 
that there would be all sorts of delicacies. 
But there was a pretty girl there. 

Feeling it beneath his dignity to 
accept it. King Soji refused the offer and 
returned to the palacq. But he could 
not forget her and at test went back to 
Nagi-gun to share a $ecret love with 
her. 


One day the poorly-dressed king met 
an old woman in Andong on his way 
back to the palace from Nagi-gun, she 
said "Many people say that King Soji is 
a sacred man. but I don’t think so. I 
have heard that he often goes to Nagi¬ 
gun to meet a girl of humble birth 
secretly. If such a man is a sacred man. 
anybody can be holy!" 

The king felt shy. and brought Pyokh¬ 
wa to his palace and never went back 
there. Soon aftsr. Pyokhwa delivered a 
baby and King Soji died at the age of 60. 

Presenting the story as an evidence 
for his theory. Prof. Kim Won-yong 
said. "I came to the conclusion that 
Pyokhwa was probably buried as a 
sacrifice after the king's death." "The 
anatomical analysis of Prof Chang and 
Kim also supports my theory." 

According to Prof Kim. director of 
the museum of Seoul National University, 
sacrificial burial is originally intended to 
to protect the dead persons "Sacrificial 
burial was practiced for the dead king or 
chief of village state as a symbol of their 
authority." he said 

"Records say that in Japan, human 
sacrifice was prohibited by Emperor 
Suinin in the last half of the 4th century. 
Thereafter the human sacrifice was 
gradually replaced by the burial of 
various clay models," Prof. Kim said. 

"There are traces that 150 persons 
and horses were buried in a tomb 
during the Yin Dynasty of China. In 
ancient Southern Russia, on the nor¬ 
thern bank of the Black Sea. five servants 
such as cook, cup bearer, groom, mes¬ 
senger and concubine were buried with 
their master in a Kurgan (tomb) of a 
Scythian chief." Kim maintained. In 
Korea there are several traces of 
sacrificial burials in Uisong. Songju of 
Kyongsang Pukto and Yangsan and 
Yean-ri Kyongsang Namdo. 

"If my hypothetical theory on Tumulus 
No. 98 holds true, it will be good data 
in setting up a historical chronology and 
studying the burial customs of ancient 
society." Kim said. 




Pansori - 
Meaningful 

Music 


Many people today tend to consider 
pansori music as just "the traditional 
musical heritage" of this country. But 
for a few number of young musicians the 
traditional Korean narrative music means 
their life-long theme of research. 

Among those who are serious about 
the study of the music is Miss Chung Yu 
jin. a pansori singer who is now doing a 
Ph D course on pansori. as a student of 
ethnomusicology at the University of 
Washington in Seattle. Once appointed as 
the successor to virtuoso pansori singer 
Mrs. Pak Nok-zu. a Human Culture 
Treasure of this country. Miss Chung is 
currently in Seoul to collect her research 
materials on the indigenous Korean music. 

A graduate of the Music College of 
Seoul National University. Miss Chung 


has also been an active performer 
introducing the traditional music of this 
country to foreigners in and outside 
Korea in recent years. 

"As a student studying the music of 
the world in a comparative way. I think 
pansori music is one of the strongest 
forms of vocal music through which men 
can express his emotions in a quite 
natural way." she said. "I have been 
deeply attracted to the unique musical 
elements of the music which transcend 
all the musical principles regulating the 
sure expression of human sentiments 
since I was an eight-year-old girl.” 

The music which can be powerfully 
delivered by the singer who sings, acts 
and describes the text of pansori numbers 
according to his own ability, is quite 


different from foreign music in many 
aspects, she said. "Unlike the Western 
opera, the narrative music totally depends 
on a performer who is only accompanied 
by a drummer.” she said. 

"What is of interest is that the audience 
and the drummer as well can participate 
in the flow of music by voicing their 
joyful sentiments and clapping their 
hands in response to the performances 
of the performer.” she said. 

According to a specific musical sur¬ 
rounding created by the responses of the 
audience and the drummer, she said the 
performer can improvise the musical 
number. "Such improvisatory elements 
of the music make it possible for those 
performers to create their own different 
versions of a pansori music number, 
despite the quite limited pansori reper¬ 
tories available today." she said 

"Whenever I performed pansori 
numbers like "The Tale of Chunhyang" 
and "The Song of Hungbu'' for foreigners. 

I felt that the unique patterns of rhythm 
contained in pansori. among other things, 
seemed to appeal to the Westerners." 
she Sciid "The foreign audiences can 
soon become familiar with the repetition 
of the such rhythms as the song 
continues." 

Though, she said many of them did not 
understand each word uttered by Miss 
Chung, the pathetic aspects of the music 
and the possessive character of pansori 
music helped her successfully com¬ 
municate with her audiences in her 
previous recitals in the United States in 
recent years. "When I want to describe 
the song of birds. I really mimic the song 
of birds. This means pansori is a kind 
of pragmatic music and this 'quality 
greatly help even foreigners share the 
feelings conveyed by the performer.” 
she said 

She said such musical elements of 
pansori won her a 20-minute-long stand¬ 
ing ovation from the foreign audience 
when she performed a number from "The 
Tale of Chunhyang” at her first recital 
at the Kane Hall of the University of 
Washington in 1973 under the sponsor¬ 
ship of the American Society for Eastern 
Arts. She later was invited to perform songs 
from "The Tale of ChunhVang” and "The 
Song of Hongbu,” a music featuring the 
good spirit of a man named Hungbu 
at Pane Hall of Harvard University to 
produce a vedeo tape to be preserved 
at the archives of the university in 1974. 

"At those recitals I tried to convey the 
aesthetic character of our traditional 
music which can commonly appeal to 
mens hearts regardless on their racial 
differences/' said Miss Chung who 
recently performed her famed number 




from "The Song of Hungbu" for foreign 
guests including a visiting specialist in 
Shakespeare from Britain. T.J.B. Spencer, 
director of the Shakespeare Institute in 
England showed his deep enthusiasm of 
the music when he viewed her per¬ 
formances in Seoul last month. 

She further added that panson and 
jazz share many things in common. 
Improvisatory elements of pansori also 
can be found in jazz music of the 
Americans, she said. 

Does she think about the possibility 
of modernizing the musical quality of 
pansori to better cater to the taste of 
modem men? Asked about the question. 
Miss Chung strongly said it is impossible. 


"Sinoe the pansori music consists of 
elaborate ornaments and unique vocal 
elements, it still remains challenging to 
analyze the sound of the music to record 
the musical notation of the music accord¬ 
ing to the Western methodology. That is 
the reason why I have decided to study 
pansori music as my life-long career," 
she said. 

Despite the unique quality of the music 
which can offer a meaningful clue to the 
study of modern music, she said, those 
who study the traditional Korean music 
have a long way to go to establish pansori 
as an independent vocal music of this 
country. 

"Many people teaching music at 


various educational institutions do not 
seriously deal with pansori music and 
many young generations are not properly 
educated on the subject," she pointed 
out "Because many people misunder¬ 
stand the true value of the music, pansori 
music is still considered music of the 
kisaengs (entertainers) which po9es a 
serious problem hampering the develop¬ 
ment of the traditional music," she said. 

"Though it will take several years to 
come. I plan to establish the terminology 
of the pansori music encompassing the 
vocal technique and the musical notation 
of the music." she said. 


TAEKWANDO (lEET IN LUCKNOW 




Above left: Mr. Dong Won Chu, 
Minister, Embassy of the 
Republic of Korea being 
greeted by The Governor of 
Uttar Pradesh H.E. Mr. 

G.D. Tapse at Raj Bhavan, 
Lucknow when Mr. Chu had 
gone there for a 
local Taekwando meet. 

Above right: Mr. and Mrs. Chu 
with Taekwando trainees at 
the Central Sports Stadium in 
Lucknow. 

Left: "flying kick" a 
Taekwando meet in action. 

This technique of self defence 
is growing fast in .India. 

Various associations have been 
formed by the enthusiasts of 
this report. 






New Economic Dimension* 

(Continued from page — 9) 

radios, electronics watches, calculators, 
video tape recorders and video game 
machines will be drastically hiked due to 
the rising domestic consumption. 

Furthermore, the production of house¬ 
hold electronics commodities such as 
black and white television sets and 
refrigerators is declining in advanced 
countries, thereby causing to increase 
exports of the nation's products. 

In spite of the fact the nation has to 
put stresses on developing such 
electronics items as color TV sets, tape 
recorders, electronic wrist watches, video 
tape recorders in consideration of the 
changing domestic and overseas market 


conditions in 1980s. 

Above all else. Industrial electronics 
items are expected to grow most rapid¬ 
ly due to growing consumption at home. 
And the growth will also be accelerated 
by the need of bringing up the industrial 
field. 

The industrial field is expected to 
emerge as one of the most bright indus¬ 
tries across the world in the 1980s 
Accordingly, exports of the electronics 
goods for industrial purposes will be 
hiked with the aid of technical develop¬ 
ment and investment expansion. 

The production of electronic fittings 
will be increased because of its bright 
prospects for growth. Hence, the country 
should foster the electronics industrial 
field by placing emphasis on the fittings 
that are suitable to develo^lin Korea. 


For balanced development of the 
electronics industry, the government 
adopted policy guidelines to develop 
electronics products fittings as well as 
industrial heme such as precise and 
communications items. 

The government plans to introduce 
sophisticated foreign technology, 
increase the capabilities of adopting' 
advanced technology here, expand 
investment activities for research 
works and supply a larger number of 
qualified technical manpower with a 
view to enhancing the technical level to 
strengthen world competitiveness. 

In addition, the productivity will be 
raised, model designs of electronics 
items and software items be developed 
and sales activities also be strengthened 
for the products' export increase. 


Legal Assistance Body 
Eyed for O'ssas Oasis 

A study is under way for the 
establishment of an organization 
which will provide legal assistance 
for corporate bodies and individual 
persons going abroad on business. 

Informed government sources said 
that the establishment of the legal 
aid organization is being considered 
by the government the ruling party 
and the legal profession 

Pertinent officials had their first 
meeting recently to discuss matters 
relative to the establishment of such an 
organization They included Minister 
of Construction Shin Hyung-sik. 
Chang Yong-soon. chairman of the 
National Assembly's Judiciary 
Committee. Kim Doohyun and Chang 
Byung-chul, both attorneys-at-law: 
and Park Dong-kyu. president of 
the Overseas Construction Association 
of Korea. 

The establishment of such an orga¬ 
nization is felt necessary as many 
Korean companies and individual per¬ 
sons that advance to foreign countries 
often sign contracts or conduct busi¬ 
ness negotiations disadvantageous to 
them because of lack of knowledge 
about the legal aspects of the foreign 
countries involved, they explained. 

The organization, once established, 
will also collect legal materials and 
data from foreign countries for re-, 
ference use by interested persons 

At present a considerable number 
of Korean firms and individuals are 
engaged in various projects abroad, 
particularly in the Middle East. 


Seoul Press Club Born 
With Deewoo Funding 

The Seoul Press Club was inau¬ 
gurated by leading journalists in Seoul 
with financial support from a Seoul 
businessman, it was learned recently. 

Aimed at encouraging Korean 
journalists in their efforts to develop 
journalistic mission, the club will 
assume the role of a sponsor for the 
journalists' activities and their research 
projects. 

The financial resource of the club is 
based on 1.000 million won which 
was previously donated by Kim Woo- 
choong. president of Daewoo 
Industrial Co in Seoul. 

The club will be led by Kim 
Jm-hyun. vice managing editor of the 
Dong-A llbo who will serve as the 
chairman of the board of directors of 
the club. Nine-member board of 
directors include Nam Jaehee. 
editor in chief of the Seoul Shinmun. 
Surh Dong-koo, managing editor of 
the Kyunghyang Daily News. Shin 
Dong-ho. managing editor of the 
Chosun libo. Prof. Choe Chung-ho. 
president of the Korean Journalism 
Association and Kim Yongwon. exe¬ 
cutive director of Daewoo company. 

Song Doo-bin. an editor of the 
Naeway Business Journal, and Lee 
Woo-bock, vice president of Deewoo 
company, will serve as auditors of the 
press club. 

Honors for ROK 
Musicians 

The Belgian National Symphony 
has chosen Korean, cellist Chung 


Myung-wha as "The 1978 Encore 
Soloist" for a series of return engage¬ 
ments in Western Europe, it was 
announced in New York. At the 
same time. Columbia Artists Manage¬ 
ment Inc. said that Chung Myung- 
whun. the Korean-bom conductor- 
pianist has accepted the appointment 
as assistant conductor of the Los 
Angles Philharmonic Orchestra effec¬ 
tive Sept 20. Both the cellist and the 
conductor are scheduled to take part 
in the Seoul Music Festival in May 
and June this year. An announcement 
by the artists' management firm of the 
Harrison-Parrott said cellist Chung, as 
the result of the Belgian orchestra's 
decision, will appear as soloist with 
various orchestras in Scandinavia and 
France beginning in September. Con¬ 
ductor Chung, the silver medalist in 
the 1974 Tchaikovsky Competition 
in Moscow win be in charge of the 
Los. 


Research on Ginseng 

A Seoul National University re¬ 
search team, led by Prof. Han Byong- 
hun, has succeeded in extracting an 
element from ginseng tftat reduces 
the accumulation of oxidized elements 
in the human body. A derivative of 
gamma pyrrone, the new element is 
tentatively named "Compound A." 
The extraction, the team explains, 
provides convincing grounds for time- 
honoured belief that the plant has 
an effect in preventing people, front; 
getting old. 
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Electronic Telephone 

Ground was broken tor the 
construction of large electronic 
switching system {ESS) plant at 
Kumi Electronic Industrial Complex 
recently. Korea Telecommunication 
Corp was established earlier by the 
government to erect and operate the 
plant in line with the decision to 
modernize the nation's communica¬ 
tions network by repfecing the existing 
mechanical switching system with 
ESS 

Officials of the corporation said that 
construction of the plant structures 
will be completed by the end of this 
year and production of ESS circuits 
will commence early next year. The 
corporatiqg plans to supply 2 million 
circuits of ESS by 1984 including 
40.000 circuits to be produced next 
year the first year of operation Bell 
Telephone Manufacturing 1 ' Co. in 
Belgium, a subsidiary of ITT. will 
provide technical assistance. The 
production model is Metconta-10 CN 
of ITT BTM 

Leasing Business 

Leases for industrial equipment 
awarded by the nation's three lease 
firms last year amounted to 34.441 
million won, according to statistics 
compiled by the Ministry of Finance 
The 1977 lease volume is equivalent to 
the combined total of the three 
previous years beginning in 1974 
when industrial lease business was 
first introduced in Korea. 

By industrial sectors, the manu¬ 
facturing industry leased 52.950 
million won worth of equipment or 
78.9 per cent of the total lease volume 
of 66.363 million won between 1974 
and 1977. The next largest leaseholder 
was the warehouse business which 
released 7.357 million won worth or 
11.1 per cent of the aggregate volume. 
General machinery topped the list of 
equipment leased by registering 
50,800 million won or 76.6 per cent 


of the combined total, followed by 
transportation equipment which 
recorded 8.700 million won or 13.1 
per cent of the total volume. The 
statistics also show that 23.6 per 
cent of the equipment leased was of 
local make. 


Skill Training 

The Economic Planning Board has 
decided to make it mandatory for 
local construction firms with overseas 
construction service contracts to 
set up in-company training insti¬ 
tutes Officials said that this mandatory 
training program for construction 
technicians and skilled workers is 
designed to ease the shortage of such 
technical manpower created by the 
continued departure of such crafts¬ 
men to sites of construction projects 
in foreign countries, especially in the 
Middle East region, undertaken by 
Korean contractors 

The shortage of technical man¬ 
power, particularly in the construc¬ 
tion sector, is worsening as the 
number of technicians and skilled 
workers advancing to foreign countries 
exceeds by a visible margin the number 
of people being trained at home Hence 
arises the necessity to substantially 
expand training facilities for fostering 
construction technicians and skilled 
workers to meet both overseas and 
domestic requirements. 


General Trading Houses 

Eleven general trading houses 
retained their such status and two 
companies received the status of 
general trading house newly under the 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry's 
1978 guidelines governing qualifica¬ 


tions for general trading house. The 
system of designating general trading 
houses was adopted by the govern* 
ment years ago to help develop large- 
scale trading firms who would play a 
leading role in promotion of commo¬ 
dity exports. 

Generpus tax and administrative 
incentives are provided to the desig¬ 
nated general trading houses. The two 
new entrants into the ranks of general 
trading houses are Hyundai Corp. and 
Vulsan Industrial Co The other 11 are 
Samsung Co.. Ssangyong Co.. 
Daewoo Industrial Co. ICC Corp.. 
Haml Synthetic Fiber Industrial Co.. 
Hyosung Co. Bando Trading Co.. 
Sunkyung Co. Samhwa Co, 
Kumho & Co. and Korea Trade 
International Inc. Ministry officials 
indicated that requirements for the 
status of general trading house will be 
strengthened substantially next year. 


Eurodollar Loans 

Terms for inducement of Euro¬ 
dollars into the country are improving 
steadily in line with the enhancing 
credibility of the Korean economy in 
the international financial community 
The Korea-French Banking Corp. a 
joint venture with Societe Generale. a 
French bank, recently concluded a 
S25 million loan contract with the 
French bank in the form of a stand¬ 
by credit facility This loan is to carry 
an interest rate of the Libo plus one 
per cent 

Officials of the Ministry of Finance 
said that the Libo plus one per cent 
is the lowest interest rate applied to 
loans raised in the Eurodollar market 
for Korea so far They indicated that 
the ministry will induce other merchant 
banks to seek Eurodollars at the rate 
the Libo plus one per cent Several 
years ago. Korea, paid an annual 
interest rate of as high as the Libo 
plus two per cent for Eurodollar loans 
when its international balance of 
payments was in a hard situation. 
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PRESIDENT PARK CALLS FOR SOUTH-NORTH ECONOMIC CONSULTATIVE BODY 
Page 4: 

President Park Chung Hee on 23rd June proposed to north Korea the creation of an Economic Consulta¬ 
tive Body to open the path for material trade and technical and capital cooperation between south and 
north Korea 

President Park said such consultative organization shall comprise representatives of civilian, economic 
aides of both sides, adding that "if necessary, we are ready to hold a pertinent ministerial conference with 
the north". 


THE ECONOMY THAT INSPIRES, Page 6: 

Among the East Asian countries. The Republic of Korea has a sound economy—its economic performance being satisfactory. 
Thus, despite a forecast of economic crisis following the oil crisis of 1973—75, the Korean Economy grew at a very rapid rate during 
1976-77 showing signs of further growth on a consistent plane 

This indepth article by Arunava Oas Gupta discusses the phenomenal growth of Korean Economy in the 1970's. 


INDIAN COMMUNITY IN SEOUL MAKES PROGRESS, Paged: 

The Indian Community in Korea today has some 100 members, including dependents, engaged in various fields. However. 90% of 
them are in business. 

A large number of Indian businessmen came into the country due to its booming industry in the early 1970s About 36 Indian firms 
are striving amidst other foreign firms at present. There were only four Indian firms in 1962 and six in 1969. The number has increased 
six times during the last decade. 


FOLK TALES OF KOREA. Page 16: 

Folktales reflect the dreams, wishes and lives of the people who produce and direct them A renowned folk lorist cites some of 
Koreas ancient tales that seem to defy conventional classification. The folk tales collected so far, both in bibliographies and out do 
not exceed, 10,000, including possible variants—a small number compared to other nations, some of which has recorded more than 
60.000. 
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President Park Chung Hee on 23rd June proposed to north Korea the creation of an Economic Consultative Body to open the 
path for mutual trade and technical and capital cooperation between south and north Korea. 

President Park said such consultative organization shall comprise representatives of civil economic circles of both sides, 
adding that "if necessary, we are ready to hold a pertinent Ministerial Conference with the north". 

In a special statement on the occasion of the Fifth Anniversary of the June 23 declaration regarding foreign policy for peace and 
unification, the Chief Executive said he is positive that should south-north Economic Cooperation materializa it could significantly 
contribute to the welfare of all the Korean people and further add to peaceful unification of Korea. 

Noting that the prevailing universal trend is to pursue mutual exchanges and cooperation transcending political ideology and 
system President Park further invited north Korea to join in the efforts to promote coexistence and mutual prosperity. 


THE FULL TEXT OF THE PRESI¬ 
DENTIAL SPECIAL STATEMENT 
FOLLOWS: 


It was five years ago today that I 
announced to the world the special 
statement regarding foreign policy for 
peace and unification 

The basic spirit of the statement 
was, in sum that while coexisting 
peacefully pending maturity of various 
conditions essential to the peaceful 
unification of our Fatherland the 
south and the north would engage 
in dialogue—would strive together, 
through exchanges and cooperation, 
to promote the welfare and 
prosperity of all our compatriots, 
in both the south and the north and 
would step by step, lay a solid founda¬ 
tion for peaceful unification. 

Lasting Peace: It is with this 
objective uppermost in our minds 
that we have endeavoured unremit¬ 
tingly to ease tension and establish 
a lasting peace on this Peninsula. 

In the same spirit we proposed 
bona fide competitions between the 
south and the north in the August 15 
Declaration in 1970 and a south- 
north Red Cross Conference in 1971, 
and we opened the door for the South- 
North Dialogue by initiating the his¬ 
toric south-north Joint Communique 
of 4th July 1972. 

Further in January 1974, in order to 
add substance to the June 23 Decla¬ 
ration I proposed to the north Korean 
side the conclusion of a south-north 
Mutual Non-Aggression Agreement. 
In August that year. I put forward 
three basic principles for peaceful 
unification which in essence, are 
mutual non-aggression exchanges 
and cooperation and ultimately, free 
general elections throughout Korea. 

However, the north Korean's not 
only rejected our peace proposals but 
went so far as to unilaterally break off 
the south-north dialogue which was 
to meet the aspirations of the 60 


million compatriots 

In recent months, the north Korean's 
are repeating preposterous insistence 
upon the so-called direct negotiations 
with the United States while refusing 
dialogue between the south and the 
north of Korea which are the directly 
concerned parties to the Korean pro¬ 
blem 

It cannpt but be assumed that their 
ulterior motive is still to achieve 
unification by the communization of 
the whole of Korea by force 

Let me emphatically reiterate that 
the unification of the Fatherland must 
be achieved only by peaceful means 
and that the most realistic and feasible 
means of establishing a lasting peace 
is to solve one by one the easier and 
more practical issues while building up 
mutual trust through dialogue 

Interim Measure: It is in this 
context that we proposed in the June 
23 Declaration the simultaneous entry 
of the south and the north into the 
United Nations as an interim measure 
pending the maturity of those condi¬ 
tions essential to unification and that 
we have opened our door even to those 
countries which differ from us in 
political ideology and institution 

This and this alone, is the short¬ 
cut to peaceful unification. 

The prevailing trend today in the 
international society is to solve pro¬ 
blems through dialogue, and it is the 
general tendency to pursue ways to 
expand mutual exchanges and co¬ 
operation fa practical economic deve¬ 
lopment transcending political ideo¬ 
logy and institution. 

I once again urge the north Korean 
side to abandon its delusion of unifi¬ 
cation by forceful means to respond 
to our call for unconditional reacti¬ 
vation of the existing channels of 
dialogue and to conclude a mutual 
non-aggression agreement and there¬ 
by to join us in efforts to relieve ten¬ 
sion between the South and the North 
and to promote co-existence and 
co-prosperity. 


For the sake of the future history 
of our nation and of the welfare of the 
50 million compatriots who share one 
blood, I propose the creation of 
a "Consultative Body for the promo¬ 
tion of South-North Economic Co¬ 
operation" comprising representatives 
of civilian economic circles of both 
sides in order to open the path for. and 
promote effectively, mutual trade and 
technical and capital co-operation. 
Further, 1 make it clear that we are 
ready to hold a pertinent Ministerial 
Conferencewiththe north, if necessary. 

Welfare of All: Convinced that, 
should this proposal materialize, it 
could significantly contribute not only 
to the welfare of all Koreans but also 
to the peace and prosperity of the 
Korean Peninsula and to the peaceful 
unification of our Fatherland. I expect 
the North Korean authorities to res¬ 
pond to it open-mmdedly 

It is our national aspiration and the 
cherished desire of the 50 million 
Koreans to build a prosperous welfare 
society and to achieve peaceful uni¬ 
fication of our Fatherland 

It is for the sake of the early ac¬ 
complishment ot these tasks that we, 
in the face of numerous trials and 
difficulties have devoted ourselves to 
the build-up of our national strength 
and exerted every effort to ease tension 
and establish peace 

Heart-breaking indeed is the reality 
today that the threat ot war remains 
unabated on this Peninsula in spite of 
all our ardent desires and it behoves 
both the south and the north to res¬ 
pond humbly to the call of the nation 
and to make joint efforts to clear the 
dark clouds away 

The path toward peaceful unifica¬ 
tion will certainly open if all our 
people are firmly resolved and united 
in the quest for peace and prosperity 
of the Fatherland, no matter whatever 
trials and challenges may come 

Let us all stride along the royal road 
toward peaceful unification and na¬ 
tional renaissance. 



The Economy 
Thai Inspires 


By ARUNAVA DASGUPTA* 


Among the East Asian countries. South 
Korea has a sound economy—its econo¬ 
mic performance being consistently satis¬ 
factory. Thus, despite a forecast of 
economic crisis following the oil crisis of 
1973-197b. the South Korean economy 
grew at a very rapid rate during 1976- 
1977 showing signs of further growth on 
a consistent plane 

According to an annual report released 
by the Bank of Korea in March 1977, the 
South Korean economy achieved an 
annual growth rate of 15 5% in 1976 in 
real terms. This 15.5% growth rate in 
1976 is compared wfth 8.7% in 1974 and 
8.3% in 1975. This works out a gross nati¬ 
onal product (G.N.P) of slightly less than 


double the figure of 1975. The GNP per 
head in 1976 was approximated at 
338.000 won (US 1$ is equal to Won 
480 approximately) at 1970 prices. It was 
in 1973 that the South Korean economy 
achieved its highest growth rate of 16.5%. 
Hence 1976's growth can be reckoned as 
the second highest in the nations history 
of GNP growth. Here again we notice a 
very steady growth. 

This new momentum in the economic 
growth owned much to a sharp increase 
of over 50% in commodity exports during 
the year. In current prices total exports 
amounted to US$8120 mn in 1976. This 
was greatly in excess of the Government's 
original estimates which again went up 


with the record breaking target of 1 billion 
dollar export in 1977. 

Boosting industrial production: 
Boosted by the rising exports demand 
industrial production, particularly manu¬ 
facturing industries rose by over 26%, 
nearly twice as fast than*hat of 1975. An 
increase was noted in the production of 
such export oriented items as textiles, 
plywood primary metals and electrical 
appliances; construction and other areas 


9 The author is a Senior Technical Assist¬ 
ant at the Afro-Asian Rural Reconstruc¬ 
tion Organization . New Delhi . 


recorded an increase of 11%. The agri¬ 
cultural sector increased output by 8.3%. 
This was largely due to a bumper rice 
crop of 5.2 mn tons which was nearly 
12% up on 1975. Investment expendi¬ 
ture during the year went up by 17% and 
increased its share of GIMP, but the rise 
in private consumption was relatively 
slow at 8. 1% One of the satisfactory as¬ 
pects was the fact that this very fast eco¬ 
nomic growth was accompanied by a 
drastic slowdown in inflation. Thus the 
rise in wholesale prices fell back. 

Following 1976’s highly satisfactory 
performance the economy entered 1977 
on a note of confidence, and did very well 
during the vear According to a provi¬ 
sional estimate made by the Bank of 
Korea the real GNP during 1977 grew 
by 10 3% 

There was satisfactory progress in the 
field of external payments during the 
year. The ambitious export target of 
$10,000 mn which called for a 23.2% 
increase was exceeded by $360 mn 
bringing the growth rate to 27.7%. This 
achievement has been described by a 
City Bank report aa "one of the outstand¬ 
ing economic stories of record decades" 

Expansion in construction: Be¬ 
cause of the failure of barley harvest the 
agriculture sector did not relatively, do 
well (in 1976, there was a gain of 5.7% 


in this sector). However, expansion in 
construction, electricity and transporta¬ 
tion and other social service items had 
compensated for the shortcomings in the 
other areas. Total social services spend¬ 
ings rose by 22 8%,—twice than that 
of 1976. 

1976 was the last year of South. Korea's 
Third Five Year Plan. Inspite of the dislo¬ 
cation caused by the oil crisis and the 
world recession the plan achieved an 
average annual increase in real GNP of 
10.9% compared with a target of 8 6%. 
As planned industry's share in growth 
was considerable, enlarging its share of 
the total growth from 21.7% in 1971 to 
30.7% five years later. Exports advanced 
at an average annual rate of 46 2% 
compared with a target of 24 3% 

In view of the good performance, the 
Government had revised the Fourth Five 
Year Plan (1977-1981). The average 
annual target growth rate is now set at 
9 2% while the mining and manufactur¬ 
ing growth projection has been raised 
from an annual average of 1 3.6% to 14.2% 
and the exports target readjusted to 
SI 4,165 mn by 1981. The level of foreign 
exchange resources in the final year of the 
plan is projected at $4.400mn. 

Bright Future: The Korea Develop¬ 
ment Institute an economic research 
organization affiliated with the Economic 


Planning Board has recently worked out 
a 15-year plan 1977-1991 which en¬ 
visages a record growth in the country's 
GNP of an annual average of 10.1% 
through 1991 with the GNP in that year 
reaching the huge figure of around 
185,134,000 mn Won at the current price 
and 47.826,000 mn Won at the 1975 
constant price. This is presumed to be 
the 20th largest GNP in the world. 

Coming back to the immediate future, 
1978 is likely to be the year of solid 
progress for most of the sectors of the 
Korean economy. As mentioned earlier, 
1977 recorded a ten per cent GNP growth 
rate. 

The Economic Planning Board has 
revised its earlier target upwards and is 
now coming for a growth of 10-11% 
during the year. The export target is set 
at 312.5 billion which will be an increase 
of about 21% as against 27% achieved 
last year. Since there is no prospect of 
any sharp slowdown in the world trade, 
this target appears to be attainable. 

To conclude, a quarter century after 
the Korean war, the South Korean econo¬ 
my has made remarkable strides. In fact 
this seems to be an unique example of a 
fast growing economy. South Korea can 
thus be a source of inspiration to most of 
the Afro-Asian countries in their task of 
building up a self-reliant economy. 




Indian Delegation Impressed 
by Family Planning 

Techniques In Korea 


To implement family planning pro¬ 
grams. first there should be education, 
development of villages as well as cities, 
good communication facilities available, 
determination on the part of the govern¬ 
ment and above all awareness of people. 
Indian Minister of State for Health and 
Family Welfare Jagdambi Prasad Vadav 
said recently 

Minister Yadav visited Korea as a leader 
of a 30-member Indian parliamentary 
delegation groupincludingl 4 healthmini- 
sters of states six members of parliament 
and eight other government officials 
dealing with family planning on the 
second leg of their trip to Thailand. 
Indonesia and Singapore 

Their trip was arranged by the U.N 
Fund for Population Activities (UNFPA), 
he said to see and study family planning 
in various countries and get good ideas 
of each country on family planning 
programs 

At a press conference held before he 
and his party departed for Singapore. 
Minister Yadav said "The most striking 
features I have seen in Korea were the 
high literacy rate and people's awareness 
of family planning " 

"Even the villagers in rural areas 
seemed to be motivated and particularly 
the motivation of women was amazing," 
he said citing voluntary organizations' 
activities for development of villages. 


The idea of organizations of voluntary 
groups such as mother's clubs and 
Saemaul Undong (New Community 
Movement) were worth being applied in 
India the leader of the Indian delegation 
commented. "The Saemaul Movement 
seemed good for family planning as the 
community," he continued. 

As is well known, India is one of the 
most populous country in the world To 
cope with the ever-increasing population 
growth. Minister Yadav said. "The Indian 
government adopted family planning as a 
national policy in 1952.” The principal 
aim was "to give, through the existing 
government hospitals and new clinics, 
advice on family planning to those who 
came to seek it and to conduct on a 
limited scale research in different aspects 
of family planning—medical, technical 
and motivational." he continued. 

Owing to the government's conti¬ 
nued efforts to curb the population 
growth. "India's sterilization figures finally 
reached nine million during 1977 and 
1978 Only three years aga the figure was 
no more than 1,300,000," the Indian 
minister explained 

One event of great significance which 
should accelerate the pace of progress in 
the course of time is the launching of the 
Rural Health Scheme on Oct 2, 1977. 
Under the scheme in three years' time 
every village (there are 5,800,000 villages 


in India) should have a community health 
worker of its own. 

The health minister further said "This 
worker belongs to the village # in which he 
has to work He is not a government 
functionary. Nearly 30.000 such voluntary 
workers have already been trained. Their 
responsibilities include promotion of the 
positive concept of health, promotion 
of health education, treatment of minor 
ailments and promotion of the family 
welfare program." 

Asked about future plans for family 
planning in India Minister Yadav answer¬ 
ed "An operational plan has been drawn 
up to bring down the birth rate to 30 per 
thousand by 1982 or by 1983. According 
to this plan it will be necessary To enroll 
25 million more persons for voluntary 
sterilization and five million women for 
insertion of IUD during the next five 
years The number of users of convention¬ 
al contraceptives including oral pills, 
should simultaneously go up from the 
present 2.800,000 to 6 million " 

Additionally. India also has launched 
schemes aimed at providing functional 
literacy to 100 million persons in the 15- 
35 age group over six years, promoting 
agriculture diversifying industry and ex¬ 
panding communication and banking 
facilities in rural areas Minister Yadav 
further explained. 


Indian Expert Lauds Saemaul 


"Korea is eligible to take a major role 
in international social welfare projects 
in Asian countries with its fast growth 
tempo and successful community deve¬ 
lopment program," said Sharad D 
Gokhale of India secretary-general of 
the Asia and Western Pacific Regional 
Office of the International Council on 
Social Welfare 

He said in an interview with The 
Korea Times the Saemaul in Korea was a 
good example of village development for 
many Asian countries on his second visit 
to Korea. 

He said "Rural development is signi¬ 
ficant in developing countries such as 
Korea where the pace of growth is 
different by areas. It can help to reduce the 
^aps between developed and less-deve¬ 


loped areas. 

"It can be also a means of giving every 
resident an opportunity to make decisions 
in their society by themselves as well as 
guaranteeing the fruits of their participa¬ 
tion." 

He stressed today's community deve¬ 
lopment is not a mere result of technology 
development It should be accompanied 
by "development within," he said. "This 
means," he went on to say, "development 
calls for changes in people's attitude. 
Material achievement is no longer the 
touchstone of development What mat¬ 
ters in today's development is the quali¬ 
tative aspect not the quantitative one. 

Dr. Gokhale, who works at the same 
time as assistant secretory-general of the 
International Council on Social Welfare, 


said "Previously social welfare programs 
in these countries were restricted to 
specific groups for leprosy, juvenile 
delinquency and the like but more 
and more they are turning qualitative 
service to normal persons. 

"As a result the concept of social wel¬ 
fare moves into a broader one social 
development." 

Another noticeable feature in Asian 
countries which he noted was "the 
increasing non-institutional groups". 

He said "Previously people were cap¬ 
tured by the dogma that all social pro¬ 
blems can be solved by law. Today we 
can see a number of volunteer groups 
such as daycare centers or recreation 
centers. They come up with creative 
purposes for instance helping lonely 



grandfathers in isolation." 

In the Western countries the trend of 
social welfare is toward social security 
and insurance. This is slowly coming 
into Asian Countries." 

The International Council of Social 
Welfare is a non-governmental organiza¬ 
tion having 30 memberships on national 
committee. The visiting assistant secretary 
general said it had a wide range of pro¬ 
grams organizing meetings and training 
courses publication and documentation 


In conjunction with UN, ILO, WHO, 
FAO and UNICEF. The Asian-Pacific 
regional office is located in Bombay. 

"Last December, we organized a train¬ 
ing program focused on the case study 
of village movements conducted in five 
Asian countries," he said. "This year, we 
will issue a fact sheet on poverty in Asia. 
For next year announced as World 
Children's Year, we will hold a conference 
shaping the future of our children and 
will make a study of slumsi in Asia jointly 


with the ILO." 

Another main project the I CAW Asia- 
Pacific regional office is to issue books 
on social welfare programs and to make 
a card index on social welfare programs 
and specialists of each member country 
to be available to any researcher who 
needs it he explained. 

Mr Gokhale gave a special lecture 
on current trends in international social 
welfare. 
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Gradual 



Nearly 2,000 years ago, an Indian 
princess made a journey all the way to 
Korea to marry a Korean prince in 
Kimhaa Kyongsang-na'mdo. 

This was In the very early days of the 
Three Kingdoms Period when Korea 
was divided into $illa Paefcche arid 
Koguryo. 

Between Sllla and Paefcche was 
Kaya end this kingdom was where the 
Indian princess came to marry. 

This fact was revealed by historian 
Lee Chong-fci and if it is true as he 
states fat. hi*, book "The Exploration of 
the; KaysKlngdoto." India-Korea rela¬ 
tions have' bean indeed very long' 
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thriving amidst other foreign firms at 
present. 

There were only four Indian busi¬ 
ness firms in 1962 and six in 1969. 
The number has increased six times 
during the last decade. 

Among the pioneer firms Ram's 
International in the Samyoon Building 
in Chungmura Khemenico Corpora¬ 
tion and Dhamanall Co. are still doing 
brisk business. 

"Business really enjoyed its highest 
peak in'1976. Nowjjjre cost <3# living 
is getting higher every day and it is 
hard to keep up whh rising prices; - 
for example one could eat a reason¬ 
ably decent lunch 9pr £00 won some 
tows sga but now town for 2,000 won 
the gdefity is not ttj&fim," said Ram 
Deryaneni of Ram's fhtjsmational who 
has been here the Icthgett of any Indian 
in Korea. 

. It was in 1962 wf^b he first came to 
Koresto stan his bigness and in 1969 
he actually settled* ?down in this 
couito^, ■ 

Chosim Hotel 
lU-lfma'in 196 3agjf hed bean busy 
'in Singapore 


in the region. Asked why he only kept 
the one in Korea he replied that, he 
simply felt at home in Korea unlike 
other countries. 

He feels this mom when he goes out 
to the countryside. He was much 
surprised to see so many things that re¬ 
minded him of his country, especially 
farming utensils plows and sickles. 

He experienced more feelings of 
affinity when he saw the country folks 
stilt clinging to shamanistia beliefs he 
said. 

He attributed such resemblances to 
the common religion Buddhism, .. . . 

Marry of the Indian businessmen to 
Korea are from the area called Sind, 
located in the northwestern pert of 
India slightly below the Puhjfb area 
famous for its abfe *'*• . 

Kaesong In Korea. 

They first started with garments . 
and textiles, end as their business 
grew and they became more experi¬ 
enced the item became more dlvtoei*' 
fied including eiectronic.goods^^'.Vt.'' 

Although businessmen areihe over- 1 
whelming majority thev httoiber, .bf. 
'Indier' residents in otherprefessHOttf Is 
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Deodorization Method 
for Marine Animals 
Developed 

Two amateur scientists Chang Ki- 
whaa 64. Puchoa Kyonggi-do, and 
Lee Jungchoa 49. Pusaa were be¬ 
latedly learned to have succeeded in 
manufacturing non-udorous cod-liver 
oil last year and are now constructing 
a plant in Pusan 

According to business sources, the 
two men have had a patent as of 
March 30 this year for their deodori¬ 
zation method for fish and marine 
animals the first of its kind in the 
world. 

Similar study had been reported 
in Japan years ago. but the reported 


Undersea Cable 

Korea and Japan have agreed to lay 
a 280 km-long undersea communi¬ 
cations cable between the two neigh¬ 
boring countries by the end of 1980. 
Ministry of Communications said. The 
cable system will cross the Korea Strait 
to link the port of Pusan and Hamana 
in Japan. The project costing an esti¬ 
mated 11,000 million won (#22 mil- 


"epoch-making invention" in the de¬ 
odorization of marine animals proved 
'inadequate for utilization." 

Chang Ki-whan maintained the 
non-odorous cod-liver oil and other 
fish oils he and his partners deve¬ 
loped have a lot more nutrition 
than botanical oils now in wide use 
and no bad smell at all. 

Chang, who spent his 20's at a 
sardine canning plant in Hamheung. 
north Korea started to study how to 
deodorize the sickish smell of fish 
which otherwise tastes good. 

Since he started the apparently 
hopeless and unrewarding research 
some 40 years ago, he has experienced 
innumerable hardships and financial 
adversities until quite recently. 

Now his patent for the non-odorous 
cod-liver oil is registered also with the 
Japanese authorities concerned and 
he plans to spread it more widely 

The two aged men, still suffering 
from shortage of capital, are still of 
hope thinking of the day when the oil 
is propagated nationwide and inter¬ 
nationally 


lion), will be jointly financed by the 
two nations on a 50-to-50 basis, 
pfficials said. No exact work schedule 
has been announced but the con¬ 
struction is likely to start around the 
end of this year. They said that a formal 
contract on the multimillion dollar 
project is due soon between Japan's 
Kokusai Denshin Denwa Co. and the 
ministry. The submarine cable system 
will be able to handle 2,700 telephone 
circuits simultaneously* 



Pollution Survey 


A nationwide survey of heavy metal 
contamination will be undertaken on 
farm produce including rice and vege¬ 
tables To be conducted by the 
Ministry of Health and Social Affairs 
in collaboration with the National 
Institute of Health and the Office 
of Rural Development the survey 
is timed with the enforcement of 
an environmental preservation faw. 
Officials said a joint team will mea¬ 
sure the cadium, arsenic and copper 
level in farmland soil as well as 
the pollution impact on farm pro¬ 
ducts caused by minerals and 
chemicals. The survey, to be 
conducted on the basis of the 
World Health Organization-set stan¬ 
dards is designed to establish per¬ 
missible pollution levels in Korea. 

Korean Pianist Wins 
N.Y. Chopin Contest 

Korean pianist Miss Lee Mihae now 
studying music at the Juilliard School 
of Music in New York captured the 
first prize at the 29th Chopin Competi¬ 
tion held in New York* recently, it was 
learned yesterday. 

The 20-year-old sophomore study¬ 
ing piano under Prof. Martin Cannin. 
won the most coveted award compris¬ 
ing 81,000 prize money for her 
competent performance of 10 works 
by Mozart and Chopin. She was 
selected the winner of the first prize 
from among seven finalists at a final 
contest held on June 7, 


Tax Revision Studied To Aid Low Earners 

The government and the ruling party are studying revision of the Income Tax 
Law to reduce the tax burden on the low-income brackets while expanding the 
progressive tax rate for high-income earners. 

Sources of the ruling Democratic Republican Party revealed yesterday that the 
Ministry of Finance is working out a tax program for enactment during the forth¬ 
coming regular National Assembly session opening in September. 

The sources explained that through the tax reform, the tax exemption point will 
be raised to 1 20.000 won per month from the present 100.000 won for a five-mem¬ 
ber family 

The bonus tax-iree point will also be boosted to 480,000 won per year from the 
present 400,000 won. according to the government and the ruling party program 

In the tax rate readjustment the government plan calls for reducing the tax rate 
for those persons earning less than 400,000 won per month while applying a 
progressive rate to income brackets higher than 500,000 won a month. 

The sources explained that the tax reform is mainly aimed at alleviating the tax 
burden on the middle-and low-income classes vulnerable to soaring prices and the 
inflationary spiral 

According to the program an educational expense deduction system will be 
newly instituted so that it can be applied to the education fee for secondary school 
students 
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—*»r? Sang-man 
(left), chairman 
of the Press 
Foundation of 
Asia, talks with 
Indian journalist 
Gour Kishore Ghosh 
(right), the 
winner of the 
first Koh Jai 
Wook Memorial 
Award. Ghosh 
is flanked by his 
wife. The award 
is designed to 
cherish the ideals 
of the late Koh 
Jai-wook, an 
eminent Korean 
journalist. 


The graduate of Yewon Middle 
School in Seoul Miss Lee also was the 
winner of the first prize at the piano 
music division of the May 16 Music 
Competition in 1972. 

Since this Lee continued her study 
in-the United States in 1972, she has 
presented four piano recitals in the 
United States including two recitals 
in New York. 

Among the Korean pianists who 
have won the top honor at the compe¬ 
tition are pianist-conductor Chung 
Myung-hun and Kim Yong-ho who 
are now based in the United States. 


Medical Insurance to Cover 300-Worker Firms in '79 

The Ministry of Health and Social Affairs yesterday decided to expand the medical 
insurance system beginning next year to include enterprises with 300 and more 
employees. 

A total of some two million employees at 1,500 work-places are expected to 
benefit from the plan now applied to firms with 500 and more employees. 

The government's measure prepared under its original policy to expand the bene¬ 
ficiaries yearly, is not expected to affect the management of the enterprises finan¬ 
cially because the employers' share for payment into the scheme will be only 1.5 
per cent 

The Ministry of Health and Social Affairs instructed each city and provincial 
government to report on the present conditions of the workplaces with more than 
300 employees next month 

The ministry also decided to increase the hospitals in populous areas like 
industrial complexes and in remote areas to meet the increasing number of insurance 
subscribers 

At present 560 enterprises are taking part in the medical insurance system and 
some 3,300.000 people including the employees and their families are beneficiaries 

With the government's project to provide medical insurance benefits to govern¬ 
ment officials and school teachers next year, a total of 11,400.000 persons will 
benefit 

The nation's medical insurance system was first enforced in July last year 

Early Paleolithic Era Stone Relics Discovered 

Stone relics which are believed to be handaxes, major tools in the early paleoli¬ 
thic era have been discovered in the estuary of the Hantangang River, Chongok-ri, 
Yonchon-myon, Kyonggi-do The handaxes are known to be non-existent in the 
regions of "chopper-chopping tool" tradition of homo erectus such as China. 
Japan and Korea If the handaxes are proved authentic it means human beings 
existed on the Korean peninsula as early as 300,000 years ago 

This discovery was disclosed yesterday by Prof Kim Wonyong, department of 
archeology. Seoul National University, and Dr Chong Yong-hwa department of 
cultural anthropology, Yeungnam University who have been conducting joint 
research on the prehistoric sites of civilization in the river area 

The professors said they had found some 20 pieces of stone that included 
possibly six handaxes and cleavers believed to be of the mid-Acheulean culture and 
the validity of their conjecture was confirmed through examination of similarities 
with counterparts discovered in France 

Prof Chong said with his discovery Korea had become one of the rare regions 
that belong to the earliest cultures of the human race 

The stone implements found in the Hantan-gang area are supposed to be made of 
quartzite by apemen who lived in this part of the world, the professor said 

Chong said the tools were found in a set and showed elaborate craftsmanship. 



FIRST CAMPUS 
OBSERVATORY—Shown 
above is the astronomical 
observatory which Seoul 
National University (SNU) 
dedicated yesterday after 
21-month construction work 
at its Kwanak-ku campus in 
Seoul. A total of 13 million 
won was invested in the 
construction of the 
observatory wNch is the first 
ever of its kind dedicated by 
a school. The two domes are 
equipped wifa 16-inch 
reflecting telescopes each, 
according to SNU officials. 


Fertilizer Export 

The chemical fertilizer export goal was 
adjusted upward by 37.8 per cent to 
965,000 tons from the original 700,000 
tons projected for this year. Exports of 
domestically manufactured chemical 
fertilizers are administratively regulated 
in line with the local supply require¬ 
ment Officials at the Ministiy of Com¬ 
merce and Industry said that the export 
goal hike was to take advantage of 
the steadily growing demand for 
chemical fertilizers in the overseas 
market and “deepen" Korea's hold no 
its existing overseas sales market.! 




Exhibition of 
Korean Paintings 

at 

Bangalore 


An exhibition of Korean Paintings, dolls, handicrafts and photographs organized by the Embassy of the Republic of Korea in 
India in association with HMT Bangalore was held in Bangalore from June 12 to June 20th 

Governor Govmd Naram, the Governor of Karnataka while inaugurating the exhibition said that cultural exhibitions were a 
pleasant introduction to the ways of life of other societies 

Commenting on some of the paintings on display. Mr Narain said that they were "surprisingly modern" and represented vivid 
expressions of the country's traditional mores 

Mr. Bum Suk Lee, Ambassador of the Republic of Korea in India who welcomed the gathering said that cultural exchanges were 
very important for the peoples of different nations to understand each other 

The exhibition attracted huge crowds on all the days. There were endless stream of people from all walks of the life who came to 
see the unique art works from Korea 
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Left: The Governor of Karnataka H.E. Mr 
Govind Narain delivering his inaugural 
address on the occasion of the opening 
ceremony of the exhibition of Korean 
Genre Paintings, handicrafts at 
Bangalore on 12th June. Seated from 
left are Madame Lee, Mr Kurup of 
H M.T., Mrs Govind Narain, H.E. Bum 
Suk Lea Ambassador of the Republic 
Of Korea in India and Mr P.S. Banerjee. 
Chairman H.M.T, 











Mr A.K. Ghosh, Managing 
Director of Prentice Hall of 
India New Delhi is seen here 
presenting H.E. Mr Bum Suk 
Lee, Ambassador of the 
Republic of Korea in India 
with a copy of "Koradh 
Phoneix" at a function held 
to release the book on 13 th 
July at the Banquet hail, 
Ashoka Hotel. 


GOVERNOR’S ADDRESS 


(Following are excerpts from the 
Governor H.E Mr Govind Narain's 
speech on the occasion of the Art 
exhibition —Editor) 

Your Excellency Bum Suk Lee. 
Ambassador to India of the Republic 
of Korea, Madame Lee, Sri P.S. Banerjee. 
Ladies and Gentlemen. 

May I extend at the very outset my 
wife's and my grateful thanks to your 
Excellency for the kind words of welcome 
extended to us It is a great pleasure for 
me to inaugurate this Exhibition of 
Korean Genre Painting* Dolls. Handi¬ 
crafts. and Photographs organised by 
your Embassy. I understand that the 
Exhibition has been held earlier at 
Bombay and Madras, and is likely to be 
held a few months later at Delhi. It is 
a fine opportunity for people in Bangalore 
to get acquainted with the Fine Arts 
of the Republic of Korea as well as get 
an idea of the customs and manners of 
its people. India enjoys very friendly 
relations with the Republic of Korea and 
such exhibitions contribute a great deal 
to further the existing goodwill and 
understanding between the two coun¬ 
tries. 

There are historic links between India 


and Korea. It was towards the end of the 
fourth century A.D. that Buddhism of 
the Mahayana form reached Korea. It 
became well established and was the 
dominant faith for over a thousand years. 
I understand that even thereafter it 
continues to be practised there fairly 
widely. The grotto near Kyongju known 
as Sokkuram contains one of the most 
majestic images of the Buddha to be 
found in the East. There are common 
sentiments and beliefs all over the orient. 
Several of the motifs in the graphic arts 
of Korea are familiar like the Lotus and 
the Deer. In recent years, there have been 
exchanges of trade delegations and there 
are bright prospects of the development 
of economic relations to mutual ad¬ 
vantage. 

The major section in the exhibition 
deals with paintings of the Minhwa 
School. Though Minhwa means folk 
painting* these paintings are not paint¬ 
ings created by common folk, exhibi¬ 
ting popular culture without sophisti¬ 
cation. Most of them come from acade¬ 
mic and professional painters. By Genre 
painting* we usually understand paint¬ 
ings of everyday life of the kind that 
developed in the 17th century particularly 
in Holland and was further exemplified 
in the work of artists like Hogarth in 


England in the next century. 

In the other sections of the exhibi¬ 
tion we find graphic glimpses of the 
customs and manners of the Korean 
people. The lovely dolls display tradi¬ 
tional costumes and those with modern 
modifications. There is exquisite artistry 
in the mother-of-pearl in-laid for lac¬ 
quer-ware. There is an amazing combi¬ 
nation of grandeur with delicacy in the 
replica of the golden crown recovered 
from an ancient Silla tomb. The photo¬ 
graphy section brings us to modern 
Korea. We have enchanting landscapes 
of awesone mountain* impressive glimp¬ 
ses of urban development as in Seoul and 
interesting scenes of industrial expansion. 

All in all the exhibitioa while it is 
a feast for the eyet serves as a most 
pleasant introduction to«the ways of life 
of the Korean people. It is a bridge of 
friendship between the people of India 
and the people of the Republic of Korea. 

I have great pleasure in inaugurating the 
exhibition and I very much hope that 
large numbers of people wilt seize this 
opportunity not only to acquaint them¬ 
selves with Korean life and art but also 
to enjoy some of the most exquisite 
creations in the field of art. 









Better Housing Drive For Rural Areas 


The whole look of the nation's country¬ 
side is now rapidly changing as the 
farmers are going further with their pro¬ 
ject for improving their old-fashioned 
houses. What they are doing this time is 
not to simply give partial repairs to their 
houses but to destroy old houses and 
establish new modern-style ones on their 
places. 

The movement which was kicked off 
simultaneously across the country this 
year, is for replacing "bad houses" such 
as shacks with "good ones" to furnish 
"better, pleasant living environment" to 
the residents. The new houses are expect¬ 
ed to be roofed with tiles rather than use 
straw and have modern-style kitchens, 
bathrooms and lavatories. Wide windows 
to furnish more sunlight and ventilation 
is another requirement. 

The housing improvement drive was 
motivated by the government's decision 
to provide soft loans fa them to help re¬ 
shape their houses if their houses were 
thought to be 'Improper" fa living. 

The government plan fa the rural 
dwellers was an ambitious one. It seeks 
to provide loans fa a total of 60.500 
farm households of the country to help 
them finish improving their homes this 
year. The number of households are 
scattered in 788 of the nation's 35.000 
villages according to the Ministry of 
Home Affairs. 


The ministry makes it a rule to provide 
20 per cent of the required construction 
costs to the owners of shabby houses in 
those areas. Priority order is in favour for 
those rural residents who have paid dues 
fa five months to a housing savings 
fund in an agricultural bank What seems 
to be pleasing the farmers is the condi¬ 
tions under which they have to pay the 
money back 

They are to repay at an annual interest 
rate of 11 per cent over 15 years after a 
grace period of five years. 

With a*view to earning more voluntary 
participation by the farmers in the pro¬ 
ject the government grants housing tax 
privileges to those among them to take 
part in it. They will be exempted from 
payment of property taxes for five years 
and housing acquisition ana registration 
taxes will be waived. 

Such a favorable conditioning has 
greatly stimulated the interests of the 
farmers who had been imbued with a 
feeling of desperation in tackling aspira¬ 
tion for reshaping their old houses owing 
to financial difficulties. 

Thanks to the "ardent participation" 
by the rural dwellers, a senia Ministry 
of Home Affairs official says the project 
has made "remarkable" success this year 
"This year's target has already been 
achieved by 90 per cent"* he says. Besides 
the 501500 households to join the cam¬ 


paign with government-given loans a 
total of 17,390 households will reshape 
their houses this year purely with their 
own investments 

The campaiga which was once re¬ 
ferred to by Minister of Home Affairs 
Kim Chi-yol as a "revolution" in the 
nation's r ural housing development is 
expected to grow in intensity and vigor 
beginning next year 

The campaigners will accelerate their 
movement with a view to having 476.110 
more houses rebuilt during 1979-1981 
This means that one out of every six 
farming-area houses will be renewed by 
the target year 1981 The nation now 
has a total of 4.734.000 houses and out 
of the total 2,956,000 are located in the 
farming regions, according to the statis¬ 
tics compiled at the ministry. 

By the target year, according to the 
ministry officials all of the farming 
households will come to have comfort¬ 
able houses whose building spaces are 
vaster than 15 pyong (a pyong is equi¬ 
valent to 3.3 sq. m.). 

The housing development program 
is only one of the various efforts the 
nation is making to improve the whole 
living environment of the agricultural 
regions. The government-led "historic 
undertaking" also seeks to improve pub¬ 
lic utilities facilities, road network and to 
(Continued to page 18) 
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Folk Tales of Korea 


(Folktales reflect the dreams, 
wishes and lives of the people 
who produce and narrate them. 
A renowned Korean folklorist 
cites some of Korea's ancient 
tales that seem to defy con¬ 
ventional classification. Born 
in 1903. he graduated from 
the Department of Philosophy 
of former Seoul National Uni¬ 
versity and taught in the Uni¬ 
versity's College of Education 

Research into Korean folk¬ 
tales remainsstaananttoday not 
because the country lacks a rich 
heritage of such tales but be¬ 
cause there has not been enou¬ 
gh field work done to collect 
them The folktales collected so 
far, both in bibliographies and 
out do not exceed 10,000, in 
eluding possible variants—a 
small number compared to oth¬ 
er nations, some of which has 
recorded more than 60,000 
Yet if one attempted to clas¬ 
sify Korea's folktales according 
to the FF (folklore fellow) 
communications system, they 
would cover the full gamut of 
motifs and types, leading to 
assume that Korea's folktales 
encompass the whole spectrum 
of folktale characteristics from 
around the world. 

To summarize briefly the 
characteristics of Korea's folk- 
' tales is difficult since their study 
is still in its infancy. However, 
some examples can furnish a 
glimpse into their fascinating 
world 

Example 1 

An old maa having no son 
but one daughter, adopted a 
boy from the family of a distant 
relative. He eventually married 


tor 22 years. served for 

many yews as pSfafdent of the 
Korean Psychotdjtfcal Society, 
the Korean Cuptfrel Anthro¬ 
pological Socket and the 
Korean Mentpi; Hygiene 
Society. Over thepast 50 years, 
he himself has .Canvassed the 
country to collect more than 
3,000 Korean. folktales. 

— Editor) 


off his daughter with large 
dowry, and gave his foster son 
his own separate plot of land 
when he married. Then the old 
man settled down to spend the 
rest of his life on some property 
of his own. 

One day, out taking a walk, 
the old man called on his 
daughter. She was working at a 
hemp loom Seeing him come 
in, she exclaimed, "Oh, father, 
what has brought you here? It's 
quite rare for you to visit, but I 
am now so busy working at the 
loom. What a pity that I can't 
take time to prepare a lunch 
for you . " Uttering these 

words, she remained in her 
room without even beckoning 
him in. Angered by such a 
reception, the old man turned 
and left. 

On his way back home, he 
dropped in on his foster son's 
home. The young man's wife 
was starching some hemp. See¬ 
ing her father-in-law, she stop¬ 
ped her work and ushered him 
into the house. She called out 
to her husband to get some 
wine and then went to the kit¬ 
chen to prepare a meal, even 
butchering a breeding hen with 
which to treat the old man. 

This tale reflects one aspect 


By VIM SUK JAY 


of Korea's family relations. Ko¬ 
rean society is of a paternal 
structure, in which daughters— 
even though direct descendants 
—cannot carry on the family 
line. Daughters become "out¬ 
siders" once they have wed. 
This tale illustrates the distor¬ 
tion of innate human emotions 
which can occur toward family 
members after marriage. How¬ 
ever, the tale sometimes in¬ 
clude this subsequent scene. 

Sometime later, the old man 
sent his daughter a funeral no¬ 
tice. Upon receiving it, she ru¬ 
shed toward her father's house 
and, as she approached, began 
wailing at the top of her lungs. 

"A/go. aigo (Woe is mei)! 
My poor father! When you 
visited me the other day, I 
stopped working at the loom 
and prepared a lunch, butcher¬ 
ing a breeding hen. You ate the 
lunch heartily and promised to 
give me the farmland in front 
of your house and other fertile 
fields. Your promises are still 
ringing in my ears, and now you 
are gone! What a sorrow and 
what a pity! Aigo. aigo. father, 
how shall I live from now on, 
relying on whom ... ?” 

Hearing these words, the 
father, lying in his death bed, 
suddenly raised himself up 
shouting, "You wench, what 
are you saying? When in the 
world did you cook a breeding 
hen for me? You were pretend¬ 
ing to work at the loom and 
never even came out or beck¬ 
oned me in or even gave me a 
cool drink of water! What an 


ingenious liar! Though I sent 
out the funeral notice, did you 
really believe that I was dead?" 
After his howling, the daughter 
retorted, 'Then, did you really 
take my tears and wailing to be 
genuinely from my heart?" And 
with that she turned around 
and never looked back. 

Example II 

There lived a poor old woman 
who was barren Somehow, 
however, she gave a birth in her 
old age—not to a child, but to 
a snake. When he grew up, 
he decided he wanted to marry 
a daughter of the rich family 
which lived in front of his house. 
His mother tried to dissuade 
him, saying "You are from a 
poor family, and besides, you 
are a snake, so such a proposal 
is preposterous" He insisted, 
however, and finally his mother 
reluctantly conveyed her son's 
proposal to the rich family 

The rich man had three 
daughters. He called them out 
and asked them who of them 
would be wed to a snake. The 
first and second daughters de¬ 
clined on the spot but the third 
daughter agreed to follow the 
advice of her father. 

Thus they were married, and 
on the wedding night, the 
groom emerged from his bath 
as a most handsome man. Whe/i 
the two elder daughter saw 
him, they began to be jealous 
of their younger sister. One day, 
the snake-husband said he was 
going to a faraway place to 
study, and entrusting his snake- 
skin to his wife, asked herto gu¬ 
ard it very carefully, adding that 
he would never return if she 
burned or lost it. His wife put 
the skin in the neckband of her 


blouse. 

After he left, the two elder 
girls took the skin away from 
their younger sister and threw 
it into the fire, saving such hor¬ 
rid things should be destroyed. 
The smell of the burning snake- 
skin spread everywhere, even 
to the place where the husband 
was studying Smelling the 
odor, he sensed that his wife 
had not lived up to her promise, 
and he never returned home. 

After waiting for her husband 
for many years, his wife finally 
set out to look for him On her 
way, when she asked for help, 
she was offered directions only 
in return for doing heavy and 
difficult work She washed 
mounds of laundry, toiled in 
the fields, threshed rice and did 
much arduous work 

At last she found her hus¬ 
band, but he was living with 
another woman. To choose 
between the two women, he 
selected some very difficult 
tasks, and told them that who¬ 
ever completed the tasks better 
would be his wife. His original 
wife did the work well, but the 
second wife, being very flip¬ 
pant would not. Thus, the bride 
was able to live with her true 
love once again. 

This tale is a Korean counter¬ 
part of the Greek story of Cupid 
and Psyche. They share the 
motif of a beauty, loved by a 
supernatural man, who loses 
him because she cannot obey 
his commands, and then re¬ 
gains his love after overcoming 
a number of difficulties. 

Of course, the narrations 
and contexts of the tales differ 
since the cultures and histories 
of the two countries are not the 
same. With all its flights of 


imagination, the Korean story 
does not exceed the mundane 
sphere of human life, while the 
Greek tale has human beings 
mingling with Gods, and ele¬ 
vates men to the ranks of 
deities. 

The Korean version of Cupid 
and Psyche has some varia¬ 
tions. One diverges at the point 
when the snakeskin is burnt: 

Because the burning smell 
was so strong the husband 
took his wife and moved to 
another place. The procession 
was so colourful that the two 
elder daughter again became 
very jealous of their younger 
sister. As the procession moved 
further away, they climbed up 
on the fence, and then on to the 
roof, and when the procession 
was out of sight the sisters— 
stretching their necks as much 
as they could to see the sight— 
were turned into mushrooms. 
In the summer rainy season in 
Korea mushrooms can be seen 
growing on the rooftops, and 
they are said to be those elder 
daughters, who were seeing off 
their younger sister, full of 
jealously. 

This variant also carries a 
similar motif to the type of 
Cupid and Psyche, but still 
carries other distinct elements. 
Of course, folktales can become 
transformed into entirely dif¬ 
ferent stories while they are 
narrated, and thus cannot be 
classified simply by a routine 
categorization of motifs. And a 
further excavation of Korean 
folktales would most likely re¬ 
veal a rich vein of the people's 
ethos that has been passed 
down from generation to gene¬ 
ration. 


INDIAN COMMUNITY 
IN SEOUL 

(Continued from page 9) 

The Indian Overseas Bank opened 
its Seoul branch last September, 
marking a change of atmosphere in 
the Indian community as well as 
Korean society. 

Three bank officials have been 
added to the community There are 
also some students who came under 
government scholarships. mostly 
studying Korean history and language 
Two Indians are working for the 


United Nations Development Pro¬ 
gram. There is one professor at the 
Hankook University of Foreign Studies 
Indians in Korea have contributed 
much to the welfare of retarded chil¬ 
dren in Korea Ram Daryanani and 
some of his Indian friends adopted 
Korean girls two years ago and are 
sending them to school. 

They have also donated many 
clothes to the Seoul Children's Muni¬ 
cipal Hospital located near Sajik 
park and have supported the Vurm 
orphanage in Manguri for many years 
Some of them belong to the New 


Seoul Lions' Club and are active in the 
club's public welfare programs. As 
its latest project the club is planning 
to establish an eye bank for blind 
people the first of its kind in Asia. They 
have collected a total of three million 
won and hoped to raise up to 18 
million won. 

Ninety percent of Indians are living 
in foreigners residential blocks in 
Hananm-dong and Itawon-dong. 
However, as the demand for exclusive 
foreigner's apartments is ever*increas¬ 
ing. newcomers must go to private- 
run apartments. 


RURAL HOUSING 

(Continued from page 15) 

introduce more manufacturing plants at 
the rural regions. A 10-year ambitious 
afforestration project is another power¬ 
ful measure to beef up the prosperity of 
the agricultural residents. 

Increased Income: It was in 1976 
that the government determined to study 
the feasibility of waging a drive to reshape 
the living environment in those areas 
"The average annual income of a farming 
household exceeded that of an urban 
one in 1973 This led us to study the 


The Sejong Cultural Center's 
opening arts festival celebrating 
the inauguration of the arts hall 
in Seoul closed last month, with 
the presentation of the last of the 
two brilliant concerts by the visit¬ 
ing New York Philharmonic Or¬ 
chestra as the climax to the three- 
month arts festival. 

The first-ever arts festival featur¬ 
ing some 10,000 performers in¬ 
cluding 3,136 foreign performers 
at the apex of their careers from 
15 countries, has proved to be a 
resounding success in that it won 
hearty applause from Korean au¬ 
diences and has won international 
understanding of Korea which is 
now emerging as a "thriving" 
country as Time magazine describ¬ 
ed her in its recent issue devoting 
considerable space to Korea and 
the arts event as "a dazzling dis¬ 
play of conspicuous cultural con¬ 
sumption." 

Such big names in the cultural 
sectors of the worfd as the Royal 


feasibility of the program," a responsible 
official says 

The Ministry of Home Affairs put into 
action a small-scale housing program on 
a trial basis in the same year and reshaped 
a total of 680 houses in 97 villages. In the 
following year, the program was so 
expanded as to complete the reconstruc¬ 
tion of 15,690 houses located near the 
major expressways and tourism sites 

The housing program according to an 
official has been conducive not only 
to improving the living environment of 
the farmers but also to reviving the 
sense of self-confidence in their minds 


Ballet with Dame Margot Fonteyn, 
the Parma, Italy Teatro Regio 
Opera Company from Italy, the 
Vienna Opera Company from 
Austria, the Philadelphia Orches¬ 
tra, Solingen Wupperhofer Men's 
Chorus from Germany enlivened 
the festival programs with their 
top-notch artists' inspiring per¬ 
formances on the stages of the 
main and small halls each seats 
4,200 and 530, at the center. 

According to a recent statistics 
made by the center's festival 
committee, some 265,000 audien¬ 
ces enjoyed the festival programs 
purchasing some 80 per cent of 
tickets available for programs for 
main hall and about 70 per cent 
for the small hall. This means that 
the proceeds from ticket sales 
amounted to 800,000,000 won. 

Winning international attention 
to the festival, the three-month- 
long event was widely covered 
by some 70 papers including 
The Times, and Le. Soir in the 


"Farmers have been relatively poo 
traditionally They have been regarded as 
being the last group of people who arc 
to have their houses rebuilt There ha: 
been a tendency among them to easilt 
resort to the sense of resignation anc 
give up their dream of having new 
homes." a campaigner says 

But now. the campaigner says, the 
situation has totally changed "The hous¬ 
ing drive has planted a strong sense oi 
pride and confidence in the minds ol 
farmers. They are now thinking of buying 
modern-style electric gadgets or fur¬ 
niture to fit their new homes " 


world, major weeklies such as 
Time and Canada Broadcasting 
Corp. The Times, for example, 
reported that "Because of the 
Koreans' new-found aggression 
the cultural center may well turn 
Seoul into the natural stopping 
-off point between Europe and the 
West Coast of America." 

Such prominent artists as 
French baritone Gerard Souzay, 
harpist Nicarnor Zabaleta, G.E.B. 
Coe. representative of the Royal 
Ballet and French cellist Pierre 
Fournier who presented their recit¬ 
als at the center expressed their 
sure joy of preforming in the 
"most beautiful hall in the world" 
in their letters to thft Seoul City 
government when they returned 
to their homes recently. 

What can be considered of 
immense importance during the 
festival was the fact that the 
performances by the invited 
Korean and foreign artists includ¬ 
ing Korean violinists Kim Young- 
uck, MisS Chung Kyung-hwa and 
cellist Chung Myung-hwa gave 
great impetus to the Koreans. 


3- Month Festival Ends 
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Facility Investment 


Private enterprises' investments in 
productive facilities are expected to 
amount to 1,832,400 million won 
during this year, an increase of some 
50 per cent over last year. The Feder¬ 
ation of Korea industries recently con¬ 
ducted a survey of private industrial 
establishments to formulate an in¬ 
vestment projection for the current 
year. By nature of investment the 
projected total comprises 21.6 per 


cent for new installation 71.3 per cent 
for replacement and the rest for repair 
and other purposes. 

The industrial line which shows the 
highest investment increase rate of 
164.8 per cent over last year is the 
one for production of non-metallic 
goods followed by the petrochemical 
industry-related production which is 
expected to see a projected investment 
increase of 129 4 per cent. 


Income Rise Surpasses Price Rate 

The increase rate of monthly incomes for urban wage earners has surpassed that 
for expenditure 

A survey by the Economic Planning Board showed recently that the monthly 
household income of urban wage earners during the first quarter of this year 
averaged 134.630 won a ''nominal'' increase of 26.3 per cent over 106,610 won 
during the comparable period of last year, while their average spending amounted 
to 110,540 woa also a rise of 20.7 per cent from previous year's 91,580 won 

In real terms the wage increase rate also surpassed the growth rate of expendi¬ 
ture 14.7 per cent vs. 9.6 per cent the EPB survey showed 

EPB officials attributed this improved income patem to the government campaign 
to increase monthly wages particularly those of low-paying workshops and volun¬ 
tary wage hikes by other companies to help secure able work force. 

According to the EP& private enterprises hiked monthly payments for tfleir 
employees during the cited period by as much as 30.4 per cent 

Despite the income increase the Engel's coefficient remained at 37 8 per cent 
almost the same as the level of 37.9 per cent for last year. 


Capacity Hike Planned 
for Textile Plants 


The government will increase the 
authorized production capacity of key 
textile plants by and large taking into 
account the growing demand for 
textile products. 

Ministry of Commerce and Industry 
officials said that the increase in pro- 
| duction capacities for such textiles and 
\ nylon filament yarn polyster fila¬ 
ment yam and acrylic staple fiber 
necessary to meet the increasing 
demand at home and abroad pn a 
long-range basis. 

v v Tp this end the government will 
;beft> (otpl textile manufacturer* in¬ 
i’ fiif^eniyam' 


production capacity by 40 tons and 
polvester filament yarn production 
capacity by 45 tons by 1980. 

Additionally, production capacities 
of acrylic staple fiber and 
polyester staple fiber plant wifi also 
be expanded by 26 tons each, 
they said. 

In the spinning and weaving areas, 
cotton spinning and worsted wool 
Spinning plant facilities will be in¬ 
creased by additional 600,000 and 
150,000 spindles respectively between 
now and 1980 according to the 
ministry plan. 


Steel Mills 

The Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry is known to have decided to 
promote construction of two in¬ 
tegrated iron and steel mills each with 
an annual rated capacity of 12 million 
tons on a crude steel basis. This decis¬ 
ion officials said, was prompted by a 
long-term estimate on steel demand by 
the Korea Development Institute (KDI). 
The analysis shows that the nation will 
face a shortage of 6.100,000 tons in 
1982 and 16 million tons in 1986 
unless efforts are made to increase this 
supply of iron and steel products. i 

The estimate of the shortages is on I 
the presupposition that Pohang In¬ 
tegrated Iron and Steel Mill will com¬ 
plete its fourth-phase expansion pro¬ 
ject by 1981 to boost its annual 
production capacity to 8.500.000 tons 
from the current 5,500.000 tons. 
Pohang the first integrated iron and 
steel maker in Korea is likely to under¬ 
take the construction of the second 
complex, while Hyundai Shipbuilding 
and Heavy Industries Co the third one 

State Firm to Oversee 
Oil Development Sector 

The government was reported yes¬ 
terday to have decided to establish the 
Korea Oil Development Corporation 
within this year. 

Informed sources at the Ministry 
of Energy and Resources said that 
special laws will be enacted soon 
through consultations with the mini¬ 
stries concerned to pave the way for 
, the establishment of the new corpora¬ 
tion. 

The initial capital of the oil corpora¬ 
tion is tentatively set at 80,000 million 
woa according to the sources. 

When established sometime toward 
the end of this year, the corporation 
will take up such key functions as the 
exploration of the nation s continental 
shelf oil resources and construction of 
new oil refineries. 

The construction of the -central 
terminal station (CTS) will also be 
handled by the corporation they 
added. 
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lW irreugurRiion of Korea's 
first Atomi c Power Plant jjt : kori 
on 20thJuly, 19,78byFtesidem ' 
Parte Ctiufig Hee marks a prolific 
turning point in South Korea's 
. march towards industrial ad' 
vancement and self sufficiency in , 
sophisticated technology. : ' 

The chief executive while, de¬ 
dicating the nation's first Atomic 
Power Plant emphasised that "we 
dedicate our first Atomic Power 
Plant to make a significant 
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monument in thettdtfreto'ofour' 
national modem izatfort and re¬ 
nascence". 

'This achieveirwithaaccme 
after decades and years ,of hard 
work, forceful imagination in ... 
pianmhg and a missionary zeal to 
see Korea bn the nuclear map of 
.Tthe^prfd^which-.ehefs today— 
'hei%'tfid;4lst co^f^ : ^n',the'- 
woridand seconder* €»st Asia 
to have an Atomic POWer Plant 
The significance.of such a re¬ 
markable feat does not neces¬ 
sarily lie in having a nuclear 


•■'Fower pfint butinthefact tbay&v^. 
small country could rise - 
gallantly from the debris.ofwar oi'.'. 
; -to attain this magnitudewitHii*- v 
• -such a shod lime. . V„ • • -JV. 

Whenalf around today wd'fee'j-’rv! 
rancour and hatred,this rtewA , V x, 
achievement has brought ta-the .' v 
people of the Republic of Korea/-; ’ 
a new sense of confidence which 
. Ohs feels will generate rpore' 
electricity and more-power Tot; 
both industrial and social ' ! 

benefit. '■i-, 



Korea entfi.'d 
the nuclear era •' * 

with the inaugura- ! 
tion of its first | 
nudeai power p|| 
plant at Kori This , 
is a remarkable achievement 
considering that two decades ago 
it was a nation struggling to emerge 
out of the ashes of the Korean War 
The nuclear plant not only symbolises 
an era of achievement but also 
speaks highly of the Korean people — 
their honesty, hard work and per¬ 
severance. 

The full story inside will enlighten 
readers (Article on page 4) 


Years have elapsed since the 
Korean War ended and the rattle of 
Gunfire quietened down —but the 
tension, the uneasiness hangs over 
the people of Korea like the sword 
of Damocles 

Few people on 
fb&M, A earth will ever ex- 
-did perience being 
f neighbour to one’s 

k*.!^ gBwl o wn brother who 
. «■-» . J is bent on war, 

destruction and the eroding of all 
saner values of life Inspite of all 
these, the Republic of Korea has 
advanced tremendously. 

(Article on page 6) 


Front Cover: One of the five major temples in Korea. Poochu^& yA&i' 
■! built in the year &53 end has been designed a national park 
nafionai-treasures am preserved at the temple, including Patsangjon Halit. • 
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Park Hails Advent of Nuke Era 

Korea’s 1st 

A.Power Plast 
















President Park Chung Hee recently 
said that the nation has just entered "a 
full-fledged nuclear era" with the 
dedication of the nation's first atomic 
power plant at Kori 

President Park said that the dedication 
of the plant, "a monument'' which the 
nation has erected in the course of its 
modernization work will serve as a 
gigantic turning point in the develop¬ 
ment of the nation's science and tech 
nology 

Addressing a dedication ceremony 
at Kori the Chief Executive noted that 
the nation has become the 21st country 
in the world and the second in East 
Asia to operate a nuclear power plant, 
thus promoting the "scientific image 
of Korea" internationally 

President Park further remarked that 
the power plant is the result of modern 
science as well as the concentration of 


In connection with this, he said the 
government has worked out proper mea¬ 
sures under which production of elec¬ 
tricity will be increased to some 20 
million kw by 1986 

In parallel with the long-range elec¬ 
tricity development plan the govern¬ 
ment's efforts will be directed toward 
securing the sources of electricity ne¬ 
cessary for the construction of a highly 
industrialized country and a highly deve¬ 
loped society, he said 

President Park then called on the 
people to be more frugal and industrious 
so as to compete with wealthy and deve¬ 
loped countries "We should turn our 
eyes to the research and development 
of new power resources, such as solar, 
tidal and wind powers. while saving oil 
and electricity", said President Park 
This is the best way to cope with the 
heated struggle for existence and the 



President Park Chung Hee (second from right) inspects the interior of the nation s 
first nuclear plant which he dedicated at Kon 


the nation's efforts on securing technical 
manpower, techniques and funds. 

"As is well knowa the nuclear power 
plant will create no public nuisance or 
pollution and save resources. At the same 
time, the quality of energy produced is 
high said the President. 

THIRD FIRE "Today, the electricity 
produced by nuclear power is called a 
"third fire" and many countries are 
concerned with it". President Park said. 

The demand for electricity has in¬ 
creased by an average of 20 per cent 
per annum in parallel with the growth 
of the national economy over the past 
10 years and is on the increase year by 
year, he noted. 


shortage of resources, he remarked 
The ceremony also marked the start 
of the construction of the nation's Nos. 5 
and 6 nuclear power stations which will 
be completed by 1985 

With the dedication of the power plant 
completed in seven years and four months 
at a cost of 156.070 million won in¬ 
cluding $ 173,900.000 in foreign capital. 
Korea has become the 21st country in 
the world to have a nuclear power station. 
A total of 1.900.000 man-days was 
mobilized during the period, according 
to the Ministry of Energy and Resources 
THE FUTURE Westinghouse Electric 
Corp. of the United States was the main 
contractor for the venture started in 


March 1971 on a turnkey basis. 

The secondary part of the atomic 
power plant with a rated generating 
capacity of 7.000 kw was undertaken 
by GEC of Britain along with other sub¬ 
contractors including Hyundai Construc¬ 
tion Co and Dong Ah Construction and 
Industrial Co of Korea 

The Kori power plant is a pressurized 
light-water nuclear power plant using 
enriched uranium as its main fuel. 

With the Kori power station going 
into full commercial operation, the na¬ 
tion's combined electricity generating 
capacity has increased to 6.590.000 kw 
Needless to say, the plant is expected 
to play an important role in the supply 
of energy in the country 

Atomic energy, it is said has a big 
advantage in terms of production cost, 
and the supply of power can be made on 
a long-range and secure basis 

Power generated by the atomic power 
plant is vitally needed to support the 
expansion Of national industry under the 
ongoing Fourth Five-Year Economic De¬ 
velopment Plan (1977-1981) 

It is because of this need that the 
government plans to build more atomic 
plants in the years to come to increase 
the dependability ratio on nuclear power 
plants from the current 8 9 per cent to 
59 8 per cent by 1981 

The nation's fifth and sixth construc¬ 
tion which began recently on the 
occasion of the formal dedication ot the 
No 1 atomic power statioa are expected 
to go into full commercial operation by 
1984 and 1985 respectively 
Westinghouse Electric Corp is also 
assigned to construct the two atomic 
power plants at a total cost of 990,800 
million won 

Unlike the No 1 atomic power station, 
however, the construction of Nos. 5 
and 6 wil 1 be undertaken on a non¬ 
turnkey basis 

On a long-range basis, the govern¬ 
ment plans to construct 46 atomic power 
plants by the year 2000-25 more than 
the figure envisaged in the original 
energy demand and supply plan. 

In this connection the government 
plans to step up the localization of tech¬ 
nical know-how and equipment needed 
to build such plants 

In fact atomic power plants are quite 
free from pollution problems unlike the 
thermal power plants fueled by oil and 
coal. 

Thanks to sophisticated safety mea¬ 
sures, modern atomic power plants have 
few problems concerning deadly atomic 
radiation. 
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As opposed to North Korea the 
ROK's reunification strategy is based on 
a non-violent solution to the historic 
problem combined with free all-Korean 
elections But as South Korea's national 
strength and purpose have grown in the 
past decade and a half so its reunification 
objectives must be set in the context of 
internal and foreign policy objectives 

Internally, the primary emphasis as we 
have seen, is national security, stability 
and modernisation Thus, while the ROK 
government would like to see Korea 
reunified through elections and negotia¬ 
tion. it believes that this goal is essentially 
a long-term one Only in this perspective 
can Park's reunification policy be under¬ 
stood 

Accordingly, in 1970, as economic 
growth and continuing political stability 
gave the country growing confidence 
Park issued a new policy statement on 
reunification on 15th August of that 
year, the 25th anniversary of the libera¬ 
tion from Japan He suggested that the 

These excerpts are from a com¬ 
parative study of South and North 
Korea's reunification poMcy, taken 
from the "Two Korea's in conflict: 
a comparative study" by David Rees 
from the 'Conflict Studies' series 
published by the Institute for the 
study of conflict, London — EDITOR 

DPRK cease its aggressive policy against 
the South, and that the two States begin 
a peaceful competition to see which 
system could provide the better society 

The abortive Red Cross talks and the 
equally abortive creation of the North- 
South Coordinating Committee followed 
this initiative But on 23rd June. 1973. 
as it was becoming plain that North 
Korea's "peace offensive” held little, 
promise of any concrete resulta Park 
issued a new statement on reunification 
which went further than any previous 
initiative The President suggested that 
not only would the South welcome trade 
and other contacts with non hostile 
Communist countries but that the ROK 
would no longer object to North Korean 
membership of the UN provided this 
would not harm future chances for unity 
and peace in Korea itself This was a 
major policy shift for the ROK, aimed 
also, of course, at maximising its own 
international leverage. 

Two months later, Pyongyang broke 
off the North-South Coordinating Com¬ 
mittee talks and openly resumed its 
previous belligerent posture towards the 
South, with its quite explicit strategy 
of reunification through forcible revolu¬ 
tion and war. Any meaningful dialogue 
seemed at an end but on 15th August 


1974 Park maintained his own "peace 
initiative" by stating Three Basic Princi¬ 
ples for Peaceful Reunification, a position 
which continues to form the essence of 
of ROK's policy on the subject 
(i) Peace should be firmly established 
on the Korean Peninsula A mutual 
non-agression pact should be con¬ 
cluded between North and South 
(n) North and South should open their 
doors to each other, and should 
pursue a sincere dialogue 
(m) Free yeneial elections should be 
held throughout Korea under super¬ 
vision Representation should be 
in direct proportion to population, 
thereby achieving reunification 
Since that date the North has continued 
with its militant posture, while welco¬ 
ming President Cartel's decision to with¬ 
draw US ground forces (but not air and 
naval forces) from South Korea And 
it should be noted that it was during this 
speech on 15th August 1974 that Park's 


Despite the intense ideological, poli¬ 
tical and economic rivalry between the 
two Korea's no issue arouses more emo 
tion and debate than that of reunification 
Ever since the birth of the two States in 
1948, each has claimed jurisdiction over 
the whole peninsula During the war of 
1950-53 Kim II Sung's armies occupied 
almost the whole of South Korea except 
for the Pusan perimeter. When the tide 
of war turned in September 1950 South 
Korean troops, under UN sanction swept 
north and actually reached the Yalu river 
at Chosan The subsequent intervention 


wife was killed by a North Korean 
assassin so illustrating the apparently 
irreconcilable position of the two Korea's. 

Through its Peaceful Korean Reuni¬ 
fication policy the ROK government evi¬ 
dently hopes to maximise its international 
position not only with its traditional 
Western friends but with the USSR 
and China As one authority has written, 
Seoul is pursuing 

"A policy which will ultimately lead 
to a de jure division if it »s successful 
The essential feature of this version of 
peaceful coexistence is a period of 
competition during which each side 
attempts to surpass the other in economic 
and social progress The net effect ul 
timately will be to further institutionalise 
the respective systems it is clear 
that the (ROK) government is striving 
to legitimize and solidify the status quo 
and thereby enhance the piessures 
coming to bear on the North to adopt a 
less belligerent policy " 


by the massed field armies of Mao 
Tse-Tung. underthe guise of the "Chinese 
Peoples Volunteers” provided the mili¬ 
tary sanction for the re-partition of 
Korea in the truce of July 1953 

Ever since that date North and South 
have developed contrasting strategies 
Kim II Sung s evident obsession to 
forcibly unify Korea resulted in the 
revolutionary guerilla campaign against 
the South between 1965-70 The high 
point of this campaign was North Korea's 
despatch of a specially trained team of 
commandos to kill President Park at his 


South Korea is progressing fast to become a self-sufficient country 



Reunification 

Ploys 

of North Korea 







official residence, Chong Wa Dae (The 
Blue House) in Seoul, on 21 January 
1968, believing that these guerillas and 
the North Korean agent network in the 
South would create the conditions for a 
Communist revolution. 

As a prelude to unification this Com¬ 
munist-led political unrest would then 
be augmented by a direct invasion It 
is this general scenario which still under¬ 
lies North Korea's reunification strategy 
But in the 1970's as the ROK grows ever 
stronger economically, and develops its 
own sources of sophisticated military 
equipment Pyongyang has attempted 
to develop a more refined unification 
strategy 

On the ideological and doctrinal front. 
Kim II Sung laid down the KWP line 
in a speech to the 5th Party Congress on 
2nd November 1970 A peaceful reuni¬ 
fication was impossible he said, without 
first a "people's democratic revolution" 
in the South This upheaval would be a 
Marxist-Leninist revolution, led by the 
KWP and deploying through a 'United 
Front." progressive. patriotic and 
ostensibly non-Communist elements. 

The historic analogy is to the estab¬ 
lishment of "people's democracies” in 
Eastern Europe after World War II. when 
titular opposition parties existed pending 
the transition to full "Socialism" In this 
strategy, the revolutionary base is sup¬ 
plied by North Korea providing the role 
that the Red Army deployed in East 
Europe in the late 1940s This approach 
barely conceals the essential use of 
revolutionary violence that would be 
necessary to establish the "people's 
regime" in Seoul In short Kim II 
Sung's "people's democratic revolution" 
is the Korean equivalent of the transitional 
"national democratic revolution" of 
orthodox Soviet-line Marxist-Lenimsm” 
This doctrinal statement which un¬ 
doubtedly provides the essence of North 
Korea's unification strategy was pac¬ 
kaged in political terms for world consum¬ 
ption in the speech by Ho Dam, the 
DPRK's Foreign Minister on 13 April. 
1971 This called essentially for a with¬ 
drawal of US forces from Korea, esta¬ 
blishment of a confederated system of 
government and the promotion of a 
North-South political Consultative Con¬ 
ference. Such a conference which North 
Korea had been attempting to promote 
since 1960 is clearly an aspect of the 
United Front Strategy, in that it would 
attempt to develop a "revolutionary in¬ 
frastructure from below" in a ploy to 
outflank duly-constituted ROK institu¬ 
tions. 

There 1 was no mention of North 
Korea's April 1971 reunification propo- 


sala or at any other time, of free all- 
Korean elections The fact that the 
ROK's population is 35 million as op¬ 
posed to the DPRK's 15 million, speaks 
for itself 

The North's "peace offensive" in the 
early 1970's continued with meetings of 
the North-South Red Cross Societies 
which began at Panmunjom in August 
1971 (this was in the wake as noted of 
the news of Mr Nixon's impending 
Peking visit). Soon meetings between 
high North-South government officials 
were set up, followed by the famous 
North South communique of 4th July. 
1972. As a result of this communique 
the North-South Coordinating Committee 
was convened to bring about peaceful 
reunification But the North's unchanging 
formal political position was shown in 
Kim II Sung's “Five-Point Peaceful Uni¬ 
fication Programme" of 23rd June 1973, 
which merely condensed his original 
position of April 1971 and threw in for 
good measure the suggestion of a 
Korean "Grand National Conference " 

It should be noted at this stage that 
North Korea's international position is (1) 
Withdrawal of all US forces from the 
ROK (2) Dissolution of the United 
Nations Command in Korea These two 
points formed the essence of the North 
Korean resolution accepted by the UN 
General Assembly in October 1975 along 
with a completely contradictory reso¬ 
lution sponsored by the ROK 

However, like the Political Consultative 
Conference suggested earlier—and in¬ 
deed for many years—Kim II Sung's 
"Grand National Conference" would by¬ 
pass the intergovernmental North-South 
Coordinating Committee where at this 
time (June 1973) the ROK government 
was prepared to negotiate seriously 
The implication was that Pyongyang 
was preparing to liquidate the Coordina¬ 
ting Committee as a meaningful forum 

It was hardly surprising therefore, 
that in effect North Korea unilaterally 
suspended the Coordinating Committee 
talks on 28th August 1973; contact was 
later resumed on a vice-chairman level, 
and Joint Red Cross meetings continue 
on a "working level" at Panmunjom 
But any meaningful political negotiation 
was over in August 1973. The 'official' 
North-South dialogue had evidently fail¬ 
ed to advance Pyongyang's reunification 
strategy. 

The collapse of any meaningful dialo¬ 
gue in the Coordinating Committee 
during August 1973 had been preceded 
by signs that North Korea's primary means 
of obtaining reunification was military. 

It was noticed that the Coordinating Com¬ 
mittee talks were already stalemated 


early in the year; the North Korean radio 
resumed its calls for a "South Korean 
revolution" by force, and the dropping of 
propaganda leaflets over the South was 
also re-started. It was later discovered 
during 1974-75 that by this time the 
North Koreans were engaged on the 
large-scale tunnelling programme un¬ 
derneath the DMZ. almost certainly for 
use in a surprise invasion of the ROK. 

On the 15th August 1974 a Commu¬ 
nist agent attempted to shoot President 
Park of the ROK, killing his wife instead. 
By March 1975, two tunnels had been 
discovered and an additional 16 tunnel 
sites were suspected as North Korean 
sappers burrowed underneath the DMZ. 
A sustained military build-up north of the 
DMZ was noticed during 1974 with the 
construction of hardened artillery posi¬ 
tions deployment of Russian Frog 
surface-to-surface missiles, the construc¬ 
tion of airfields near the DMZ, and the 
reinforcement of the North Korean Army 
and Air Force. It was believed that the 
Army deployed at least 1.200 Soviet made 
heavy tanks and 6,000 artillery pieces. 
At the same time, gunboats and aircraft 
were active around South-Korean held 
islands in the Yellow Sea 

These incidents continued with the 
murder of two US officers at Panmunjom 
in August 1976 by North Korean guards, 
and the threatening broadcasts from 
Pyongyang continued A radio station 
at Kaesong, just north of the DMZ 
was boosted to 1,500 kilowatts—an 
extremely high output—as it beamed 
revolutionary propaganda into South 
Korea Meanwhile, following the Ameri¬ 
can programme of gradual troop with¬ 
drawal from South Korea announced by 
the Carter Administration during 1977, 
US troops were airlifted into South 
Korea for defensive exercises in March 
1978 as a precautionary notice to Pyong¬ 
yang. 

The result was the statement by the 
North Korean Party newspaper. RODONG 
SINMUN that such exercises "will even-, 
tually lead to a new war". As a cumula¬ 
tive result of these developments over the 
past decadea the South Korean govern¬ 
ment and people believe that as long 
as Kim II Sung lives the reunification 
strategy will remain one of revolution, 
invasion and war. It is recalled that 
Kim II Sung stated on 28th February 
1968 that "Only when we use force of 
arms can we gain power. We cannot gain 
power simply by holding elections. The 
most decisive and positive of all forms 
of struggle is the struggle with arms for 
the liberation of our people". This is the 
essence of North Korea's reunification 
policy. 



Korean Publishing 
Enters 


The Korean publication business 
is undergoing a possible transitional 
period and a reformation in both 
business and literary out put is m the 
offing If publishers as well as consu¬ 
mers of books recover well from (or 
rather overcome) this hectic period 
which can serve as a gateway to more 
rational and sound business probably 
this country will see the days of 
stabilized cultural activities in print. 

Now the publication business has 
become a term which puzzles possi¬ 
ble investors offering a mirage of 
successes and temptation of prestige 
(because publishing books can be 
respectable work marking a little bit 
of one's own share of contribution to 
the great enigmatic word 'culture' ), 
but it can also be a sure way to 
guaranteed failure in business. 

Small scale publishers (who can¬ 
not be called publishing "companies" 
or "houses") are mushrooming every 
day because of certain baits that 
attract ambitious but ill-financed peo¬ 
ple who want to be "liberated" from 
the modern slavery of offide life. And 
the reasons are good. 

First, opening a publishing "com¬ 
pany" is probably one of the easiest 
ways of starting a business. You don't 
need to meet any prerequisites or 
satisfy certain requirements as a busi¬ 
ness to open a publishing house. 
Official registration which is quite 
simple is virtually all you have to do. 
And publication enjoys tax exemp¬ 
tions because it is a "cultural" activi¬ 
ty. So, if what you have is only an 
ambitioa a little bit of money, and 
some imagination, you start poking 
into the potential for success in the 
publication business. 

Vary Tempting Second, the book 
business has proved to be very tempt¬ 
ing in the last three or four years as the 
number of readers of both domestic 
and translated books has drastically 
increased. Opening a college main 
gate used to be bad business going 
straight to bankruptcy. But now, 
bookstores throughout the country are 
prosperous primarily because books 
seU well and also because bookstores 
enjoys fringe benefits in installment 
and delayed payment to the publishers 


A Hectic 

thanks to the conventional manage¬ 
ment and connived concessions which 
were established to lure bookstores 
in the days when selling books was 
one of the stupidest ventures 

Very few books used to sell more 
than 3,000 copies but now, very few 
books sell less than 3,000. And with 
the initial sale of 3,000 copies (which 
is the usual first printing), most 
minor publishers can break even 
Many books now sell more than 
50,000 copies 

So if you find a good book that 
can sell say. 20.000 copies, you have 
hit a gold mine Because you can 
invest as little as your own service 
(working as editor, proof reader, 
errand boy and what not), rent and 
light for a small office that you can 
share with one or two other one-man 
business publishers* production costs 
and advertising expenses Then after 
the books are finished you can ask 
the wholesale agent to sell the mer¬ 
chandise through the agent's nation¬ 
wide sales network 

Small Publishers Now most 
minor publishers consist of those who 
used to work as "Brains" for larger 
publishers 'making money for 
somebody else" all the time—former 
editors writers, journalists specializ¬ 
ing in publication and otheis of the 
similar kind And they stick to the 
best and most respected rule of 
economics—invest the least and earn 
the most. 

So the horde of one-man publishers 
swarms around hunting good books 
to sell. So writers who have establish¬ 
ed themselves as popular novelists, 
or translators who have good sense 
of selecting books, are hunted like 
rhinos chased by African safaris. 

So the same writers are advertised 
by all sorts of publishers who create 
a sickening atmosphere of overheated 
competition which angers not only 
readers but also the providers of the 
materials for potential merchandise. 

Although the book business is thus 
hectic and ostensibly prosperous the 



management and conventions domi¬ 
nating the publishing community are 
outmoded and irrational. They do not 
recognize that people are paid well 
these days in all other branches of 
society So technically skilled labour¬ 
ers such as type-setters are leaving 
their jobs* and management is busy 
looking for other (for instance) type¬ 
setters whom they can pay the same 
old amount of salary than doing the 
actual job Binding printing and 
virtually all technical fields are suffer¬ 
ing severe shortages of manpower, 
but they are also afraid to hike book 
prices because they fear that would 
drive readers away from buying books. 

Textbook Scandal Since the text¬ 
book scandal" that shook the publi¬ 
cation business to the roots countless 
publishers have been going through 
respective individual wars against the 
mass of dream-chasers. Most of the 
victims of the textbook shock were 
major publishing firms* whose organi¬ 
sations are too big to compete in the 
"single best-seller" rivalry, so they are 
sagging down in slow business as the 
glorious era of their large projects 
such as “World Literature Series" is 
long gone 

Therefore the publishing giants are 
now fading out slowly while minoi 
publishers are organizing certain guild 
functions for their survival through 
coordination and elimination of un¬ 
necessary competition. Maybe this 
movement of assimilating and unifying 
minor publishers will bring whole 
new structure in Korean publishing. 
And sooner or later this overheated 
zeal and madness to become "pub¬ 
lishers'' will end with inevitable bank¬ 
ruptcy of rash and ill-informed in¬ 
vestors. 

This phenomenon will however, 
result in a closer understanding of 
management who might be able to 
operate with understanding and liter¬ 
ary knowledge and editorial func¬ 
tions Fever is a symptom of sickness 
but when the sickness is over, a new 
momentum is born 
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Govt to Build three 
Model Solar Energy 
Houses 

The government will construct three 
prototype solar energy houses 
near the Walker Hill resort this 
year 

Ministry of Fnergy and Resources 
officials said recently that construc- 
lion of the solar energy houses with 
floor space of 20, 30 and 40 pyong 
(one pyong equals 3 3 square metres) 
respectively is part of the govern¬ 
ment's current effort to harness the 
immense solar energy on a long-term 
basis 

The masterplan for the housing 
construction projects has already been 
completed and negotiations are now 
under way with the Seoul municipal 
government to secure the needed lots, 
they said 

A total of 80 million won will be 
needed for the project they disclosed. 

The government hopes to build 
some solar energy houses throughout 
the country next year by providing 
loans to those who want such houses 

Sangdo-dong Tunnel 
To Be Built Next Year 

A tunnel. 725 metres long and 25 
meters wide, will be built to link the 
southern tip of Han River Bridge No 
1 and the approach to Sangdodong. 
Yongdungpo-gu Seoul City officials 
said The construction work is expect¬ 
ed to beg.n next year 

The city government also said that 
the existing road, between Sangdo 
Boulevard and the mouth of the 
Southern Circular Road will be widen¬ 
ed to eight lanes When the two 
projects are completed, traffic conges¬ 
tion in Tongjak-no and Noryangjin 
will be considerably eased,. city 
officials said. 

Officials pointed out that another 
existing road 200 metres long and 12 
meters wide, will expanded to 


four lanes to connect the southern 
end of the planned tunnel to the 
Sangdo road 

With the construction of the tunnel 
and completion of the road expansion 
work, the city scrapped the idea of 
building a new road on the tunnel 
site. Earlier, the city decided to expand 
the road passing through Sangdo 
Boulevard and the Southern Circular 
Road but canceled the plan as resi¬ 
dents lodged complaints. 

City officials said that a land 
including compensation, will be con¬ 
ducted in the area within this year 
A total of 140,000 million won. 
some three times the construction 
costs of a thermal power plant with 
the same rated generating capacity, 
will be required to build the tidal 
power plant according to ministry 
officials 

The government hopes to dedicate 
the plant by the end of 1986 

Unlike the atomic power plants and 
thermal power stations, the tidal powet 
plants are quite free from pollution 
and once constructed require a relati¬ 
vely low amount of fuel costs, they 
explained 

Work to Begin Next Year 
On Tidal Power Facility 

The government plans to begin 
construction of the nation's first tidal 
water power plant next year, informed 
sources at the Ministry of Energy and 
Resources said recently. 

To this end. it will complete the 
second of a series of feasibility studies 
on the scheme within this year to pave 
the way for the construction of the 
new power plant with a rated generat¬ 
ing capacity of 400,000kw 

At present three west coast bays 
at Chonsu Asan and Sosan are being 
considered as possible sites for the 
tidal water power plant they said 
Of the three, Chonsu bay is the 
strongest candidate site in view of its 
favorable geographical features they 
said. The final master plan of the 
scheme will be drawn up toward the 
end of this year when the results 
of the feasibility studies are made 
available, they said 

The construction plan of the tidal 
water power station is envisaged in 
the long-term energy demand and 
supply plan mapped out by the 
ministry. 



Korean gets 
Magsaysay Award 


Korean children's poet Yoon Suk- 
joong was chosen in Manila the 
Philippines, as the winner of the 1978 
Ramon Magsaysay Award for Journa¬ 
lism Literature and Creative Com¬ 
munication Arts 

The Ramon Magsaysay Award 
Foundation specifically cited Yoon, 66, 
for having "fostered joyful positive 
values among Korean Children" 
through more than 1,000 poems, many 
of which have been set to music 
the past 40 years and continue to be 
sung by children today 

The award, one of five categories 
given out each year by the Rockefeller- 
supported foundation to deserving 
Asians or foreigners working in Asia, 
carries $ 20.000 and a gold medal. 
Soetjatmoko of Indonesia was named 
as the winner of this year's award for 
international understanding. 

The winers of the other awards, for 
government service, public service and 
community leadership are expected to 
be announced within the next few 
days 

Born a year after Korea became a 
Japanese colony in 1910, Yoon helped 
the student-led independence move¬ 
ment organize the Flower Garden 
Society as a reading circle and wrote 
his first poems for its magazine. 
Composers soon began setting music 
to his poems, among them "A Flowing 
Stream, A Half-Moon in the Day Sky, 
and Eat Hot Paper and Whirl," which 
are still sung today. 


Yoon's songs became "an enduring, 
popular vehicle for cementing national 
aspirations and values/' the citation 
said adding that in the Korean cultural 
renaissance that followed independ¬ 
ence after World War II, Yoon's songs 
''increasingly made children's lives 
gayer and cultivated their ability to 
observe and think." 

His works for children include 
reading singing and citizenship clubs, 
orchestara children's and mothers' 
eassys, verse and song contests a 
children's magazine, and books of 
songs and verse for all elementary 
grades. He also founded and became 
president of Saesak-hoe (New Bud 
Society), a children's welfare organi¬ 
zation 

"Convinced that what children hear 
and read is as important as the clothes 
they wear and the food they eat Yoon 
has broadened his writings to include 
stories of peoples and leaders around 
the world. From him a new generation 
of young Koreans is gaining an in¬ 
valuable awareness of the increasingly 
interdependent world in which we all 
must live." the foundation said 

Yoon is the sixth Korean to win a 
Magsaysay award since the awards 
were instituted in 1958 to perpetuate 
the memory of the late Philippine 
President Ramon Magsasay, who died 
in a plane crash a year earlier The 
the awards are to be presented at 
ceremonies here Aug 31, Magsaysay's 
birthday 

Foreign Capital 

Five foreign loans totaling 
$64,004,000 and six investment cases 
involving $34,723,000 were approved 
by the Foreign Capital Inducement 
Deliberation Committee last week 
Among the five foreign loans authori¬ 
zed are a sum of $15 million which 
Hankook Tire Manufacturing Co will 
induce from the Bank of America. 
The loan will be used by the local 
firm to construct a tire manufacturing 
plant with an annual production capa¬ 
city of 1.680,000 tires 

One of the six foreign investment 
projects involves $20 million which 
the Japanese Lotte Ltd. will invest in 
the manufacturing of anti-pollution 
devices by the Korea Lotte Machine 
Industrial Co, its joint-investment 
firm in Korea. The committee also 
endorsed the introduction of eight 
items of technical know-how, includ¬ 
ing one for the manufacture of medium 
size diesel engines. 


Overseas Construction 

Construction firms engaged in do¬ 
mestic projects complain that they 
find it difficult to get capable techm 
cians while the exodus of technicians 
to overseas work sites has boosted 
basic wage levels for them at home 
Some 90.000 Korean technicians and 
workers are currently on overseas 
construction jobs One example of the 
materials shortage created by overseas 
construction service activities is that 
Korea has had to become an importer 
of cement rather than an exporter 

Utilization of manpower and 
materials from third countries for 
Korean overseas construction services 
is being considered by the government 
authorities as a means to ease the ad¬ 
verse side effects of such overseas 
services on the domestic economy. 
Principal effects are the depletion of 
first-rate technicians and the shortage 
of key construction materials at home 

Students' Campaign 

Students of the nation's colleges 
and universities launched a campaign 
to provide voluntary services for the 
community development programs, 
taking advantage of summer vaca 
tions The campaign was organized 
by the Students National Defense 
Corps (SNDC) in a ceremony at 
Kyunghee University in Seoul In a 
congratulatory speech. Minister of 
Education Park Chan-hyun exhorted 
the representatives of the SNDC to 
cultivate leadership by actively parti¬ 
cipating in voluntary services For the 
off-campus activity, some 900 pio- 
fessors will join hands with a total 
of 27,630 students from across the 
country. The campaign will be ope¬ 
rated on a 274 million won 
($548,000) fund 42 per cent of which 
will be raised from among the par¬ 
ticipating students. 

Racial Bias Opposed 

The Cabinet recently passed a bill 
designed to subscribe to the inter¬ 
national convention on elimination 
of all forms of racial discrimination 
The law bill will be submitted for 
approval to a National Assembly 
session scheduled for this fall So far 
100 nations have ratified the conven¬ 
tion with the United Nations North 
Korea has not acted on it yet Officials 
say that the government action will 
help Korea strengthen its relations 
with nonaligned countries which were 


the originators of the international 
convention. 

Legal Aid Fund 

The Korea Bar Association has 
decided to set up a 100 million won 
($200,000) fund for underprivileged 
people to provide them with free legal 
counselling. The fund will be raised 
from among practising lawyers and 
with donations from business firms. 
The association, represented by law¬ 
yer Yang Chun-mo. also plans to send 
legal aid teams this year to Japan 
and the United States where many 
Koreans are residing "We hope to 
extend legal advice for overseas com¬ 
patriots with regard to possible racial 
discrimination and other difficulties 
they encounter in practising business," 
Yang said 

Flats for Iri Victims 

An apartment complex has been 
dedicated in I ri, Cholla Pukto to 
accommodate 1,180 families who 
were made homeless after a dynamite 
explosion incident last year The 
housing complex, built on an exten¬ 
sive area of 66,000 sq metres, consists 
of 1.180 flats with a floor space of 
42 9 sq meters Occupants are re¬ 
quired to pay 18.000 won ($360) 
in key money and 10.000 won ($20) 
in monthly rental charges but they 
moved in with no initial financial 
burden thanks to government assist¬ 
ance The dedication ceremony were 
attended by Minister of Construction 
Shin Hyung-sik Gov Hwang In-song 
of Cholla Pukta Iri Mayor Chai Yi-sok 
and many residents in the area 

Headless Buddha Image 

A large standing stone image of 
a Bodhisattva without its head has 
been discovered near Chungsaeng 
Temple on the outskirts of Kyongju. 
the ancient capital of the Silla king¬ 
dom The image is 2 5 metres from the 
neck to the pendesta. Curator Kang 
Yu-bang of the Kyongju Museum 
said that the stone head of a Bodhis¬ 
attva now preserved in the museum 
has turned out to belong to the 
standing figure. When the head is 
restored to its original place the total 
height will be 3 3 meters. The stone 
image is an outstanding example 
dating from the United Silla period 
(668-918). Kang explained The 
newly found image is the largest of its 
kind ever excavated in Korea the 
curator said. 
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Investments made overseas by Korean 
industries are increasing every year, both 
in number and value, apparently out of 
the necessity to secure more raw materials 
under the "development import for¬ 
mula" The rapid growth of the heavy 
and chemical industry, in particular 
abruptly increased the domestic demand 
for natural lesources 

According to government statistics 
direct investments abroad by Korean 
enterprises have increased greatly since 
1974 The number of such projects ap¬ 
proved by the Korean government by the 
end of last year totalled 229 cases with 
a combined value of $147,138,000. 
However, for undisclosed reasons* 54 
cases with a total value of $76,112,000 
were either cancelled or not carried out 

Sectorwise, investment in forestry de¬ 
velopment received the largest amount of 
$24,674,000 in seven cases (17 per 
cent of the total) while trading and manu¬ 
facturing industries got $19,689,000 
(12 9 per cent) and $16,283,000 (10 9 
per cent) respectively Investment in the 
construction field totalled $ 9,900.000 
in 18 cases 

Fishery accounted for $6,624,000 or 
4 8 per cent of the total, while $4,582,000 
went to acquisition of real estate such 
as office buildings The remaining pro¬ 
jects, worth $65,386,000 were in the 
transportation, storage and other fields 
By region. Southeast Asia took 
$101,748,000. North America 
Si8,354.000, Africa Si 5.422.000 Wes¬ 
tern Europe $4,594,000 and the Middle 
East $3,841,000 The remaining 
#3,179.000 were in Latin America and 
the Oceania 

Investment abroad, though in¬ 
creasing gradually is negligible 
yet. It accounts for less than one 
per cent of the gross national product 
much lower than Japan's 3 5 per cent 
in 1976. With regard to log imports the 
Federation of Korean industries (FKI) 
has development import sources in view 


of the rapidly increasing demand at 
home 

In particular, the FKI which represents 
most Korean industries said it is deemed 
necessary for Korea to multiply its log 
development sources in preparation for 
the possibility that the SEALPA (South¬ 
east Asia Log Production Association) 
might be tempted to use logs as a major 
"weapon' as did the oil-producing coun¬ 
tries a few years ago. The federation 
also suggested that increasing the import 
of forestry products is vital as forestry- 
rich countries are new attempting to shift 
their emphasis away from exports of 
logs to exports of processed timber in 
anticipation of possible supply shortages 
in the days ahead In order to facilitate 
the import of logs the FKI argued for 
granting increased tax favours and pro¬ 


viding low-interest long-term loans to 
importers 

In conclusion, it said that the under¬ 
taking of massive construction works in 
foreign countries, especially in Saudi 
Arabia and Kuwait by Korean contractors 
has emerged as major factoc behind the 
growing demand for timber at home. 

Speaking at an FKI sponsored seminar 
on the development import of natural 
resources* meanwhile, a lawmaker from 
the Yujong-hoe predicted that Korean 
industries will face much difficulty in 
procuring major raw materials in the 
days ahead unless drastic preparatory 
measures are taken. Rep. Paek Yong- 
hoon a policymaker of the largest floor 
group in the National Assembly asserted 
that Korean industries have been import¬ 
ing raw materials through Japan's gene- 




ral trading companies 

In this regard he urged that Korean 
industries hurry up development imports 
of resources or gain concessions to 
import raw materials from resource-rich 
countries on a long-term and stable 
basis. 

He also upheld the necessity for the 
government to conclude double taxation 
prevention and investment protection 
accords with developing countries es¬ 
pecially those with rich resources with 
a view to promoting advancement to 
foreign countries by Korean firms. 

The recent introduction of an overseas 
resources development play by the 
government is a big step toward expan¬ 
sion of investment opportunities overseas 
by Korean industries he said. 

While Korea imports more than 80 
per cent of its raw materials from overseas. 
Rep Paek said it still lacks a comprehen¬ 
sive program related to development 
import of resources Consequently, he 
pointed out Korea is vulnerable to re¬ 
sources crisis. 

Chung Jai-sok director of the Korea 
International Economic Institute also 
called for active government support 
toward development imports of natural 
resources by Korean industries. He went 
on to suggest that universities set up 
resources development departments. 

He proposed that government grant 
broad range of tax and monetary privi¬ 
leges to those companies which engage 
in resourced development in foreign 
countries. Active resources diplomacy is 
also badly needed he said. 











Marriage Customs 
of Korea 



Colourful costumes mark traditional Korean marriages which though charming 
and typically oriental are growing less and less popular 


Historical records show that free mar¬ 
riages were the norm in ancient Korea 
Centuries before Christ a Korean tribe 
in the region which is now Manchuria 
had a custom whereby a youth would 
put a flower in the hair of the girl 
he wanted to marry, and by going home 
with the flower in her hair, she could 
signal her acceptance of his proposal 
In Mahan, an ancient tribal community 
in the central region of Korea people 
lived together in the same house re 
gardless of age or sex. indicating that 
free association — and free marriage — 
must have been the way of life. In the 
Koguryo Dynasty (founded in 37 B.C ), 
men and women amused themselves in 
the evening singing and dancing yet 
another indicator that association bet¬ 
ween opposite sexes must have been 
quite liberal. 


In the Koguryo era a man whose 
elder brother had died would marry his 
bereaved sister-in-law. even if he already 
had a wife, presumably as a means of 
preserving the unity of the family and 
safeguarding the family property This 
practice no longer exists today, but it 
was in oractise in Japan as late as during 
the 1940s 

In the Koguryo era there also existed 
the practice of adopting a young girl 
around the age of 10 in order to make hera 
bride after she had been brought up by the 
family of her future husband. Such a 
bride was called a minmyonuri (literally 
a daughter-in-law without a bridal hair¬ 
do) That custom persisted until around 
the turn of the 20th century, but was 
practised primarily among families with 
poor resources. 

Endogamy: Endogamy and consan- 


gnuineous marriage were quite frequent 
in ancient times In the Silla Dynasty 
(57 B C -A D 935), royal families mar¬ 
ried their sisters, cousins or atrnta and 
this practice lasted up until the Koryo 
Dynasty (918-1392) A ban on marriages 
within the same clan was put into force 
in the latter half of the 10th century, 
and they and consanguineous marriages 
declined because deformed babies were 
often born as a result 

As Confucian thought became rooted 
m Korea during the Yi Dynasty era. 
consanguineous marriage within the same 
clan was considered to be the most im¬ 
moral bond, degrading man to the level of 
beasts This moral taboo is still ingrained 
today Though there have been moves 
in the past few years to allow marriage 
within the same clan if the two parties 
are not closely related by blood most 
popular sentiment still runs against any 
endogamous marriage 

When discussing marriage in Korea, 
one says that the man "goes to his 
changga (the house of the bride's fa¬ 
mily),'' and the woman "goes to her 
sijib (the groom's home) " This termino¬ 
logy stems from practices of the Koguryo 
era 

According to records, at that time the 
groom would visit his prospective bride's 
home, call out her name from a kneeling 
position and ask her parents for per¬ 
mission to stay the night with her If 
they consented, a small cottage would be 
built behind the main house for the 
couple to use The groom would offer 
money and other gifts to the bride's 
family When children were bom and 
grown the husband would take his wife 
and family back to his own home. 

This ancient custom of course does not 
remain intact nowadays but the groom 
still offers gifts to his bride's family and 
often spends at least the first night after 
the wedding at his bride's house. The 
visit is sometimes extended to three daya 
before or after the honeymoon but after 
that the husband takes his wife to their 
own house. 

Traditional Custom: In another tradi¬ 
tional custonn a family with no son would 
sometimes resort to a terilsawi or a son- 
in-law taken into the family linet the 
practice of adopting a groom as a hus- 




band for an heiress. Howevec since 
Korean males would deem it injurious 
to their pride to move into the bride's 
house very few of them would accept 
such an arrangement unless they were 
extremely poor Such an adopted hus¬ 
band could not have a very strong voice 
in his foster family in a paternal society, 
and would suffer considerable shame and 
humiliation. Thus some Korean ap¬ 
horisms say. ‘ Don't become a terilsawt 
so long as you can find some gram in 
your rice bowl." or simply “Don't live 
in your wife's house " 

With the introduction of Confucianism, 
and the subsequent establishment of 
paternal authority, parents held the power 
of decision on marriage matchmaking, 
and children were to follow their decis¬ 
ions without dissent For some time, 
when marriages came at an early age. 
the groom was often younger than the 
bride, he being perhaps 12 or 13 years 
of age, and she around 15 or 16 Yi 
Dynasty families, particularly when they 
were close friends used to match their 
children for marriage while they were 
still infants Nowdays, that practice has 
disappeared and as in the VVest young 
people choose their mates in a freer 
association with the opposite sex. 

Two particular folk customs associated 
with marriage in Korea are eavesdropping 
on the newlyweds' first night and the 
mock tormenting of the groom 


Following the wedding ceremony and 
the. wedding feast the bride awaits the 
groom in her room m full traditional 
dress. When he appears he must untie 
the bride's nuptial headwear, undo the 
ribbons fastening her blouse and remove 
one of her padded socks. However, the 
bride's family tries to trick him by fasten¬ 
ing them all very tightly to tease the 
groom and test his ingenuity While the 
groom is struggling to untangle the 
garments, lest he toe judged a fool close 
realtives or neighborhood children peek 
through a hole m the papered sliding 
door to eavesdrop on the bustling 
couple, not with the intent to disturb the 
first night but all in good fun 

The tormenting of the groom was in 
vogue until quite recently, and still 
can be seen in the countryside Several 
days after taking his wife home, the 
groom revisits the bride's house The 
bride's family provides another banquet, 
inviting relatives and youths of the 
neighborhood to let the groom become 
familiar with them It is also an opportuni¬ 
ty for the young relatives and neighoours 
to test the personality of the groom 
Usually, they hurl a barrage of sophisti¬ 
cated questions at the fellow accus¬ 
ing him of stealing a virgin If his answers 
are not clever enough, his legs might be 
tied up with a rope hung from the ceiling, 
and soles of his feet hit with a wooden 
pillow Or another tactic might be used. 


and rice cakes meat and wine could be 
ordered to help improve his responses. 
Before things get out of hand the bride's 
mother usually brings sufficient food and 
wine to prevent any sort of misfortune 
from befalling her son-in-law. 

Happy Ordeal: Often, the younger 
fellows carry the bride into others' house 
to tease the groom or tie the newlyweds 
together and oblige them to sing songs 
in unison Such occasions are a .sort of 
merry ordeal fa the two. but these daya 
the couple usually leaves for their honey¬ 
moon right after the wedding ceremony 
and such “torments" are on the decline. 

Wedding ceremonies in Korea have 
become increasingly Westernized. Ori¬ 
ginally, the ceremony used to take place 
in the evening in candle light which is 
why, even today, candles are lighted even 
during day time weddings 

But even with all the changes toward 
Western fashions, there ore at least two 
practices that have changed little with 
the passing of time sending porters with 
rj nuptial gift box for the bride's family 
before the wedding, and the bride's 
formal greetings to the groom's family. 

A day or two before the wedding, the 
groom's family sends a nuptial gift box 
to the home of the bride In olden days, 
the porter was a servant who of course 
never dared to jest with the bride's family 
But these days, close friends of the groom 
bear the cargo, and they, out of fun, de¬ 
mand a transportation fee If the offering 
is not satisfactory, they refuse to hand 
over the box Since they are close friends 
of the groom, the bride's family must treat 
them deferentially, providing them with a 
hearty meal and drinks to placate their 
spirits 

Also these days even after a Western 
wedding ceremony, the bride offers a 
formal greeting to each member of the 
grooms family with a courteous and 
ceremonious bow Chicken chestnuts 
and dates are arranged on a table and the 
bride, usually assisted by a woman at each 
side, bows low in the traditional manner 
After each bow. she rises to a sitting 
position and then starts again before 
making another bow This is a burden¬ 
some ritual fa the bride but the practice 
still persists—another element of long¬ 
standing tradition amid the society's rapid 
“modernization “ 



With time customs have changed Today 
boys and girls select their own partners, 



Beaches, Valleys, 

Islands Beckon 
Vacationers 


Wh^re to go and what to see this 
summer 7 What's the best way to get 
around the places of your choice 7 
Here are some guides on what's 
available in Korean travel 

KAL flights. sight-seeing trains, 
express buses, and deluxe pleasure 
boats run regularly throughout the 
country to take you to your choice with 
ease More fortunately, the transpor¬ 
tation authorities recently increased 
the runs of all available vehicles for 
holidaymakers 

If you go far. to smaller farm villages 
or islets you might be given an 
opportunity to stay in private houses, 
full of Korean sentiment enabling 
you to appreciate Korean country life 

Remember that hotels near scenic 
resort areas large or small, have been 
already occupied or reserved one or 
two months earlier as travel agencies 
said 

As in previous summers visits to 
Mt Sorak and its environs along the 
eastern coast and to the Hallyo Cruise 
Channel off the southern coast are 
popular, too 

Cheju Island with subtropical 
scenery and beaches and Buddhist 
temples clustered deep in mountain 
valleys are also interesting for trave¬ 
llers 

THE EAST COAST: Only a 50- 
mmute flight from Seoul is Sokcho 
from which city buses will take you 
to Mt Sorak. a popular national 
park Sorak is a maze of mountains 
that stretches along the northeast 
coast with the resort district extending 
from Yangyang to the north, through 
the town of Kangnung and on past the 
fishing village of Samchok. a pictures¬ 
que coast or rocky bluffs and broad 
sand beaches 

A more impressive way to get there 
involves a four-hour drive by car or 
express bus along a spectacular high¬ 
way. 



Korea offers number of beautiful lands 

Swimming areas are often available 
in especially scenic surroundings and 
while exploring the area, you are 
likely to find ancient temples hermi¬ 
tage and old pavilions on the rocks 
over looking the sea. 

THE HALLYO CRUISE CHAN¬ 
NEL: KAL offers daily flights from 
Seoul to Pusan where you can change 
to a hydrofoil boat to cruise among 
lovely seascapes picturesque islets, 
pine-covered hills and exotic fishing 
boats Hundreds of sunwarmed islets 
are scattered between Chungmu and 
Yosu 

While travelling along the water¬ 
way. you will be treated to fresh, 
mouth-watering and professionally 
prepared seafood. Chungmu, the re¬ 
sort center of this area is less than 
a tow-hour hydrofoil cruise from the 
southern port city of Pusan. 


"apes which give pleasure to trekkers. 

Historical mementoes and relics 
recalling Korea's great naval hero 
of bygone days. Yi Sun-shin are 
scattered along the waterway, fast 
becoming known as the "in" place 
for vacationing residents and foreign 
travelers alike. 

CHEJU ISLAND: Korea's only is¬ 
land province Cheju is but an hour by 
plane from Seoul. From Pusan you can 
take a leisurely overnight cruise or be 
there in 30 minutes via KAL flight. 
Its beauties range from majestic 
Mt. Halla. the loftiest peak in southern 
Korea to the famed diving women 
who make their living by gathering 
abalone and other marine products 
from the sea. 

Cheju-do was dubbed the Island 
of Gods by Newsweek in 1975 in ah 
article about undiscovered worldwide 
tourist attractions. The island strikes 


visitors with a panorama of exotic 
semi-tropical flora porous black lava 
bouldera tumbling waterfalls, broad 
bathing beaches and sparkling 
seascapes 

The Cheju coast is al90 studded 
with many fine beaches. To mention 
only two, on the north shore is 
Hamdok. while to the south is Chung- 
mun. 

Dotting the landscape are villages 
of traditional thatch-roofed houses, 
each surrounded by a wall of roughly 
hewn stone. It takes only an hour by 
microbus to traverse the island from 
Cheju to Sogwipo. It's like entering 
a fairly land as the road winds along 
the lower slopes of Mt. Halla. 

PUSAN AND VICINITY: The sout 
hem gateway to Korea Pusan claims 
a large share of the most popular 
sights The Pomo-sa Temple, dating 
back 1,300 years, is nestled in a pine 
forest at the edge of the city 

Travelers are beginning to exchange 
happy reminiscences of this port city 
with its quaint bustling fish markets. 

Swimming enthusiasts flock to well developed beaches throughout 


the country, especially in the autumn. 




its dynamic night life and modern 
hotels. For the aquatic-minded shore¬ 
line hotels at nearby Haeundae offer 
summertime sun and swimming at 
their beaches. Or in suburban Tongnaa 
you can enjoy year-round hot spring 
bathing. 

And an hour's ride from Pusan is 
Kyongju the capital of the ancient 
silla Kingdom, which boasts a high 
culture Kyongju today retains fabu 
lous relics in the form of temples, 
grottoea statues oagodas. royal tomb 
mounds and fantastic treasures un¬ 
earthed from some of them. 

Pusan can be reached from Seoul 
by a five-hour bus ride or by an hour's 
flight via KAL. 

MT. SONGNI: The center of out¬ 
standing scenic beauty in the central 
inland regions Mt. Songm is about 
four hours from Seoul over paved 
roads A ring of forested mountains 
and rocky terraces soar high over a 
plateau 

Built in the 8th century. Popju-sa 
Temple holds treasures that will lead 


you to imagine the days when it is 
said to have been served by 700 
monks A large stone Buddha image 
stands in the temple yard a har¬ 
monious addition to the time-honored 
temple Smooth transportation and up 
to-date hotel facilities bring its an¬ 
cient refinement to travelers 
WEST COAST BEACHES: There 
are a number of fine beaches along 
the west coast Songdo Beach in 
Inchon the nearest to Seoul is less 
than an hour from Seoul by express 
bus or train from every subway stop. 

More advantage-seeking vacatio¬ 
ners can go offshore to nearby Chak- 
yak-to or far away to Tokjok-to, a 
four-hour cruise from Inchon where 
they can enjoy a sprawling white 
sandbar and cobalt-blue waters. 

South of Inchon is Yonpo Beach, 
newly developed by the Samsung 
Group, which organizes special en¬ 
tertainment programs and summer 
school programs for the children of 
family vacationers 




Hall Dedicated To Early Leader 



Shown m th/s photo are a monument (left) dedicated to the late Mrs. Kim Mandok 
and a memorial hall (right) for the memory of the late woman leader on the com¬ 
pound of the Mochung-sa Shrine at Cheju City 


A memorial hall dedicated to the me- 
memory of the late woman leader and 
social worker Mrs Kim Man-dok (1 739- 
1812) w.is opened to the public with an 
exhibition of articles which once be 
longed to the virtuous woman, at the 
Mochuny sa Shrine m Cheju City ie 
centiy 

in honor of the woman who saved the 
lives of more than 1,100 islanders when 
they suffered from an extreme famine 
during 1792 to 1 795 some 300 items 
including clothing and daily necessities 
used by her and her contemporaries, 
will be placed on public view through 
the e.nd of this year under the sponsorship 


of Mrs Han Sang-su. a woman em¬ 
broidery artist there 

Included among the items on display 
is a life size portrait of Mrs Kim which 
was created by Ko Su son and later 
confirmed by Hong Chong-pyo. a spe¬ 
cialist in cultural property and the presi¬ 
dent of the late Mrs Kim Mandok 
Memorial Society 

Born to commoner parents in 1739, 
Mrs Kim became an orphan when she 
was 1 1 -year-old only to be raised by a 
Kisaeng an official entertainer She was 
to become a kisaeng herself later in life 
She abandoned her occupation at the 
age of 20 and spent ha life seriously 


striving to earn her livelihood which 
eventually brought her considerable for¬ 
tune. She remained single until her death 

When a four-year-long famine struck 
the island, the then wealthy Mrs Kim 
donated a considerable sum of 
money to buy food in order to feed the 
more than 1.100 people there 

The story of her deeds finaHy reached 
King Chongjo of the Yi Dynasty who 
was deeply touched by her benevolence 
and the king awarded her a prize and a 
title as a virtuous woman Since then 
she has become an inspiring symbol for 
the women of the island and her story 
was written by a top-ranking politician 
and scholar Choi Che-kong just after 
she died at the age of 74 Prominent 
calligrapher Kim Chong-hi of the dynasty 
created a work based on her memory and 
presented it to Mrs Kim's relatives 

Her tomb, now located at the foot of 
Mt Sarabong where tombs of two na¬ 
tional independence fighters including, 
Ko Sa-hun of the turn of this century 
are located was renovated and land¬ 
scaped by the Late Mrs Kim Mandok 
Memorial Society in 1971 A monument 
was also dedicated in her memory in 
1976 

A series of renovation projects for her 
memory have been implemented by the 
memorial society and the local adminis¬ 
tration of Cheju Island recently 


Fund Proposed For Asian Studies 


Munster of Education Park Chan 
hyun of the Republic of Korea proposed 
that the Asian and Oceanian nations 
establish a common fund for educational 
programs designed to support regional 
understanding He said the fund might 
be used to help establish departments 
of Asian of regional studies in the 
universities of the regions 

He made the pioposal while delivering 
a keynote speech in the opening 
Ceremony for the 1978 conference of 
education ministers of the Asian and 
Oceanian countries held in Colombo. 
Sri Lanka He emphasized its need saying 
that it could be used for the exchange 
programs of students, teachers and scho¬ 
lars between the regional countries 
Minister Park also called for the need 
to expand the students and teacher 
exchange programs in an effort to develop 
:ooperative search ’"for regional 
consciousness. Korea will make material 


contributions to the process of regional 
cooperation, he said Minister Park said 
Korea will ’ enthusiastically" support the 
students, teachers or scholars to visit 
Korea to observe or study at her technical, 
vocational and scientific institutions or 
study at the Academy of Korean Studies. 

Following is the gist of his keynote 
address: 

The people of this region must strive 
together in order to reach our goal of 
complete democratization of education 
It is true that the member states rep¬ 
resented here find themselves at different 
stages of economic development. It is 
also true that our nations adhere to 
various and occasionally conflicting, 
ideological systems. Furthermore, our 
national interests do not always coincide. 

Nonetheless our educational goals 
are truly universal. We all wish to era¬ 
dicate the illiteracy which breeds poverty, 
the arroganoe which breeds racism and 


the ignorance which breeds war. This 
goal can be realized soon on a regionwide 
basis only by combining our efforts—by 
sharing with others our strengths and by 
receiving assistance to overcome our 
individual weaknesses. 

I believe that we, the individuals res¬ 
ponsible for formulation and execution 
of educational policy in the member 
states must ask ourselves these crucial 
questions. What role should our educa¬ 
tional policies have in the turbulent 
process of social economic, political 
and cultural resurgence? Are our educa¬ 
tional policies properly designed to aid 
our nations in their search for a place of 
dignity in the history of the peoples of 
the world? Are our educational aims 
appropriately determined to save the 
modern industrial societies we are now 
forging from becoming merely inferior 
copies of the industrial West?^ # 
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Farm Machinery 

An agricultural machinery service 
agency is to be established by the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries 
next year. Officials who are making 
preparations for its establishment said 
that the need for such farming mac¬ 
hinery service is becoming greater 
in light of the worsening shortage 
of farmland in rural areas. Exodus of 
young people to urban industrial 
areas is causing the shortage of work¬ 
ing farmers in rural areas and this 
situation necessitates use of bigger 
and more efficient farming machinery 

Functions of the projected bank will 
include disbursing low-interest loans 
to farmers for the purchase of farming 
machinery, lending large machinery 
to farmers from its arsenal, and 
arranging of lease of sales contracts for 
farming machines between farming 
households 

Satellite Equipment 

Korean-made telecommunications 
equipment and facilities are now 
eligible for use in satellite ground 
stations all over the world Gold Star 
Electric Co. a leading local electric 
goods manufacturer, has been desig 
nated as an eligible supplier of such 
equipment by the International Tele¬ 
communications Satellite Organiza¬ 
tion (INTELSAT) based in the United 
States The directors of the organi¬ 
zation's 102 member countries in their 
lecent meeting nominated the Korean 
firm as a new eligible bidder 

Korea joined INTELSAT as its 56th 
member and became the 46th nation 
to establish a ground satellite station 
in the world. Gold Star's registration 
as an eligible bidder has made Korea 
the 24th nation to participate in the 
satellite organization's supply busi¬ 
ness. The local firm supplied multiplex 
apparatus of Kumsan Ground Sta¬ 
tion in Korea. It also developed a 
10.800-channel multiplex system and 
gained international recognition for 
its high standard of technology. 

External Assets 

Government investments in foreign 
bonds and securities are on the in¬ 
crease in line with the policy to 
diversify the government's foreign 
exchange assets. Statistics compiled 
by the Bank of Korea show that the 
value of foreign bonds and securities 


brought by the government increased 
sharply from 53.400 million won in 

1976 to 448.400 million won in 1977. 

The government had held most of 

its foreign exchange assets in the form 
of deposits with foreign banking ins¬ 
titutions. As the result of the central 
bank’s increased purchase of foreign 
bonds and stocks including U S 
treasury bonds, the bank's foreign 
exchange deposits in foreign banks 
decreased from 634.600 million won 
m 1976 to 599,800 million won in 

1977 Meanwhile the nation's total 
external foreign exchange assets in¬ 
creased from 748,200 million won in 

1976 to 1.120.100 million won in 

1977 (APX 480 WON-US Si ) 

Automobile Parts 

A total of 1 38 industrial establish¬ 
ments have been designated by the 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry 
to specialize in the production of 
automobile parts This designation 
is in line with the government’s auto¬ 
mobile industry promotion program 
which calls for hiking the nation's 
annual vehicle production capacity 
to 1 million cars by 1981 from the 
present 100.000 Those firms which 
received the designation are entitled 
to various tax privileges in addition to 
soft-term loans 

Officials of t#x>- ministry said that 
loans to be released to the designated 
automobile paits plants will cover 70 
per cent of the funds needed to newly 
construct or expand production faci¬ 
lities The ministry plans to increase 
the number of designated auto parts 
plants to 200 By major production 
categories, the designated firms were 
divided into six groups—engine parts, 
electrical parts, steering and brake 
parts power transmission parts body 
parts and rubber products 

Overseas Business 

Korea's business investments in 
foreign countries and its business 
offices abroad are on the increase, 
reflective of this nation's growing in¬ 
volvement in international business 
activities The number of local business 
offices established in foreign countries 
increased by an impressive 357 during 
last year to bring the total to 1.359 
from 1,002 in 1976. 

Middle East became the second- 
largest region in terms of the number 
of Korean business branches by mark¬ 


ing 169 at the end of last year. The 
United States tops other countries 
and regions in the number of Korean 
business offices represented. Mean¬ 
while Korean private business invest¬ 
ments in foreign countries increased 
from $64 million in 103 cases in j 
1976 to $ 135 million in 170 cases 
in 1977. This means that during a one- 
year period up to the end of the last 
year. Korea's private overseas in¬ 
vestments doubled in terms of the total 
value 

Power Construction 

The annual increase rate of electri¬ 
city consumption averaged 20 7 per 
cent during the period from 1962 
to last year The Korea Electric Com¬ 
pany claimed that this average inc¬ 
rease rate is the highest in the world. 
The year of 1973 topped all other 
cited years by registering an increase 
of 23 8 per cent in electric power 
consumption 

Officials of the company attribu¬ 
ted the sustained steady increase in 
electricity consumption to the rapid 
industrial buildup and advances in the 
people's income Power consump¬ 
tion during the first half of this year 
showed an increase of 20 per cent 
over the same period of last year 
Maximum demand for electricity 
hovers around 4 million kilowatts cur¬ 
rently 

Oil Refineries 

Four oil refineries will be cons¬ 
tructed in the nation by 1986 by com¬ 
mencing construction of them at the 
rate of one per year from next year 
Officials at the Ministry of Energy 
and Resources said that the plan for 
the four new oil refineries was esta¬ 
blished to meet a projected demand 
for oil derivatives in the target year. 
Three such refineries are now in 
operation, and Korea's fourth refinery 
is in the process of construction for 
completion this year. 

Each of the proposed four new oil 
refineries will be capable of processing 
150.000 barrels of crude oil per day. 

The ministry said that it will encourage 
joint-venture construction of the oil 
refineries with oil-producing countries. 
The fourth oil refinery, which is nearing 
completion, will have a daily rated 
processing capacity of 60,000 barrels. 

It is a joint-venture firm between 
Korea and Iran. 






orean Folk Dance T0v\ To Visit India 
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Sports is very 
popular in the 
Republic of 
Korea. It parti - 
cipates in major 
international 
meets,, including the Olympics and has 
always done remarkably well. The people 
are also always eager to improve their 
progress in games and other related 
sports activities. Wherever one goes 
in Korea one can see hectic sports 
activity. 

In this issue we give- the most interest¬ 
ing story of Korea's participation in the 
Olympic games since 1948. We are sure 
our readers would find it useful and 
interesting. 



Which country « not • proof! bf It's 
glorious history and the people who have 
contributed to it Korea fias a very ancient 
history. From this issue onwards we 
shaft from time to time bring to our 
readers a oaoe from ft's history. 

this Issue we 
start with the ins¬ 
piring story of 
Admiral Yi shun 
Shin who defeat¬ 
ed the Japanese 
invaders 400 years ago in major sea 
battles with his own innovation, the 
first Iron clad warships in history called 
the turtle boat. 
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Left above: A folk dancer acting as a 
nun portraying the agony and Joy of 
searching for discovering religious truth. 
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Above: No folk dance anywhere is 
complete without the farmers dance — 
mostly performed in villages. This dance 
is very popular and symbolic of the free, 
natural Ufa of the Korean farmers. 


Left: The flower crown dance is another 
important form of folk dance which has 
its genesis in the performances of the 
ancient royal court of Kona. 


Right: Korean National Dance Company 
during a performance of the exorcist 
dance featuring choreographer Kang 
Sm-fYongJ / S • 




Korean National 

Folk Dance Team To Visit India 

IIh Aesthetia 


Eiierlnie 


(Article on next page) 



In November, the famous Korean 
National Dance Company will be in 
India to give performances in the major 
cities. The company will present the 
profound aesthetic and spiritual experi¬ 
ences of the Korean People which contri¬ 
butes in promoting mutual understanding 
and friendship between people's the 
world over. The programme consists 
largely of traditional dance and music of 
folk origin which will open a new vista in 
understanding of the Korean performing 
art. 

CONFUCIAN IDEAL 

Two distinctive dance cultures exist 
in Korea today: Western and the tradi¬ 
tional. Traditional dance comprises court 
dance and folk dance The quiet slow, 
elegant movement of the court dance 
with their tranquil beauty show the con¬ 
trolled emotion and passion which has 
been formed under the strong influence 
of the Confucian ideal. The folk dances of 
Korea include religious dances, mask 
dances, the Farmer s Dance, and other 
dances all of which have been closest to 
the roots of the people, in work and life, 
in beliefs and practices. 

CONTROLLED 

Aesthetic concept: The aesthetic 
concept ( chongjungdong) of Korean 
court dances can be compared with the 
elegant line of the long sleeves of 
hansam and with the gentle curve of the 
palace roof. The central theme of court 
dance movement may be to reveal ex¬ 
tremely controlled passion and physical 
non-expression. On the other hand, the 
nature of folk dances tends to be very 
emotional and romantic in terms of its 
expression and movement. Thus, the 
joyfulness and ecstasy (mot and hung) 
have been called the two most significant 
elements in the Korean folk dance. These 
elements are musically related to com¬ 
pound triple rhythmic patterns and closely 
concerned with the free and improvisa¬ 
tory nature of the native folk life. The 
dancer's movement over the rhythmic 
accompaniment reaches it's highest peak 
in the Farmer's Dance, while the improvis¬ 
atory and creative element in Korean folk 
music can be seen particularly in the 
Slap'uri Dance. 

TECHNIQUE 

Another unique feature of the Korean 
danoe is that the legs move to support 
the upper half of the body instead of 
demonstrating the technique of leg move¬ 
ments for their own sake. Also, the Korean 


dance is executed on the heels: the- 
dancer steps forward with his or her toes 
up. Such steps run counter to the natural 
movements of the body, but it is an im¬ 
portant attribute to the introverted charac¬ 
ter of the Korean dance in that it holds 
body movements in check. The free 
movement of the dancer is further restrict¬ 
ed by the loose-fitting costume which 
covers the hands completely. The tech¬ 


dances, and folk plays alive. 

The Company has many distinguished 
members who are regarded as Living 
National Treasures for their contribu¬ 
tions to Korea's cultural heritage. 

Through the years, the Company has 
travelled abroad extensively participating 
in innumerable international functions. 
In addition to the Folk Arts Festival for 
the Mexico Olympics. Sapporo Winter 


"What lovely people Korean Farmers must be, if they really take part 
in the Farmers' Dance... The most surprising thing about the program¬ 
me is that it is so completely unrelated to the theatre arts of Korea's 
neighbours. One expects an ancient nation to have its own culture, but 
the degree of independence is startling . . "—The Times, London. 


nique of handling the apparently cumber¬ 
some costume is one of the most im¬ 
portant parts of the Korean dance. 

The company: The Korean National 
Dance Company which will perform here 
is one of eight performing affiliated 
groups of Korea's National Theatre, and 
one of two—the other being the P’ansori 
Drama Company—devoted entirely to 
keep Korea's traditional music classic 


Olympics, and Munich Olympics, the 
Company's travels have taken it to 
Southeast Asia the Americas, the Middle 
East and Europe. 

In every country in which it has per¬ 
formed, regardless of the language spoken 
or the difference in culture, it has re¬ 
peatedly won high acclaim. 

In India too it will win many laurels 
as people are eagerly waiting for it here. 





Kang Sun-young is one of Korea’s 
leading traditional folk dancers, who 
made her debut in 1943. She especially 
excels in the Exorcist Dance, the Dance 
of Peace Nuns’ Dance and Crane 
Dance, alt of which ai% included in this 
repertoire. Kang is credited with produc¬ 
ing as a stage performance the indigen¬ 
ous Exorcist Dance for the first time. For 
this and other achievements Kang has 
been conferred the Order of Civil Merit 
the highest honor that can be bestowed 
on an artist. Kang, who has devoted 
nearly 30: years to Korea's traditional 
dance , has participated in IS overseas 
performances and once served as director 
of the National Dance Company. 














President Park 


Urges Self Reliance 
And Confidence 


"On this 33rd Anniversary of our 
National Liberation* I would like to 
join you in celebrating the occasion 
with pride and enthusiasm. This day is 
also significant for us because we 
mark the 30th Anniversary of the 
establishment of the Government of 
The Republic of Korea. 

We are immeasurably proud and 
confident when we look back over the 
struggle of the past 30 years and know 
that we have overcome all hardships to 
achieve the great progress of today. 

This pride is all the more well- 
deserved and precious Because we 
have built and defended the father - 
land with our own blood and sweat 
even though we had no natural re¬ 
sources worth mentioning nor any 
modern industrial facilities and even 
though we had to endure the tragic 
division of the nation and the cease¬ 
less provocations from the north 
Koreans. 

Rapid progress: The Republic of 
Korea today is not the same country 
that lived off the aid of foreign 
countries. We achieved economic de¬ 
velopment and modernization at a 
most rapid rate, inspite of extra¬ 
ordinarily adverse circumstances. 

As a result Korea is now a new 
country with great potential, one that 
is now able to help other countries 
inspite of the intense international 
competition which has developed 
throughout the six continents and 
five seas. 

Furthermore, the Korean people 
today are no longer the same people 
who once depended on other coun¬ 
tries for national defence and feared 
the threat of aggression from the north 
Koreans. We are now a very strong 
nation full of self-confidence, courage 
and ambition able to cope firmly with 
any change in the surrounding inter¬ 
national situation and to smash the 
aggressive provocations of the north 
Koreans in a single blow. 


The folio wmg is the full text of the commemorati we address by President Park Chung 
Hee on the occasion of the 33rd Anniversary of National Liberation August 15,1978, 

—BDITOft 



President Park Chung Hee 


Our nation's strength will grow at 
an increasing speed in the future, and 
with the attainment of a self-reliant 
economy and defence, the day is 
drawing nearer when the lasting peace 
will be established on this land and a 
prosperous welfare society will be 
realized. 

Modem Industrial State: As we 

have, for the past 30 years, advanced 
steadily toward our own salvation by 
our own might using the internal and 
external challenges as stepping stones. 
Korea Jias come to take on the aspect 
of a strong modern industrial state. 

Furthermore, contacts between na¬ 
tions have undergone changes from 
the mutual confrontations of the cold 
war between the East and the West to 
diversified relations which seek a 
reduction of tension. 

Through such changes, the era of 
competitive coexistance is opening, 
in which countries of different ideolo¬ 
gies and systems open their doors for 
the pursuit of mutual benefit such as 
economic development and national 
security, and enlarge the range of 
exchange and cooperation. 

Nevertheless, inspite of these 
changing circumstances, we cannot 
but regret the situation in which we 


find ourselves—in which people of 
the same blood point guns at each 
other like mortal enemies from the two 
halves of the country divided for 30 
years. 

Furthermore as we look to the future 
of the nation, we can think of no great¬ 
er tragedy than that our north Korean 
compatriots are on the verge of losing 
their national identity because of 
alien ideologies and social systems 
which are quiet incompatible with our 
national tradition. 

Mutual prosperity: We have 
steadily exerted efforts to ease ten¬ 
sions between the South and the 
North and to lay the foundation for 
peaceful unification. We proposed the 
South-North Red Cross talks out of 
brotherly love and humanitarian con¬ 
siderations, and also firmly pledged in 
the July 4th South-North Joint Com¬ 
munique, to work for the solidarity of 
tha nation and for unification. We 
further announced our foreign policy 
for peace and unification on June 
23rd, 1973 in hopes of consolidating 
peace on this land and of promoting 
the mutual prosperity of the South 
and the North, and we even proposed 
to sign a mutual non-aggression 
agreement. 

On the 23rd of June this year, we 
proposed the creation of a civilian 
consultative body for the promotion 
of mutual trade, technology, and 
capital cooperation between the South 
and the North. 

All these proposals were to 
expedite the peaceful unification of the 
fatherland which is the long-cherished 
desire of our 50 . million people. 
However, the north Korean's have 
not only turned down all these most 
realistic proposals, but they have 
even gone so far as to refuse to talk 

(Continued to page 19) 


Korea : The 
*Land Of 
Morning 
Calm* 


By G.S. 

I could hardly imagine that my 
brief visit to Seoul would turn out to 
be such a revealing and rewarding 
experience. I visited Korea the Land 
of Morning Calm', last October in 
connection with an International Se¬ 
minar on ‘Strategies of Training in 
Support of Integrated Rural Develop¬ 
ment' This was attended by 34 
senior officers representing 11 Asian 
and Pacific countries and other Inter¬ 
national Organizations The mam 
objectives of the Seminar were: 

i) to review and examine the on¬ 
going training programmes for 
Integrated Rural Development, 
in the countries of the region, 

ii) identify and analyse the major 
problems and issues pertaining 
to the training activities, 

m) to stimulate exchange of in¬ 
formation and experiences re¬ 
garding training programmes re¬ 
lated to rural development. 

iv) to formulate specific recom¬ 
mendations and develop strate¬ 
gies with a view to strengthen - 
nmg the specific role of training 
in the process of rural develop¬ 
ment, and 

v) to suggest follow-up action at 
the National, State and field 
levels 

The presentation of Country Re¬ 
ports followed by discussions, brought 
in focus the salient features of pro¬ 
grammes and polices being adopted 
by various countries for Rural Deve¬ 
lopment and the degree to which they 
could be adopted with suitable modi¬ 
fications. The deliberations of the 


BAWEJA' 

Seminar revealed that practically all 
the countries in the region are fully 
seized of the problem of Integrated 
Rural Development and have ear* 
marked substantial resources to up¬ 
lift the socio-economic conditions of 
the people. There was a general feeling 
that the programmes for the Rural 
Development in the past had not 
benefitted rural population uniformly 
and the socially weaker section of the 
community have not been given their 
due share Accordingly, each country 
in its development programme was 
stressing the need for more equitable 
growth through increased opportuni¬ 
ties to the dis-advantaged groups. It 
was accordingly recommended that 
the integrated Rural Development 
should be a matter of national res¬ 
ponsibility and its objectives and 
strategies should be worked out in 
accordance with the socio-economic 
situationa political system and re¬ 
sources available Since training is an 
essential requisite and integral part of 
the rural development programmes, 
suitable training programmes, both to 
improve the technical competence and 
managerial abilities, may be organized, 
based on the roles to be played by 
government agencies, community 
leaders and non-officials. It was how¬ 
ever, recognized that while training is 
essential for execution of develop¬ 
mental programmes, it cannot achieve 
miracles in the absence of other 
supporting factors which include na¬ 
tional commitment to the programme , 
promom equitable distribution of re- 
sources , and supply of needed inputs 
and technology . 

Seoul National University in dose 



collaboration with the Korean Govern¬ 
ment acted as a host fa the Seminar 
Meticulous care was taken to provide 
all the comforts and maximum op¬ 
portunities fa the delegates to see 
how the vigorously developing 
country has made rapid strides in all 
spheres of life. This seminar provided 
very valuable opportunity to the dele¬ 
gates to rub shoulders with their 
counterparts from other countries and 
exchange experiences on problems 
of mutual interest. Ail tfte participants 
felt that the participation in the 
Seminar was a definite professional 
gain. 


'The author is Director. Extension 
Training. Directorate of Extension. 
Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation, 
Govt of India. 







SAEMAUL UNDONQ 

One of the major considerations to 
hold the seminar in South Korea was 
to afford an opportunity to the partici¬ 
pants to have a close look at the work¬ 
ing of Saemaul Undong and the 
spectacular achievement it has made 
in bringing about socio-economic 
development in the country. 

South Korea has geographical area 
Of 98,758 sq. K.M. which is slightly 
less than Assam and its population 
34.68 million (1975) is less than 
Tamil Nadu. The average size of hold¬ 
ing is less than one hectare. During 
the first two Five Year Plans from 
1962-71. good deal of emphasis was 
laid on industrial development This 
created a wide gap in the urban and 
rural incomes and also resulted in 



migration from rural areas, la T960t the 
rural population was 7096 whereas in 
1971 it was reduced to 469& Based on 
the experience gained In earlier ef¬ 
forts. a new programme popularly 
known as SAEMAUL UNDONG (New 
Community Development) was 
launched in the year 1971 under the 
overall charge of Ministry of Home 
Affairs. It is a comprehensiw rural 
development programme with the 
primary objective of improving the 
economic conditions and making the 
village a better place to live, through 
villagers own efforts. It is noteworthy 
that this programme has the same basic 
concept philosophy and objective as 
the Community Development Pro¬ 
gramme in India. Although started 
twenty years later, it has completely 
transformed the face of rural Korea in a 
short span of time. 

Some of the salient features and 
achievements of this programme 
which have relevance to any develop¬ 
ing country, are as under:— 

(1) Basic concept and Princi¬ 
ples: Past experience revealed that 
many of the rural development pro¬ 
grammes failed because they were 
imposed on the villagers who were not 
ready to accept such support and uti¬ 
lise it properly. Accordingly, in the 
New Community Movement high 
priority was accorded to the attitudinal 
and behavioural change of the people 
for effective implementation ot this 
programme The underlying principle 
of this programme is to inculcate the 
spirit of diligenoe, self-help, cooper a- 

(Continued on page 27) 


The author with a Korean family when he visited a Korean village. 




! NEWS 
] FROM 
! KOREA 


Geometric Grid Gear 
Eyed in Major Cities 

The Ministry of Health and Social 
Affairs has decided to introduce a 
geometric grid system for precision 
measuring 0 f the pollution of the air 
in Seoul and its vicinity, it was 
announced 

The new system which is also 
known as the network station system, 
will be installed in Inchon. Puchon. 
Anyang. Songnam Shihung-kun and 
Hwasong-kun. besides Seoul 

The ministry said that seven systems 
would be newly installed to measure 
oxidants, carbon monoxide and 
nitrogen oxide in automobile exhausts 
in the capital city area where there is 
heavy vehicular traffic 

The seven precision measurement 
systems will be installed at 

Kwanghvyamun intersection. Chong- 
I gyechon 6-ka. Sosomun street. 

Yongdungpo Market Ulchiro 2-ka. 
Shinchon intersection and Chongny- 
angm intersection 

Ministry officials said that the selec¬ 
tive station systems would be installed 
j in other areas ot the nation. 

With the rearrangement of the 
nation's pollution measurement 

system the number of automatic 
systems increased from 28 to 31 and 
that of semiautomatic systems from 
259 to 309. 

Gov't to Establish Railway 
Buffer Zones 

The government has decided 
to establish buffer zones. 30 to 
50* meters wide, along the rail¬ 
roads with the aim of securing land 
necessary for double-tracking all rail¬ 
roads in the late 1980s and preventing 
accidents 

Officials of the Korean National 
Railroad said.that 11.540.000 pyong 
(38.082.000 square, meters) of land 
will be subject to development restric¬ 
tions. Under the program a total of 
4,372 shabby houses will be moved 


to other places within this year, they 
said. 

Each household to be affected will 
be granted 200.000 won in compensa¬ 
tion money and ownership right to an 
apartment built by Korea Housing 
Corp. Seoul City recently acquired 
1,100 flats built by the state-run 
housing company 

By province, Kyongsang Namdo 
took the lead with 3,045,960 pyong, 
followed by Chungchong Namdo with 
2.600.000 pyong, Cholla Namdu with 
1.883.700 pyong, Kang won-do with 
1.794.800 pyong Cholla Pukto with 
1,406.935 pyong, Chungchong Pukto 
with 1.130.162 pyong. Kyonggi-do 
with961.345pyong, Kyongsang Pukto 
with 853.046 pyong, Pusan with 
with 115,400 pyong. 496,400 pyong 
and Seoul 

When expropriating the land, the 
railroad authorities will pay compensa¬ 
tion money to each household to be 
affected according to prices calcu¬ 
lated by the Korea Appraisal Board, 
officials said 

9 Among World's 500 

Nine Korean business conglome¬ 
rates, including Hyundai and Sam¬ 
sung, were on a list of the 500 largest 
enterprises named recently by the U S 
economic monthly. Fortune, it was 
learned. The list excludes American 
companies 

Hyundai, whose turnover and net 
profits . totaled 32,590,680.000 and 
8257,035,000, respectively last year 
jumped to the position of 98th from 
287th a year earlier. 

Hyundai was followed, in order, by 
Lucky Group (14fith). Korea Oil Cor¬ 
poration (191st), Samsung Group 
(197th). Daewoo Group (299th), ICC 
Group (418th), Pohang Iron and 
Steel Co. (454th) Ssangyong Cement 
Co. (468th) and Sunkyong Group 
(491st). 

Fortune reported that Lucky had a 
turnover of 81.744,329,000, Korea 
Oil 81.341.089,000 Samsung 
^1,305,306.000, Daewoo 

8851,755.000, ICC Group 
8680.568.000. Pohang 8522.443.000. 
Ssangyong 8497,990,000 and Sunky¬ 
ong 8467,630.000. 

Its selection of the 500 largest 
firms was based on their respective 
turnover, it was also learned. 

Meanwhile, Korea, with nine enter* 
prises included in the list' pieced 
12th among other countries, the maga - 
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zine said. It said that Japan had 
116 firms included in the rooster, 
Britain 84, West Germany 62, France 
42 and Canada 36. 

Park Directs Eradication 
of Easy Earning Trend 

President Park Chung Hee recently 
directed the cabinet to carry out 
economic policies systematically so 
as to override a trend of expecting 
"unearned income" while placing the 
utmost emphasis on keeping com¬ 
modity prices stable. 

Such efforts, he said, should be 
made to comply with the expecta¬ 
tions ot those people who are leading 
a frugal and austure life. 

The President singled out unbridled 
real estate speculation as one of those 
ventures that must be checked to 
dampen the inclination for unearned 
income. 

In his directives issued on the 
occasion of the launching of a two- 
month-long pannational savings 
campaign beginning next month. 
President Park said that material sav¬ 
ings and the promotion of savings can 
be fruitful only when they are pushed 
ahead with by the combined efforts 
of the people and the government. 

In view of this. President Park went 
oa the government agencies should 
first take the lead in promoting savings 
in the execution of the budgets and 
the personnel administration. 

The Chief Executive told the 
ministries to carry out effectively their 
own peculiar policy programs to en¬ 
hance savings and material savings 
and to help promote sound consumer 
activities. 

The execution of their policy pro¬ 
grams should be based on the positive 
and voluntary participation in the 
campaign by the people, and the 
cooperation of press organizations and 
social and economic bodies, the Presi¬ 
dent said. % 

"The continued economic growth 
cannot be maintained and the founda¬ 
tion of the growth will be unstable if 
we devote ourselves to enjoying luxu¬ 
rious lives since our incomes have been 
increased and the national economy 
has made outstanding progress/' said 
President Park. 

"Savings will contribute not only to 
the stability of the livelihood of each 


3.966,042 and females 3,925,368. 
Seoul's population steadily rose from 
6,070,000 in 1972 to 7.626.692 in 
1977 according to city authorities. 



President Park Chung Hee receives a courtesy caff from Indian Minister of External 
Affairs Shn ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE (Left) 


household but also to the stabilization 
of prices," he said. At the same time, 
savings will promote investment thus 
helping the national economy main¬ 
tain high growth. President Park said. 


Public clinics to be added 

The Ministry of Health and Social 
Affairs has decided to strengthen the 
roles of public medical institutes and 
encourage more private hospitals to 
be established in industrial zones and 
rural areas by 1981. 

Ministry officials said the govern¬ 
ment will expand 24 city-or state-run 
hospitals in small cities like Uijongbu 
and Kumchon in Kyonggi-do and im¬ 
prove the medical facilities of 816 
health centres throughout the country 
by 1981 with a 5.600-million-won 
investment. 

The government will also invest 
some 20.000 million won from next 
year to 1981 on expanding or recon¬ 
structing 27 government-run hospitals 
and 10 health centres and on replac¬ 
ing old equipment with modern ones. 

The officials said public hospitals 
and health centres will increase their 
medical service from the current 20 
per cent to some 60 per cent of the 
nation's total medical service 
demanded. 

The ministry will also raise the sala¬ 
ries of medical personnel or govern¬ 
ment-run hospitals to induce more 
competent doctors and other person¬ 
nel. 


Some 482 medical students will 
be provided with scholarships by the 
government on condition that they 
serve at public health centres for two to 
five years after graduation. The officials 
said by 1982 the country's health 
centres and their branches will have at 
least one doctor each. 

For industrial zones, general hos¬ 
pitals in large cities such as Sunchon- 
hyang Hospital and Paik Hospital in 
Seoul and Patima Hospital in Taegu 
will be encouraged by the government 
to set up their branch hospitals there 
with 5,450 million won in domestic 
capital and $10,900,000 in foreign 
funds. A total of 15 general hospitals 
will be established there by 1981, the 
officials said 

The ministry said the government 
has secured a $14,100,000 loan from 
West Germany and $30,000,000 from 
Japan for the expansion work on 
public and private hospitals 

Seoul Population 
Grows 

The population of Seoul has ex¬ 
ceeded 7,800.000. Statistics compiled 
by the city government show that the 
number of registered residents in the 
capital city totalled 7,881,410 as of 
the end of June, an increase of 4.51 per 
cent over last Octobpr. The growth 
rate of the population js 0.78 per cent 
over the 3.73 per cent recorded for 
1977. City Officials predict that if the 
current increase rate prevails, the po¬ 
pulation will break tty 8 million mark 
soon. By sex, miles numbered 


Relics Found Under 
Pagoda 

Some 150 relics dating from the 
early Silla Dynasty (57 8.C.-935), 
including a bronze sarira box and a 
pair of gold earrings, have been un¬ 
earthed from beneath the 28-ton base 
and five-ton pedestal of the nihe- 
story wooden pagoda at the Hawan- 
groyang-sa temple site in Kyongju, the 
ancient capital of the dynasty. The 
pagoda, which no longer exists today 
except for the base and pedestal, was 
believed to be the largest in the Orient. 
An archeologist said that the discovery 
of the gold earrings at the temple was 
the first of its kind in the country. He 
assumed that noblemen of the then 
dynasty had worn those accessories 
in daily life and particularly for funeral 
ceremonies. 

4,000 Classrooms to ba 
Addad in '78 

A sizable investment will be made in 
an effort to alleviate the everworsen- 
ing shortage of classrooms in the 
nation's primary schools next year, 
education officials said recently. 

The Ministry of Education plans to 
invest 100,OCX) million won in a series 
of 1979 projects aimed at building 
more elementary school classrooms, 
ministry officials said. 

The ministry will build 400 class¬ 
rooms and repair 2,500 existing 
classrooms with 40.000 million won. A 
total of 10,000 million won will be 
used to equip the schools with new 
teaching aids and auxiliary facilities. 
Another 37000 million won will go 
to purchase land to be developed as 
primary school sites, according to 
the officials. 

The shortage of classrooms is re¬ 
ported to have worsened seriously in 
densely populated areas such as apart¬ 
ment complexes in Seoul and Pusan. 
Reports said that the number of 
primary school classes being taught on 
a double-shift basis reached 6,500 in 
the country this year. The number was 
5,600 last year and 2,100 in 1976. 

Of the 6*596 classes, 2,400 are in 
Seoul and 1.000 in Pusaa according 
to the ministry. 



MOMENTOUS EVENTS 
IN KOREAN HISTORY 


ADMIRAL Yl SUN SHIN 
AND THE TURTLE BOAT 

Every nation . every race. every culture has it's own moments of glory. Moments The warlike Japanese shogun. Toyo- 

and events that go down as permanent edifices in the annals of history A nations' tomi Hideyoshi. after making himself the 

pride and elan gets its sustenance from such glorious deeds of yore. Korea,, with military dictator at his island home, turned 

its ancient culture and rich heritage, can boast of many such momentous events his ambitious eyes toward Korea and 

that have added to the country's image and prestige China on the continent of Asia. When his 

From this colour issue we are starting this senes, where it will be ourendevour to threatening words proved fruitless he 

bring forth to our readers something interesting from the pages of Korean history made up his mind to overrun Korea. Thus 

from time to time. / am sure our good readers would find the story of the great in 1592. he sent out an army of 158.000 

Korean Admiral Yi Sun Shin and his famous turtle boat not only interesting but strong and a navy composed of 10.000 

inspiring—a story of man's fight against oppression and tyranny Editor seasoned pirates who crossed the sea and 





Above: Admiral Yi Sun-shin kept a 
diary during the war and never forgot 
about his mother even during the war 
years . 


Right: By having the turtle ship built 
during the war preceding Japanese 
invasion in 1692. Admiral Yi $uh*shin 
was prepared for the foreign invasion> 





attacked Korea. 

The Korean court was taken by sur¬ 
prise, and the reigning king, Sunjo. took 
refuge in far-away Uiju on the bank of the 
Amnok-kang. while the unprepared Ko¬ 
rean ground forces, hastily armed with 
bows and arrows and other rusty 
weapons, put up defense lines at Pusan 
and other strategic points and fought 
valiantly, they were no match for the 
overwhelming odds presented by the 
war-mongering enemy units of nine crack 
army dorps who were armed to the teeth 
with rifles and bayonets. 

Heroic rtfietanc*: Sport Pusan and 
Tongnae M to, the enemy, and the 
Japanese hordes Overran tha length and 
breadth of the country as they sacked. 


killed and burned. Seoul, the capital, was 
captured bv the enemy without meeting 
any resistance while the king’s palace 
went up in flames The king's two princes 
were taken captive at the hand of Kato 
Kiyomasa, the Japanese invading general, 
who had hotly pursued them far up into 
Hamyung Province At the same time. 
Konishi Yukianga, another enemy com¬ 
mander. advanced up to Pyongyang 
The Korean defending forces were 
defeated in battle after battle, except the 
one at Haengju (north of Seoul on the 
bank of the Han-gang), where KowMyul, 
the brave Korean general annihilated the 
onrUshlng Japanese hordes in a terrible 
counter attack. The Ming Empire sent out 
reinforcements to fight side by side with 


the Korean against the common enemy. 
Japan. 

Japan had requested free passage 
from the southern coast to the Yalu lead¬ 
ing to Manchuria and the heartland of 
China in her desire for conquest of the 
celestial empire Hideyoshi had declared 
that Korea lay like a bridge between 
Japan and China and he wanted to step 
across it towards his military objective 
in the continent. 

By and by Korean patriots rose in all 
parts of the country and defeated the 
Japanese in many famous battles. The 
most outstanding heroes who had fought 
bravely at the head of the guerilla bands 
were: Cho Hun, Kim Duk Nyung and 
Yunggyoo (Monk) in Cholla-do; Ko 
Kyung Myungin Choongchung-do; Kwak 
Jae Woo, Kim Chun II and Chung Ki 
Ryong in Kyungsangdo; Hyoojung 
(Susan-Daesa, monk), and Yoojung 
(Samyungdang. monk) in Pyongan-do; 
Chung Moon Boo in Hamgyung-do. But 
inspite of the heroic struggle enemy rein¬ 
forcements poured in by sea to conquer 
the whole peninsula 

At this crucial time Admiral Yi Sun 
Shi a the great Korean sailor, rose up 
with a firm determination to make his 
country mistress of the seas. To annihi¬ 
late the Japanese navy, including trans¬ 
ports, cut her supply routes, and bottle 
up her invading ground forces on the 
mainland was his military objective For 
this purpose he built up his own navy of 
wooden vessels, and especially invented 
the ' Turtle^Boat which was the first 
iron-clad man of war ever built. 

Turtle Boat: It was a big iron turtle. 
30 metres in lenqth Its back was made of 
iron spikes, like sharp reversed sabres, to 
pierce the feet of any enemy fighter jump¬ 
ing on it The only opening was a narrow 
passage in the shape of a cross on the 
surface for its own crew to traverse freely. 
All important parts of the hull were 
covered with protective iron. The bow, 
of the turtle’s head, which they called 
the Dragon head, was 130 centimeters 
in length and 95 centimetres in width and 
was mounted with four guns inside, 
which threw flames of sulphur and gun¬ 
powder. while spreading smoke-screens 
alt around the boat. A turret was on the 
stern of the turtle's tail There were six 
gun holes, each on the lower decks, port 
and starboard, and twenty-two gunholes 
each on the upper decks, while a flag, 
bearing the Chinese character for 
"Turtle", flew at the mast. When engaging 
the enemy wooden vessels in a battle, the 
upper decks was covered with straw 
(continued on page 23) 
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COMMON GOAL 
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' Korea today as omofthe major economm \$ of Asti ft has mack tremendous 
progress in the fast iWtittecades. so much so th$t : peopte the wotfd over cohdder # 
/fora* as * sof/rti8 otf- inspiration Any visitor to the Republic of Korea is greeted 
everywhere with sigmof prosperity and development. * 

77?/s fast pace of development in all spheres has vastly improved the Cod fury's 
image. In the mceht^ concluded ESCAP (Economic and Soda / Commfsddti^: * 
Asia and Pacific) meeting held in New Delhi, the Republic of Korea was looks 
upon as a major guidjyjo economic co-operation and prosperity in the region ,; 

Below, we reproduce excerpts from a speech delivered by HM. YltfM.§fi‘'r : 
CHANG. Mmrster of Energy and Resources. Republic of Korea during thecotiy 
ference. —EDITOR < 


‘The trade prospects for the develop¬ 
ing countries in Asia and the Pacific in the 
next several years are. at best, uncertain. 
This reflects the global trade trend in 
which the share of the developing 
countries in the total world trade has been 
decreasing in recent years Since 1975. 
when the world suffeied from the negative 
growth rate of 6 percent, there has been 
an economic slow-down in developed 
countries as well as developing coun¬ 
tries. leading to inflation, recession, and 
unemployment. 

These unfavourable economic condi- 
tions have been also accompanied by the 
proliferation of protectionism in manv 
developed countries New barriers to free 
flow of trade are being erected with the 
allegation that imports from developing 
countries are causing unemployment in 


Republic of Korea Minister for Energy 
and Resources H E Yie Joon Chang is 
seen here along with H E Bum Suk Lee. 
Ambassador of the Republic of Korea 
meeting with the Indian Prime Minister 
Morarji Desat at his office during the 
ESCAP conference in August 


These economies Furthermore, the in¬ 
dustries that have been afforded tem¬ 
porary relief from import competition 
now seek permanent forms of protection 
My delegation is in full agreement with 
the recommendation of the Secretariat 
that each member government establish 
an information center that will conti¬ 
nuously collect analyze, and disseminate 
all information which might be of value to 
international trade My government is 
fully prepared to cooperate with the 


Secretariat or with any national infor¬ 
mation center on this matter. 

It requires no expert knowledge to. 
realize the importance of transportation 
as a means of facilitating trade. Improve¬ 
ment of transportation, particularly re¬ 
ducing the cost of intra-regional shipping 
is an urgent task facing us. Our region 
covers a vast geographic area Therefore, 
transportation in this region should be 
given high priority." # 
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Tales From The Three Kingdoms 

The Hwarang And 

The Maitreya-Flower Youth 



two "original flowers/' were the chief 
contestants among there or four hundred 
budding beauties in Silla and vied for 
supremacy as the Queen of Love and 
Beauty. 

Joonjung invited Nammo to a drink¬ 
ing party, and made her drunk with 
strong wine. Leading her to the bank of 
the Northern Stream, she hit her fair brow 
with a stone and then buried her body 
in the sand 

Nammo s admirers missed their qeen 
and could not find her. so they sang a 
doleful song and went back to their 
homes. Someone who knew of the 
plot composed an elegy and had it sung 
by all the children in the streets Then the 
followers of the murdered beauty dis¬ 
covered her body by the wailing stream. 

The infuriated King put Joonjung to 
death and issued a royal edict to abolish 
"Wonhwa" in its place he created "Hwa* 
rang" (Flowers of Youth) by selecting 
noble young men of physical beauty and 
mental viture. He thought that he could 
lay the foundation for rising prosperity by 
training in the elegant mode of life. He 
taught them the five cardinal principal of 
human relations (kindness, justice, court¬ 
esy, intelligence and faith), the six arts 
(etiquette, music, archery, horsemanship, 
writing, and mathematics), the three 
scholarships (Royal tutor, instructor and 
teacher) and the six ways of service (holy 
minister, good minister,' loyal minister, 
wise minister, virtuous minister and 
honest minister) A youth named Sul- 
wonnang was elected as the first 'Kuk- 


sun (national 'sin-sun’), the head of the 
order. 

The King sent the Hawarangs to places 
of scenic beauty such as Kumgang-san 
(The Diamond Mountains) for physical 
and' mental culture as true knights of the 
nation. 

During the reign of Chinji-wang. there 
lived a monk called Chinja in the Hungny- 
un-sa Temple, where he worshipped the 
image of the Maitreya Buddha, wishing 
that the Buddha would appear in the in¬ 
carnation of Hwarang so that he might 
attend him as the first servant One night 
he saw an old priest in his dream 
Priest "If you go to the Sowon-sa Temple 
in Woongch'on (Kongju) you will meet 
a Maitreya-Flower Youth " 

The monk awoke in joy and visited 
the temple, where he saw a noble youth 
of great physical beauty The youth smiled 
and showed him into a guestroom in the 
temple 

Monk. "I am a stranger to you Why this 
kind reception?" 

Youth ■ "I am also a traveller from Kyongju 
visiting this temple. It is only my duty to 
be kind to a fellow human creature " 

After a short conversation, the youth 
went out from the room and disappeared 

The monk was wondering at this 
singular event when the abbot of the 
temple told him to go to Chonsan 
(Thousand Mountains) where he might 
meet superhuman beings. The monk 
climbed up the hills and there he saw a 
mountain-god, who changed into a 
white-beared old man 


Old man: "What are you doing here and 
whom do you want to see *' 

Monk: "I want to see Maitreya Flower 
youth." 

Old man: "You saw him at the entrance 
of the Sowon-sa Temple, didn't you?" 

Chinja was surprised and returned to 
his old temple in Kyongju. Chinji-wang. 
the King, heard the news and called the 
monk 

King "I understand that your Maitreya 
Flower Youth told you that he lived in 
Kyongju Sages and Buddhas do not tell 
lies Why don't you seek him within the 
city?" 

Chinja gathered his followers and 
sought his flower-youth, Suddenly his 
eyes shotted a handome youth strolling 
under a big tree northeast of the Yong- 
myo sa Temple In rapturous thrill 
the monk approached the youth 
Monk "You are Maitreya- Flower Youth 
(Mireuk Sunhwa) 1 What is your name 
and where is your home ?" 

Youth "My given name is Mireuk, but I 
do not know my family name since I lost 
my parents in my infancy " 

Chinja conducted the youth to the 
place in a palanquin. The King loved the 
youth and put him at the head of all 
Hwarangs The wondrous youth taught 
his Hwarang disciples social etiquette, 
music and songs in addition to lessons 
on patriotic behavior, enhancing the fair 
name of Hwarang to its zenith After seven 
yeais lie disappeared to the fairland of 
'Smsun'. and the king and all the people 
of Si I la missed his noble qualities 


President Park's speech 

(Continued from Page 7) 

with us for several years. 

As I emphasized several times be¬ 
fore, the unification of the fatherland 
should be accomplished by peaceful 
means. I believe that the best way to 
assure this is to pursue mutual pros¬ 
perity through increased exchanges 
and cooperation through dialogue. 

On this occasion, I strongly urge 
the north Korean's to respond to our 
efforts for the unconditional resump¬ 
tion of the South-North talks and the 
promotion of economic cooperation 
and to realize the fact that the time 
when they can dream about unifica¬ 
tion by means of force has already 
gone. 

Peaceful unification: In the even¬ 
tuality that the north Korean's accept 
our proposals and there is progress, 
we will be able to work out more 
positive measures to bring peace to 


this territory and to lay the ground¬ 
work for peaceful unification. 

My beloved fellow countrymen. 

Our imminent goal is to build a 
wealthy and powerful country as 
soon as possible by accelerating the 
cultivation of our national strength 

Only with great national strength, 
can we defend our country, enjoy 
prosperity, and take the initiative in 
bringing about the peaceful unifica¬ 
tion of our fatherland. 

In order to be a wealthy and strong 
nation it is very important to be self 
reliant in economy and national de 
fense. but it is more important to 
establish a sound national morality 
and social discipline A country which 
has lost its sense of morality and where 
there is no social justice-like a house 
built on sand-—cannot maintain eco¬ 
nomic prosperity even if it once had 
it. One can say that a country is really 
wealthy and powerful only when its 
people respect law and order, work 


diligently, and help one another with 
neighbourly affection 

That is why we hold dear the values 
of deligence, self-help and coopera¬ 
tion which are central to the Seamual 
movement, and this is why we are 
resolutely pushing the anti corruption 
movemsnt 

Now. as we aie on the thereshold 
of becoming a highly industrialized 
country, we should exert all efforts 
toward the promotion of spiritual 
culture as well as toward economic 
prosperity 

Step by step, we are now construct¬ 
ing the wealthy and strong fatherland 
we have dreamt of since national libe¬ 
ration. Our devotion and efforts will 
continue until the task of the peaceful 
unification of the fatherland and the 
national revitalization is completed. 

The day of glory is bound to come 
as we are marching forward with 
strong determination and the power 
of unity 




Korea In The 
Olympics 



The Korean Women's volleyball team at a game The team won Korea's first medal 


1948 London Olympics: Amid thun- m Olympic games at Montreal 


Since the Republic was bom on August 1946, it has weathered scores of ups and 
downs en route to establishing itself as one of the most promising nations in 
various fields in the world. 

The 30 year Korean sports history is no exception in mirroring the national joy. 
sorrow and developments in the past three decades. 

In that respect m will trace the history of Korean participation in the Olympics 
from the 1948 London Olympics to the 1976 Montreal games. ^EDITOR 


deriny Cheers and emotion, a 65-member 
Korean squad fcx the London Olympics 
was seen off at Seoul Stadium 
on June 20 in 1948. two months 
before the foundation of the 
Republic of Korea Aug 1 5 the same year 
It ofcourse, was the first Korean sports 
contingent to take part in an international 
sports get-together under its own flag. 
Taegukki 

As there was no adequate air route 
available, it took 21 da\s for the Korean 
athletes to arrive in London from Seoul 
It was a hard voyage for the Koreans 
on their way to arrive in London As the 
Korean athletes had no prior knowledge 
of weather changes, all of them made 
their journey wearing short pants and 
shirts which they bought in Hong-kong 
But the weather began to worsen when 
they made a stopover in Rome. In Amster- 
dorn the Korean athletes, all of them in 
summer clothes, drew the attention of 


other passengers, who of course, were 
in overcoats and fur jackets 

The Koreans shared joyful tears as they 
made the march, followed by the huge 
Korean national flag in the opening cere¬ 
mony 

Among the Korean participants were 
Son Ki-jong, who had won a gold medal 
under the Japanese flag in the marathon 
in the Berlin Olympics 12 years before. 

In its debut in the Olympics. Korea 
harvested two bronze medals—by fly¬ 
weight boxer Han Su-an and middle¬ 


weight weightlifter Kim Sonjip. 

1962 Helsinki Olympics: As the na¬ 
tion was in the turmoil of the Korean War, 
Korean sports had to suffer numerous 
problems and opposition on their way to 
field a contingent in the Helsinki Olym¬ 
pics, which opened July 19, 1952. 

Cho Pyong-uk, then president of the 
Korea Amateur Sports Association, had 
to quit his position in a stormy contro- 
versary over whether Korea would vie in 
the Olympics or not at a time when it was 
involved in a war. 







Above Wrestler yang 
Chong mo struggling 
hard m this match to 
earn the gold medal 


Left Wrestler Yang 
Chong-mo responds to 
the cheers after 
receiving the nation's 
first Olympic gold 
mecfai \mce national 
liberation 



At any rate. Korea decided to field a 
38-member squad in the Olympics on 
June 10 that year. 

The mini Korean sports squad won two 
bronze medals, earned by bantamweight 
boxer Kang Chun-ho and weightlifter 
Kim Song-jip 

In marathon, Choe Yun-chil dashed to 
break the former world record by marking 
two hours, 26 minutes and 26 seconds 
but finished in fourth place. 

Bantamweight Kang, before entering 
an actual fight started with a flyweight 
representative from the Philippines The 
Filipino knocked out Kang in a practice 
bout which drove the Korean hope into 
deep disappointment and despair. "How 
weak I am against the lighter division 
fighters." he said. 

Bewildered, the Korean manager Kim 
Myong-gon worked out an idea. He beg¬ 
ged a Finish pro boxer to have a sparring 
fight with disappointed Korean boxer 
Kang. The Korean manager promised the 
Finn to buy a drink for each voluntary 
knockout. And it worked. 


The Korean boxer then gathered steam 
and hammered his way to a bronze medal 
1956 Melbourne Olympics: Korean 
sports scoied its fust Olympic silver medal 
in the Melbourne Olympics, thanks to the 
Splendid performance of Song Sunchon 
Seasoned light-middleweight Kim 
Chang-hi erupted to gain Korea a bronze 
medal in weightlifting 

Of the 33 Korean athletes vying in the 
melbourne Olympics, six players nearly 
won medals, finishing in fourth and fifth 
places 

The fourth placers were Lee Chang- 
hun in the marathon, Yu In-ho in weight- 
lifting and Lee Sang gyun in wrestling 
The fifth placers were Kim Song-jip in 
weightlifting and Hwang Ui-gyong in 
boxing. 

Korean silver medalist Song Sun- 
chon's result was regarded as "miracle" 
by Korean sports people. 

Song became the Korean boxing sen¬ 
sation only six months after he had even 
worn gloves. 

The Korean boxing wonder, before be¬ 


coming a boxer, was an all-round athlete. 
Seasoned weightlifter Kim Chang-hi's 
success in the Melbourne Olympics, was 
also highlighted by rising star Song Sun- 
chon's merit. 

It was Kim's third participation in the 
Olympics, following his entries in the 
London and Helsinki meets. 

1960 Roma Olympic*: The social 
disorder surrounding the nation in 1960, 
when the April 19 Student Uprising oc¬ 
cupied, also affected sports circles. 

Korea dispatched 36 athletes in nine 
events to the 1960 Rome Olympics And 
they returned home without a single 
medal 

It was a time when world nations had 
begun to pay attention to sports as a 
means to display their national strength. 

But Korea could not afford to invest in 
sports due to social turmoil 

Featherweight Kim Haenamin weight- 
lifting and light-weight Pong Chang-won 
in wrestling were the best performers 
among the Korean athletes, finishing in 
fourth place in their respective com¬ 
petitions 

In boxing, welterweight Kim Ki-su was 
eliminated by Nino Venvenuti of Italy in 
the third round 

But Kim raised a storm by outdeci- 
siomng Venvenuti later m Seoul to 
wrest the WBA junior middleweight title 
from the Italian 

Lee Pil-jung in diving brought a bitter 
smile to the Korean contingent as he fell 
on his hip to the laughter of spectators 
and games officials 

The first Korean diver competing m 
the Olympics said afterwards, "Soon 
after I reached the diving board, I could 
see tfie bottom of the pool It looked so 
deep that I felt I was diving to death. So 
I decided to land on the waters safely on 
the hip " 

1964 Tokyo Olympics: Korea fielded 
a 210-member contingent for 16 events 
in the Tokyo Olympics, which was the 
largest in history of Korean participation 
in the Olympics 

Compared with this largescale dis¬ 
patch. the Korean medal harvest in Tokyo 
was poor, featuring two silver and one 
bronze medals 

The two Korean silver medalists were 
bantamweight Chong Sin-jo in boxing 
ana flyweight Chang Chang-son in 
wrestling 

Korea’s sole bronze medal was earned 
by Kim Ui-tai un judo 

The Koreans, yearning for a gold medal 
in the Olympics, paid full attention to the 
two finals in which Chang and Chong 
were to compete. 

But their dream was washed out as 






A historic photograph showing the Korean sports contingent holding a ceremony 
to enter the Athletes village before the beginning of the 1948 London Olympics 


the two finalists surrendered in the crucial 
finals, to the national disappointment 
Korean interest in and concern for the 
Tokyo Olympics was so hectic that it 
brought about two stoning incidents in 
Seoul 

Basketballer Mun Hyonjang was the 
first victim as he failed to score his two 
chances for free throws 

His two consecutive failures in free 
throws threw cold water on the Korean 
bid to qualify for the final round, defeat¬ 
ed by Mexico in a crucial match. 

The angry Koreans also threw stones 
at the houses of volleyball officials for 
their decision to send a women's volley- 
ball team to the Tokyo Olympic, which 
finished poorly. 

The Koreans had to witness a bitter 
human drama in the Tokyo Olympics, pro¬ 
duced by north Korea's inhuman 
attitude 

Sin Kum-dan. north Korea's sensa¬ 
tional medium-distanoe runner, met her 
father in south Korea who rushed to 
Tokyo to meet his daughter 

But the meeting after 20 years since 
the nation was halved had to end after 
seven minutes as north Korean guards 
forcibly separated them 
1968 Mexico Olympics: In a word, 
the harvest in the 1968 Mexico Olympics 
was disappointing to Koreans 

With the growing stabilization of 
politics and the economy, in fact. 
Korean sports leaders believed that they 
were prepared best this time, to hope for 
a gold medal. 

Before it sent 55 athletes to the 
Mexico Olympics the .Korea Amateur 
Sports Association (KASA) bared its 


hope for a possible medal tally of one 
gold, one silver and five bronze. 

But their target and prediction went 
completely astray 

Korea's sole silver medalist Chi Yong- 
ju in boxing was completely bowled out 
of the KASA's predicted medal hope 

The smallest and lightest of the 
55 Korean athletes. Chi. however, 
pounded his way to the sports focus 
ol the nation 

When Korea's sole hope for a gold 
medal in the Olympics entered the ring 
for the finals, all the Korean team officials 
and athletes rushed to cheer Chi 

The Koreans were so eager to see the 
first gold medal and so anxious over the 
result that they asked Korean jury Chu 
Sang-jom to give them prior notice of the 
result before the referee announced the 
decision 

Chi's final with a Venezuelan boxer 
was a close seesaw, making it quite 
difficult to predict the result and making 
the Koreans further anxious 

After seeing the two judges papers, 
Korean judge Chu signalled Chi's decision 
victory, sending the Korean people there 
to their feet shouting "Mansei (victory) ” 
But the Korean joy was short-lived as 
the referee raised the hand of Chi's 
opponent. 

Though the first two judges' papers 
gave Chi the victory the remaining 
three favored the Venezuelan boxer 

The Korean women volleyballers sur¬ 
rendered on the verge of a bronze 
medal. 

In the bronze medal decision match, 
Korea won the first two sets against 
Poland. 


But the two-then-three jin* as in 
Chi's boxing result appeared in volleyball, 
too. Poland overcame the first setback to 
outlast Korea 3-2. 

The Korean contingent repeated its 
setback as in the Mexico Olympics 
in 1972 when they vied in the Munich 
Olympics. 

The Korean Amateur Sports Associa¬ 
tion (KASA) sent what it called an elite 
group of 63 athletes in eight sports. 

But the Korean harvest in Munich 
was too poor and disappointing, manag¬ 
ing to gain only one silver via 0 Sunglip, 
a Korean resident in Japan. 

Domestic newspapers unleashed un- 
precedently harsh criticism of the Korean 
sports policy for its slowness and failure 
to "introduce" scientific sports " 

1976 Montreal Olympics and 
Future Prospects: At last, Korean 
sports scored its first gold medal as 
featherweight Yang Chong-mo placed 
first in freestyle wrestling in the 1976 
Montreal Olympics 

It was the highlight of Korean sports 
in the past 30 years and a demonstra¬ 
tion of national strength 

Besides Yang's gold medal, the 72- 
member Korean contingent chalked up 
one silver and four bronzes 

Spurred by their success in the Mon¬ 
treal Olympics, Koreans are making 
further efforts to duplicate their 
supremacy 

The Korean endeavor for sports deve¬ 
lopment is further necessiated to counter 
sports-political offences by neighboring 
Communist regimes such as north Korea 
and Communist China 

Public interest in and concern for 
sports have exploded with the television 
networks staging hectic competition in 
broadcasting sports highlights 

Various sport journals are about to 
mushroom. 

Sports stars have become idols of the 
public surpassing such entertainers as 
singers and actors. 

Business groups are increasingly turn¬ 
ing their eyes to harboring their own 
sports teams, creating a scouting war. 

Samsung Woolsan and Hyundai 
Construction, two giants of Korean 
industry staged a head-on clash last 
year over the scouting of men's basketball 
stars. 

A cosmetics company was not reluc¬ 
tant to offer nine-figure cash to scout a 
girl basketball superstar. 

The company figured that their sports 
teams provided public relations worth 
1,000 million won. 

Their calculation is based on their 
teams' or athletes' appearances in mass 
media. • 





(Continued from page 13) 

ADMIRAL SHIN 

mats for camouflage, and it swiftly rode 
the tide, in all winds, as it's cannon balls 
and fire-arrows sent destruction to the 
enemy targets There were ten oars on 
each side of the boat which enabled it to 
outrun the enemy vessels. 

Since it was constructed in the shape 
of a turtle, its own sailors could look 
out from inside, but the enemy could not 
look in from outside. There were twenty 
four compartments in the boat—2 for 
stores. 3 for weapons such as fire-lock 
cannons, bows, arrows, spears, and 
swords etc. 19 for the sailors’ bunks The 
whole frame was aromored with double 
iron plates and iron railings, making it 
inpregnable. 

Among other victories won by the 
admiral's fleet led by the Turtle Boat the 
following are the most outstanding: 

The Okpo Sea-Battle, fought off the 
coast of Ido-myun. Tongyung. Kyung- 
sang-namdo. on 7-8 May 1592, in which 
58 Japanese vessels were burned and 
sunk; 

The Dangpo Sea-Battle, fought off the 
coast of Sanyangmyun, Tongyung, 
Kyungsang-namdo, on 2-11 June 1952, 
with the destruction of 38 Japanese 
vessels; 

The Hansan-do Sea-Battle, fought on 
the ocean near that island off the coast 
of Koje, on 8-10 July 1952, 73 Japanese 
vessels were destroyed by the outflank¬ 
ing of the enemy's squadron with the 
famous "Crane Wing" formation of his 
fleet Again 42 Japanese vessels were 
destroyed during his triumphal return 
voyage 

The Hansan-do Sea-Battle was the 
Salamis of Korea, because that single 
action pronounced a death-sentence to 
war-loving Hideyoshi's transportation of 
troops toward Korea and it also frustrated 
his knavish trick for conquest of China 
The war was protracted for seveial years 
only to cover Hideyoshi's alibi for an 
unjustifiable invasion It doomed his 
wildcat ambition and foreshadowed 
another probable defeat in any further 
attempt for continental conquest. 

Famous battles: The Pusan Sea- 
Battle on September 1,1592. By this time, 
the enemy vessels were bottled up inside 
the Pusan harbor, and the Admiral's 
squadron of 74 battle-ships and 92 des¬ 
troyers dashed into the harbor, with 
drums beating, and trumpets blowing, as 
it sank and burned more than 100 


Japanese vessels, turning the blue waters 
into a red sea with bleeding Japanese 
sailors and the dead. At this battle, the 
Admiral’s second in command. Captain 
Chung Un. was killed in action. 

On July 15, 1593, the Admiral moved 
his headquarters to the Hansan-do Naval 
Base, to the South of Pusan and 
Tongyung. in his capacity as Fleet Admi¬ 
ral, commanding the combined naval for¬ 
ces of the three provinces facing Japan. 
Up to December, 1 596. he led his fleet in¬ 
to battle on the sea channels where he 
won victory after victory over the enemy, 
and firmly held control of the sea Day 
after day his reputation rose. By this time, 
Won Gyoon. the commandant of the 
Kyungsang naval force and his fellow 
officers, being jealous of the Admiral for 
his fame, hatched a conspiracy and 
brought against him a false accusation— 
"Stealing the hearts of the people and 
attempting to usurp the throne of the 
king" 

So the Admiral was wrongly thrown 
into the King's jail in January, 1597. But 
in the meantime. Won Gyoon. who had 
replaced the admiral as the commander - 
in-chief of the combined fleet was 
beaten by the Japanese in every sea bat¬ 
tle. and the king's court at the same time 
found the Admiral not guilty He was 
reinstated to his former glory in August 
of the same year The Admiral swiftly 
regrouped his battered war-vessels and 
began defeating the Japanese 

The Myungang (Wooltol-mok) Sea 
Battle, at the narrow channel in Woo- 
Sooyung near Mokpo, on 16 September 
1597, when his 'twelve boats, with few 
but valiant sailors on board, fought 330 
Japanese vessels by leading the enemy's 
sea craft with 4,000 men up the channel 
to a waterfall. The enemy was catapulted 
to the bottom by submarine iron cables 
anchored across the swift roaring current 
Meanwhile. Admiral Vi camouflaged his 
own lead vessels to look like fishing boats. 
This wonderful deception by a small 
squadron upon a large and seemingly 
superior fleet established a record for 
sea-fights 

On 17 February 1598. at the age of 54, 
the Admiral moved his headquarters to 
Kogum-do Island. Wando-goon. Cholla- 
namdo. 

The Noryang Sea Battle, off the coast 
of Tongyung, on 18-19 November 1598 
By this time, Hydeyoshi, who had caused 
the war, lying on his deathbed, ordered 
his warriors, fighting in Korea, to come 
home. But they were not allowed to 
enjoy a pleasant return voyage, for 
Admiral Yi Sun Shin was determined to 


send all of the home-bound enemy troops 
and vessels to the bottom of the sea 
instead of allowing them to reach their 
cherry island. 

Seated high on the bridge of his flag¬ 
ship. he beat the drum and engaged his 
entire fleet including his favourite Turtle 
Boat in a fight with the 500 odd black 
ships of the Japanese. Just as the 
triumphal battle cry of "Mansei"! was 
about to ring out from the lips of his 
valiant sailors all over the sea. up flew an 
enemy fire-ball which hit him under the 
left arm and down he fell, holding his 
commanding sword unsheathed He cal¬ 
led his adjutant and nephew to his side 
saying—"Do not weep! Do not an¬ 
nounce my death t Beat the drum t We 
are still fighting t Finish the enemy to the 
last one i” 

Thus like Nelson, the great captain of 
Korea's navy died, at the moment of his 
final victory on his beloved Turtle Boat 

The British Admiralty placed the Turtle 
Boat on record as the world's first iron¬ 
clad war-vessel 

The bronze-statue of Admiral Yi Sun 
Shin, in full armour with his long sword 
in hand, stands in Tongyung. overlook¬ 
ing the scenes of his great sea victories. 
The inscription on the Admiral's sword 
(a poem of his own composition in two 
lines with five Chinese characters each) 
reads as follows. 

Pledge, sea—-fish, dragons move; 

Swear, hill—plants, trees know. 

The above poem may be interpreted 

in the following words* 

I pledge to the sea — 

The fish and the dragons are 
moved to take my part; 

I swear by the hill— 

The plants and the trees know 
my heart 

Delux Ferry Service 

A 3,COO*ton, delux car ferry was 
launched recently for passenger ser¬ 
vice between Mokpo, southwestern 
city of Korea, and Cheju island. The 
inaugural ceremony in Mokpo was at¬ 
tended by Kang Changsong. director 
of the Korea Maritime and Port Ad¬ 
ministration and hundreds of local 
citizens and officials. The vessel, 
purchased by Tongyang Express Co. 
from Japan for 1.200 million yea will 
cover the routB in six hours, or three 
hours faster than the travel time re¬ 
quired by ordinary vessels. It is also 
capable of carrying 683 passengers, 
some 40 vehicles of varying type and 
containers at one time, maritime offi¬ 
cials said. 
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Left So beautiful and fresh ft is 
tradition that seems to smile at us The 
dress, the poise of the girl combine to 
give an aesthetic aroma 
Above Inspire of effects of 
westernization and modern influence 
the Korean has not forgotten his 
glorious past, which is evident in their 
attire, like the one shown here of a 
newly marned couple. 


Since early times. KoPfeans have been 
particularly fond of wearing white clothes, 
and Korea was once called "the nation of 
the white dressed " The chief fabric was 
hemp, and its quality was determined by 
the number of warp units in loom weav¬ 
ing, ranging from three to 28 sungs 
(a sung consisting of 80 threads) Hemp 
cloth of 28 sungs is as thin as a dragonfly's 
wings, soft light and most suitable 
for summer apparel. 




What more can be enjoyable and soothing to the eyes than a lovely setting, colourful traditional dress and chaimmg ladies. It is 
as the poet would say—"Like a host of golden daffodils ‘ 


Hemp was used year-round. In summer 
it was woven to provide the best 
ventilation, and in winter several layers of 
a coarse texture were worn fa warmth. 
Later, as sericulture was introduced, 
silk also became a primary material in 
addition to felt made from matting 
animal skins a fur. 

Traditionally Korean dress has been 
cut closely fa comfort not fa style or 
function. The outer garment looked like 


a gown, and the more layers of clothes 
there were, the mom full-fledged the 
attire was 

DISCOVERY OF COTTON: Ever since 
1363, when a Korean envoy to Peking 
secretly brought a cotton seed into 
Korea cotton garments have become 
more and more popular among Koreans 
The standard length of Korean cotton yarn, 
woven of five sungs. was about 12 metres, 
though the precise length varied .through 


the ages Its width, called one pok. 
depended on the warp unit a sung . 
but ranged from 34 to 36 centimeters. 

As social institutions became stabi¬ 
lized, colored ornaments were used on 
clothing to symbolize the wearers class, 
wealth or position, as well as social 
occasions such as mourning a felicita¬ 
tion 

During the Koryo Dynasty 
(918-1392), Korean dress became se- 


parated into upper and lower garments. 
Those in the ruling classes decorated the 
hems of their clothes with bands in 
various colors, while the common folk 
continued to wear simply white clothing 

During the subsequent Vi Dynasty 
(1392-1910). the upper garment the 
chogori. was shortened while the lower 
garments ( pa/i or trousers for men and 
chima. or skirt for women) became 
relatively longer, with the horizontal 
length of the wraparound chima ranging 
11 to 13 pok. or about 3 5 to 4.5 meters. 

In olden days, the yangban class 
(nobility) had their chogori cut so amply 
that both hands could be held together 
inside the sleeves while the sleeve 
flaps hung elegantly below Though the 
basic cutting line was straight it was 
modified to a certain extent to provide 
roomy comfort 

In men's dress, the higher the social 
status of the wearer, the more voluminous 
the trousers became, while for women, 
the horizontal length of the chima 
corresponded to the social rank of the 
wearer Women of the lower classes did 
not even wear a chima in some regions 

Men always put on headwear when 
going out and women had to put on 
a shawMike outer garment lest their 
faces be seen by others. In the country¬ 
side, women instead wore a large sedge 
hat and wh$n it was worn by a tiny 
womaa it looked as if only a large sedge 
hat was moving on the ground. 


In traditional Korean houses, an inner 
living room fa the women was set apart 
like a sanctuary, and even the husband 
had to put on a gown-like robe, called 
chungchimak, tied around the chest and 
wear a round black hat on his head 
before visiting there. Yangbans. even 
in the warmest season of the year, had 
to put on cotton-cloth socks, or poson. 
which were padded in winter, and gather 
their baggy trousers to be tied around 
the ankles. 

ORNAMENTATION: A married woman 
whose husband and offspring were 
alive refrained from wearing a plain 
white chogori When the hem of her 
chogori was decorated with an indigo 
band, it symbolized her offspring, and a 
long string tie on her breast and purple 
ribbon in her hair indicated that her 
husband was still living In such cases, 
the chima would be of a jade green 
color If such a fortunate woman was 
still young, a colored band was added as 
an ornament on her chogori' s underarms 

When an old womaa even so aged 
as to be bent at the waist wore such 
attire, it signified that despite her 
years, she was aging together in pace 
with her husband and with an endow¬ 
ment of offspring in the blissful happiness 
of married life 

A yangban woman wore a chima of 
12 -pok width, its upper edge pleated, 
wrapping it around her from right to 
left with the outer end of the chima 


behind her back on her left Common 
women did the same in reverse. Women 
of nobility did not use a belt around the 
waist even with a lengthy and long- 
drooping chima. 

Korean's prefer to find the demure 
beauty of korean Women in the pointed 
white tip of the cotton-padded canoe¬ 
shaped socks, the poson. barely visible 
j from the drooping hem of the long 
chima reaching almost to the ground. 
The poson were cut so tight that women 
sometimes rolled around the rodm putting 
their feet into them like the cowboys of 
the old West trying to put their boots 
on. The common practice was to place 
a piece of paper under the foot to make 
the siding-in smoother A large foot on a 
woman was called a madang-bat, literally 
a foot like a courtyard, flat and broad, 
indicating Koreans' preference for women 
with tiny feet 

In the 1920s, a new product rubber 
shoes, appeared in Korea. Initially, women 
from good families refrained from using 
the new shoes, fearing that they would 
decompose the toes of wearers. Around 
the same time, canvas shoes also came 
on the market and fa a time, Korean 
women preferred the canvas footwear to 
rubber 

Politics also played a part in changing 
fashions of dress In the 18th century, the 
ruling taction in the court split into two 
groups—a "senia view” and an oppos¬ 
ing "junia view"—over a procedural 
question concerning mourning rituals in 
the royal family People in each group 
attempted to distinguish themselves from 
those in the other. 

While men tried to find distinction in 
the details of the ritual, women from the 
opposing groups differentiated them¬ 
selves through their bonnet-like head¬ 
dress, the. shape of chogoris collar and 
the length of the Chogori's cloth string- 
tie hung on the breast. 

Since Korea formerly known as the 
"Hermit Kingdom,'* became exposed 
to the outside world around the turn of 
this century. Koreans' dress has rapidly 
became Westernized. Traditional Korean 
dress remains faithfully preserved in the 
countryside, however particularly by 
womenfolk who maintain their chima - 
chogori like a reservia of Korea's age-old 
traditions in costume. 


On the left is formal outing attire for men 
of the yangban (noble) class. On the right 
is the traditional woman's two-piece dress, 
the chima ' and chogori 
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tion and positive attitude towards 
self-improvement. 

(il) Peoples' participation: In 

planning and execution of this pro¬ 
gramme Top down and Bottom up' 
approach is used. The projects for rural 
developments are planned by the Vil¬ 
lage Development Councils and im¬ 
plemented under the guidance of local 
leaders who are fully trained by the 
Government in leadership and 
management skills. 

(iii) Priorities: While in the ini¬ 
tial stages greater emphasis was laid 
on the spiritual enlightenment and 
social development subsequently 
focus was shifted to economic 
development activities viz. agricultural 
production, cooperative farming sys¬ 
tem reafforestation projects, rural 
industries. In order to generate employ¬ 
ment through economic pursuits, the 
Government of Korea gives a loan to 
the tune of 70% of the investment for 
setting up factories in the rural areas 
and renders assistance in marketing 
the products through exporis. I visited 
one of the Seamaul factories located 
in a village where high quality leather 
jackets were being manufactured. To 
a simple querry about the sale ar¬ 
rangements. the reply was "We export 
the entire product to Japan". 

(iv) Village Leaders' Training: It 
is recognized that the most important 
facta in development process is the 
human facta and they must have a 
positive attitude towards development. 
In view of this, a massive training pro¬ 
gramme was arranged fa Village 
Leaders (both men and women) at 
the National and State Training 
Centres. The main features of training 
are to develop leadership qualities and 
sense of devotion to the community 
development work. There is no formal 
curriculum but the training is given 
through self-learning, presentation of 
case-studies, group discussions, study 
tours and field work. Another interest¬ 
ing feature of this training is that the 
teachers and trainees live together in 
dormitories throughout the course of 
training. 

(v) Training of Social Leaders: 

Common training programmes for 
leaders representing various organiza¬ 
tion such as high ranking official 
heads of business firms, religious 
leaders. University Professors, Bank- 
er*News Reporters, Police Chiefs, 
Minister* Vice-Minister* M.L.As are 


also arranged on regular basis. They 
are given the same type of training and 
treatment as in case of village leaders. 
This training has made a tremendous 
impact in realization of their role in 
rural development work and thereby 
developing a spirit of solidarity. It is 
note worthy that 5% of the budget for 
various development programmes is 
earmarked fa training purposes. 

(vi) Incentives and recognition: 
The Village Leaders assist in planning 
and implementation of various projects 
on voluntary basis. However, they are 
given recognition by the Govern¬ 
ment and special awards and medals. 
In addition President's awards are also 
given to those villages which have 
done outstanding work in various 
socio-economic projects. In the year 
1976, as many as 6,313 villages con¬ 
stituting 18% of the total number were 
given President's awards 

(vii) Self-sufficiency in food: 
As a result of introduction of high- 
yielding varieties of rice (Tongil), 
intensive training of village leaders, 
extension workers and farmers, strong 
information communication support, 
Korea achieved self-sufficiency in food 
in the year 1975 It was interesting to 
note that productivity ot rice in 
Korea is higher than Japan. This is 
primarily attributed to the close link¬ 
ages between research and extension 
which are operating under the overall 
incharge of one Department. 

(viii) Farm Income: One of the 
significant achievements of the New 
Community Movement is that whereas 
the average farm income in 1970 was 
only 67% of the average urban wage 
earner, it has increased to 111% in the 
year 1976 

KOREAN COURTESY AND 
FRIENDSHIP 

Before proceeding to Korea. I con¬ 
tacted the local Korean Embassy to 
send me a set of literature to have a 
general idea about the country before 
landing there. Through the courtesy of 
the Cultural Attache. I received a 
beautiful set of literature on various 
aspects of life in Korea. While waiting 
in the passenger lounge in Hong 
Kong, to catch Korean Airlines to 
Seoul a gentleman by the name of 
Mr. Insu Hong, sitting next to me 
introduced himself. He was delighted 
to know that I was going to Seoul, his 
home towa where he was having a 
roaring business. While exchanging 


notes about otr professions, he show¬ 
ed keen interest to get in touch with me 
at Seoul and to make sure he took 
down my address. I was happily 
surprised when one day I received a 
telephonic call from Mr. Insu Hong 
inviting me fa lunch and sight-seeing. 
He took me to a Chinese Restaurant 
While it provided a very nioe oppor¬ 
tunity to know more about each other, 
he also discovered my food habits. 

Seoul is simply fascinating like any 
modern capital city but with a happy 
blend of old culture and traditions. 
It is spotlessly clean. There are a 
number of places of tourist interest and 
scenic spots all over the country No 
wonder Korea is called the 'Switzer¬ 
land of Asia' Before dropping me at 
the Hotel, he requested me to spend 
an evening at his residence so as to 
meet his family members and friends 
On reaching his home what impressed 
me most was the joy readiating on the 
faces of everybody to have me amidst 
them and the warm feelings and 
courtesy extended by each one of 
them Knowing my taste, my host had 
arranged some of the dishes for 
Dinner which I had relished at the 
earlier lunch and in addition a number 
of other Korean dishes were served 
which are suited to Indian taste. I 
requested the lady members to join us 
tor Dinner but they were not agree¬ 
able because of the Korean custom 
to bestow personal attention and take 
the food after the Chief Guest leaves 
I was overwhelmed with this custom 
which is very much prevalent in 
India In addition I observed lot of 
commonality in culture, customs, 
traditions and values between Korea 
and India 

After dinner, my friend called a 
Taxi to take me back to the Hotel He 
insisted on paying advance fare to the 
Taxi Driver which according to him 
was a common courtesy for special 
friends and guests. When I reached 
the Hotel quite late in the evening, 
my telephone rang up This was a call 
from the host friend who wanted to 
know whether I had reached safe and 
sound. All these gestures were heart 
winning and have left lasting impres¬ 
sions on my mind. Had I not met this 
gentleman, my visit to Korea would 
have had different meaning. How can 
one forget such happy experience in 
life which generate so much goodwill 
and foster the bonds of friendship 
between the two countries. ^ 








A LONESOME 

SEASON**** 

The great poet Shakespeare had once said "If music be the food of love, play on Music is poetry and poetry music, or to 
put in the words of the famous English writer Carlyle. "Poetry is musical thought It is the very essence of culture, of human 
civilization It gives us joy. love and vivacity. 

Korean poetry is as rich and lyrical as-any in the world. It is as subtle and fine as the famous art and handicrafts of Korea. There 
is romance in Korean poetry. A beautiful, delectable and enigmatic romance. 

In this issue we have made our earnest efforts to reproduce some of the finest poems of modern Korean Poets. All the poems 
have been selected for their bountiful love, freshness and meaning. Our readers can surely hope for similar treats in the future. 
Suggestions will always be welcome and appreciated. —EDITOR 


IF YOU CALL THE HEART OF A GIRL 

By Shin Sok-chong By Hwang Sok-u 


If you call 

I will come to you 

Like yellow gtnko leaves in autumn 

That drift m the wind . 

If you call 

/ will come to you 

Like a new moon that goes down 

Quietly at night when mist 

Settles over the lake. 

If you call 
/ will come to you 

Like a stream that winds its way onto 
The sky edge on a mild spring day . 

If you call 
/ will come to you 

Like the sunshine that creeps in the lawn 
In early spnng when white heron sings 
In the blue sky. 


INVERSE PROPORTION 
By Han Yong-un 


The heart of a girl is a spnng lawn. 
If trodden , it breaks; 

If kindled, it burns. 

The heart of a girt is a glass-bell; 
If wind brushes, it sobs 
If tossed, it shatters. 

LYRICISM 
By Chon Pong-Kon ' 

It was raining 
Trapped in the tree 
The wind tore itself apart 
In the rain. 

You were dinging to my arm 
It was raining in an alley 
That was anchored in the night 

In the swelling darkness of night 
covering my face with your hands 
you questioned me 

In a soft voice, 
in a feverish voice. 


WHEN TIME PASSES 
By PAK In-hwan 

I forgot her name. 

Her pupils and her lips 
Are lodged in my heart. 

When it blows 
Or it rains 

/ remember those nights 
When street lamps outside 
Cast their shadows. 


Though love is gone 
The days gone by remain . 

Upon the bench 
By the lakeside in summer 
Or the park in autumn 
Leaves fall; 

Leaves turn to dust. 


Is your voice silence ? THE FORGET ME NOT 

Though you remain songless. By Kim Ch'un-su 

f hear your song so clear. Though our love is lost 

Your voice is silence. Close to answering a call Buried in the leaves, % 

Is your face darkness ? close to responding to a waving of hand Though / forgot her name. 

Though / close my eyes, yet remote out of reach Her Ups and her pupils 

/ see your face so distinct That is what you are. Are lodged in my heart 

* Your face is darkness. Are you not a star from the sky ? In my chilled heart. 


Is your shadow light ? When windless and other flowers blow 

Your shadow shines upon Forget me not please 

Tim window afar the moonset. Your vdice sounds 

Your: shadow & iififtt. Nearer and nearer today: 



I read Korean News regularly. It is very 
well edited and well produced and covers 
ail the necessary information about Korea. 

RADHAY KERAWAT 
JODHPUR 

While reading your magazine I was 
enchanted when I glanced through it's 
colourful pages. Informative and instruc¬ 
tive I feed with much enthusiasm and 
delight I now yearn to know more about 
Korean life—her grand culture and in¬ 
dustrial progress. 

K.VNAIR 
TRIVANDRUM 
H KERALA. 

I am always eagerly waiting to receive 
Korean News. The articles are really very 
interesting and worth appreciating, as 
they cover the aspirations of a young 
country. 

AVI NASH C. DHAWAN 
PAU CAMPUS LUDHIANA 
PANJAB 

You magazine is very popular amongst 
our group and clubs here We are all 
enthralled by it's colourful pictures and 
absorbing articles. 

• SANTOSH B. GUPTA 

AMRAVATI 

Recently I happened to read you "Picto¬ 
rial Korean News" in our local reading 
room I was greatly enlightened by both 
the reading matter and the get up of your 
esteemed journal. 

RAMESH CHANDER 
ASSISTANT ENGINEER 
SIMLA 

The stories in you magazine are superb. 
They cover all the facts of Korean life and 
national development. Please accept our 
'congratulations. 

VA/DYA RAM KUMAR 
LUCKNOW. 

I am rather surprised that such a high class 
magazine on Korea is published here. 
The article "Remembering the Korean 
War" was very interesting. 

Or. B.S. JAIN 
RAILWAY COLONY 
SADULPUR 

After reading few issues of Korean News 
I have got addicted to it It is really an 
excellent work. I notice a perfect balance 
between the fanguage and style of your 
paper; euitabtefu people from all ages 
and ail watte bHifc. 

KUMAR NAYAK 
CALCUTTA 
, Vl tyESt B€N<^L 



I am a regular reader of you esteemed 
magazine. It appeals to me so much that 
whenever I get the chance I even ask 
others to read it We. as readers shall be 
grateful if you could have a quiz and Pen 
friends column 

LAKSHMAN RAM 
HOOGHLY-W-BENGAL 


Korean News is one of the best monthly 
magazines I have ever read. It is so 
interesting and refreshing. 

R. KHANNA 
AMBALA 

Congratulations for bringing out such a 
brilliant magazine. The articles and folk 
tales are very absorbing. 

S. VENKATRAMAN 
MADRAS 

I have gone through you Korean News 
with much pleasure. This is a wonderful 
magazine and has impressed me most. 
Accept my congratulations on bringing 
out this journal. 

DEVINDER KUMAR VAID 
THE ASSOCIATED PUBLISHERS 
AMBALA CANTT. 


Wb gat Korean News regularly. I am a 
regular reader of it After thoroughly going 
through the July issue which is one of 
you best that I could not resist the 
temptation of reading it again. My 
mummy was 90 much attracted by seeing 
the photos of colourful Korean woman 
that she has become curious to wear 
much lovely dresses. 

RAJN/SH ANAND 
JAMMU TAWI 

I am greatly thrilled on reading the Korean 
News of July, 1978 It is very informative 
and interesting and throws good light¬ 
en Korea. Ou congratulations to your 
staff for bringing out such a beautiful 
publication 

SHRIDHAR J. PATH 
JAGSINGPUR 
DIST. KOLHAPUR 

What a fascinating magazine your Korean 
News is The colour illustrations do really 
enthrall and enchant us It is a very useful 
publication and so well produced Con¬ 
gratulations. 

NARAIN DEV PAUL 
NEW DELHI. 

One of the best ways of spending time as 
I have leant is to read Korean News. It not 
only gives you pleasure but also informs 
you so much on Korea 

T ENBAVANAM 
MADURAI 

Some time back I happened to see 
"Korean News" somewhere. I was ab¬ 
solutely captivated by it—its get up, 
reading material and the scinttilating 
photographs. 

MRS. SUMAN LATA 
NEW DELHI 

I am a new reader of Korean News, which 
I find so beautiful and impressive. It is also 
beautifully printed and is evident of 
journalistic and artistic talent of high 
caliber. You magazine has helped me 
to learn a lot about Korea. 

A.K. CHOWDHURY 

CALCUTTA 

Wb are so thrilled to read you pictorial' 
"Korean News" I read it with great 
interest and enthusiasm. It is very useful 
and throws ample light on Korea and it's 
way of life. The folk-tales are very inter¬ 
esting with the native twang in them, 

MURALI DHAR SARKAR 
EDITOR 8 PUBLISHER 
"SASWATA BHARAT" 

/ WEST BENGAL 
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Korea today is 
one of the most 
advanced nations ! 
in Asia. Through 
the years it has 
developed at a 
fast pace and has come to occupy an 
important place in the international com¬ 
munity. This economic growth and deve¬ 
lopment has been possible due to sus¬ 
tained will and hard work of the people. 

In this issue we carry an article by 
Charanjit Chanana M.P. who had re¬ 
cently visited Korea and saw the deve¬ 
lopment at first hand 


One of the most wonderful gift that 
Korea can offer to the world today is 
the magic herb called Ginseng. The 
usefulness of this wonderful botanical 
species is becoming evident day by day 
dentists the world over are research- j 
ing on its merits. 

It can even cure 
hitherto incura¬ 
ble diseases. 
Apart from curing 
maladies, ginseng 
in its various form as liquor, tea etc. is 
tasty and invigorating. 

In this issue we give opinion of experts. 
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South Korea today presents an unique 
model of economic growth in the deve¬ 
loping world. It is often described as an 
"economic miracle”. Yet an in-depth 
study would show that this remarkable 
performance has been due to productive 
capital investments, realistic monetary \ 
and fiscal policies and a diligent work 
force. 

The real GNP growth rate rose from 
4.8% in 1961 to 10.5% in 1978. The 
economic growth of the country, in fact 
has undergone a structural change also. 
Koreans have been*trying to build an 
infra-structure giving higher weightage 
to the sectors with a higher export 
potential. Mining and manufacturing re¬ 
gistered a change in the growth rates 
from 3.6% in 1961 to 13.3% in 1978. 
Between 1962 and 1976, the average 
annual change was recorded at 18.1% 
in mining and manufacturing sector and , 
18.8% in manufacturing sector atone. 


Motor cars are mass-produced in 
Korea and are exported to many parts 
of the world\ 
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Self sufficiency in the steel industry is 
met by many big and small steel mills 
Here is a huge furnace of Pohang Iron 
and Steel Co. 


On The Move: "A country on the 
/ move" —Korea is a small country com¬ 
prising 98 thousand square kilometres 
with a population of 36 million growing 
at the rate of 1 6% per annum. The un¬ 
employment rate, has decreased from 
8.2% in 1963 to 3.7% in 1978. The 
unfavourable balance of payments to the 
extent of S848 million in 1971 has been 
converted into favourable balance of 
trade to the extent of $32 million in 1977. 
Between 1962 and 1977 Gross National 
Product growing at an average of about 
10% per annum increased from $2.3 
billion to $31.4 billion in current prices 
while per capita GNP rose from $87 to 
$864*ten times. 

The author is a Member of Parliament 
(Rajya Sabha). He is also a well-known 
economist and Editor of ASIAN 
ECONOMIST, New Delhi 


The South Korean economy has under- 
gohe a structural change. Agriculture, 
forestry and fisheries which were primary 
sector their growth rate declined from 
37% of GNP in 1962 to 23.7% in 1977. 
Against this the share of mining and 
manufacturing sector registered a growth 
rate of 14,7%-about twice that of the 
economy as a whole rose from 16% to 
30% of the GNP The structural trans 
formation owed a lot to the growth 
of exports and particularly of manufac¬ 
tured exports By 1977 commodity ex¬ 
ports had risen to $10 billion indicating 
a growth rate of 35% per annum 

My visit to South Korea combined with 
study visits to Japan, China and Vietnam 
m comparison with my own Country 
brings out very interesting conclusions 
A country like South Korea could resort 
to a radical change in its economic 
structure from agriculture to industry 
for various reasons One of the important 
reasons was smallness in size of popu- 


(South Korea today has a dynamic 
Economy—thanks to a pragmatic Go¬ 
vernment policy and the willingness of the 
people to put in their best All over the 
country one sees developmental results 
at its best -new cities, smiling people, 
giant industrial complexes The writer of 
the article. Mr. Charanjit Chanana, a 
member of the Indian Parliament and a 
noted economist who visited Korea re¬ 
cently captures in this article vividly 
the optimism EDI!OR) 


lation, dependence on agriculture and 
shortage of natural resources The most 
important lesson that the developing 
countries can learn from the fruitful 
experiments in South Korea is the adop¬ 
tion and finally absorption of advanced 
technology Visits to Pohang Iron and 
Steel Company. Hyundai Shipping Com¬ 
plexes, Hyundai Automobile Unit and a, 
few Electronics Units in South Korea 
point to a remaikable pattern of growth¬ 
starting with a foreign collabo¬ 
ration to the extent of advanced foreign 
technology only to a performance level 
where the shipping unit has not only 
become a self-sufficient one but has 
entered the international market also. 

Pony: The automobile unit starting 
with Japanese collaboration has deve¬ 
loped its own car —Pony, known for 
its elegance and economy. In 1976, 
Korea exported 1.356 cars worth $7,156 
thousand and auto parts worth 
$13,967,000 thousand. While their mar¬ 
kets today are Europe and Africa soon 
after the development of a pollution-free 
device 'Pony* would enter the American 
market The other industries which have 


registered remarkable progress are elec¬ 
tronics. chemicals, textile, and several 
light industries. 

South Korean economy also gives us 
a sample of ideal development strategy. 
In the 1960's South Korea entered in an 
export propelled era and is still going on 
so far as it is emerging with extraordinary 
performance when viewed against the 
developed countries like US.A., Japan 
and West Germany It also constituted 
a potential test for the relevance and 
positive force of formal economic plan¬ 
ning and of various monetary and fiscal 
policies It must be appreciated that 
South Korea owes its performance to 
greater efficiency of its abundant labour 
force which gave South Korea a com¬ 
parative advantage An important lesson 
we can learn from the Korean experiment 
is that export oriented industries can 
have more intensive linkage than import 
substituting operations. While the 1960's 
were dominated by the export of textile, 
garments, plywood, wigs and other light 
manufacturing goods, the 1970s showed 
a transformation towards heavy engineer¬ 
ing goods involving advanced technology 
like steel, automobile, chemicals, ships 
etc 

Export of services is a very interesting 
development in South Korea's trade 
pattern. Over 90% of the export services 
of South Korea go to Gulf countries And 
they have developed mainly in the cons¬ 
truction sector This has created an 
interesting parallel back home also. So 
much so that the construction activity 
in South Korea has reached the boom 
period This industry provides employ¬ 
ment both at home and also outside the 
country 

Increased Electricity: On the energy 
front. South Korea has generated total 
capacity of oil refinery facilities to the 
extent of 435 thousand B P.S.D. The 
refined oil production increased from 
1642 KL to 2.041 thousand KL in 1976. 
South Korea imported crude oil worth 
$1,492 million in 1976. 

Electric power generation capacity 
increased from 4,720 thousand kw in 
1975 to 4.801 thousand kw in 1976. 
The rising demand for larger energy has 
given the task of development of elec¬ 
tric resources to the larger extent to 
the planners of the economy. The Govern¬ 
ment has launched the construction of 
the Nyongwol and Gunsan thermal po¬ 
wer plants with a capacity of 300 
thousand kw each, the Ahsan thermal 
plants Nos. I and 2 (600 thousand kw). 
the Jeju thermal power plant (20 thou¬ 
sand kw). and the Wolsung atomic power 
plant. By 1981, 16 power plants will 
be completed, with power generation 


capacity totalling 10.062 thousand kw. materials such as textiles to commodities tern promotes a network of families 

and the rate of reserve electric power demanding more sophisticated produc- into one big family of the village. In- 

reaching 22 8 pe« cent However, the tion techniques including transport equip- terestingly. everyone in South Korea 

Yosu thermal power plant No 2 (300 ments and ships, industrial machinery. has to undergo a Saemaul training 

thousand kw), the Nyongwol and Gun- precision instruments, metal products course including the Ministers 

san thermal power plants the Bupyong and chemicals The pattern, trend and rate of growth 

gas turbine (65 thousand kw). the kori Rural Development: Despite agri- along with it's redistribution pattern has 

atomic power plant (595 thousand kw. culture, forestry and fisheries sector generated a demonstration sample for 

completed recently) the Ulsan thermal growing at an annual average of 4% developing economies. First of all. it has 

power plant (220 thousand kw), and the GNP has declined from 37% in 1962 come out to be as one of the best export 

Inchon thermal power plant No 3 are yet to 23.7% in 1977, the rural development led economies where exports have work- 

to be completed. The share of atomic in South Korea has still been given a very ed as engines of growth South Korea has 

power in total power generation is 8% high priority. President Park, basically given top priority to tfle adoption of 

but it will increase in 19 6% by 1986 The a farmer started a New Community advanced technology in the world. Ac- 

comprehensive plan of energy generation Movement (the Saemaul) aiming at cording to their experience, developing 

adds to the prospective of future plan- increasing productivity and individual economies like Vietnam and other coun- 

nmg of the Korean economy farm income Under this programme, farm tries in Latin America prefer to adopt 

South Korea presents a model of an roads have been constructed, straw from the level of technology of today 

economy showing a process of trans- thatch replaced by tile roofing, irrigation rather than yesterdays. Latest technology 

formation from the developing to the and water supply extended and electricity works as an important accelerator in the 

developed world. The under deve- provided to 98% of all rural houses and country's economic development. The 

loped world depended on the import roads Under this very movement rice tariff policy in South Korea has shown' 

of overhauled and obsolete machinery production has increased by 66 5% since remarkable performance of protecting 

from the imperialistic world Unfortu- 1 962 The key note of the Saemaul move * the new industrial growth in less than 

nately. countries in South Asia are still ment is the emergence of village leader- stipulated time. In economic theory also 

in the older generation of capital equip- ship through "health, diligence and co- tariff walls are raised for a short time 

ment whereas South Korea has proved operation" The success of Saemaul to promote the industry to Stand on its 

that a developing economy by adopting Movement only reminds us that we have a own legs Increased foreign exchange 

the latest technology can grow very rich institution of panchayats in our earnings have been ploughed back into 

as fast as the economies in the villages, which are based on the philoso- an expanding cycle to feed the expansion 

developed world, if not faster The phy of community life in the country The of export sector. 

nationalistic zeal of the Korean has panchayats in India, in fact, promote a The present promising growth of 
helped them in accelerating their growth unique system of social living unlike South Korean economy assures a hope- 

rate It has already started competing any system. The panchayat sys- ful future for the developing economies 

with the products coming out of the - m the world to move into International 

advanced countries. The composition Rural development and agriculture is Economic Order as a self-reliant deve- 

of manufactured products from South undertaken on a top priority loped economy • 

Korea has changed dramatically from basis . mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm 





Buses are the common mode of transport for the local people. 


NEW SPURS TO 
TRANSPORT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 


There are many people who still have 
nostalgic feelings about the charm of 
the streetcars crawling along on the 
main streets of Seoul and Pusan until 
the early 1960s. 

Today, over 250.000 motor vehicles 
of various types crowd expressway net¬ 
works across the country, with a subway 
system carrying commuters in Seoul. One 
can find most neighborhood alleys in the 
cities now paved. 

Housewives in Seoul can buy fresh 
fish from the port of Pusan, which 
they could not dream of 30 years ago. 
These are some of the improvements in 
Korea's transportation that reflect the 
country's industrial development and 
social progress in the past three decades. 

It was the Seoul-Pusan Expressway, 
opened in 1970, that brought the 


two largest cities of Korea into a one- 
day travel zone, a revolutionary change 
in the nation's transportation system 
The country's first modern highway. 
428km long, greatly contributed to im¬ 
proving the life of rural residents and 
helped the government contact the vil¬ 
lages more frequently than before. 

Today, express buses criss-cross the 
countryside on expanded highway net¬ 
works. The nation's express roads totaled 
1,142km in length as of the end of last 
year, with more highways being built 
or planned. The expressways include the 
104 km Yongdong road linking Seoul 
to the east coast the 260 km Honam 
line extending from Taejon to the south¬ 
west coast city of Sunchon and the 
177 km Namhae route along the south 
coast. 


Last December the 84.5 km Kuma 
Expressway, linking Taegu and Masan. 
an industrial town along the soutn 
coast was opened to traffic after 18 
months of construction work. 

Before the government embarked on 
the construction of the Seoul-Pusan 
Expressway, foreign experts doubted that 
Korea could build such a huge project 
without outside technical assistance 
But the highway was completed as 
scheduled two years later at a cost of 
42.973 million won, all by Koreans 
themselves. 

Following the dawn of highway era, 
many factories began to sprout along 
new road networks. The expressway 
system helped factories reduce their 
production costs and raise their profits 
by shipping their products much faster 




Highways, expressways and flyovers contribute to a smooth flow of traffic 


to the markets. 

The daily traffic of all types of vehicles 
over the highways jumped from 19,787 
in 1970 to 50,000 last year 

The advent of the highways has 
strikingly motivated farmers to seek 
more profits. They make full use of 
highways to visit agricultural research 
centers more frequently to acquire mo¬ 
dern farming methods Now. people are 
increasingly aware of conveniences of- 
fered by the rapid traffic networks for 
their daily lives. 

Four years after the Seoul-Pusan 
Expressway opened, the nations first 
subway system was completed in Seoul. 
The subway line which runs 9 5 km from 
the Seoul Railroad Station to 
Chongnyang-ni is connected with elec¬ 
trified surface rail lines to Suwon and 
Inchon. 

In terms of commuter transportation. 


the first underground mass transit system 
has been an outstanding success The 
total number of passengers increased 
from a daily average of 188,0(30 in 
1976 to 480.000 in 1977. 

Spectacular Race: Seoul is actively 
involved in another spectacular race 
against the clock: the construction of the 
48 8 km second subway line The new 
subway, linked to a surface transit system 
will require eight years to complete at an 
estimated cost of 339.200 million won. 

With most of the work still to be done, 
four months after the first shovel of 
earth, officials are adamently confident 
that the rapid transit system passing 
through congested sections of southern 
Seoul will open on time. 

When it begins operating, the system 
will cover about 20 per cent of all 
commuters in Seoul and vicinity. Work 
is now in progress on the southern 


stretch. 

The construction of the second subway 
marks another milestone in a long-range 
effort for an expanded modern rapid 
transit system in the greater metro¬ 
politan area. It is noteworthy that the 
municipal authorities seek to finance the 
whole project with domestic capital. 

Even though the highway system is 
shouldering a lion's share of the burden 
in passenger traffic, the railroad network 
is still essential to carry large quantities 
of freight. • 

Only scores of steam-powered lo¬ 
comotives were running on the nation's 
railroads shortly after the nation's libera¬ 
tion in 1945. Now, the Korean National 
Railroad, celebrating the 79th anniver¬ 
sary of its founding this year, has 386 
diesel-powered locomotives. 128 electric 
engines and 1,791 passenger coaches. 
The nation's railroad network in opera-* 
tion totals 3,150 km in length. 

Early this year, the KNR completed a 
10-year project of double-tracking the 
88.6 km Taejon-Iri railroad line. The 
project bears great significance because 
it is expected to meet the ever rising 
traffic demand in the Cholla province 
region in the future. 

A total of 211 new air-conditioned 
passenger coaches have been operating 
on the Kyongbu (Seoul-Pusan) and 
Honam (Seoul-Mokpo) express railroad 
lines An additional 300 passenger cars 
will be brought next year with a World 
Bank loan 

Moreover, the railroad authorities are 
seeking to install a centralized traffic 
control (CTC) system on five rriajor 
trunk lines by 1981 to cope with the 
sharply increasing railroad traffic. The 
plan is part of a program to electrify 
the country's railroad networks. 

The government is already operating 
a CTC system in Seoul, covering about 
97 9 km of electrified railroad and 24 
stations in and around the capital city. 

"During the Korean War. our trans¬ 
portation facilities were totally destroyed. 
But now, thanks to the rapid economic 
development everyone can travel in 
comfort" a Ministry of Transportation 
official said. * 

COMMUNICATIONS 

As the nation's trade with foreign 
countries increase, communications 
needs to support the commerce are 
greatly rising. 

Trading companies in Korea use inter¬ 
national telephone calls more frequently 
than last year when exports exceeded 

(Continued to page 18) 
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for Children 

The Embassy of the Republic of Korea has 
started constructing her own chancery in 
New Delhi which will be completed by 
mid *79. Recently, Madame Bum Suk Lee, 
wife of the Korean Ambassador to India 
opened a school at the construction 
site for the children of labourers called 
'Hope' 

Here they are taught by trained teachers 
and are given full medical care. The top 
photo shows Mrs Lee with one of the 
teachers Miss Shobhna Kapari. In the 
centre we have shown the main hall and a 
doctor examining a child. Below, children 
of the school pose before our camera 
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NEWS 

FROM 

KOREA 


Territorial 
Sea Belt 

The 12-mile territorial sea went into 
force in the Republic of Korea recently 

The government proclaimed the im¬ 
plementation decree to the Territorial 
Sea Law. adopting the "straight line" 
linking the islands located farthest 
off the southern and western coast¬ 
lines 

The territorial waters at Cheju. 
Ullung and Tokto islands are 12 
nautical miles from their respective 
coastlines 

With the adoption of the "straight 
line," the territorial waters of the 
Republic of Korea shall be 12 nautical 
miles outward from the line 

The implementation decree, which 
passed a cabinet meeting last Friday 
and got Presidential approval, calls 
for continuously maintaining the 
three-nautical-mile formula in the 
Korea strait. 

It also makes it obligatory for 
foreign military vessels and non¬ 
commercial ships, should they pass 
through the territorial waters, to notify 
the minister of foreign affairs, three 
days in advance, of name, type and 
number of the vessel, purpose of the 
voyage, date, area of activity and 
route 

If there arises a need for temporarily 
halting the passage of a ship, the 
minister of national defense should 
do so only after a consultation with 
the cabinet and approval by the 
President. 

The decree further stipulates that 
foreign military vessels and non¬ 
commercial ships passing the Cheju 
Strait will be exempted, as the cus¬ 
tomary international practice calls for. 
from making prior notification 

It was learned that foreign vessels 
making an innocent voyage through 
the waters which became internal 
waters as a result of the adoption 
of the straight line would be given the 
right of innocent voyage through 
certain designated,.routes. 


The decree further stipulates that 
military activity, survey, research and 
other specific activities by foreign 
ships will be allowed only by approval 
of the minister of foreign affairs and 
other pertinent authorities. 

The government will also apply the 
Oceanic Pollution Prevention Law 
within the newly-proclaimed 12-mile 
territorial waters 

Meanwhile, the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs notified the contents of 
the implementation decree to the 
Japanese Embassy before proclaiming 

it 

Gov't Draft Budget 
Set at 4,555 Bil. Won 

The government has informally fi¬ 
nalized trimming next year's budget 
bill scaled at 4.555 billion won in the 
general account yesterday and re¬ 
ferred it to the joint budget committee 
of the ruling Democratic Republican 
Party and its floor fraternity the 
Yushin Jonguhoe (Yujong-hoe) 

The government draft budget bill 
submitted to the National Assembly 
Oct. 2 after being officially approved 
by the Cabinet on Sept 22 following 
final preliminary study at a Chong Wa 
Dae meeting between the govern¬ 
ment and its ruling political camp 

The Economic Planning Board an¬ 
nounced that next year's general- 
account budget scale was an increase 
of 29 5 per cent over this year's 3.51 7 
billion won 

The budget scale's ratio against 
next year's estimated gross national 
product (GNP) is 18.5 per cent as 
compared with 18.6 per cent this 
year, while the people's tax burden 
rate is 19 5 per cent against 19 3 
per cent this year. 

GNP Growth Marks 
16.6 Pet in 6 Months 

The Bank of Korea announced that 
Gross National Product (GNP) growth 
during the first half of this year marked 
16.6 per cent, recording the third 
highest growth rate during the same 
period following 18.2 per cent re¬ 
corded in 1973 and 17.3 per cent in 
1976. 

In the announcement BOK 
Governor,Shin Byong-hyun said such 
a remarkable growth rate was mainly 
attributed to outstanding growth in 
the fields of manufacture and social 
overhead capital. 



A young girl strikes a perfect pose on the 
held at Chamsil Students' Gymnasium in l 


The total amount of GNP stood 
at 2.496 8 billion won on the basis of 
1970 constant market prices, a rise of 
16 6 percent over 2.1412 billion 
won registered during the corres¬ 
ponding period of last year, he said. 

The growth rate in the fields of 
manufacture and social overhead capi¬ 
tal rose sharply due to prosperity in 
the petrochemical and construction 
business fields respectively, marking 
19 3 per cent and 31.2 per cent 
over the same period of last year, he 
said 

Particularly in the field of social 
overhead capital, the growth rate of 
construction business marked 51.5 
per cent over last year due to a drastic 
upswing in construction activities in 
the private sector, he said. 

Soil Pollution Survey 

The government has launched a 
six-month long survey to determine 
how badly the rice paddies and crops 
have been contaminated by agricul¬ 
tural chemicals and heavy metals. The 
survey, the first of its kind in Korea 
since 1945, is being conducted under 
the cosponsorship of the ministries of 
Health and Social Affairs and Agri¬ 
cultural Fisheries. Officials say 51 



% 




during a national students' gymnastic meet 
V- 


standard rice paddies have been al¬ 
ready selected for the survey, which is 
scheduled to continue until next 
February On the basis of survey 
findings, the government plans to 
study ways of preserving cultivating 
lands in a more natural condition and 
more adequate use of agricultural 
chemicals. Recent statistics show that 
the acreage of cultivating land dama¬ 
ged by public hazards amounted to 
1,840 hectares last year, showing a 
35 per cent rise over the previous 
year. 

; 

ROK Growth Dwarfs N.K. 

In the year 2000. the combined 
population of south and north Korea 
will be increased to nearly 80 million — 
south Korea's population 53 million 
from 36 million in 1976, while north 
Korea's population 26 million from 16 
million in 1976, a new World Bank 
report released recently said. 

"The World Development Report 
1978," the first of a series of annual 
reports by World Bank staff on the 
progress and prospects of developing 
countries, also projected that south 
Korea will reach "a stationary popu¬ 
lation (birth rate equals death rate)" 
of 73 million in the year 20701 while 


north Korea will reach a stationary 
population of 40 million in the year 
2095. 

The IBRD report which deals with 
some of the major development issues 
and explores the underlying trends in 
the international economy, also noted 
in its statistical appendices that south 
Korea, one of the middle income 
countries with 5> 670 in per capita 
income in 1976. achieved a 7 3 
per cent annual average growth rate 
between 1960 and 1976, which is 
more than twice as high as north 
Korea's average annual growth rate 
of 3.5 per cent during the same period 

North Korea, with 5 470 per capita 
GNP income in 1976, was ranked the 
second lowest among the 11 Com¬ 
munist economies after the People's 
Republic of China 

Vertical Cave Discovered 

The longest vertical cave yet found 
in the nation was discovered some 470 
meters above sea level on Mt. 
Nungamdok in the east coast province 
of Kangwon-do by Seoul's Konkook 
University archeological team Prof 
Hong Si-hwan of the University said 
the limestone cave is 370 meters 
long and stretches 181 meters 
down into the earth. "Although the 
entrance is no more than two meters 
in diameter, it soon becomes wider 
to some nine meters if you go down 
at a 30-to 40-degree angle," the 
team leader said The new cave is 
13 meters longer than the one at 
Sokcho in the same province, which 
had been recorded as the longest in 
the nation The team assumed that 
the cave might have been formed 
about *60,000 to 70,000 years ago. 
pointing to stalacities that developed 
on its walls side by side. 

KAL to Start Seoul- 
Colombo Route 

Korean Air Lines will operate a 
regular passenger service between 
Seoul and Colombo beginning Oct 
Cho Choong-hoon. president of the 
airline said. Details of the new service 
are being negotiated with the Sri 
Lankan authorities under the bilateral 
air agreement signed recently between 
the two countries, he said. KAL plans 
to operate one or two flights a week 
between the two capital cities from 
Oct. 12. Cho said the Korean Air 
Lines would promote tourists from the 


United States, Japan and Southeast 
Asia and the Middle East to visit 
Sri Lanka. He said the airline would 
conduct a publicity campaign for 
Buddhists from Asian countries to 
visit places of Buddhist interest in 
Sri Lanka. 

Honor for Woman 
Lawyer 

Dr Lee Tai-young, a pioneer in the 
struggle for women's rights in Korea, 
has been given the 1978 International 
Legal Aid Award of Merit. She was 
the country's first woman to practice 
law The award was announced by the 
president of the International Legal 
Aid Association. Sir William Carter, 
as part of the week-long International 
Bar Association conference held in 
Sydney, Australia. The award, for 
"services and outstanding achieve¬ 
ments in the field of legal aid." was 
granted for Lee’s work with the 
Korean Legal Aid Center for Family 
Relations in Seoul Since the estab¬ 
lishment of the center 22 years ago, 
she and her fellow voluntary workers 
have helped more than 100,000 
clients. 

Foreign Investment 

Foreign investments introduced into 
the country during the first seven 
months of this year aggregated 
S 63.489.000 for 28 projects on an 
approval basis This sum represents 
79.3 per cent of the government pro¬ 
jection for the current year. Officials 
at the Economic Planning Board said 
that in view of this trend, the originally 
envisaged inducement goal of $ 80 
million will be attained without dif¬ 
ficulty this year. 

As of the end of July, the total of 
foreign investments introduced into 
Korea since 1962 is totalled at 
S 928,194,000 for 863 projects on an 
approval basis. The value of foreign 
investments calculated on a remit¬ 
tance arrival basis amounted to 
S 844.145.000 at the end of July 

Cement Export 

The Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry plans to authorize resumption 
of cement exports from late October 
now that the local cement supply 
situation has been restored to nor¬ 
mal In a related move, the ministry 
has decided to cancel its plan to im¬ 
port 200,000 tons of foreign cement 
as a buffer stock. 



India-ROK 

India and the Republic of Korea 
signed a cultural exchange programme 
pact on 29th Sept. 1978, in New Delhi 
envisaging among other things co¬ 
operation between the educational 
institutions in the two countries. 

The exchange, the first of its kind 
covers two years from 1979 is in pur¬ 
suance of a cultural agreement signed in 
1974 at Seoul 

The programme provides for exchange 
of scholars, journalists and granting 
scholarships for students It also provides 
for the establishment of a chair of 
Indian studies at Seoul University It 
also calls for the publication of a Hindi - 
Korean dictionary 

The programme was signed on behalf 
of India by Dr (Mrs.) Kapila Vatsyayan. 
Joint Educational Advisor in the Ministry 
of Education and Mr. lei Hong, Director 
General of Information and Cultural 
Affairs bureau. Ministry of Foreign Af¬ 
fairs. Seoul. 

These two photos taken during the oc¬ 
casion shows (top)-*the signing of the 
agreement and (below) Mr. lei Hong. 


Sign Cultural Exchange 
Programme Pact 





Birds And Korea f s \ 
Nature Conservation 

Campaign 



A flock of Manchurian cranes spotted in a basin near Chorwon in the "no man's land" just south of the demilitarized zone. 


For many centuries during which 
Korea remained a "Hermit Kingdom." its 
people, not to mention its wildlife, were 
shut off from the outside world The first 
Western references to Korean wildlife 
were made in 1835 by a European 
naturalist Dr. C.J. Temminck. He listed 
Korea in his article as a locality of three 
bird species—the slender-billed shear¬ 
water. the Japanese murrelet and the 
Japanese robin—citing skins collected 
and shipped to the Netherlands' Lyden 
Museum by a physician. Philip F. von 
Siebold. then with the Dutch East India 
Company. 


Those three species are not infrequent¬ 
ly observed on the offshore islands of 
Japan. But in Korea, they are stragglers 
seen only rarely in southern coastal areas 
or in the waters off Pusan, the country's 
second largest port city, on the southern 
tip of the peninsula Thus, it seems that 
the European explorers of the time were 
unable to distinguish Korea's southern 
islets from those of neighboring Japan 
Thus, the first actual European identifica¬ 
tion of Korea's birds must be an article 
carried in the journal of the British 
Ornithologist Union, "Ibis." in 1870. 
permed by a Briton. Robert Swinhoe. 


So far. some 370 species of birds, 
including some vagrant and extinct 
species, have been recorded in south 
Korea, 48 of which are permanent 
residents and 266 migrants Among the 
migratory species, 112 visit the country 
in the winter. 64 in the summer and 90 
in the spring and autumn. And 112 
species breed in Korea-the 48 indigenous 
birds and the 64 summer visitors. 

People tend to think that current 
nature conservation movement originated 
in the West. Yet a number of historical 
records in Korea document kings’ orders 
regarding the protection of certain species 



of wildlife, including birds and fish, and 
forests, designarog certain areas by royal 
decree as sanctuaries for the propagation 
of wildlife. 

Marco Polo wrote in 1275 that the 
Mongolian Emperor Genghis Khan had 
ordered all his subjects to refrain from 
hunting wild hares, deer and some other 
mammals, and—in the months from 
March through October—any large birds 
However, the urgent need to protect and 
conserve rapidly disappearing wildlife has 
been felt only quite recently 

Here. Korea is no exception Tradition- 
ally, hunting was reserved for kings— 
falconry being the most popular method 
—and an abundance of birds assured 
the sportsman ample game With the end 
of the last dynasty, around the turn of 
the century, however, hunting became 
unimportant except for those in pursuit 
of game for the dinner table From that 
period up to the beginning of the Korean 
war. there were few guns in the country, 
and hunting did not endanger wild 
animals 

With the beginning of the war. how¬ 
ever, and the concomitant introduction 
of millions of guns and foreign troops, 
the major large game species began to 
decrease in numbers, some are probably 
now extinct The proliferation of shot¬ 
guns also led to indiscriminate hunting 
of birds Subsequently, a number of rare 
species, including cranes, great bustards 
and birds of prey, began to vanish from 
the scene 

From the early 1950s through the late 
1960s. wildlife were being overharvested, 
a result of the indifference of the govern¬ 
ment authorities However, the govern¬ 
ment began to be concerned about the 
issue in 1970s. and came up with a 
number of measures to protect wildlife 
Government bodies such as the Cultural 
Property Preservation Bureau of the 
Ministry of Culture and Information, the 
Forestry Office and the Home Ministry 
•created new posts concerned with the 
protection and conservation of wildlife, 
hunting administration and nature con¬ 
servation 

On a non-governmental level, Korea 
joined the International Council for Bird 
Preservation, organized in 1960; and in 
1969, the Korean Association for the 
Conservation of Nature (KACN) joined 
the International Union for the Conserva¬ 
tion of Nature and Natural Resources 

So far. 23 species of wildlife have been 
designated as natural treasures. 20 birds, 
including the crane and stork, two 
mammals and several insect species are 
designated as endangered species There 
are 17 localities designated as breeding 


grounds (including eight for egrets and 
herons), passing or wintering grounds, 
and habitats for Tristram's woodpeckers, 
fairy pittas and loons. 

The KACN was headed by the daught¬ 
er of Korea's President Park Chung-Hee 
until 1977, when the chief executive 
himself became the honorary president 
of the group, which incorporates both 
government and private organs concern¬ 
ed with nature conservation The 
President has also supported nature 
conservation research with personal 
donations to the Association 

In Korea. 28 species of birds such as 
crows, quails, and male pheasants, and 
eight mammals are designated as game 
for hunters The government proclaimed 
a ban on game hunting, however, for the 
period from August 1. 1972, to July 31, 
1978. throughout the country except 
for a few designated areas such as the 
game grounds of Cheju Island, off the 
southern coast 

Many references to birds are found 
in the literature and folk tales of Korea, 
including some misconceptions concern¬ 
ing ornithology Some examples may 
illustrate how. over the years, the feather¬ 
ed species came to be incorporated into 
the lives of Koreans. 

CRANES have been thought of in 
Korea as a flying vehicle for the holy 
sages and as a friend of meditative 
hermits A Korean aphorism says, "Work 
hard like a bull and get old like a crane " 
A crane dance also originated from 
enchantment with its graceful figure. 
In court, the dance of the crane employs 
a mask and costume patterned after the 
bird, and displays realistic choreography, 
while the commoners' folk dance of 
crane is performed in the ordinary robes 
of the gentry, exhibiting an abstract 
choreography of the crane's elegant 
motions 

As a symbol of longevity, the crane 
is also a favorite subject in folk paintings 
of "ten longevities." along with the sun, 
mountains, waters, rocks, clouds, pines, 
herbs of longevity, turtles and deers. 

In Korea's wedding halls, paintings 
of cranes perched on pine trees are a 
common sight. In fact cranes do not 
perch on pine trees. Vet some people 
mistake the white egret which does nest 
on pine trees, or the white stork which 
nests on broad-leaved trees, for a crane. 
In this sense, the "pine-crane" folk 
painting is not a realistic presentation, 
though such paintings are very tradi¬ 
tional. The real motif of the folk painting 
is to stress a double blessing for long 
life and happiness for the newly weds. 

White-naped crane is a fairly common 


winter visitor yet found in Korea. Flocks 
of about 2,000 birds were observed 
concentrated in the estuary of the Han 
River that flows through the city of 
Seoul in November 1975. This estuary 
is a bird sanctuary designated a Nature 
Treasure The crane migrates to Korea in 
late October and November and stays 
until late March. 

A flock of Manchurian cranes was also 
observed wintering in a basin near the 
demilitarized zone in January this year. 
Currently most crane fightings occur 
along the truce line that has divided the 
peninsula in two ever since the ceasefire 
ending the war in 1953. Such sightings 
are now drawing a number of bird - 
watching teams from both Korea and 
abroad. 

Magpies are a felicitous bird in 
Korea, as people believe that its chatter 
in the morning heralds good news. Thq, 
bird nests in trees near people's resi- * 
dences. and flies from house to house 
in the morning, crying out its charac¬ 
teristic call. 

The magpie is also found in Japan, 
but only in the northern region of 
Kyushu Island. It is said that the bird 
was taken to Japan in 1598 by the 
invading forces of the Japanese shogun 
Hideyoshi Toyotomi, and has remained 
there ever since The Korean word 
kkachi means a victory in Japanese, and 
it is said the bird was taken back to 
Japan by the invaders to commemorate 
their expedition in Korea 

In a 1964 nationwide poll to select 
a bird representative of Korea, the magpie 
gained more than 41 per cent of the 
total of 23.000 votes. Following the 
survey, the bird was reclassified from a 
game bird to a protected bird, and a later 
report to the headquarters of the Inter¬ 
national Council for Bird Preservation in 
London designated it as Korea's emble¬ 
matic bird. 

There is an old folk tale about a 
traveller on his way from the countryside 
to Seoul to take the government's civil 
service examination. He spotted a snake 
that was about to attack a magpie's 
nest in a tree, and killed it. While he was 
sleeping on the mountain later, he found 
himself in the coils of a large snake bent 
on taking revenge. To his entreaties, the 
snake finally said his life would be 
spared if the bell of a nearby Buddhist 
temple on the mountain sounded before 
daybreak. Miraculously, although he re¬ 
mained in the snake's coils, the bell 
sounded just before the dawn, and he 
was saved. He went to the temple, and 
there he found the bodies of several 
magpies below the bell. He realized that 



they had flung themselves at the bell in 
gratitude for the kindness he bestowed 
upon them by saving their lives from the 
snake. 

For the past year, the municipal 
government of Seoul has been under¬ 
taking a pilot study to acclimatize mag¬ 
pies to human contacts in hopes that 
they eventually will replace pigeons and 
bring the happy harbinger into the lives 
of the city's seven million residents, 
keeping alive the traditional affection 
for and attachment to the birds 

Poets of old times used to recite. "At 
night when Little Cuckoos crow 
The little cuckoo is a summer migrant 
bird of durnal activity, though at 
times it crows at dawn or dusk. The 
bird that crows all night long, inspiring 
a pensive mood in poets, is, in fact the 
Scops owl, a noctural bird Thus it 


seems that Korea's poets of olden times 
were mistaken on this point. 

The crowing of the little cuckoo is 
mimicked in Korean as "holttak chapa- 
jotta" or "chokpak pakwaju." The former 
describes the bird's posture while crow¬ 
ing, extending its head back, raising its 
tail and sticking out its chest as if about 
to perform a backward somersault The 
latter phrase derives from an old tale 

A bride was constantly being scolded 
by her mother-in-law for cooking rice 
in too small amounts. She died and the 
unrelieved self-pity which had accumu¬ 
lated in her heart was mimicked by the 
little cuckoo, imploring the mother-in- 
law to replace the small rice dipper with 
a bigger one, chokpak meaning "a 
gourd rice dipper" and pakwaju "please, 
replace it with another." 

The scops owl calls out either "sochok" 


or "sot chokta.'' It is said that when the 
bird crows sochok. it is heralding the 
coming of a poor harvest, while sot 
chokta foretells a bumper harvest Be¬ 
cause the Korean word sot means 
"kettle." and chokta means "small," and 
when the scops owl crows sot chokta. it is 
telling the people to prepare a large kettle 
in which to cook the coming abundance 
of food. 


Kids are seen painting . far away from 
the crowded cities Great care is taken 
to develop pollution free areas. 



Ginseng Efficacy Proven 
Through Scientific Means 


The 2nd international ginseng 
symposium, which was aimed at 
unveiling the prominent efficacy and 
mystery of the Korean ginseng, called 
"Koryo ginseng. ” was held at Sheraton 
Walker Hill Hotel Sept 7-11 with 
800 scholars, experts and journalists 
from 30 countries attending 

Korean ginseng, called a mysterious 
wonder drug, is excellent in terms of 
efficacy as compared with the ginseng 
of foreign countries 

The ginseng experts expressed the 
view that it was impossible for foreig¬ 
ners to cultivate ginseng which had 
the same effect as Korean ginseng 
The international ginseng sympo¬ 
sium in Seoul has contributed greatly 
to enhancing the image of Korean 
ginseng and establishing the scientific 
theory of the virtue of Korean ginseng 
The presentation of 21 papers 
clarifying the effects of ginseng and 
its medical role helped uncover the 
limitless mystery of ginseng 

The following are abstracts of the 
papers presented by scholars at the 
international ginseng symposium 
Dr. Woo Lin-keun. of the National 
Products Research Institute of Seoul 
National University, who presented 
paper entitled "studies or the anti¬ 
oxidant components of Korean gin¬ 
seng." was concerned with studies on 
the effective components of anti¬ 
oxidant activity, in order to demons¬ 
trate the anti-aging effects of Korean 
ginseng 

Feeding extract of Korean ginseng 
or its effective components to mice 
strongly inhibited the production of 
lipid peroxidation induced by ethanol 
intoxication, the paper said. 

From extract of Korean red ginseng, 
one effective component compound 
A. was isolated by chromatographic 
purification and its chemical structure 
was determined to be maltol. 

A study of pharmacotherapy and 
basic therapy with ginseng prepa¬ 
rations for the elderly by Dr. A. M. 
Kirchdorfer ofV/est Germany. 



parations containing ginseng, as well 
as observations of the influence on 
the glutathione status in the sense of 
20 per cent activation of an important 
synthetic process—such as protein, 
lipid and nucleic acid syntheses — 
with "G115," were confirmed This 
applies subjectively as well as ob¬ 
jectively to the normalization of high 
blood pressure values, as well as to 
the normalization of blood sugar levels 
According to Stephen J. Fulderof 
the Israeli Department of Social Me¬ 
dicine, who presented a p'aper on 
ginseng, corticosteroids and response 
to stress, ginseng is now known to 



Farmers are busy tending their hot houses growing Ginseng plants. 


Measurements were carried out on 
540 patients using a subjective and 
objective, untrainable procedure, ob¬ 
serving the criteria repeatedly 
demanded 

The valuable results on the question 
of efficiency control of geriatric pre¬ 


increase arousal, stamina and resis¬ 
tance to stress. It also has complex 
metabolic effects. 

Laboratory tests have demonstrated 
that ginseng potentiates adrenal res¬ 
ponses to stress and to adrenocortico¬ 
tropic hormones. 




Ginseng also increased the amount 
of corticosteroids in the circulation 
by three times. Corticosteroids are 
thought to bind to the brain in order to 
increase alertness in addition to 
other functions. Therefore increased 
binding of corticosteroids to the brain 
may be the explanation of ginsengs 
well-known antifatigue action. 

Dr. Hwang Woo-ik, of the de 
partment of biochemistry of the Medi¬ 
cal College of Korea University pre- 
) sented a paper on cytotoxic activity 
of extract of panax ginseng root 
against some cancer cells in vitro and 
in vivo. 

This study was devised to observe 
the cytotoxic activity of extracts of 
panax ginseng root against ‘mouse 
leukemic cells in vitro and sarcoma 
cells in vivo. An exposure to 2 units 
per ml of the culture medium for six 
hours or longer caused deaths of about 
99 per cent of the L5178Y cells in vitro 
And in mice injected the sarcoma 
180 cells, the survival time' of the 
experimental group (group treated 
with the active compound) was ex¬ 
tended to two times that of the control 
group (nontreated group) 

According to a paper on the effect of 
ginsenoside-triol on postoperative re¬ 
covery in gynecological patients by 
Prof. Chang Yoon-seok, depart¬ 
ment of obstetrics and gynecology. 
College of Medicine. Seoul National 
University, this study was carried out 
to evaluate the effect of gmsenoside 
triol on post-operative recovery in 
120 cases of gynecological laparo¬ 
tomies. Daily dose of 0 23 gram of 
ginsenoside triol were administered 
? orally for three weeks after surgery to 
60 cases, and placebos to 60 cases 
as a control. 

The results obtained were that the 
side effects were nil hemoglobin and 
hematocrit were more increased in the 
treated group than in the control 
group, but the changes were not 
significant that serum cholesterol was 
significantly less increased in the 
treated group than in the control 
group, and that body weight signi¬ 
ficantly increased in the treated group. 

Prof. Hiroshi Salto, depart¬ 
ment of medical horticulture, faculty 
of pharmaceutical sciences. University 
of Tokyo, presented a thesis on the 
pharmacological properties of panax 
ginseng root. 

The pharmacological activities of 
panax ginseng root which have been 


reported by many investigators were 
performed with blind screening and 
confirmed with specific screenings in 
the laboratory Pharmacological actions 
such as antifatigue action, antistress 
action and actions on the gastroin¬ 
testinal system which cannot be pre¬ 
sumed by blind screening were also 
confirmed 


CNS-depressant, anti-convulsant 
anti-stress and anti-inflammatory ac¬ 
tions and actions in promoting intes¬ 
tinal motility of GRbl were confirmed. 

However, many ginseng experts 
asserted that there were a lot of 
mysteries yet to be studied. • 


Some of the Ginseng products which are very popular m the west. 

Specialist researchers are at work in a laboratory at the Korea Ginseng Research 
Institute. 








Transport & Communications dialing enables people in Korea to speak 

with their counterparts in 60 regions. 
Continued from page 8 This shows a 57 per cent increase over 

1972. 

si00.000 million for the first time in the Oral communications with 141 nations 
nation's history and regions are made only with the help 

For the purpose of obtaining business of operators, however, causing some 

information more quickly and of making trouble to telephone subscribers such as 

contacts with their overseas branch waits for their foreign partners to answer, 

offices many trading firms take advantage after placing international calls, 
of the convenient oral communication Korean people can receive direct tele¬ 
means, causing a great increase in the phone service from five countries includ- 

communication system. ing the United States and Japan like 

At the turn of the 1970s, the number of the ones which they receive from local 

foreign countries with which the Republic telephone partners 

of Korea exchanged international The automation of various kinds of 
telephone service remarkably increased communication systems is needed more 

The volume of communications has since urgently than ever before as promptness 

grown larger yearly, according to the and accuracy is vital to cojnmunications. 

Ministry of Communications used in developed countries. 

International telephone calls in 1977 Many advanced countries provide di- 
amounted to some 4,005,000, which rect dialing telephone service to inter- 

compared with 1,332.000 in 1972— national telephone callers by using the 

about a threefold increase international subscribers dialing method 

Documentary communications by telex People in Japan, Australia. West 

also increased from 516.400 in 1972 to Germany. Singapore and the United 

4,614,500 in 1977. reflecting a whop- States can make clear telephone contacts 

ping 894 per cent rise. with persons in Korea through the con- 

In contrast with the sharp increase, venient ISD telephone system widely- 
telegrams decreased from 1.053.900 in used in developed countries 
1972 to 918.000 in 1977 People in the United States, for 

The situation is attributable to the example, can hear from Seoul distinctly 

worldwide phenomenon in which people by telephone when they call their part- 
rely on the two efficient communication ner's telephone number after dialing 
means rather than the late word com- Korea's code number 82 and Seoul's 

munications when they make contacts regional code number 2 International 

As of August, people in Korea can make telephone calls are made possible from 

international telephone calls with people four other foreign countries in the same 

in 206 foreign countries and regions manner. 

Of them, direct telephone calls to five Many people in the country use the 
countries and areas can be made without isd telephone system because the cost 
the help of an operator, while semidirect is cheaper than that helped by operators 


Satellite communication is an asset to Korean Mass communication, which has 
got fully modern equipments . Korean can receive direct telephone service from 
five countries like the one they receive from their local telephone partners. 



and they can save waiting time. They 
however, have a disadvantage which 
forces them to pay the internationa 
oral telephone charges even if they fai 
to talk with their partners. 

In recent years, many foreign countries 
including Canada, England. Kenya and 
Greece proposed to this country auto¬ 
matization of all international telephone 
calls from their countries. Korea readily 
accepted their proposals for the prompt 
service. 

Some telephone subscribers complain 
that they cannot properly make tele¬ 
phone contacts with people in the five 
countries including the United States and 
Japan though automation of international 
telephone calls to those countries was 
achieved in 1975 

It is necessary for callers abroad to 
repeat dialing in order to talk with their 
Korean partners, when the Koreans* 
lines are busy 

The excessive usage rate of dial 
telephones in Seoul is mainly attributable 
to causing foreign callers to repeat dialing. 

In Seoul alone, the usage ratio of 
automatic telephone circuits averages 95 
per cent of capacity though the optimum 
rate is about 85 per cent Furthermore, 
the rate reaches around 98 per cent in 
the downtown area 

To provide more prompt service and 
collect accurate and quick information on 
everything, it is urgent for the nation to 
electronify the telephone switching 
system 

To this end, the nation will push ahead 
with a plan to electronify 200.000 
telephone circuits in 1979. An estimated 
810,000 automatic telephone circuits 
will also be electromfied over five years 
beginning in 1980. 

The following is a list of countries 
from which people can make international 
telephone calls to their counterparts in 
the nation's 10 major cities by directly 
dialing geographical code numbers here. 

REAL ESTATE CURBS 

The government's comprehensive 
measures aimed af curbing specula¬ 
tion in real estate have considerably 
cooled off construction activities, re¬ 
sulting in decreased demand for ce¬ 
ment. The officials indicated, however, 
that exports of cement will be monito¬ 
red to prevent reoccurrence of the 
crunch that necessitated the export 
ban earlier this year. 





Aircraft Industry 

Korea will become capable of pro¬ 
ducing aircraft with domestically ma¬ 
nufactured parts and equipment by the 
1990s. The government has drafted 
the Aircraft Industry Promotion Bill 
and seeks to get it approved by the 
National Assembly within this year 
so that it may be put into force at the 
beginning of next year. This proposed 
legislation, when enacted, will replace 
the existing Aircraft Manufacting Busi¬ 
ness Law which lacks specific guide¬ 
lines for the promotion of precision 
industries related to the manufacturing 
of aircraft. 

Officials of the Ministry of Com¬ 
merce and Industry said that pro¬ 
motion of aircraft manufacturing in¬ 
dustry is linked to the government 
policy to develop heavy and chemical 
industries and up the ratio of local 
production of defense equipment. Un¬ 
der the proposed law. the ministry will 
designate local manufacturers who 
will take part in the specialized manu¬ 
facturing of equipment and parts 
with financial support and tax incen¬ 
tives from the government 

Engineering Venture 

The minimum amount required by 
the government of foreign investment 
in joint-venture engineering projects 
has been lowered from the previous 
$200,000 to $50,000 in the case of 
specific technical service. Hitherto, the 
$200,000 minimum was applied to all 
types of alien investment in engineer¬ 
ing and technical service joint ven¬ 
tures. Officials of the Economic Plan¬ 
ning Board said that the lowering of 
the minimum investment ceiling was 
effected in line with the government 
policy to positively promote technical 
service industries through joint-ven¬ 
ture arrangements with foreign firms. 

The economic authorities are es¬ 
pecially interested in promoting joint- 
venture technical service operations 
involving plant engineering for chemi¬ 
cal, power generation and atomic 
Dower industries. Priority will be also 
given to the introduction of new 
industrial processes and techniques 
associated with general technical ser¬ 
vices »n approving joint-venture 
operations. 


Pollution Industry 

The government *is working on 
measures to grant ta* incentives to 
companies which install pollution- 
prevention devices and equipment as 
required by law. Officials said that 
grant of tax incentives is necessary to 
lessen the financial burden of indus¬ 
tries is light of the fact that financial 
difficulties are rendering them unable 
to comply with the pollution-preven¬ 
tion requirements. 

The failure of pollution-causing in¬ 
dustrial establishments comply with 
pollution control regulations is con¬ 
tributing to aggravating the general 
condition of pollution in major urban 
cities and industrial centers. This 
situation has occasioned the govern¬ 
ment to consider tax incentives to get 
the designated industries to install 
pollution control devices Proposed 
measures include the abolition of the 
current 30 percent customs duties 
on imports of pollution-prevention 
equipment from abroad and a tax 
reduction in the form of recognizing 
as a legitimate business loss 0.3 
per cent of the yearly turnover. 


Export Pattern 

The increase rate of exports on a 
non-letter of credit basis is running 
ahead of the increase rate of 
overall community exports Ac¬ 
cording to the Economic Planning 
Board, total commodity exports during 
the first seven months of this year 
registered an annual increase rate of 
26.1 per cent. By comparison, the 
increase rate of merchandise exports 
on a non-letter of credit basis marked 
an annual increase rate of 77.2 
percent. 

In terms of value, commodities ex¬ 
ported without L/C amounted to 
$1,051 million at the end of July 
This figure represents 16.6 percent of 
the total export volume of $6,749 
million attained during the same 
seven-month period of this year. 
Officials said that the boost in the 
volume -of non-L/C exports reflects 
the diversification of international 
commerdat .transaction formulas of 
Korean trading houses. 


OECD Entry 

Korea's timetable foi entering the 
Organization for Economic Coopera¬ 
tion and Development (OECD) is 
likely to be advanced by a few years 
on the strength of the rapid paoe of 
industrialization. Originally, the go¬ 
vernment assumed that Korea would 
be able to join the organization around 
1986 when the nation's fifth Five- 
Year Economic Development Program 
will have been consummated. But it 
now believes that Korea will become 
qualified to be a member of the 
OECD in the early 1980s. 

Officials said that advanced indus¬ 
trialized countries including the 
United States have advised the go¬ 
vernment to expedite preparations 
for joining the cooperative body. 
The projected Roving up of the time 
for joining the organization is eco¬ 
nomically significant as it means the 
government will have to speed up 
preparations which involve liberali¬ 
zation of import trade and foreign 
transactions. Officials express the view 
that if the current economic develop¬ 
ment trend continues, Korea will be 
able to meet all requirements for 
joining the organization in the early 
1980s. 

Domestic Construction 

Domestic construction orders re¬ 
ceived by the nation's construction 
firms during the first half of this 
year registered an annual increase 
rate of 120.6 per cent in value. Statis¬ 
tics at the Economic Planning Board 
indicates that the local contractors 
received orders totaling 666.000 mil¬ 
lion won during the six-month period 
of this year. 

The total value breaks down to 
432,100 million won for general cons¬ 
truction and 213.600 million won for 
civil engineering works. It is also 
divided into 296,000 million won for 
the public sector and 368,000 million 
won for the private sector. Officials 
foresee that domestic construction 
activities will somewhat slacken during 
the latter half of this year due to the 
anti-inflationary measures aimed at 
curbing speculation in real estate and 
fiscal spending restraints. 
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' * <u s ( haekkoci or bookshelf is one of the common themes of K croon folk paintings Stationery, 
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The disco¬ 
very of the 3rd 
tunnel across 
the DMZ into 
South Korea by 
the north 

Koreans causes grave concern to 
all on the Korean Peninsula. This 
is a clear indication that the 
north Koreans are not interested 
in peace and want to maintain 
their intransigent attitude. The 
intercept tunnel broke through the 
illegal north Korean tunnel 75 
meters below the surface'. The 
entrance to the north Korean 
tunnel is believed to lie about 
1200 meters west of the Military 
Demarcation Line (MDL) in the 
north Korean zone. 




Korean woman will see a great 
change in their traditional norm of 
regarding home as the only ideal 
place for them The manpower 
shortage now seriously affecting 
the country brings about the need 
to draw more 
woman into 
economic acti¬ 
vities. 

The need 
was brought to 
public attention at forums 

separately organised by the Policy 
Study Commission of the Yujong- 
hoe, a major parliamentary floor 
group, and a Korean National 

Council of Woman with over 60 
woman's associations under its 
umbrella 
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3rd 

North Korean 
Tunnel Discovered 

— Defence Minister Noh Gives Stern Warning 
to North Korea 



One of the UNC officers pointing towards an interception Top: An inside view of the tunnel. South Korean military police 

digging point where the 3rd tunnel was dug by north Koreans are assessing the danger of such tunnels. Note the cameraman 
in the DMZ area. trying to wade through . 

Above. Since 1974 this is the third tunnel which was dis - 



The United Nations Command 
(UNC) in Korea announced recently 
that another tunnel dug by the north 
Korean's under the UNC sector of the 
Demilitarized Zone has been detect¬ 
ed. 

The announcement said that the 
tunnel the third discovered since 
1974, was positively confirmed on 
October 17, 1978 following the 
breakthrough of the UNC intercept 
tunnel. 

The new tunnel is located about 
the two kilometers south-west of 
camp Kittyhawk. the advance camp 
for UNC personnel who support the 
Military Armistice Commission talks 
at the Joint Security Area (JSA), 
Panmunjom • 

The intercept tunnel broke through 
the illegal north Korean tunnel 
about 75 meters below the 
surface The entrance to the north 
Korean tunnel is believed to lie 
about 1200 meters west of the 
Military Demarcation Line (MDL), 
in the north Korean zone, and 
extend at least 435 meters east of 
that line into the Republic of Korea 

Extensive Efforts: Since dis¬ 
covery of two other north Korean 
tunnels in 1974 and 1975, extensive 
efforts have been underway to locate 
additional tunnels The location near 
Panmunjom has been suspected 
since a north Korean defector, Kim- 
Pu-Song, said in September 1974 
that he had worked in a tunnel in 
that area. 

Continued search there had been 
unsuccessful until June 10. 1978, 
when a possible north Korean under¬ 
ground explosion occurred in, or 
near, an exploration bore hole drilled 
by the Republic of Korea Army 
(ROKA) in 1975. The explosion 
occurred 400 meters south of the 
MDL and caused the casing lining 
in the old bore hole to be ejected 
along with water under high pres¬ 
sure. 

The UNC‘s investigation conclud¬ 
ed that the north Koreans, during 
their underground DMZ tunneling 
operations, had inadvertently tickled 
one bore hole. 

A UNC spokesman said that the 
tunnel was another grave violation 
of the Armistice agreement and 
further indication that north Korea 


continues to seek military advantages 
which it could use to support 
offensive forces. 

The spokesman stressed that addi¬ 
tional details about the illegal tunnel 
and evidence of north Korea's guilt 
would be presented to the Military 
Armistice Commission. 

Defence Minister's Warning: 
Meanwhile, Defence Minister of the 
Republic of Korea, Noh Chae-Hyun. 
stressed that the discovery of another 
north Korean tunnel testifies to the 
fact that north Korea still pursues a 
policy of commumzmg the entire 
Korean peninsula by force of arms, 
challenged the north Koreans to stop 
preparing for war and give up their 
aggressive scheme 
In a statement the Defence 
Minister warned that the Republic 
of Korea armed forces will not 
tolerate any act of military adventure, 
and that if the north Koreans con¬ 
tinue to engage in aggressive acts, it 


would bring about their own des¬ 
truction. 

Noting that the third tunnel was 
large enough to allow troops in full 
combat gear in column of three to 
four. Minister Noh said the north 
Koreans must have planned, to 
infiltrate a large number of troops 
behind South Korean positions by 
way of such tunnels for a surprise 
attack as well as to sneak their 
irregular warfare forces into the 
South undetected 

He said that the tunnel, barely 
4 kilometers north-west of the 
Imjingak pavilion near the Imjin river 
bridge, was located in an area which 
^ provides the shortest approach to 
Seoul from anywhere along the 
truce line. 

The full text of the statement by 
the Defence Minister follows: 

"We have recently discovered 
another large underground tunnel 
fContinued on page 18) 


Sketch of the tunnel showing its comparative size 

The width of the tunnel is good enough to move heavy weapons 
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K.B S. President Mr. Hong Kyung-Mo receives the ABU special television prize from Shri L.K. Advani. Indian Minister for 
information and Broadcasting at the 15th General Assembly of the Asia-Pacific Broadcasting union at New Delhi on October 
27th Below. A dose up of the K.B.S delegation at the meeting. 





Message 

of Sympathy from Korea 

The recent floods in India took a heavy toll, both in terms of human life and property. The devastation was totak 
Relief began to pour in from all over the world. The Republic of Korea Ambassador in India presented a cheque toward 
flood relief (Photo). The Korean Foreign Minister Tong Jin Park sent a message to Atal Bihari Vajpayee. Indian 
Foreign Minister, expressing sympathy.Vajpayee also replied back, thanking the Korean people or t eir ove, sym 
pathy and understanding for the people of India. 

Herewith, we publish both the messages. 







H.H, Wr. Quid Suk Lea. Ambassador of the Republic of Korea presenting a 
gjteg iwe fotmtiefto flood victims toForeign Secretary. Mr. Jagat Mahta. 
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H&Mr. Tong Jin Paris, 
Foreign Miniatar, 
^Republic of Kprea, 
Seoul. 


&MliMey. 

i 0ft behalf of tho Government and people of 
trifUk I with to convoy my heart-felt thanke to 
yigt*r fcxeellenoy for the kind ntoaaage of 
agfajtetlty for the loaaee auatained by our 
p^Op'leon account of the devastating floods 
ImidtitniQk various parts of India. Our 
&6yernment is trying to alleviate the distress to 
^eFipnt possible. 
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President Says in Latest Book 

Time Ripe for Korea to Present 
New National History to the World 


President Park Chung Hee recently 
published a book titled "The Rebirth of 
A Nation," in which he reviews the 
nation-building and the modernization 
works undertaken since the 1960s and 
how the nation is constructing a "great 
and prosperous society" projected in the 
1980s. 

In the 206-page book President Park 
illustrates how the Republic of Korea is 
creating a new history toward national 
prosperity and welfare from time-old 
poverty while overcoming various 
difficulties and adversities facing the 
country in terms of national economy 
and security in particular 

The author views objectively the great - 
ness and potentiality of the Korean 
people and the developing aspects and 
various achievements so far brought 
about by the ardent desire and strong 
will of the people to reconstruct the 
nation from the ashes of the Korean War 

In the five-chapter book written in 
Korean, the President points out three 
major tasks the nation should achieve 
to create a new history of prosperity and 
unification 

They are the succession and develop¬ 
ment of the nation's historical legitimacy 
by preserving the national survival and 
safety from the ever-intensifying provoca¬ 
tions from the north Koreans, the 
construction of a prosperous and welfare 
society by successfully undertaking 
modernization works, and the establish¬ 
ment of a democratic society based on 
culture and tradition as well as on 
historical reality The book is the fifth 
written by the President 

As put by the President himself in the 
book the 1970s will be recorded as the 
most significant decade in national history 
in which the people demonstrated their 
potentiality to rebuild a nation, thus 
opening a new history. 

In every corner of the world now. one 
can find that Koreans are working 
vigorously and willingly for the develop¬ 
ment and the cause of the Republic of 
Korea. 

The national modernization works 
were first launched in the early 1960s in 
parallel with ambitious economic deve¬ 
lopment projects •'With the basis of 
various achievements in the 1960s, the 



nation launched renovations in the spi¬ 
ritual life of the people and political 
system in the 1 970s. 

Through the Revitalizing Reforms 
(Yushin) launched in October 1972, the 
nation has been able to keep its "sur¬ 
vival" by positively coping with rapidly 
changing situations surrounding the 
Korean peninsula, thus laying a ground¬ 
work for national prosperity Thanks to the 
successful execution of the Saemaul 
(New Community) Movement the nation 
has been able positively to carry out 
rural and urban modernization. 

In retrospect for .the past 5.000 years, 
the country suffered from poverty and 
foreign invasions, but it really did many 
things in the 1960s and 1970s for 
national development and security. 

As was well pointed out by the 
author, there are few countries in the 
world, except the Republic of Korea, 
which must carry out two major national 
tasks—economic development and 
democratization—while fighting against 
an enemy: In view of this, the Republic 
confronts "particular" hardships. 


President Park urged in the book that 
"we should not waste even a moment" 
as he said the present time is the most 
decisive in reconstructing the country. 

Chapter 1 ---"The Start From Ours"— 
mentions the national efforts for the 
rediscovery of the nation's cultural tradi¬ 
tion and spiritual culture of its own under 
which various national development pro¬ 
jects should be pursued 

President Park describes the real 
feature of our ancestors. 

He describes that "our ancestors were 
independent people- who kept the 
national identity tjom foreign invasions 
on numerous occasions, peaceful people 
who sought harmonious order and co¬ 
operation among the nations, among the 
individuals and between the state and 
individuals, and creative and cultural 
people who developed their own spiritual 
world by harmonizing foreign traditions 
and cultures with ours." 

He said one of the most precious 
heritages from our ancestors is a seif- 
independent spirit which mean6 "we 
are the very master of our country". 


Noting the idea of "loyalty and filial 
piety" which has now become one of 
the main spirits of the Saemaum (New 
Spirit) Movement the Chief Executive 
said that the mainstay of the spirits to 
extend loyalty to the country and filial 
piety to parents lies in "sincerity for 
ourselves" and love for human beings 
In his illustration, the spirits of the loyalty 
and filial piety come from "ourselves". 

In Chapter 2—"The October Yushin 
and Political Development" — President 
Park discussed that democracy is the 
most ideal form, in harmonizing indi¬ 
vidual freedom with social order, among 


the political structures thus far created 
and developed by human beings. He 
then recalled that the short history of 
Western-style democracy in the country 
had been the continuation of chaos and 
trials and error, bringing about waste and 
inefficiency in the national strength. 

The Western-style democracy which 
the nation had accepted is a unique 
political system of advanced Western 
nations which has grown up and develop¬ 
ed in their own environments The 
system has long been revised and im^ 
proved while tackling various problems 
facing the Western nations 


In case such a system is adopted, as 
it is. by other countries, Western-style 
democracy cannot demonstrate its own 
function, instead of being liable to 
resulting in serious side-effects. This fact 
is well proved by trials and errors and 
difficulties of those newly-born nations 
which imitated Western-style democracy 
unconditionally 

In connection with this idea, a leading 
domestic political scholar once observed 
that Western-style democracy is not the 
only form of democracy existing in today's 
(Continued on page 18) 



NEWS 

FROM 

KOREA 


Total Security. 
Welfare Stressed 

President Park Chung Hee recently 
said that the government's policy 
programs for next year will put em¬ 
phasis on the consolidation of the 
total security posture, the acceleration 
of efforts for a self-reliant economy, 
the expansion of social development 
and the development of spiritual 
culture 


Diplomacy 

Based on the spirit of maintaining 
peace, friendship and mutual benefits, 
efforts will be rendered to strengthen 
the national security, promote eco¬ 
nomic exchanges and have peace take 
firm root. 

For this, policy emphasis will be 
placed on the promotion of traditional 
Korea-U S friendship and main¬ 
tenance of a Korea-U S. joint defense 
system as a deterrent against any 
renewal of war, promotion of existing 
friendship and cooperation with 
Japan, increasing substantial coopera¬ 
tion with nonaligned countries, im¬ 
plementation of an open-door policy 
for those countries having different 
ideals and systems, continuously 
exerting efforts for the resumption of 
south-north dialogue and creation of 
an atmosphere for admission to the 
United Nations 

National Defense 

For bolstering a self-reliant defense 
posture, efforts will be made to 
maintain a strong spiritual posture for 
scoring a victory in the early stage of 
any eventuality, increase combat 
capability through training lay a 
basis for the production of aircraft 
and other highly sophisticated wea¬ 
pons. hasten the armament of the 
Homeland Reserve Force and 
effectively operate the Korea-U S. 
Combined Command. 

Economy 

Major policy programmes are the 
effective control vl the total consump- 


In his budget message delivered at 
the National Assembly plenary session. 
President Park said that the govern¬ 
ment's diplomatic efforts next year 
will be directed toward sufficiently 
securing deterrence to war on the 
Korean peninsula by maintaining the 
Korea-U S mutual defense system 
The budget bill submitted by the 
government is scaled at 4,555,000 
million won Prime Minister Choi 
Kyu-hah read the Presidential 
message 

Outlining the government's foreign 
policy programmes, the Chief Execu¬ 
tive said that it will strengthen co¬ 
operative relations with the countries 
of the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) while establishing 
' practical relations" with non-aligned 
nations 


tion and liquidity, suppression of spe¬ 
culative investment in real estate, con¬ 
tinuation of stabilized growth, im¬ 
provement of living conditions for the 
people, achievement of an economic 
growth of about nine per cent produc¬ 
tion of 42,500,000 sok (6.120.000) 
of rice, initiation of the fourth-phase 
expansion for the Pohang Iron and 
Steel Mill, breaking ground for the 
construction of the third petrochemical 
industrial complex, boosting the 
annual cement production capacitv 
from 16 million tons to 19,900.000 
tons by building five new cement 
plantsandexpanding existing facilities, 
development of small-medium indus¬ 
tries, procurement of energy and 
resources on a stable and secure 
basis by actively starting projects 
related to the joint exploration of 
seabeds between Korea and Japan 
and promoting plans to build 10 
more power plants including Nos. 5 
and 6 atomic power plants. 

Also included in the major eco¬ 
nomy development plan are the doubl¬ 
ing of the double-track Seoul-Pusan 
railroad line, completion of the Kimpo 
International Airport terminal building 
and starting the expansion work at 
Cheju International Airport develop¬ 
ment of scientific and skilled man¬ 
power and expansion of vocational 
and technical colleges and high 
schools. 

Welfare 

Major projects in 79 will include the 
construction of more small rental 


apartments to help ease the housing 
shortage, continuation of the rural 
housing improvement project rein¬ 
forcement of the medical insurance 
system, increasing medical establish¬ 
ments at industrial complexes and 
remote areas, implementation of com¬ 
prehensive antipollution projects and 
the establishment of sound labor- 
management relations. 

Social Discipline 

Policy emphasis in 1979 will be 
placed on the continuation of the 
"Sojong Soesin"or the house-cleaning 
drive, rooting out various social evils 
and irregularities, maintenance of inter¬ 
nal security and establishment of a 
sound social discipline. 

Culture Awardees Named 

The National Cultural and Arts * 
Award will go to journalist Cho Tok- 
song. writers Lee Kyong-sun and 
Kim Yosop, sculptor Kim Se-jung. 
conductor Hong Yon-taik and film 
director Yu - Hyon-mok. 

They have been selected for the 
10th annual award for outstanding 
achievement in their professions that 
ultimately resulted in the promotions 
of national benefit the spokesman 
explained 

Accompanied by two million won 
each, the prizes were presented in a 
ceremony marking the Day of Culture 
at the National Theater recently. 


M/ss S/mm/ 

Arora (inset) of 
Central School\ 
Agartala 
receiving the 
first prize at the 
Korean Children's 
Centre. Seoul, 
from the 

Director Mr. Park 
Kyung Chun for 
her paintings at 
the 20th World 
Children's Art * 
Competition. 




.io Tok-song. 50. editorial writer 
offthe Chosun llbo. was selected in 
the culture division for his articles 
on national defence and security 
among other accomplishments. 

In the literature division, poet Lee 
Kyon-sun. 72. was cited for his sound 
historical consciousness and advoca¬ 
tion of man's freedom, while juvenile 
story writer Kim-Yosop. 51. was 
chosen to share the prize for publish¬ 
ing a series of anthologies of poems 
and stories for young readers. 

Sculptor Kim Se-jung, a professor 
at Seoul National University, captured 
the prize for his active participation in 
the government projects for beautify¬ 
ing the country and erecting statues 
of national heroes. 

Permanent conductor of the Nation¬ 
al Symphony Orchestra, Hong Yon- 
taik. 51. will receive the prize for his 
contribution in promoting the or¬ 
chestra's musical status Film director 
Yu Hyon-mok. 53, has been acclaimed 
for his efforts to add artistic touches 
to the movies 

'Largest-Ever' Pumpkin 

A super pumpkin, weighing 128kg 
was cultivated by a Korean biologist 
in Suwon. Kyonggi-do Dr Pae Dong- 
ho of the Office of Rural Development 
(ORD) has produced the oversized 
pumpkin, which is about 224cm in 
circumference, and some 50 other 
pumpkins of the Hungarian mammoth 



The largest pumpkin yet produced in 
this country is displayed by its 
developer. 


species, each weighing more than 
25kg Dr Pae said he cultivated the 
pumpkin believed to be largest-yet 
produced in the country, with seeds 
he imported from the United States. 
The fruit varieties, rich in vitamins, 
minerals and protein, can be cultivated 
with proper fertilizing to a weight of 
70 to 80kg. he said 

Medical Students Get 
Chance to Serve in 
Remote Areas 

The recent government's measure 
to let medical college graduates work 
in rural areas as an alternative to 
military service is mainly designed to 



ease the shortage of doctors in the 
country's remote doctorless areas. 

Though the nation recently, has 
achieved high economic growth in a 
short time through its three Five-Year 
Economic Development Plans, pro¬ 
gress is needed in programs for 
people s health and social welfare 

The medical insurance system, 
which was enforced in 1976 as the 
nation's first step to secure the 
people's medical treatment is still 
in an infant stage though it is being 
expanded widely. 

However, as was emphasized by 
Minister of Health and Social Affairs 
Shin Hyonhwack at in the Inter¬ 
national Conference on Primary Health 
Care held at Alma-Ata Soviet Union, 
recently, for the people's health, such 
community-based activities as the 
construction of potable water supply 
systems in villages and the maternal 
and child health and family planning 
services should be secured first of all. 
in addition to the government-initiated 
medical insurance system 

But there are still many villages with 
no doctors to take care of the villagers' 
health in the country According to 
the statistics compiled by the Ministry 
of Health and Social Affairs, the 
doctorless villages totalled 394 as of 
last September Most of them are on 
remote islets or in mountainous 
areas in Cholla Namdo and Kyongsang 
Namdo 

The doctorless situation in the 
areas can be attributed to shortage of 
doctors as well as to the tendency of 
physicians to avoid to work there. 
Although the statistics show that the 
number of doctors population wise 
rates one to 2.313, the situation is 
much different between cities and 
rural or fishing areas, due to their 
concentration in large cities 

Survey of Marriage 

Young people in Korea of mar¬ 
riageable age depend more on match¬ 
makers than on romance to find their 
spouses, according to a sample survey. 
The Korea Family Affairs Research 
Institute, which polled some 200 un¬ 
married men and women in a random 
survey, reported that 70 per cent of 
the men and 80 per cent of the women 
in the nation sought marriage through 
a matchmaker. All of those respon¬ 
dents have experienced several inter¬ 
views with prospective spouses— 
three or four times for the average 



Versatile Electronic 

Items to 
Hike Exports 
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Highly skilled workers in the electronic industries of Korea have contributed 
much towards meeting the export target in electronic goods. 


The electronics industry in Korea has 
developed rapidly in the past as a result 
of common efforts by the government, 
domestic manufacturers and foreign in¬ 
vestors 

Korea has an abundant and well- 
educated labor force along with a favora¬ 
ble climate which are considered prere¬ 
quisite for the electronic industry 

The tax benefits offered are considered 
more advantageous than those in other 
developing countries In addition, re¬ 
patriation of capital and profit remittances 
are legally guaranteed, and the property 
of the foreign investors is protected by 
law 

Korea recently prepared a blueprint 
to elevate the electronics industry to an 
advanced phase In connection with this 
program, foreign capital investment and 
technical collaboration with foreign firms 
are being sought to join potential Korean 
partners. 

Since the first private foreign invest¬ 
ment was made in 1966 by Motorola. 
Signatics. and Fairchild from the Unit¬ 
ed States, many other foreign electronic 
firms have established their operations 
in Korea 

Korea sets ambitious electronic goals of 
$4,687 million in production and $3 
billion in exports for 1981. the year 
ending the fourth five-year economic 
development plan 

The export goal, increased to $3 
billion in 1981 from $1 4 billion in 1977. 
will be the nation's largest except for 
textiles 

During the plan period. 57 major 
electronic items will be intensively deve¬ 
loped. nine items under the close guid¬ 
ance of the government and 48 items by 
private industries 

Most of the plants for the 57 items are 
now under construction in the Gumi 
Electronics Industrial Complex. 

The nine items, which will be intensive¬ 
ly developed by government support, 
include serpi-conductors (fabricated 


silicon wafers and fabricated wafers for 
LED) and computer and relative products 
(mini/micro computer, micro processor, 
peripheral equipment electronic switch¬ 
ing systems, computer terminals and 
software). 

The other 48 items to be developed 
by the private sector include tape re¬ 
corders, audio amplifiers, color TVs, 
wafers, scientific calculators, liquid crystal 
displays, memory, CRTs for color TV, 
keyboards, deck mechanisms, magnetic 
heads, mind/micro motors, di-electric 
material, microphones and automatic 
electronics 

Color television receivers, mini-com¬ 
puters. electronic switching systems, and 
high-technology-required communica¬ 
tion equipment will be developed during 
the plan period. 

Particularly, the government is putting 


emphasis on the development of such 
high technology-intensive fields as semi¬ 
conductors and computers 

To this end. a total of 11 companies 
such as Gold Star Co and Samsung 
Electron Devices Co. are building their 
factories m Gumi industrial estate from 
this year. 

Korea's electronics industry in 1977 
recorded a 14-fold increase in production 
as compared with that of 1970, while 
exports marked a 19-fold hike. 

The annual average increase rates of 
production and exports have been main¬ 
tained at 64.6 percent and 73 percent 
respectively. 

In the manufacturing and technical 
sectors, Korea has established a mass 
production system with automatic and 
mechanical production facilities making 
remarkable developments In industrial 




electronics, localisation of consumer elec¬ 
tronic components and basic raw 
materials 

In the export of electronic items in 
1977, exports of components and parts 
accounted for 51 percent of total and 
electronic equipment remained at 49 
percent 

However, the Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry is endeavoring to reduce 
the export ratio of components which 
are labor-intensive and of which foreign 
exchange currency earning rate is low, 
to 48 percent this year, while raising 
exports of electronic equipment (indus¬ 
trial and consumer electronics) to 52 
percent of the total volume 

In the Gumi Electronics Industrial 
Complex, a total of 47 firms are in 


operation and 33 others are constructing 
plants 

The government is expanding the 
existing Gumi industrial estate in Indong 
by a second base for the electronic 
industry. In the second base near the 
Gumi complex, those plants which will 
mainly be engaged in producing semi¬ 
conductors and computers will be built 

To strengthen the function of research 
and development of electronic industry, 
the government is constructing the Korea 
Institute of Electronic and Technology 
(KIE7) in Indong, the second base of the 
Gumi electronics industry complex 

In 1981. the Korean electronics indus¬ 
try will grow to an international level with 
$4,687 million' worth of production, $3 
billion worth of exports and $1,268 


million of imports. 

From the later half of next year, Korea 
will turn out Braum tubes for color TV 
sets for the first time ih Korea. 

Along with the fast growth of the 
electronics industry, the number, of firms 
also increased from 98 in 1967 to 691 
in 1977, an almost 6-fold growth, and 
the scale and number of employees also 
increased. 

The number of firms classified accord¬ 
ing to the types of investment includes. 
480 domestic. 44 foreign, and 167 jotnt 
ventures, totalling 691 operating as of the 
end of 1977 

Out of the 691 firms, 148 firms are 
manufacturing consumer products. 89 
firms industrial products, and 454 firms 
are producing components and parts 

The foreign investment in the elec¬ 
tronics industry as of the end of 1977 
included 211 projects with a total invest¬ 
ment of 155 million. 

The breakdown according to the kinds 
of investment are- foreign ventures— 
$93 million in 44 projects, and joint 
ventures — $62 million m 167 projects. 

The investments by country include, 
the United States which has invested 
$52 million in 35 projects including 
Motorola, Siynatics, Fairchild and Com¬ 
ing Glass works. Japan, which invested 
a total of $2 million in 170 projects 
including Toshiba. Sony, and Matsushita 
Siemens of West Germany and Philips 
of the Netherlands who are successfully 
operating in Korea 


Some of the electrical and electronic goods displayed on the seashore From small 
transistors to highly complicated integrated circuits are manufactured in Korea. 






Bigger Roles Seen f 
for Korean Women 


Korean women are engaged m various types of professions—from school teachers to doctors 


Korean women will see a great 
change in their traditional norm of 
regarding home as the only ideal 
place for them. The manpower short¬ 
age now seriously affecting the 
country brings about the need to 
draw more women into economic 
activities 

The need was brought to public 
attention at forums separately organ¬ 
ized by the Policy Study Commission 
of the Yujong-hoe, a major parlia¬ 
mentary floor group, and the Korean 
National Council of Women with 
over 60 Women's associations under 
its umbrella. 

Rep. Yun Yo-hoon presented a 
comprehensive paper on women's 
resources for the 1980s at the 
Yujong-hoe meeting while Dr. Lee 
Han-bin, dean of the Ajou Institute 
of Technology, spoke on proper 
roles for women of the future at the 


national women's convention spon¬ 
sored by the council. 

Their discussions centered on the 
resources of college-educated 
women which can be mobilized for 
high-level work "The shortage of 
manpower in high-level work will 
become more serious in the near 
future as the Korean economic struc¬ 
ture will shift to a heavy and chemical 
industry-oriented one.” said Rep. 
Yun Meanwhile, Dr. Lee defined 
the exploration of highbrow women's 
resources as directly linked to the 
national development. 

Contrary to the national need. 
Rep. Yun contended, female college 
graduates' participation in economic 
activities is low. Unlike in other 
countries where women's employ¬ 
ment is correlated to their educa¬ 
tional level, a large number of work¬ 
ing women in Korea are primary 


school graduates. 

Statistics show that working 
women numbered 5,680,000 as of 
June 1977, about 47 per cent of 
women eligible for economic activi¬ 
ties. They constituted 39.5 per cent 
of the entire working force. The 
number of women workers has been 
increasing annually by an average 
6.4 per cent from 1969 to 1976, 
outstripping 5.1 per cent for male 
workers. % 

However, women's participation 
in economic activities has grown 
in terms of quantity, not quality. 
Rep. Yun pointed out that women 
engaged in professional, technical 
and managerial jobs accounted for 
only 1.8 per cent of entire working 
women in 1976. even lower than 
the 2.0 per cent of 1969. A large 
portion of working women, 44.2 
per cent were confined to agriculture 







and forestry fields. They were follow¬ 
ed by women in sales jobs with 
TJ.2 per cent in service jobs with 
9.9 per cent and in clerical work with 
4.1 per cent. 

The low employment rate of 
college graduates is partly attributa¬ 
ble to the fact that they don't feel 
a great need to earn money because 
they are mostly from well-to-do 
families and marry men from good 
family backgrounds. Rep. Yun 
analyzed. 

"But a more fundamental reason 
for the trend," she claims, "is the 
employers’ unequal treatment of men 
and women in terms of promotion, 
salary and welfare condition." 

She emphasized that this manage¬ 
ment tendency should be corrected 
in order for the nation to secure 
highly trained manpower needed 
for its continued economic develop¬ 
ment 

The adoption of birth control for 
small-size families and technological 
innovations for housekeeping chores 
have made it easier for women to 
perform dual roles Rep. Yun said 
middle-aged college graduates who 
nearly completed their child-rearing 
duties have a great potentiality for 
the supply of trained manpower. 


Retraining progiams are necessary 
to help them ready for taking jobs, 
she added. 

Dr. Lee said that two actions 
should be taken for the exploration 
of women's resources. One is the 
opening of managerial-level work 
and clerical work to more women 
by government agencies and busi¬ 
ness groups Another is the establish¬ 
ment of special graduate schools for 
career women at women's universi¬ 
ties. "Women who aspire to continue 
their career after two or three years 
of working experience need to be 
trained in management at the educa¬ 
tional institutes," he said. 

Dr. Lee also showed a great 
concern about problems that may 
be caused in dual-career family 
where both husbands and wives 
work "Healthy family is even more 
important than ever to maintain 
social stability," he said, predicting 
that the rapid social change of the 
future will tend to impair social 
stability. 


Adult education and vocational training for the adults is undertaken by 
the Korean women. 




Women are also serving as bus stewardesses. Here we see stewardesses of the 
Kwangju Express Bus Co receiving their wages 
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KING SEJONG - 
THE LINGUIST 


King Sejong's reign (1419—1450) 
was marked by remarkable develop¬ 
ments in literature and science. One 
of the king's outstanding achieve¬ 
ments was the invention of Hangul, 
the Korean alphabet, in 1446 In 
order to provide a script to write the 
vernacular language, and to correctly 
describe Chinese phonetics, the 
Korean alphabet was essential for 
the cultural life of the masses. 

The fourth monarch of the Yi 
Dynasty. King Sejong often ponder¬ 
ed the fact that illiterate commoners 
were unable to read and hence they 
were forced to sign documents with¬ 
out knowing the contents. 

Prior to the invention of Hangul, 
the Koreans had used two methods 
of writing for transcribing Korean 
sounds —hyangchal and idu—which 
borrowed either the sounds or the 
meanings of certain Chinese charact¬ 
ers. 

He therefore ordered his scholars 
to devise a set of letters or symbols 
with which to write Korean, esta¬ 
blishing a royal office called 
Jiphyonjon. The scholars came up 
with Hunmmjongum, which later 
came to be known as Hangul. 

The Korean alphabet possessing 
geometric beauty, simplicity and 
scientific accuracy, was such that an 
uneducated man can learn it easily. 
In the preface of Hunminjongum 
or "Right Sounds to Teach the 
People." the king stated: "As the 
language of this nation is different 
from that of China, many of the 
uneducated ere unable to express 
in writing what they want to say 
So I devised 28 letters which can be 
‘learned with ease by everybody." 

He also aimed at raising the living 
standard pf the general public by 
.spreading the new orthography 
among all,j$ihks and classes. At first 
the alphabet was composed of 28 
letters—1# vowels* and 17 conso- 

‘nantc M r\\AjMf*ar fru ir horamo nhcn. 


lete and 10 vowels and 14 conso¬ 
nants are today in use 

Linguist Kim Wan-jin, a professor 
at Seoul National University, said. 
"When the authorship of a scholarly 
work is ascribed to a monarch, some 
readers may wonder if it is not the 
mere expression that the work was 
done under the auspices of the king, 
presuming subject scholars behind 
his shade. However, that was not 
the case with King Sejong Whereas 
the king was a man in his forties at the 
time and several indications are 
found to support his ingenuity, those 
who helped him at the royal institute 
were in the age group twenties, 
the age of undergraduate students 
if they were our contemporaries " 

In the creation of consonant 
symbols, the author of Hanminjon- 
gum faithfully followed the tradition¬ 
al five-way classification of conso¬ 
nants in Yun-xue (the Chinese ver¬ 
sion of phonology derived from 
ancient India), though he was 
genuinely creative in the design of 
each consonant symbols He set up 
five basic consonant symbols, featur¬ 
ing the specific shapes of the arti¬ 
culatory organs concerned in the 
production of those consonants. It 
was a principle to assign a basic 
symbol to the nonstop term of each 
consonant series, though an excep¬ 
tion was allowed to the velar series 
where a stop consonant k was 
chosen to represent the series instead 
of ng. 

The second step for the consonant 
symbols is characterized by the 
addition of a stroke to each of the 
basic symbols In doing so, he 
provided the symbols for the stop 
Consonants frpm the noristcjp conso¬ 
nants, though these consonants are 
plain stops. The third s^p works, 
yvith the samedevice as wai adopted 
in the second step, that is. the\ 
addition of stroke to^ second 

dlctn cv/mkntc Thic nrnnoi^ Harix/AC 


an aspirated version of stop conso¬ 
nant for each series frorn its plain 
counterpart. It is rather natural to 
confirm for the velar series the shift 
from plain to aspirated in the second 
step and nothing in the third step 

The way of explanation for the 
vowel symbols is: A gross dot stands 
for the heaven; A horizontal line 
stands for the earth; A vertical line 
stands for the man. 

Based upon the phonetic observa¬ 
tions. both articulatory and auditory 
as they were. Prof. Kim noted, he 
was in great success to establish 
a vowel system of Korean, compris¬ 
ing three series due to the degrees 
of tongue reduction. Furthermore, 
he realized that such a phonetics 'I 
based classification of vowels coin¬ 
cided with the vowel harmony inter¬ 
nally manifested on the level of 
word formation. Two of the three 
vowel series were in optimal opposi¬ 
tion to be mutually exclusive in a 
given word, while the vowel / was 
neutral to either of the two series. 

The ingenious discovery of the 
vowel harmony in Korean evoked 
an association with the familiar 
notions of Iching, yin and yang, or 
earth and heaven, and the inter- - 
mediary man so suitable to designate 
the parallel notions found in the 
mechanism of voweJ harmony. This# 
is the reason why King Sejong f 
decided to feature the heaven, the^ 
earth, and. the man fojr the three „■* 
basic vowels 

Chong tn-ji. one^of the scholars 
who participated in the invention of 
Hangul, noted that Hangpl is able 
to make a clear distinction between 
surd and sonants, and *to record 
music anct song. It is . good for 
practical tiee, and even the sound,*, 
pf the wind, the chirp of.birds, the :* 
Growing of clicks, an^ th# barking , 
pf dogs cit) ^be exactly described * 



KIIEM SOCIETIES MEET 


Harish Mahindra. the President of indo-Korean 
Society Bombay, delivering a speech. Others seated 
from left are: Nanik Rupani; Treasurer. Ambassador 
B S. Lee. Vice-President I. T. Mirchandani and Hon. Jt. 
Secretary Shanti/al Meckoni. 
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J 4 photo of the Bombay Indo-Korean Society annual meeting. 
Seated from left. B S. Lee. Harish Mahindra. President Indo- 
Korean Society. Bombay. Ramu Pand/t. Secretary General and 
Mr / T. Mirchandani. Vice-President. 
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Mr. M.M. Muth/ah. President of Indo-Korean Society. 

Madras, delivering his speech at the general body meeting 
of the Society On his right is H.E Bum Suk Lee. Ambassador 
of the Republic of Korea and on h/s left is Mrs. Jay a 
Arunacha/am Vice-President of the Society. 
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4/7 informal chat. H E Amb. B S Lee with Mrs Arunachalam 
and Mr Muthiah 
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4 weiA' o/ 1 the Executive committee meeting of the Indo-Korean 
society, Bombay. 
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A view of the book and photograph exhibition organised by 
the society in Madras 
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3rd North Korean Tunnel 
Discovered 

(Continued from page 5) 

which the north Koreans had dug 
beneath the truce line into our sector 
of the Demilitarized Zone The tunnel, 
dug through solid rock 73 meters 
below the surface, measured 2 
meters in both height and width, 
large enough for soldiers in full 
combat gears to pass in a column 
of three to four 

Concern & Attention: The 

tunnel has drawn our particular 
concern and attention especially 
because of the following factors 

First the point where the tunnel 
was uncovered was located in an 
area which offers the shortest ap¬ 
proach to our capital from anywhere* 
along the truce line In other words, 
the tunnel penetrating no shorter 
than 435 meters south of the Military 
Demarcation line into our sector of 
the Demilitarized Zone 4 kilometers 
south of Panmunjom, stands barely 
4 kilometers north-west of Imjingak 
and 3 5 kilometers from the unifica¬ 
tion village, a strategic point which 
represents the northern gateway to 
Seoul 

Second is the fact that the north 
Korean's who seemed to have stop¬ 
ped digging the tunnel in the past, 
resumed the tunneling operations 
early this year 

It appeared that the north Korean's 
had suspended the tunnel digging 
after Kim Pu-Song who had worked 


President Park's 
Book 

(Continued from page 9) 

world. Even though it is apparently the 
most developed form of democracy, it is 
evident that the ideology and institutions 
of Western democracy are not the kind of 
system that can be readily copied and 
work under the unfavourable conditions 
of developing countries like Korea. 

In Chapter 3— The Saemaul Move¬ 
ment and National Development—the 
President said that the drive is a pan- 
national one aimed at constructing a 
better and wealthier society by eliminat¬ 
ing poverty from thisHand. 

In Chapter 4—A Challenge Toward 


in a tunnel defected to the Republic 
of fCorea in 1374. However, they 
have resumed the tunneling 

The north Korean's have illegally 
brought troops and heavy fire arms 
into, and built fortifications in. the 
buffer zone We have on many 
occasions urged north Korea to 
withdraw them Nevertheless, they 
have not only rejected our calls bui 
gone so far as to dig invasion 
tunnels beginning in 1972 

With the uncovery of the first 
north Korean tunnel north of 
Korangpo in November 1974 and 
the second near Chorwon in March 
1975, the belligerency of the North 
Korean's has been unmasked before 
the whole world 

Another tunnel discovered near 
Panmunjom recently testifies that the 
north Korean's still adhere to a 
strategy of commumzing the entire 
Korean peninsula by-force of arms 
Infiltration : To analyze the north 
Korean tunnels from a military point 
of view, they planned to infiltrate 
a large number of troops behind 
our main defence positions by way 
of such tunnels in a short period 
of time, and thereby seize strategic 
points and major command facilities 
by surprise in the early hours 

On the other hand, they intended 
to use the tunnels as infiltration 
routes through which irregular war¬ 
fare troops, could be sneaked into 
the south. 

Lately, the north Koreans have 
been frantically strengthening their 


offensive military power by impo 
or producing modern weapons as 
well as building up their ability^to 
mount surprise attacks by fortifying 
forward naval and air force bases and 
deploying aircraft and naval ships 
there, while deceitfully crying for 
peace abroad. 

We have positive information that 
in addition to the third tunnel, the 
north Korean's have been digging 
many other tunnels in#the west- 
central part of the forward area 
which provides a direct approach to 
Seoul, and also in the mountainous 
area of the eastern sector 

Scientific Search: We shall 
block the tunneling by the enem\ 
beforehand by carrying on a scienti¬ 
fic search with up-to-date equipmerr 
in a joint Korea-U.S. effort. At the 
same time, we are fully prepared 
to destroy them if they infiltrated 
by way of such tunnels. 

In the capacity of -Defence 
Minister, I urge the north Korean's 
to stop making war preparation's let 
alone the tunneling operations with¬ 
out delay, and abandon their scheme* 
for the invasion of the south. ^ 

I once again sternly warn that our 
armed forces shall not tolerate any 
act of military adventure. I make it 
clear that if the north Korean's 
repeat aggressive acts as in the past, 
it would only result in bringing about 
their own destruction, and that the 
north Korean's themselves would 
be held responsible for all conse¬ 
quences arising therefrom". 




A Highly-Industrialized Society—the au¬ 
thor writes about the national endeavours 
for the economic development. Noting 
that foreigners usually describe the 
nation's remarkable economic develop¬ 
ment as ''the miracle on the Han". 
President Park said that it is not a miracle 
but a natural outcome of the hardwork 
of the people with the will of self- 
reliance 

Chapter 5—The Nation's Progress in 
the World—tells about the Republic's 
role and function in world society. The 
writer viewed that the change of inter¬ 
national situations always serve both 
opportunity and danger, calling for the 
quick adaptation to the changing situa¬ 
tion. 


"We should find an opportunity for 
the national prosperity and unification 
by effectively coping with the changing 
world situations." 

"We are the proud master of the 
Korean peninsula. We should wisely 
overcome challenges* and trials in the 
wake of changing international situations 
while playing a positive role in world 
society." the President emphasizes. 

From the international point of view, 
the President observed the peaceful 
unification of Korea would contribute 
to the promotion of peace in Northeast 
Asia and the world as well by easing 
tensions in the most dangerous area in 
the world. 




* 




Offshore Investment 

Korea's offshore investments since 
1963 aggregated $267 million in 290 
cases on an approval basis as of the 
end of August according to statistics 
complied by the Korean Traders 
Association. An analysis of the statis¬ 
tics indicates that Korean business¬ 
men's overseas investments began to 
register a rapid increase from 1977, 
the year which saw offshore invest¬ 
ments increase to $17 million in 
63 cases, a boost of almost $11 
million over 1976 

Offshore investments during the 
first eight months of this year amount¬ 
ed to $147 million in 62 cases, an 
impressive performance representing 
more than half the aggregate total 
since 1963 when Korea's first overseas 
investment was recorded By lines of 
business, the aggregate of onshore 
investments breaks down to $590,000 
for two mining projects, $28,674,000 
for six forestry projects. $8 million for 
27 fishery projects. 24.110.000 
for 22 manufacturing projects, 
$12,780,000 for 23 construction pro¬ 
jects. $300,000 for one transporta¬ 
tion and storage project, $23 million 
for 161 trade projects, and $17 
million for 23 other projects 

Power Plants 

Eight new power plants are sche¬ 
duled to be completed next year, 
according to the state-run Korea 
Electric Co. Their completion will 
boost the nation's total power generat¬ 
ing capacity from 7.110,000 kw in 
1978 to 8,125,000 kw at the end of 
1979. The power plants which will 
become operational next year include 
No. 4 Ulsan Thermal Power Plant 
with a rated generating capacity of 
400.000 kw and Chongpyong Pump- 
ed-Water Power Plant with a capacity 
of 200,000 kw. 

The electricity reserve rate will thus 
increase from 15.2 per cent this year 
to 16.1 per cent next year The com¬ 
pany plans to begin construction of 
nine new power plants including the 
seventh and eighth atomic power 
plants with a generating. 


Manpower Export 
goes up 

Outflow of Korean labor force for 
overseas employment shows a conti¬ 
nued increasing trend According to 
government statistics. 42.252 people 
went abroad to work during the first 
half of this year The figure represents 
an increase of 59 2 per cent over the 
corresponding period of last year. The 
aggregate of Korean people who are 
employed overseas at the end of last 
June reached approximately 93,000 

By region, the Middle East is the 
largest user of Korean workers with 
68.037. followed by Europe with 
6,625 and Southeast Asia with 1,447. 
A total of 16.577 Koreans were work¬ 
ing aboard foreign vessels By type 
of job. those engaged in construction 
and engineering formed the largest 
Korean overseas occupational group 
with 41.483. Those at simple labor 
posts numbered 8.300 

Alien Investment 

The goal for inducement of foreign 
investment next year has been set at 
$100 million by the Economic Plan¬ 
ning Board Officials said that much 
foreign investment is needed to sup¬ 
port the government's heavy and 
chemical industry development pro¬ 
gram As of the end of August 
foreign investments induced into the 
country amounted to $74 million, 92 5 
per cent of the $80 million target 
for this year 

By the end of this year, foreign 
investments are expected to reach 
$90 million. The government is en¬ 
couraging direct and joint-venture 
foreign investments in such strategic 
fields as machinery, electronics, metal, 
chemicals and general engineering 
To diversify sources of foreign in¬ 
vestments, the government is to inten¬ 
sify negotiations for conclusion of 
agreements for investment guarantee 
and avoidance of double taxation with 
foreign countries 

Expo Possibility in 80's 

The economic authorities have be¬ 
gun studying the possibility of holding 


an international exhibition in Korea in 
the early 1980. Officials said that 
exhibition experts of the state-run 
Korea Trade Promotion Corp. will be 
dispatched to industrialized countries 
this year to conduct a preliminary 
survey in respect to the possibility. 
They feel that it will take at least five 
years of preparations to hold such an 
international fair in this country, in 
addition to procedural matters such 
as joining the Association of Inter¬ 
national Exhibitions headquartered in 
Pans. 

As an initial step, the government 
plans to apply for admission into the 
association next year. The economic 
officials seem agreed that such a move 
is desirable to provide stimulus to the 
momentum of internationalization of 
the Korean economy and to take 
advantage of the occasion to introduce 
the developing profile of Korea and 
promote economic cooperation with 
various countries. 


Capital Goods 

Imports of capital goods are out¬ 
pacing those of other merchandise, 
reflecting businesses' vigorous invest¬ 
ments in productive facilities. Accord¬ 
ing to the Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry, total imports of merchandise 
during the first eight months of this 
year amounted to $6,922 million, an 
increase of 30 per cent over the 
corresponding period of last year. 
Capital goods imported into the coun¬ 
try showed an increase of 64 per cent 
over the same period of the preceding 
year by recording $2,460 million. 

Meanwhile, imports of raw materials 
for domestic-use goods reached 
$3,405 million, an increase of 53 
per cent over the corresponding eight- 
month period of last year, as compared 
with a 12 per cent increase in raw 
material imports for export goods 
This means that demand for goods in 
the local market is stronger than that 
for export goods The commodity 
export target for the current year is set 
at $12,500 million. 











